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The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut with 24 

members present. There was a call for the sick and names given. Faithful Friar Rev. Father 

Michael McKinley led the Assembly in the recitation of the Most Holy Rosary of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help offered for our sick brothers. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The Roll was 

called and those officers not present were Faithful Friar Rev. Father Dennis O’Keeffe, Trustee 

Dennis Matusiak and Faithful Outer Sentinel Rafael Seneriz. 

Friar Report: Faithful Friar Rev. Father Michael McKinley reflected on the Responsorial Psalm at 

Mass this evening; “Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.” Do we hear the second part? “I 

come to do your will.” Or are we like Lucy in Peanuts playing in the outfield – letting the ball 

drop – content to not participate? Father encouraged us to come together and journey to the 

Kingdom. 

Minutes: There was no meeting in December. The minutes from the previous Assembly 

meeting of November 17, 2016 were approved as written. 

Communication or Bills: Faithful Purser Tony Kaufmann read several bills. The payment of all 

bills was approved. 

Comptroller: Faithful Comptroller Dick Hovermale reported that approximately 75 annual dues 

statements are being mailed. The dues are $25.00. Faithful Navigator Tom exhorted all to get 

our payments in as soon as possible. 

Purser: Faithful Purser Tony Kaufmann reported the following for November and December: 

 November 2016 December 2016  
Beginning Check Book Balance: $4,056.50 $4,266.50  
Total Deposits:  430.00 0.00  
Total Disbursements: 220.00 0.00  
New Check Book Balance:  4,266.50 4,266.50  
Total Restricted Funds: 2,127.66 2,127.66  
Total Unrestricted Funds:  2,138.84 2,138.84  
Chalice Fund Balance:  1,656.06 1,656.06  
Flag Program Fund Balance:  261.60 261.60  
Regalia Fund Balance:  210.00 210.00  
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Committee Reports: 

Navigator: 

 Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut read a thank you letter from Chief of Volunteer Services, 

James Todd, thanking the Assembly for donations. 

 Tom reported that SK Bob Wahlstrom collected 27 bikes for Vets and donated them to St. 

Vincent de Paul. The Assembly received a thank you letter from St. Vincent de Paul to Bob 

and friends. 

 The Civic Award that we won last year was framed and will be hung on the Knights wall. 

 Tom reported that we did not have a meeting in December because of the conflict with the 

Parish Town Hall meeting with Fr. O’Keeffe about the new parish grounds. Tom encouraged 

us to find out what that’s all about. 

 Faithful Navigator Tom asked us to please get our dues in. 

 Tom reported that we sent Christmas cards to our two chaplains in the military; Fr. Janko 

and Fr. Akeriwe (Raymond). Keep them in your prayers and keep in contact with them. 

 Tom thanked Dick Hovermale and Lady Edla for organizing the Vet House dinner. All had a 

good time and had fun playing Bunco. 

 Tom reported that brother Dennis Matusiak and Lady Charlotte are in the Caribbean 

celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary. Brother Tim Shaw volunteered to send a card to 

the couple from the Assembly with our best wishes. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Commander:   

 Faithful Commander Bob Crook reported that the Honor Guard does not march again until 

Easter. 

 Faithful Commander Bob reported that we have 30 Honor Guard members. Some cannot or 

choose not to participate. 9 men participate on a regular basis. Bob said we need more 

participants and we need for men to participate more often. The Honor Guard is a ministry 

for the church and the parish. The Honor Guard is a blessed group of men and the Bob said 

he is proud to lead them. Faithful Navigator Tom added that the Honor Guard is a visible 

symbol of the Knights of Columbus 4th degree and they are strong role models.  

Captain: No report. 
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Membership:  

 Faithful Captain Mike Jakubisin reported that there will be a 4th degree exemplification on 

March 11 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. Since it is so close, we hope to be able to also attend 

the Mass and dinner this time. Mike expressed his hope that many Sir Knights will attend 

and bring your spouse, since it is so close.  

 Our quota for the year is 8. We have 4 so far and need at least 4 more. Len Pata is a 

possibility for 4th degree (needs a tux). Patrick Kilway is a possibility for 4th degree also. 

 Mike reported that we have 2 commitments for the 4th degree; Andy Auersch and Dan Gietl 

 There will be a 2nd and 3rd degree exemplification at St. Alphonsus on February 7th. This will 

be a very convenient opportunity for a 1st degree Knight to get their 2nd and 3rd degree and 

then get their 4th degree on March 11. Faithful Navigator Tom encouraged all to go. This will 

be the closest you’ll get for a 2nd and 3rd degree exemplification. 

Chalice Program: No report. 

Flag Program:  

 Sir Knight Jack O’Brien will help prospect for opportunities to present the Flag Program. He 

has 4 possible opportunities. 

 Sir Knight Eric Hynson is working on creating DVDs of the video of the program. It is being 

repackaged and will be 8-9 minutes shorter. The video is on YouTube and will soon be on 

our website. 100 copies of the DVD are being made and will hopefully be available by the 

end of the week. Eric suggested that we get business cards for marketing purposes of the 

Flag Program and that our new Assembly be the appropriate rightful owner of the program. 

Patriotism/VA Hospital & Military Family: 

 Trustee Tom Schemmel reported that our patriotism activities show that we live the psalm; 

“Here we are Lord…”. The results for 2016 are: 

o 1,468.50 hours of service to the VA 

o 256.00 hours driving 

o 1,724.50 total hours (does not include about 70 hours for the Vet House, and 

probably many more unreported hours) 

Tom said we are just getting started. 

 There is still a big need for more escorts. Volunteers can go whenever you want and work 
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however long you want. There is also a need for floaters. 

 The 2nd Tuesday of each month is for new volunteers to register. 

 The National Salute to Veteran Patients is the week of February 14th. 

 Tom Weintraut, Jack O’Brien and Ed DeWitt are drivers in the VA drivers program. They are 

looking into possible changes to the driving program – to bring the car to Zionsville. We 

have to have enough drivers to have a sustained program. The VA is getting very busy and 

they don’t have enough drivers. 

 Dick Hovermale is looking into having a dinner at the Vet House on Feb. 13th. It would be an 

appreciation dinner and would be something simple. Anyone can come to help – you don’t 

need to be a registered volunteer to help at the Vet House. 

 Dick Williams thanked the guys who donated items for the VA. It took Dick 3 trips to deliver 

everything and he has more boxes and bags to go. Great job Dick! 

 We still plan to work with the American Legion Post 79 in the future towards an 

appreciation day for the Zionsville Fire Fighters. 

 Sir Knight Tom Schemmel shared an experience he had working in palliative care at the VA. 

Tom was visiting with a patient with a terminal illness. When it was time for Tom to go, the 

man reached out and grabbed Tom’s hand and said to please don’t go and that he was 

lonely. The man’s mask fell off and he gasped for breath. Tom called the nurse for help. 

These men are in need of our help even if it’s just being there with them so they won’t be 

lonely. “We are here to do Your will.” 

 Faithful Navigator Tom stated that we need a Vet House fund since we are making the 

dinners a regular event. He asked for ideas on how we could establish this fund, particularly 

because the Assembly is not a fund raising group. Open for donations? 

Social: Faithful Pilot Mike Weber reported that we have two Assembly socials.  

 The first social is a mid-winter luncheon at MCL (a.k.a “Medicare Lounge”) on 

January 29th at noon. We have 26 coming so far. It will be right after the 10:30 

Corporate Communion Mass for the Council. 

 The second social is the Annual Spring Social. It will be held at Ulen Country Club on 

Wednesday April 26th. The menu will probably be the same or similar. There will be a 

featured speaker. Invitations will be sent out.  

Memorial Mass: No report. 

Communications: No report. 
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Reading of Applications:  Faithful Admiral Bob Crook read the application of Dan Gietl, a top-

notch man. His application was approved. 

Old Business: Faithful Purser Tony Kaufmann reviewed the bylaws. Certain things can be 

changed from the bylaws template and certain things cannot be changed. We established our 

Assembly name as Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Our dues are $25. A quorum is 10, except for a 

change to the bylaws, which is 15. The maximum amount per transaction is $500. We will have 

a Chalice Fund and a Memorial Mass. We will also have one mass offered for each Sir Knight at 

the time of death. The bylaws were approved. 

New Business: None 

Trustee Report: None 

Good of the Order: Sir Knight Mike Hanlon, Director of Development of the USO of Indiana, 

gave a nice presentation to the Assembly about the USO and the USO of Indiana. The USO 

(United Service Organizations) was found during World War II by President Roosevelt to boost 

morale and support troops. The mission is the same today, to connect service members to 

family. The USO is for active duty military and their families. The ISO of Indiana serves 100,000 

service members and their families. There are five centers in the state; 

 USO Camp Atterbury Center – serves 70,000, has a movie theater, laptops, gaming, food 

and beverages, etc. 

 USO Indianapolis Airport Center – serves 10,000 

 USO Ft. Wayne Center 

 USO Muscatatuck Center in North Vernon 

 Indianapolis MEPS USO Center – new this year for new recruits (Military Entrance 

Processing) 

A signature USO program is the United Through Reading program which offers deploying 

parents the opportunity to be video-recorded reading storybooks to their children. 

The USO provides entertainment events such as Pacers tickets, tickets to the Indianapolis 

Motor Speedway, or a spa day. The USO relies heavily on volunteers. Thus USO of Indiana has a 

small staff of 4 people (including Mike) to operate the centers for the entire state. 

The USO has a Families of the Fallen program. The USO has been supporting families of soldiers 

who have paid the ultimate price while serving their country. Staff and volunteers are trained to 

provide grief services and other resources to help comfort families when a loved one is lost. 
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There are several opportunities to volunteer. You can go to the website, indiana.uso.org, for 

volunteer opportunities. There is a golf tournament coming up on April 21st at Otter Creek. 

Tom Weintraut asked if our Assembly Flag Program might be of interest to service members 

and their families. Mike was asked how they are funded. Mike said they are a small non-profit 

with a $1 Million operating budget. They are funded by private grants, contributions, corporate 

sponsorships and in-kind donations. 

50/50 Drawing:  The 50/50 drawing of $80 was won by SK Tony Kaufmann which he donated to 

the new Vet House Fund. 

Closing Ceremonies: Following the closing ceremony, Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut 

adjourned the meeting at 8:35 PM. Next meeting is February 16, 2017 in the Parish Hall. 

http://indiana.uso.org/

