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Assembly 3417 *** St. Peter the Apostle *** Boerne, Texas 

 May 2020 NEWSLETTER 
Assembly 3417  Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of Columbus, 
acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and to honor the 
sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, active duty 
military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God and Country, 
we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, and promote patriotism, 
good citizenship, faith and God’s grace.  
 
Calendar Reminders 

 Blood Drive – May 30th & 31st, 2020 St. Peter’s Gym 
 Zoom Assembly Meeting – Tuesday May 2nd, at 7 pm 
 Monthly Parish Food Drive – June 6th & 7th, 2020 

Special Announcement 
MIRACLE APPROVED! FATHER MCGIVNEY TO BE BEATIFIED! 

Priest launched international lay movement, died in 19th century pandemic 

ROME – The Vatican today (May 27) announced that Pope Francis approved the promulgation of a decree 
recognizing a miracle attributed to the intercession of the founder of the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael 
J. McGivney, a Connecticut priest who served his flock during the pandemic of 1890, before himself becoming ill and 
dying of pneumonia. 

The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to sainthood. An 
additional miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as a saint. 

McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century before the Second Vatican 
Council, his prescient vision empowered the laity to serve Church and neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights of 
Columbus is one of the largest Catholic organizations in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin America, 
the Caribbean, Asia, and Europe. 

The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession involved an unborn child in the United 
States who in 2015 was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after prayers by his family to Father McGivney. 

A date will soon be set for the beatification Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. It will include the reading of 
an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on Father McGivney. 

 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER 
 

Worthy Sir Knights, 
 
  We need two more knights to 
join the patriotic degree to 
meet requirements to qualify 
for Star Assembly.  The next 
exemplification ceremony will 
be conducted virtually 
Saturday June 6th .  I am still 
trying to obtain the details and 
will release as soon as I have 
them. 
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Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors, Pope Francis said the organization has 
been faithful “to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by the principles of 
Christian charity and fraternity to assist those most in need.” 

“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put their faith into action,” 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role within the 
Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve those 
on the margins of society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s. Father McGivney also remains an important 
role model for parish priests around the world and left us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the 
laity and clergy.  

Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a central figure in the 
dramatic growth of the Church in the United States in the late 19th century. Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he 
ministered to a heavily Irish-American and immigrant community in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-
Catholic sentiment, he worked tirelessly to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions to their 
many problems – spiritual and temporal alike. With a group of the leading Catholic men of New Haven, he founded the 
Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic men and financial resources 
for families that had suffered the loss of their breadwinner. 

The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of evangelization, charity, racial integration, and the 
defense of religious freedom.  

Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of pneumonia on August 14, 1890— two 
days after his 38th birthday – after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific evidence indicates that that pandemic – 
like the current one – may have been caused by a coronavirus. 

Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his embodiment of the characteristics of the “Good 
Samaritan,” his cause for sainthood was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in 1997. St. John Paul II – who was pope 
at that time – lauded Father McGivney’s principles, stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you 
continue to seek new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a spiritual force for the renewal of the 
Church in holiness, unity and truth.” 

In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by Pope Benedict XVI, who during his visit to St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral cited the “remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, 
whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 

Two recent books also tell the story of Father McGivney and his legacy: Parish Priest (2006), his biography; and The 
Knights of Columbus: An Illustrated History (2020). 

More information is also available at www.FatherMcGivney.org 

Notes from the DM’s Biennial Meeting 
Uniform updates: 

Order 4th degree official uniform from KofC Supply Room at www.kofcuniform.com 

Uniform Package: $449.00  

Includes 

• Blue Blazer with 4th Degree Crest and Emblem of the Order Buttons 
• Official 4th Degree Gray Trousers 
• Official 4th Degree Hand Embroidered Necktie 
• Official 4th Degree Black Beret with 4th Degree Badge Replacements  

Individual Items: 

Trousers - $120 
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Blazer - $270 

Beret with Badge - $24.50 

Badge - $10 

Tie - $34.50 

Beret Patches - Current/Former Faithful Navigator and Current Color Corps Commander Patches, Order from 
Kofcuniform.com – Free 

Order Sword and Baldric from the English Company at www.kofcsupplies.com 

Complete Package $199 

• Sword w/black handle (addl.cost for white handle...see below) 
• Sword Case  (engraved plate option additional...see below) 
• Service Baldric 
• White Gloves 

• Individual Items: 

Sword - $149 

Baldric - $32 

Wear of Mask while in Uniform. (Observe local laws and regulations regarding safety). 

The face mask shall be a “plain black mask” with elastic ear loops. 

To keep with our uniformity standards, no other color or special design mask may be worn with our uniform. 

Virtual Exemplifications VE are now authorized and the next one is scheduled for June 6th 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
David P Zander Joseph M Mahon 
Jose F Ramirez Paul & Kay Lampe 

Nathan L Carreon Kenneth & Andrea Castex 
Carmelito  Arkangel Michael & Sheila Brell 

Rudy  Escamilla Jesse & Sherry Aguirre 
Fredrick J Rekola David & Patricia Basile 

 James & Betty Jo Wade 
 Fredrick & Henedina Danysh 
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HOLY HUMOR FROM THE FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR 

 
 
 

 

 

REMINDERS    

The Fourth Degree Brick Fund – When we hear the financial statement each month, we receive the balances in 
a variety of special funds that we hold for purposes other than general operations of our Assembly. One such 
fund, The Brick Fund, might slip past you without a thought about its purpose. Let me remind you that, as the 
Patriotic Degree of the Knights of Columbus, our Assembly determined several years ago (at the urging of SK 
Jim Ulm) that it would be fitting to honor selected deceased Knights who served distinguished careers in the 
military. As you reflect on the lives of past Knights who served this country in difficult times, perhaps suffering 
through the difficult experience of combat and possibly wounded in action, consider if they are deserving of a 
commemorative brick in Veterans Plaza across from St. Peter’s. If you have questions or wish to discuss a 
candidate for us to honor with a Brick, talk with SK Edmund Guerrero or SK Gregg Muenster. They will give you 
the details and the process to submit a candidate for consideration. We honor all military veterans, but 
especially those who served above and beyond the call of duty.  
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Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 
Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and 
to update your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your 
brother Sir Knights and opportunities for you to be involved.  

 
Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 
In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir 
Knights Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on 
spiritual reflection (faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for 
Life (life). Please look for these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

St. Peter the Apostle Council 10940 and Assembly 3417 have participated in the following recommended 
programs from Supreme:  

Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair Mission, Free Throw Competition, March for Life, Monthly Rosary for the 
end of abortion, Hill Country Pregnancy Center Mobile Sonogram purchase, Family of the Year, monthly Holy 
Hour adoration and many other programs demonstrating our faith and commitment to the Catholic Church 
and our parish family. Our Knights exemplify the spirit and faith that Christ wants us to practice in our daily 
lives. Please join us in our work. 
 

 

 

 


