
 
 

 

 

June 2020 NEWSLETTER 
Assembly 3417  Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, 
and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of 
our veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and 
abroad. For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our 
communities, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith and God’s 
grace.  
Calendar Reminders 
 Tour De Boerne – Saturday, June 27, 2020, Don Strange Ranch 
 4th of July Celebration – Cancelled 

Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 
Invaluable words from “Into the Breach” especially in these current 

times:  What is friendship? Who is a friend? The Scriptures tell us, “A 
friend is a friend at all times, and a brother is born for the time of 
adversity” (Proverbs 17:17). I am convinced that if men will seek true 
brotherhood, the adversities we face today will solidify bands of brothers 
who will be lauded in Heaven! 

Therefore, men, ask yourself: what are your friends like? Do you have 
friends with whom you share the mission of holiness? Often young men 
will go to the seminary and discover the difference made by Christ-
centered friendships, and their lives are transformed. This friendship is 
not limited to religious orders and priests. The renewal of masculinity 
cannot happen without banding together as brothers and true friends. In 
my own life, ever since my first year as a priest, I have been richly blessed 
by brother priests in the Jesus Caritas Fraternity. Their commitment to 
Eucharistic adoration and simplicity of life, their fidelity to Christ in 
celibacy and daily prayer, their fraternal love, wise counsel, and 
encouragement have richly influenced and inspired me to persevere in my 
own mission in Christ. It has been a joy to see how fraternity in my 
diocese has grown and flourished through participation in our Men’s 
Conferences, Knights of Columbus, That Man is You, Cursillo Movement, 
and other such groups and events. There is room to grow, of course, but 

 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER 
 

SKs, 
  It has been, at the very least, an 
interesting year.  We were faced 
with much difficulty and change 
to our “normal” way of life. 
  My officers and I handled it as 
we thought was best with the 
guidance that was given and as 
much common sense as we could 
muster.  
  In a few days a you will be led by 
a new cadre of officers and I have 
the greatest confidence that they 
will do a great job. 
  Please understand that things 
will not go back to the way things 
were, ever. It is our responsibility 
as men to step up and help 
develop the new way our lives as 
Sir Knights will look like. 
  Leadership without face to face 
contact is difficult and not very 
effective and it requires much 
more from the role of follower.  
Help your leaders see what is 
being missed in our current 
cloaked existence. Don’t assume 
that just because it is obvious to 
you, that it is to everyone else. 
  Be bold this coming fraternal 
year and help develop what our 
future as Sir Knights of Assembly 
3417 looks like. 

Jim Abshire, FN 2019-2020 



 
 

 

already the fruits of the Spirit are evident among these Catholic brothers and friends. 

Conversely, we have seen what happens when men, young and old, do not form or sustain healthy 
friendships. Many, looking in the wrong places, find themselves in the false brotherhood of gangs, or without 
brotherhood at all, isolated and alone, and lacking these critical formative experiences of accountability and the 
trusted fellowship that only true friendship provides.  

Studies have shown that many men today are living friendless lives.13 This has its effect on marriages where 
men have no emotional support apart from their wives, as well as on children, who should see true friends in 
the lives of their parents but often do not. What a blessing to have the presence of good faithful friends to 
provide the encouragement and accountability we need to be free! Indeed, as the Scriptures tell us, “as iron 
sharpens iron, so one man must sharpen another” (Proverbs 27:17). 

4th of July Celebration 
I talked to the Boerne Fire Cheif who had just left a meeting with city officials and they have decided to NOT 
have a city fireworks display this Independance Day. Over the last few weeks they have changed their mind a 
few time but now say that this decesion is final. I have been discussing our annual celebration with Fr. Norm and 
with the final decision from the city we have decided to try again in 2021. I hope you and your families continue 
to be safe and healthy. With all of the nonsense, my prayer is that we can remember all of the things that make 
this a great country. That our families, homes, and our faith and the well being of each other are worth battling 
for. My wish is that for everyone to have their very own special celebrations this coming 4th of July. It is my 
belief that when we are faced with adversity, God has not abandoned us but He has given us the opportunity to 
learn and grow in strengh enabling us to accomplish what He called us to do in His kingdom.  

 
2019/2020 – Sir Night of the Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sir Knight Gregg Muenster 

 

SK Muenster has provided the assembly’s newsletter template and information to more than one 
Faithfull Navigator. The newsletter is a requirement for star assembly and has been awarded the last 
two years to 3417 and hopefully again for this year.  He has also provided the assembly guidance 
serving on the Brick Fund Committee as well as being an active member for assembly and parish 
sponsored events.  SK Gregg Muenster’s actions reflect credit upon himself, the Assembly, and the 
Knights of Columbus Patriotic Degree. Thank you, Sir Knight Gregg Muenster. 



 
 

 

2020 – 2021 Assembly Officers 
 

Faithful Navigator - Thomas Michael Kirby 
Faithful Comptroller - Ronald V Racinowski Faithful Scribe - Mark E Johansen 
Faithful Friar - UNASSIGNED Inner Sentinel - Mark S Deans 
Faithful Captain - Samuel J Roberts Outer Sentinel - Gerald R Riedel 
Faithful Admiral - Jim Abshire One Year Trustee - James M Terrian 
Faithful Purser - Gregory L Wolf Two Year Trustee - Robert C Walz 
Faithful Pilot - Gregory R Jaeger Three Year Trustee - Reynaldo H Salinas 

 
2020 New Sir Knights 
If you get a chance, congratulate and welcome the following Knight to the "Patriotic Arm" of the Knights. They 
were inducted into our 4th degree in a virtual exemplification ceremony held on 11Jun20. 

 
Name Council 

Jim Giuliani Elizabeth Ann Seaton Council 14690 
Jose "Rudy" Molleda St. Peter the Apostle Council 10940 
Luis A Reyna Elizabeth Ann Seaton Council 14690 
Stephen J Schott Elizabeth Ann Seaton Council 14690 
Tony Skwara St. Peter the Apostle Council 10940 
Chad C Tschirhart Elizabeth Ann Seaton Council 14690 
Brad Tschoepe Elizabeth Ann Seaton Council 14690 

 
June 2020 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
James “Mike” Lyle Greg & Darla Wolf 

Rev Tony Cummins Jim & Jeanne Ulm 
Edmund Guerrero Rudy & Amy Escamilla 

Paul Lampe Greg & Dana Gonyer 
 Larry & Frances Caldwell 
 Sonny & Judith Ann Arkangel 
 Fred & Margaret Rekola 

 Robert & Natalie Johnson 
 Kjell & Jacqueline Stensrud 
 Greg & Rose Jaeger 
 William & Elva Martin 
 Oscar & Kathy Hannig 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 



 
 

 

 

 
HOLY HUMOR FROM THE FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR 

 

 
NOT SO HOLY HUMOR FOR JUNE 

 
  



 
 

 

REMINDERS    
The Fourth Degree Brick Fund – When we hear the financial statement each month, we receive the balances in a 
variety of special funds that we hold for purposes other than general operations of our Assembly. One such 
fund, The Brick Fund, might slip past you without a thought about its purpose. Let me remind you that, as the 
Patriotic Degree of the Knights of Columbus, our Assembly determined several years ago (at the urging of SK Jim 
Ulm) that it would be fitting to honor selected deceased Knights who served distinguished careers in the 
military. As you reflect on the lives of past Knights who served this country in difficult times, perhaps suffering 
through the difficult experience of combat and possibly wounded in action, consider if they are deserving of a 
commemorative brick in Veterans Plaza across from St. Peter’s. If you have questions or wish to discuss a 
candidate for us to honor with a Brick, talk with SK Edmund Guerrero or SK Gregg Muenster. They will give you 
the details and the process to submit a candidate for consideration. We honor all military veterans, but 
especially those who served above and beyond the call of duty.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 
Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to 
update your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother 
Sir Knights and opportunities for you to be involved.  

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 
In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir 
Knights Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on 
spiritual reflection (faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for 
Life (life). Please look for these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

St. Peter the Apostle Council 10940 and Assembly 3417 have participated in the following recommended 
programs from Supreme:  

Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair Mission, Free Throw Competition, March for Life, Monthly Rosary for the end 
of abortion, Hill Country Pregnancy Center Mobile Sonogram purchase, Family of the Year, monthly Holy Hour 
adoration and many other programs demonstrating our faith and commitment to the Catholic Church and our 
parish family. Our Knights exemplify the spirit and faith that Christ wants us to practice in our daily lives. Please 
join us in our work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unity, Fraternity, Charity and Patriotism 


