
PRAYERS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 
Prayer is an essential part of Advent. Praying the Christmas Novena, saying prayers to the Saints on their Feast 
Days, praying ‘O Antiphons’ (vespers) during the week prior to Christmas, and Blessing your Christmas tree 
through prayer are simple yet beautiful ways to celebrate the spiritual significance of the Advent season and to 
experience a deeper conversion to the heart of Jesus.   
 

November 30 through December 24 

THE SAINT ANDREW CHRISTMAS NOVENA 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 
in which the Son of God was born 

of the most pure Virgin Mary, 
at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. 

In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, 
O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires 

through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and of His blessed Mother. 

Amen. 
 

December 6 

A PRAYER TO SAINT NICOLAS OF MYRA 

O good St. Nicholas, 
you who are the joy of the children, 

put in my heart the spirit of childhood, 
which the gospel speaks, and teach me to seed happiness around me. 

You, whose feast prepares us for Christmas, 
open my faith to the mystery of God made man. 

You good bishop and shepherd, 
help me to find my place in the Church 

and inspire the Church to be faithful to the Gospel. 
O good Saint Nicholas, patron of children, sailors and the helpless, 

watch over those who pray to Jesus, your Lord and theirs, 
as well as over those who humble themselves before you. 
Bring us all in reverence to the Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

when true joy and peace are found. Amen. 
 

December 8 – Holy Day of Obligation 

A PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of Mary, 
did prepare a worthy dwelling place for your Son, 

we beseech you that, as by the foreseen death of this, your Son, 
You did preserve Her from all stain, 

so too You would permit us, purified through Her intercession, to come unto You. 
Through the same Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You 

In the Unity of the Holy Spirit, God, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

December 12 

 A PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mystical Rose, make intercession for holy Church, protect the sovereign Pontiff, 
help all those who invoke you in their necessities, and since you are the ever Virgin Mary and Mother of 
the true God, obtain for us from your most holy Son the grace of keeping our faith, of sweet hope in the 

midst of the bitterness of life, of burning charity, and the precious gift of final perseverance.  Amen. 



 

December 13 

A PRAYER TO SAINT LUCY 

In thy patience thou didst possess thy soul, 
O Lucy, Spouse of Christ! 

Thou didst despise what is of the world, 
and now thou are resplendent among the choirs of angels; 

with thy own blood thou didst conquer the enemy! 
 

December 17 through December 23 

THE ANTIPHONS OF EVENING PRAYER (VESPERS) 

December 17 
O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, 

you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care: 
Come and show your people the way to salvation. 

 
December 18 

O Sacred Lord of ancient Israel, 
who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, 

who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: 
Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free. 

 
December 19 

O Root of Jesse, 
you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; 

kings stand silent in your presence; 
the nations bow down in worship before you. 

Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid. 
 

December 20 
O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel, 
controlling at your will the gate of heaven: 

Come, break down the prison walls of death 
for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; 

and lead your captive people into freedom. 
et umbra mortis. 

 
December 21 

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
Come, shine on those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death. 
 

December 22 
O King of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart; 

O Keystone of the mighty arch of man: 
Come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust. 

 
December 23 

O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, 
desire of the nations, Savior of all people: 

Come and set us free, Lord our God. 
 


