
Knights of Columbus Council 8521 
St Joseph Catholic Church - Honey Creek 
25781 Hwy 46 West 
Spring Branch TX 78070-3613 

February 2021 NewsletterKC Officers for 2020-2021

Grand Knight 
Tom Brod
210-392-9839
Deputy Grand Knight
Ricardo Garcia
210-843-7157
Financial Secretary 
Joe Vocks 
830-885-4340 
Chancellor 
Mike Merta
830-885-6714
Treasurer 
Matt Wohlfeil
830-388-6296
Recorder 
Paul Barton
830-743-1677
Advocate 
Greg Canfield
830-438-8266
Warden 
Dave Fletcher
830-885-6515
Inside Guard 
Dee McNeill
830-438-3992
Outside Guard 
Geoffrey Young
830-388-0994
Chaplain 
Msgr. Peter Flood
830-438-2807
Trustee 1st Year
Hal B. Lane III
830-980-9848
Trustee 2nd Year
Rudy Gonzales
210-488-5431
Trustee 3rd Year 
Max Engle
210-508-4048
Lecturer
Scott Anderson
409-344-1124

In January, the Catholic Church celebrated the Month of the Holy 
Name of Jesus and in February, we turn to the entire Holy Family—
Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The special devotion which proposes the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as the model of virtue of all 
Christian households began in the 17th century. It started almost in 
France – the Association of the Holy Family was founded by the 
Daughters of the Holy Family in Paris in 1674.

This devotion soon spread and in 1893 Pope Leo XIII expressed his 
approval of a feast under this title and himself composed part of the 
Office. On account of the flight into Egypt this feast has been 
observed by the Copts from early times.

The feast was welcomed by succeeding Pontiffs as an efficacious 
means for bringing home to the Christian people the example of the 
Holy Family at Nazareth and by the restoration of the true spirit of 
family life, stemming, in some measure, the evils of present-day 
society.

In the words of His Holiness Pope Leo XIII, “Nothing truly can be 
more salutary or efficacious for Christian families to meditate upon 
than the example of this Holy Family, which embraces the perfection 
and completeness of all domestic virtues.”



A Message from our Worthy Grand Knight

Dear Brother Knights,

The month of January has been a very trying month for me as I am sure it has also been 
for you. As a retired military officer and retired police officer, I was saddened to see the 
events that unfolded at our nation’s capitol on January 6, 2021.  I never thought I would 
see such a display of rude and criminal behavior in our country. It goes against 
everything we hold as sacred as Knights and as free citizens. We MUST pray for our 
country and our leaders that they will look to God and do the right things that will 
promote a healing in the fissures of this Democratic Republic that threaten to destroy us 
as a nation. 

February should be a month of prayer and healing as we approach the Lenten and 
Easter season. This should also be a time of joy for we celebrate the events leading up 
to Christ’s death and resurrection. For without the death there can be no resurrection 
and without the resurrection there can be no eternal life for us, nor can we make God’s 
home our home. We should SHOUT for joy at the prospect of going home when our 
time comes but we should strive not to hasten it.

We are working out how we can provide a fish fry during the Lenten season for our 
parishioners that will provide safety for both our Knights as workers and our 
Parishioners in this time of COVID-19. SK James Sulak and his team are working 
tirelessly to make this come together. It will require the conscious effort of all Knights 
involved, for if we cannot provide for the safety of everyone involved, then we will not 
be able to have this event. We also are needing between 20 and 30 knights to assist 
with cleanup and with the fish fry each week.

Vivat Jesus 
Viva Cristo Rey
In His Service,
Tom, GK, SK



What Is Ash Wednesday and What Happens?

Ash Wednesday is always 46 days before Easter Sunday and marks the beginning of 
the Lenten season. Lent is traditionally a 40-day fast — a reference to the time Jesus 
spent being tempted in the desert — that seeks to prepare the heart of the believer for 
the solemn remembrance of Jesus’ death. It concludes and is followed by a joyous 
Easter Sunday celebration of the resurrection of Christ. For more information on when 
Lent is, visit our When Does Lent Start and End? article.

Ash Wednesday is a penitent service that uses ash to mark the sign of the cross on 
the believer’s forehead, symbolizing our sinful nature and need for salvation. The 
Catholic church usually uses the ashes of Palm Sunday branches from the previous 
year’s Palm Sunday service.

Eat more 
fish!

Brothers we need  help cleaning the kitchen Pavilion area Feb 9, 2021, 1700 hrs.

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/when-is-easter.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/lent/when-does-lent-start-and-end-this-year.html


Knights of Columbus Council 8521  
January Activities

Knight of the Month December 2020 Brother Tomas 
Rubio. Outstanding support to the church, consistently 
supports our 10 am Mass as usher, volunteering at all 
church events, and all around good guy.

The “Shield a Badge with a Prayer” program is designed to 
show support to local Law Enforcement Officers through daily 
prayer. The Texas State Council is promoting this program as a 
“Community” Activity” and encourages your Council or 
Assembly to start a “Shield a Badge with a Prayer” program. 
The goal of “Shield a Badge” is to have every officer “adopted” 
and to have a daily prayer said for that
officer’s Safety, Good Judgment, and a Safe Return Home. 
The commitment is for ONE year. The officer’s name and 
badge number is given to the prayer sponsor. There are NO 
promises beyond a prayer every day (no personal contact, no 
phone calls, and no gifts.) Communication with the officer is 
limited to a card or note a few times a year letting them know 
you are praying for them. If an officer retires during the year, 
the prayer sponsor will be notified and a new officers name will 
be given. As new officers are hired, new prayer sponsors will 
be assigned. Contact: SK Tom Rosol,tdrosol@yahoo.com or 
SK Mike Merta, mikegmerta@yahoo.com .

Brothers we are still in need of Prayer Warriors:

Volunteers needed
Kitchen clean-up at St Joseph’s Catholic Church-Honey Creek

for Feb. 9 2021, 1700hrs.  and with all Friday Fish Fry’s Feb 26-Mar. 26.

mailto:tdrosol@yahoo.com
mailto:mikegmerta@yahoo.com


Jan. 16, 2021- St. Joseph Catholic Church-Honey creek, Quarterly Blood 
drive. We had 96 reservations, with 66 whole blood units collected, and 12 
dual red for a total of 90 units collected. There were only 9 no shows from 
the reservation list .Thank You to all who participated and to the volunteers 
(Tim Jung, Tom Brod, Jeff Mitchell, Larry Koteras) who helped set-up and 
take down in the hall. Coordinator SK Tom Rosal. 

Feb. 14, 2021- Valentine’s Day-- Brothers here’s a friendly reminder that God 
Loves everyone. 

Be kind and merciful. Let no one ever come to you without leaving better 
and happier.
-Mother Teresa of Calcutta, “A gift For God”



FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT
FOR

February 1, 2021

243 Members which includes 96 Insurance, 8 Honorary, 
and 36 Honorary Life  

The dues invoices for 2021 were mailed in December to 196 Knight along with 
2020 Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity Individual Member Worksheet. Email 
reminders were sent to 96 Knights on January 16th . There are 60 Knights who 
have not paid their dues for 2021 for a total of $2,101.75. Please make checks 
payable to Knights of Columbus Council 8521 and mail to Joe Vocks, Financial 
Secretary, 923 River Way Spring Branch, TX 78070. Payments were due 
December 31, 2020.



Brothers,

We pray that you and your family are well and safe during these most trying times of 
COVID-19.

The Golf Tournament Committee, with an abundance of caution, rescheduled the 10th Annual Golf 
Tournament to Friday, May 21, 2021.
It is our hope that you will join us along with eight Wounded Warriors at our 10th Annual Tournament 
in 2021. With your participation the Knights can continue to support the charitable organizations in 
our community.

The Golf Tournament Committee
Joe Vocks, Tom Rosol, Tim Jones, Donald Zaiontz, Ron Janak, Ricardo Garcia, Henry 

Delgado, Skip White, and Terry Temple.

We will have 8 Wounded Warriors playing as our guest.

Please join us for the 10th Annual Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament at the River 
Crossing Club.
See next two slides

There will be a “Silent Auction” of top quality, fully authenticated, autographed sports 
memorabilia.
Date: Friday May 21st

Format: Scramble
Lunch: 11:00 a.m. (Deli Sandwich Buffet)
Registration: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start
Dinner Buffet: Fried Chicken Dinner – After the Tournament 
Prizes: 1st , 2nd , & 3rd by Flights, Closest to the Pin (Men & Women), Straightest 
Drive (Men & Women)
Fee Includes: Green Fee, Range Balls, Cart, Deli Sandwich Lunch Buffet, and Fried 
Chicken Dinner

Registration Deadline: May 17th

Limited to the First 144 Players.

Sign up as an individual or as a team





9th Tournament Hole Sponsors



FAITHFUL COMPTROLLER REPORT
FOR

February 1, 2021

Our Assembly has 110 members which includes 1 Honorary and 6 
Honorary Life. Currently there are 16 Member who has not paid 

their dues for a total of $405 dollars. Reminders and second 
notices will be sent by the end of the month. 

January 5, 2021 Assembly 3439 zoom meeting. The 
Chalice was passed from SK Paul Barton to SK Eloy 
Uresti. SK Uresti’s Family will be offering special 
prayers for Vocations during the Month of January.

Congratulations to SK Mike Merta as he is Assembly 3439 SK 
of The month for January. Supporting various K of C 
activities at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church-Honey Creek . 

Brothers, Feb. 13-14 2021, Dollar 
Club Donation weekend at all masses 
for support of seminarian vocations. 
Please label all donation envelopes 
with “Dollar club”. Please and Thank 
You for your support.



https://stjoseph-honeycreek.org/church/

Our Church Founder Reverend Virgilius Draessel. History

Father Virgilius Draessel Born *May 4, 1849 - Died October 9, 1933

St. Joseph Church Honey Creek became a parish in 1876. Founded 
by German settlers and serviced by a circuit riding priest for many 
years, the first church, a log chapel, was dedicated on August 20, 
1876. A frame church was built in 1892; and then in 1898, Fr. Virgilius 
Draessel, a Franciscan priest arrived as pastor. Fr. Draessel remained 
pastor until his death at Honey Creek on October 9, 1933. He is 
buried under the center aisle of the old church. The old stone church 
was constructed by the parishioners between 1910 and 1913. The 
parish family stayed relatively small until the late 1980’s. 

By 1994 the parish consisted of 450 families and was still rapidly 
growing. As the year 2000 approached the parish recognized and 
accepted the need to build a new church building. The Pastoral 
Council announced in February 2000 that the building process for a 
new church building had begun. A Building Committee was organized 
and a Consulting Firm, RSI, was selected to help the parish in raising 
the funds to build the new church. The slogan "Building for A Faithful 
Future" was developed and used for both Phase I and Phase II of the 
Capital Campaign efforts.

For continued reading click on this link
*Reference: K of C Council 8521 Newsletter Dated Oct. 2016

Father Virgilius Draessel Assembly #3439, 
Spring Branch, TX 78070 US

St. Joseph Catholic Church-Honey Creek History click on link 
below here

https://stjoseph-honeycreek.org/church/


Sir Knights,

The Holy Season of Christmas is now past and Lent is quickly approaching.  Ash 
Wednesday falls upon us in just a few weeks on February 17th.  Although 2020 has 
ended, much of what we experienced during that year is still with us now in 2021 
and will probably continue for most of this year.  As I write this message we still 
have a high number of hospitalized (1276) patients with COVID in our San Antonio 
hospitals and our positivity rate still sits at a high level of ~14.5%, although these 
numbers have been on the decline for the last week.  We hope these numbers 
continue to go down while the numbers of those vaccinated goes up.

Despite the challenges and the disruption that the pandemic continues to cause, 
we know as Sir Knights, that we must rise to the occasion and press on with our 
work in the community, and as leaders in our homes.  Now more than ever, the 
world needs strong men who will stand up and live a life under the example of St. 
Joseph.  How fitting that Pope Francis has designated this liturgical year as The Year 
of St. Joseph.  

With the above in mind I am inviting all Knights (both 3rd and 4th degree), to join me 
in consecrating yourselves to St. Joseph using the below book.  I also invite any of 
you that have already done this consecration to do it again.  This will be my 3rd

consecration.  The book takes you through 33 days of reading (about 15 minutes 
per day) starting on February 15th and ending on the Solemnity of St. Joseph on 
March 19th.  I will also hold a weekly evening Zoom gathering (day and time to be 
determined) for us to share our thoughts on the daily readings from the book and 
to help each other stay on track.  If you plan to participate please email: 
tdrosol@yahoo.com, or call/text: 210-413-8079.

Consecration to St. Joseph
The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father

By: Fr. Donald H. Calloway, MIC
Go to: www.fathercalloway.com to order

Continued

A Message from our Faithfull Navigator

mailto:tdrosol@yahoo.com
http://www.fathercalloway.com/


Continuation

Sir Knights,
As I finish up this message, I ask you to pray for our country and ask God to 

bring the light of his Word and Will into all the lives of the people.  Also, pray for the 
soul of our departed Sir Knight, Christopher Parra and his family.  We lost 
Christopher on Wednesday January 27th.  Finally, pray for the Soul of Mary Mac 
Gittinger who we lost to the virus in December, and for her husband, Sir Knight Paul 
Gittinger who is recovering from the virus and mourning the loss of his beloved 
wife.

Jesus We Trust in You

Tom Rosol-FN Virgilius Draessel Assembly 3439

Tom Rosol

Consecration to St. Joseph
The Wonders of Our Spiritual 

Father
By: Fr. Donald H. Calloway, MIC
Go to: www.fathercalloway.com

to order

http://www.fathercalloway.com/


February Birthdays

Thomas E. Allen Christopher A Burleigh Gregory W. Canfield

Jerry  R. Collazo Frederick L. Dispensiere Msgr. Peter J. Flood

Melvin A. Hutzler Michael F. Kleiss Clifford F. Kotara

Mark C. Lozano Lawrence S. Muzny William A. Perez

Jacob R. Riggs Paul A. Santos Jacob W. Seago

Juan V. Tellez Steven W. Torres Roderick B. Williams

Matthew R. Wohlfeil



Brothers- Please pray for all the families/patients who 
are dealing with COVID-19! For those that died with only 
a nurse or care taker present, to console them and be 
with them as they left this world.

Prayers are really in need during this Pandemic.

A Prayer for Cancer Patients

Father, we pray for all who fight cancer at this moment. We ask that 
you give each person the strength, courage and hope that they 
need to make it through this day. When they are in pain, comfort 
them and give them solace. As they heal, bless them and give them 
strength. We pray that you give all of their friends, family members 
and caregivers the strength to support them during this time. 
Please bring the doctors clarity so that they can choose the right 
course of treatment for each cancer patient. If it is their time to join 
you in everlasting life, we ask that you give the patient strength 
and courage. Guide our thoughts and the works of our hands so 
that we may comfort the sick and do your work on earth. Amen.



Assembly 3439 Council 8521

Terri Jones (Tim) Kathy Detmer (Herb) Peter Mannise 
Robert Hernandez Ken Shores Mary Alice
Melody Brunt & Family Mike Jessup (Merta) Andy Reyna (Scott)

Deacon James Osterhaus Barb Martin Frank Villella
Herb Martin Kimberly Parnell ( Ken Kolacny)    

Scott Mollnar Keith Collins Frank Mendoza
William Rosol (Tom) Ryan Jung (Tim) Larry Leesman Family
Jim Young (Geoffery) Sam Haines Brother (David) Paul Gittinger Family
James Carnicom (Gene Brother) Gary Busenlehner (Dan)
Carolyn Regini (Brother Charlie wife) Deacon Ken Nickel 
Cliff Elrod Diana Alvarado ( Eloy A. wife)

Ray Keller’s wife Jeannie David Hensley (Hugh) Scott Hendry (Hugh)

Roger Contraras Family Karen Forest EJ Russek (McGray)

Diane Sage Father Poncho Father Daniel
Hope Mendoza Tony Hernandez (Fernando P.)

Noah Rosal Danny/Terry Brady Steve Dobson (Joe)

Jeff Mitchell Family Mike Fadden Family Cindy Lane (Hal)
Bob Hauser (Joe)

Knights of Columbus Prayer Request 
Corner

Brother’s Please Pray for:
Updated 1 Feb..2021



Christopher James Parra
13 November 1984- 26 January 2021

Public Viewing and Visitation will be held on February 10, 2021 at 6:00 pm at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church - Honey Creek, 25781 TX-46, Spring Branch, TX. 

Holy Rosary will be held on February 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm at St. Joseph Catholic Church - Honey 
Creek, 25781 TX-46, Spring Branch, TX.

Holy Mass will be held on February 11, 2021 at 10:00 am at St. Joseph Catholic Church - Honey 
Creek, 25781 TX-46, Spring Branch, TX. 

Committal Service with Full Military and CCSD Honors will be held on February 11, 2021 at St 
Josephs Catholic Cemetery-Honey Creek, 25781 TX-46, Spring Branch, TX.

Click on Link

Email Message from our Grand Knight, SK Tom Brod, Dated Jan 26, 2021

“ Please pray for the repose of his soul and for the wellbeing of his family that he leaves behind.

It is difficult when one loses one’s spouse to a sudden illness or passing. It is thought and 
believed by many that a part of ones' life passes with the departed. There are times that one might 
feel and think where they will go from here. The Lord says, "I will guide you along the best 
pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch over you." Psalm 32:8. Let us take comfort in 
knowing that the Lord is ever present knowing of your hurt. Jesus promises His peace to all who 
come to him in trusting faith.

Let us pray for our brother Knight, Deputy Christopher Parra, that he enjoys the peace and 
tranquility of being united with Christ, the Blessed Mother, and those who have gone before him. 
We also pray for peace, patience, and understanding of God's will for his wife and family.
May our Lord and Savior have mercy on his soul and the family he leaves behind on earth who 
waits to be reunited with him in heaven”.

Sir Knight 
Assembly 3439

Brother Knight 
Council 8521

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/new-braunfels-tx/christopher-parra-10028964


NOTE: See the Knights of Columbus Council 8521 WEB Site for the 
most current event calendar. Link:  Council 8521 WEB Site

February 2021

Feb. 2- Assembly 3439 Zoom Meeting

Feb.10- Council 8521 Zoom Meeting

Feb.13-14- 2nd Collection at all Masses for the 
Dollar Club (Seminarian) 

Feb.17- Ash Wednesday/Council 8521 Officers Zoom 
Meeting

Feb. 19,26- Drive thru Fish Fry at St Joseph-Honey 
Creek. Volunteers needed to help clean the kitchen 
and pavilion area. Feb 9, 2021, 1700 hrs.  (then 
with all Friday Fish Fry’s--Feb 26- Mar 26)

March 2021

o Mar. 2, Assembly 3439 Zoom Meeting

o Mar. 5,12,19,and 26th-Friday Fish Fry's 
Volunteers needed to make this a success.

o Mar.10, Council 8521 Zoom Meeting

o Mar.17, Council 8521 Officers Meeting

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/?CNO=8521


Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney God, our Father,
protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your
priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to
lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of
his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his
commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the
inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask
that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth
according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I
now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father   
Hail Mary    

Glory be to the Father 

This new documentary explores the life, legacy and impact of Fr. 
Michael McGivney, the founder of the Knights of Columbus and 
apostle of spiritual brotherhood and unity. 

Click on this link 
Father Michael McGivney An American Blessed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jRbjAWHvyy8
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