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From the Faithful Navigator...
Greetings Sir Knights,

We had a fruitful meeting and looked at our plans for the future.

I hope all of you are aware of the change to the 4th Degree uniform that was introduced at the Supreme

Convention in Missouri. In this newsletter I hope the material will answer your questions. I have heard both

sides on the change and understand your concerns. We will support the new change and take it in stride.

I urge you all to attend the regular meetings and support our efforts to support our charitable works and help us

to live out our motto of the 4th Degree - Patriotism. I would like to see you there.

We have a 4th Degree Exemplification in September. If any of you know of a 3rd Degree that wants to join talk

to them and refer them to either me or the Comptroller (SK Doug Barrett). This includes Clergy. We will get

them through the process of joining.

SK Steven M Ferris

Faithful Navigator

Vivat Jesus!

Remember in Our Prayers
If any member knows of anyone who is in need of our prayers, please let us know. Please feel free to contact

any member of the assembly to let us know and the request will be included here. The Faithful Navigator's

email address is: sassmf@gmail.com. The Comptroller's (Doug Barrett) email address is:

dbarrett.fc2776@gmail.com.

Please pray for SK John Suchewski's family, SK Gary Gilsdorf family

As always, we ask you to pray for Pope Francis and all our priests, that God may keep them in His care and

guide them in their ministry. We also ask you to pray for the men and women of our Armed Forces.
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Birthdays
Tom Miller 09/05

Hector Pelaez 09/05

John Suchewski 09/09

Rhoel Ternate 09/16

Justin Helmberger 09/1 8

Douglas Barrett 09/19

Service Anniversaries
Martin Corona 09/10 (1 yrs)

Jose Dejesus 09/10 (1 yrs)

Patrick Hascall 09/10 (1 yrs)

John Krikorian 09/10 (1 yrs)

Frank Mitchell 09/10 (1 yrs)

John Davis 09/12 (2 yrs)

Vernon Koch 09/12 (2 yrs)

George Obonna 09/12 (2 yrs)

Joseph Williams 09/12 (2 yrs)

News
On the 1 st Saturday of each month Br. John Galvin

leads a Rosary after the 9:00 AM Mass at St.

Bridget’s Catholic Church. The date for the next

Mass and Rosary is September 2nd. Fellow Knights

should come and support this great cause. This

Rosary is in response to the Fatima request by the

Blessed Virgin Mary that reparations be made in

atonement for the sins of the world. If you have any

questions contact SK. John Galvin at 702-977-3282.

The Pancake Breakfast at St. Joan of Arc has been

suspended. SK Tom Howerter will pass on

information as it becomes available.

The Assembly and Council 2828 are jointly

supporting the Knights of Columbus Meals on

Wheels Golf Tournament. Our Knights (and Sir

Knights) are hosting a hole. We will display a

banner and give out drinks. The event will take

place on September 29th at Angel Park Golf Course

(100 S Rampart Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89145).

Anybody can participate in the Golf Tournament.

The entrance fee is $100. All proceeds go to support

the Meals on Wheels program. If you have any

questions you can contact SK Tom Howerter at 702-

882-6498.

There will be a 4th Degree Exemplification at St.

Viator Parish (2461 E. Flamingo Rd, Las Vegas, NV

89121 ) on September 23rd. If you know of any 3rd

Degree Knight who is not yet in the 4th Degree

invite him to join. If you have any questions contact

SK Steve Ferris (702-274-8356) or SK Doug Barrett

(408-887-4050). The Master SK Dave Ryan also

reminded us that there are 61 Clergy that are still not

part of the 4th Degree. He urged us to contact our

clergy and urge then to join the 4th. Since Saturdays

are usually busy for priests there will be a special

4th Degree exemplification on Wednesday,

September 20th.

There is information later in this newsletter on the

new 4th Degree uniform. The new uniform will

completely replace the tuxedos that the Knights

have worn at social and other ocasions. There is lots

of detail below. Knights who have objections to the

new uniform should go through the chain of

command with their concerns. We urge you to NOT

go right to the top and contact Supreme. There is a

discount of $200 on the new uniform if purchased

before September 30th. Contact the Faithful

Navigator if you have any questions.

Upcoming Dates
September 2, 2017 - First Saturday Rosary at St. Bridget's

September 14, 2017 - Regular Assembly Business Meeting at Markich Hall

September 23, 2017 - 4th Degree Exemplification at St. Viator's

September 29, 2017 K ofC Meals on Wheels GolfTournament at Angel Park GolfCourse

Please direct newsletter corrections/queries to SK Doug Barrett (dbarrett.fc2776@gmail.com 408-887-4050)
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New 4th Degree Uniform

The classic ceremonial hats and capes of Fourth

Degree members of the Knights of Columbus that

you may have seen at Mass or at parish events will

now be getting a major alteration.

“This fraternal year, we make another historic

change. The Board of Directors has decided that the

time is right for a modernization of the Fourth

Degree uniform,” Supreme Knight of the Knights of

Columbus Carl Anderson announced on Tuesday at

the Knights’ 1 35th annual international convention in

St. Louis, Missouri.

The Knights ofColumbus is an international Catholic

men’s organization with over 1 .9 million members

worldwide. The organization promotes four virtues of

fraternity, unity, charity, and solidarity among its

members. (The Knights of Columbus are among

Crux’s principal sponsors.)

The Fourth Degree uniform is worn by those who

have reached the highest levels of the Knights of

Columbus, are at least 1 8 years of age and have been

a Third Degree member in good standing.

Each degree is associated with one of the four virtues

of the Knights, with patriotism being associated with

the Fourth Degree.

Members of the Fourth Degree serve in honor guards

for liturgical processions or in color guards at

ceremonial events, hence the distinctive nature of

their uniform.

The uniform of the Fourth Degree has changed

throughout the history of the Knights, as previous

versions included a top hat and a tuxedo with tails.

However, it has remained relatively the same since

1940 - a plumed chapeau which can be worn with

plumes of different recognized colors, a tuxedo, a

cape, and a ceremonial sword.

Now, however, the Knights will be leaving behind

the classic uniform for a “modernized” version, a

blue blazer with the Fourth Degree emblem and dark

gray slacks, a blue Fourth Degree tie, and a beret.

Vice Supreme Masters processed into Mass on

Tuesday at the convention wearing the new uniform.

Anderson then officially announced the change while

delivering the annual report of the Supreme Knight.

The board of directors for the Knights decided for the

change, Anderson said, to “modernize” the dress

uniform that is typically worn at ceremonial or

solemn events.

“On a limited basis, assemblies may choose to

continue using the traditional cape and chapeau for

color corps at public events and for honor guards in

liturgical processions,” Anderson said on Tuesday.

“However, the preferred dress for the Fourth Degree

- including color corps and honor guards - is now the

new uniform of jacket and beret.”
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New 4th Degree Uniform - Q & A
The following FAQ should answer many of the questions that have arisen concerning this change.

Q: Will the new uniform allow the use of ceremonial swords?

A: Yes. Ceremonial swords will continue to be part of the Fourth Degree. When swords are used, gloves should

also be used. (see picture on previous page).

Q: How will rank be distinguished?

A: Colored patches will be worn on the beret behind the Fourth Degree emblem as follows:

Dark Blue Supreme Master

Light Blue Vice Supreme Masters

Gold District Masters

White Faithful Navigators

Green District Marshals

Purple Color Corp Commanders

Those not holding office (who formerly wore red capes) will wear berets with no patch.

Q: Will there be discounts offered on the new uniform?

A: Yes. The Order will subsidize the new uniform with a 25 percent discount offered to all members who order

the new uniform prior to Sept. 30, 2017.

Q: What if a member just purchased the old regalia?

A: Any member who purchased the old regalia after May 1 , 2017, can submit their receipt along with their

member number to regaliacredit@kofc.org. Information will then be sent to that member on how to receive

a $200 credit toward the new uniform.

Q: Is the Order making money on the new uniform?

A: No, the uniform is being sold at (or sometimes below) our cost.

Q: Was the new uniform field tested prior to its release?

A: Yes. The new uniform was field tested by Fourth Degree members attending the Warriors to Lourdes

pilgrimage.

Q: Can the old regalia still be worn?

A: Yes, for a time. While the preference is for the new uniform wherever possible, the old regalia can still be

worn until the end of the current fraternal year (June 30, 2018). After that date, only the new uniform should

be worn.

Q: Who made this decision?

A: The board of directors made this decision earlier this year after a three year period of testing and discussion.

In addition, changing the uniform/regalia was previously discussed with the vice supreme masters at the

Supreme Assembly.

Q: Did members have input on this?

A: For years, supreme officers and directors have received comments from members and prospective members

that the old regalia was a barrier to membership overall, or to membership in the Fourth Degree.

Q: In what context should this change best be understood?

A: During the convention, the Good of the Order Committee stated: We commend all of the faithful Sir Knights

who have proudly worn the Fourth Degree regalia, bringing much respect to the Order. With the new Fourth

Degree uniform, recently approved by the Board ofDirectors, this honor and respect associated with Sir

Knights will remain, and it will open the door more widely for a new generation to join their ranks. In a

spirit of unity, let us assist with a smooth transition to this new uniform and encourage it to be worn with

great dignity and pride.




