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From the Faithful Navigator. . .

Greetings Sir Knights,

The Covid-19 (Corona) Virus reminds us to cherish the living, remember those that have fallen in death, and
honor them all through our charitable deeds and practicing our Catholic faith.

Pending an update on the authorization to have meetings and events and gathering in groups, the May 14,
2020, Thursday, 7 PM. meeting is cancelled. If there are any changes, you will be notified.

Handshakes, hugs, hanging out together, life, liberty, pursuit of happiness. Let us not take these gestures of
freedom or each other for granted.

See information below regarding Assembly Officer Elections.

Respectfully,

SK Zach Z. Vandongen, Faithful Navigator

(725) 261 -6300

vandongenzach@gmail.com

Vivat Jesus!

Remember in Our Prayers
If a member knows of anyone who is in need of our prayers, please let us know. Please feel free to contact a

member of the assembly to let us know and the request will be included here. The Faithful Navigator's email

address is: vandongenzach@gmail.com. The Comptroller's (Doug Barrett) email address is:

dbarrett.fc2776@gmail.com.

Please pray for: John and Jane Galvin, the Paul Gallegos family, Benny Dornak family

As always, we ask you to pray for Pope Francis and all our priests, that God may keep them in His care and

guide them in their ministry. We also ask you to pray for the men and women of our Armed Forces.
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News
We hope this newsletter finds you all well and

still hanging in there. This virus crisis has been

hard on us all – our communities, our Churches,

our families. We all know of those who have

lost their jobs and are waiting for the startup of

the economy. I believe most of us are just

venturing out to the grocery store for essentials.

We are waiting for the shelter in place orders to

be lifted.

I have gained a greater appreciation of being

able to attend Mass. I hope you have taken this

opportunity to dwell on your faith and what part

of your life that it affects. We are fortunate to

have the ability to see celebration of the

Eucharist on the television or streamed on your

computer. To supplement the video Mass we all

have the Rosary available to us. The four sets of

mysteries (Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious, and

Luminous) help us to meditate events of Jesus

Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Additionally, the rosary has the benefit of asking

Mother Mary to intercede for us to Jesus.

Please, please take this time to pray the rosary,

the rosary that was given to each Knight with

their Exemplification into the Knights. We all

look forward to joining with our community in

the celebration ofMass!

We hear that some states are starting to open.

There is some fear out there that this will cause

some additional spread of the disease. It appears

that the businesses have guidance that will

provide for the safety of employees and

customers.

The State Convention will still be held but

attendees will login virtually.

The Assembly needs to conduct the Election of

Officers. Since we cannot have a meeting on

May 14th we will conduct the election via

email.

The Slate ofOfficers is as follows:

Faithful Navigator: SK Brian Bien

Faithful Captain:

Faithful Admiral: SK Zach Vandongen

Faithful Pilot:

Faithful Comptroller: SK Douglas Barrett

Faithful Scribe: SK John Suchewski

Faithful Purser: SK John Geislinger

Faithful Inner Sentinel: SK Steve Kovacs

Faithful Outer Sentinel: SK Nicholas Bulda

Faithful 3 Year Trustee: SK Steve Ferris

Faithful 2 Year Trustee:

Faithful 1 Year Trustee: SK John Galvin

As you can see we have three unfilled positions.

If you desire to hold one of these offices, please

contact Faithful Navigator Zach Vandongen

(Cell: 725-261 -6300, Email

vandongenzach@gmail.com).

Birthdays
Guy Locatelli 05/07
Nicholas Bulda 05/19

Service Anniversaries
Fr. Richard Philiposki 05/26 (5 yrs)



Remembering our Brother SKBenny Dornak

SK Benny Dornak was

born on May 23, 1 942

in El Campo, TX.

Benny joined the Air

Force in 1962 and

married his wife Sandra

in 1963. Benny was

stationed at Air Force

Bases throughout the Unites States and Europe.

He moved his family to Las Vegas in 1974 when

he was stationed at Nellis AFB. Benny retired

from the Air Force in 1982 after serving 20

years for his country. His distinguished career

included many accolades and awards, including

earning the Bronze Star for his actions in

Vietnam. Following his Air Force retirement,

Benny worked as a private contractor

(EG&G/JT3) for 26 years at the Nevada Test

Site on several classified projects that pertained

to our national security.

SK Benny D. Dornak was a devoted husband,

father and grandfather. His children admired

their father for that he could accomplish and fix

anything. His son Eric nicknamed him McGyver

because he was resourceful and patient – he was

a doer. Benny was always helping out others. He

was knowledgeable and helped anyone to the

best of his abilities. Benny worked with his son

David for a grandiose Pirates display on

Halloween. Each year it was bigger and better.

The last Halloween was so elaborate that it was

in essence “Pirates of the Caribbean” in his

son’s front yard. Benny was a great father and

role model to his children and grandchildren. All

of his children attended and graduated college.

Two of his grandchildren graduated college

(Max from Southern Utah University and

Ashley from the University of Nevada, Reno),

two are attending college (Harry at UNLV and

CJ at the United States Air Force Academy), and

the other two, are in high school (Alexa) and

middle school. (Lauren). Benny always

supported the activities of his grand children by

attending their athletic events. Whether it was

cheerleading competitions, tennis, softball,

lacrosse or baseball games, Benny was a proud

grandpa. In fact, both Harry and CJ won state

titles in their respective high school sports

teams, lacrosse and baseball. He traveled and

attended both championships games played in

Northern Nevada. SK Benny also volunteered

with the Boy Scouts of America and supported

many of their activities throughout the years

SK Benny Dornak joined the Knights of

Columbus in 1967. SK Benny was a Knight for

52 years. Benny became a 4th Degree Knight in

2002. Benny served as Grand Knight at the

Prince of Peace Council. As a 4th Degree

Knight SK Benny Dornak was active in the

Color Corp. The 4th Degree Knights Color Corp

support special Church activities, and act as

Honor Guard at Exemplifications and Funerals.

As part of Council 2828 Benny served as

Membership Director and Trustee. As part of the

4th Degree Assembly 2776 SK Benny Dornak

served as Trustee and Color Corp Commander.

SK Benny was very active in the Knights. He

was always a key member of any of the

activities the Knights sponsored. We could

always count on Benny being a part of all

activities – even meetings. It was always a joy

to be at meetings with him – he would always

greet you with a big grin. The last activity that

the Knights worked on was replacing a door in a

downstairs office at Markich Hall on March 5,

2020. The double glass door had been broken by

a vandal. Benny had everything planned out. He

did the preparations by purchasing the door, all

materials needed for the task and the majority of

the tools. Benny had even drawn up the plans

with the measurements needed. It was a 6

person team to accomplish the task and Benny

was a key member. SK Benny honored all of the

deceased Knights with a presentation of a bible

to the family along with a Knight’s letter of

condolence. The Council very much depended

on Benny for his talents and wisdom.
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Upcoming Dates

Events and meeting cancelled through May 15th - possibly longer

May 1-3, 2020 - Nevada State Convention - Virtual Logins

Please direct newsletter corrections/queries to SK Doug Barrett (dbarrett.fc2776@gmail.com 408-887-4050)

SK Benny Dornak passed away on April 11 , 2020. He is preceded in death by his son Matthew in

2018. He leaves behind his wife of 56 years, Sandra, his three children Lisa, David, & Eric and six

grandchildren Max, Ashley, Harry, CJ, Alexa, and Lauren. We are saddened by the loss of our Brother

Knight – he will be dearly missed.
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