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Father Michael J. McGivney Assembly #3004 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Monday, February 24, 2020 
 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Faithful Captain Troy Scheffman. 

 
Roll Call 

The roll of officers was called by the Faithful Comptroller Joe Donahue and noted as follows: 
 

 

 
Faithful Friar Mike Picard led the opening prayer. 
 
Faithful Captain Troy Scheffman led the Pledge of Allegiance and opening ode (God Bless America). 
 
Reading of New Applications – Bill Pilcher 

• Form 4s (7) – Exemplification on March 21 in Longview 
o From OLA 13044 

 Phillip L Bozzo 
o From St Gabriel 12153 

 Stephen J Moe 
o From St Francis of Assisi 12480 

 Francis B Causey III 
 Jonathan F Drost 
 Jeff W Klement 
 Timothy J Frank 
 Michael Brandone 

• Dan Eckelkamp made a motion to accept the candidates. The motion was seconded and 
accepted by voice vote. 

 
Faithful Friar’s Report – Mike Picard 

• As we enter the season of Lent let us reflect on how we can best prepare.  Originally this 
season was meant for those planning to enter the sacrament of Baptism.  Around the 4th 
century the church decided this season was for everyone.  It is a time to look at ourselves 
and identify ways we can improve our relationship with God.  During your confession do you 
frequently confess the same sin?  There’s a big clue about what you need to work on.  Spend 
this time praying to God for help in making the change to move beyond that sin. 

Faithful Friar Deacon Mike Picard Present 
Faithful Navigator Jim Freedle Excused 

Faithful Captain Troy Scheffman Present 

Faithful Admiral Bill Pilcher Present  

Faithful Pilot Ken Seguin Present  

Faithful Comptroller Joe Donahue Present  

Faithful Purser Dan Eckelkamp Present  

Faithful Scribe Jim Goode Present 

Faithful Inner Sentinel Joe Boduch Excused 
 Faithful Outer Sentinel John Bannerman Present  

Faithful 3 Year Trustee James Bailey Present 

Faithful 2 Year Trustee 
tRUSE 

Dave Ayres Present  

Faithful 1 Year Trustee David Harmon Present 
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Faithful Navigator’s Report – Troy Scheffman (for Faithful Navigator) 

• Jim provided Troy with a couple of items. 
o We will identify 4 delegates to represent us at the upcoming biannual meeting on April 

4.  We’ll do this under New Business.  Jim Freedle and Troy Scheffman will be 2 and 
we need 2 more. 

o We’re planning a RoughRiders baseball game outing on April 24. 
o We need to identify and discuss new fundraising ideas. 
o Plan to attend the Exemplification on March 21 in Longview to show our new 

members your support. 
 
Previous Business Meeting Minutes 

• Troy asked if there were any corrections to the previous business meeting minutes.  They 
were sent out by email and posted on our website. Bill Pilcher made a motion to accept the 
minutes as written, which was seconded, and approved by voice vote. 

 
Bills and Communications – Joe Donahue 

• None. 

 

Purser’s Report – Dan Eckelkamp 
Beginning Balance 1/1/2020  $16,464.69 
Total Receipts (dues)  $3,386.28 
Total Expenses      ($320.84) 
Ending spendable balance  $10,279.17 

 
Beginning Chalice Fund Balance 1/1/2020  $9,250.96 
Total Receipts (with dues)  $600.00 
Total Expenses         ($0.00) 
Ending Chalice Fund 1/31/2020  $9,850.96 

 
Ending Balance 1/31/2020 $20,130.13 

 

Joe Donahue made a motion to accept the purser’s report. The motion was seconded and 

approved by voice vote. 

 

Comptroller’s Report – Joe Donahue 

• We, currently, have 83 members with unpaid dues of 256 members. Several members have 

been suspended from the assembly.  Third notices have gone out by email and postal mail.  

Members have until the end of March to pay and then we’ll discuss next steps. 

• Joe has received requests for badges and is waiting to group the order.  Please be patient. 

 
Committees – Marc Misuraca (for Faithful Captain) 

• Color Corps (Dan Eckelkamp) 

− We have 2 calls this week. 

• A funeral at St Mark’s Friday morning 

• A Corporate Communion Saturday afternoon at SEAS 

− We get calls almost every week from councils who have no CC or very few members.  We 

have 6 CC and respond to a call almost every week with 2-3 members.  If you are 

considering becoming a CC member please know that uniforms are now made in the US 

and are less expensive ($449 total).  The company provides a layaway plan. 

• Patriotism (James Bailey) 
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− Last week James sent out an email request to send a birthday card to a WWII vet who is 

turning 103. 

− Movie Day at the VA Hospital in Bonham is scheduled for March 21.  James will be at 

the Exemplification so John Bannerman will chair the event.  We need about 10 

volunteers.  Be there at noon.  They provide the movie.  We bring cake, ice cream, 

candy, soda and water and show them some love. 

− The VA Hospital BBQ in Bonham is scheduled for May 16.  We’ll need about 30 

volunteers.  We should have live music and have a chance to visit will many of the 

veterans.  This is a good event for spouses to help and James thinks the Squire Roses 

will be there, too.  Start setup about 10 am and start cooking about 10:45 am. 

• Member Welfare (Don Ancelin – not present)  

− No report. 

• Safe Environment (we currently need a person to fill this role) 

− No report. 

• Fundraisers (Dan Eckelkamp) 
− In the past we have tagged along with Council 13044 (OLA) to work concession stand 

#10 at Toyota Stadium.  13044 will continue to work at the stadium but will work in the 

Players Club instead of the stand.  This is a premium venue that will only require 10 

volunteers to staff and we will get $75 per person per event.  If you want to work and are 

TABC licensed please sign up.  If more people sign up, they will farm us out to other 

venues at $50 per person per event.  The stand typically took 24-26 volunteers which 

was getting harder to recruit.  The Players Club in inside with AC and meals are 

prepared by the onsite chef.  We will primarily serve alcohol.  We also saw income from 

the stand decrease from about $1200 per game to about $500 per game as a result of 

other vendor changes.  The TABC license costs about $11-$12 and is good for 2 years.  

The assembly will reimburse the cost. 

• Memorial Form (Troy Scheffman) 

− We just learned that Lester Plutz of St Gabriel passed away and we had not previously 

been notified.  Lester did not have a Memorial Form on file.  We will make a $400 

donation to the military chaplaincy fund which goes to help seminarians slated to become 

military chaplains.  The memorial form can be found on the website, on the News & 

Announcements page near the bottom of the page.  You can download, fill out the form, 

and return it to the Faithful Captain Troy Scheffman. 

 

Unfinished Business 

− None. 

 

Report of the Area Secretary – Richard McCaffrey 

• As was stated earlier the next exemplification is on March 21 in Longview.  I encourage you to 
attend. 

• The biannual meeting will take place at Council 799 Hall in Dallas on April 4.  We can have 4 
voting delegates.  Each assembly will present a report of what has been accomplished over 
the past 2 years.  Also, we will present candidates for the DM position.  3 names will be 
forwarded to the Vice Supreme Master. 

 
Trustees Report – Dave Ayres 

• Presented the Faithful Captain with a draft slate of officers for the 2020-2021 fraternal year. 
 
New Business 
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• Biannual district meeting April 4 at 799’s Council Hall in Dallas from 9 am until noon.  Jim 
Freedle and Troy Scheffman plan to attend.  Joe Donahue and Chuck Johnston will also 
attend. 

• Proposed 2020-2021 slate of officers.  This is a draft and you can still add your name to the 
list.  All members can vote on these at the next business meeting, which will be in May.  
Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor in that meeting prior to the vote. 

- Faithful Navigator – Jim Freedle 
- Faithful Friar – Michael Picard (appointed by FN) 
- Faithful Captain – Troy Scheffman 
- Faithful Admiral – Bill Pilcher 
- Faithful Pilot – John Bannerman 
- Faithful Comptroller – Joe Donahue (appointed by Supreme) 
- Faithful Purser – Dan Eckelkamp 
- Faithful Scribe – Jim Goode 
- Faithful Inner Sentinel – Sean Bannerman 
- Faithful Outer Sentinel – Joe Boduch 
- Faithful 3-Year Trustee – Chuck Johnston 
- Faithful 2-Year Trustee – James Bailey (automatic move from 3-Tear) 
- Faithful 1-Year Trustee – Dave Ayres (automatic move from 2-Year) 

• John McAllister, St Gabriel, has talked with the pastor about holding a Memorial Day ceremony 
at the church.  He invited the Color Corps to participate this year.  If you’d like to help or have 
comments or suggestions contact John at jwmsjm1046@gmail.com.  He will collect names of 
fallen veterans, read their names and ring a bell during the ceremony.  Joe Donahue and Dan 
Eckelkamp answered yes for the Color Corps to participate. 

• Dan Eckelkamp said the upcoming biannual meeting provides an excellent opportunity to 
submit candidates for the District Master position.  We must vote on them and submit letters of 
recommendation for each.  We have two candidates: Ken Franch and Richard McCaffrey.  Dan 
made a motion that we accept and submit these two candidates.  The motion received a 
second and Troy asked for discussion.  There was no discussion and the motion carried by 
voice vote. 
 

Report of 3rd
 
Degree Councils 

12480 (St. Francis, James Bailey) 

- Held their Mardi Gras celebration this past weekend 

- Working on pulling a new degree team together 

12153 (St. Gabriel, David Harmon) 

- Celebrated 1 year in the new sanctuary 

- Will start fish fries this Friday 

13044 (Our Lady of Angels, Dan Eckelkamp) 

- Will start fish fries this Friday 

7850 (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Jim Goode) 

- Will celebrate Mardi Gras tomorrow night, Fat Tuesday 

- Will have a fish fry on Friday April 3 

- Will hold our annual golf tournament Friday May 1 

 

Good of the Order 
Prayers were asked for: 

- Rosie Camp 

- Noah Ayres 

- Pat Bamberger 
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- Penny Miller 

- Peggy Eckelkamp 

- The repose of the soul of Robert DeMuth (Jim Freedle’s father-in-law) 

- The repose of the soul of Lester Plutz of St Gabriel 

 
Faithful Friar Mike Picard led us in a closing prayer. 
Faithful Captain Troy Scheffman led the closing ode (God Bless America, again). 
 
There were 21 Sir Knights in attendance.  The meeting was closed at 8:22 pm. 
 
The next officers meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 3/17/20, Our Lady of Angels, 7 pm. 
The next patriotic event is Saturday, 3/21/20, VA Hospital Movie Day, Bonham, TX, noon. 
The next business meeting is Monday, 5/18/20, Our Lady of Angels, 7:30 pm. 

Minutes recorded by Faithful Scribe 

SK Jim Goode 

 


