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Father Michael J. McGivney Assembly #3004 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 24, 2017 
 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:47 pm by Faithful Navigator Bill Pilcher. 

 
Roll Call 

The roll of officers was called by the Faithful Comptroller Joe Donohue and noted as follows: 
 

 

 
Faithful Friar Mike Picard led the opening prayer. 
Faithful Navigator Bill Pilcher led the Pledge of Allegiance and opening ode. 
 
Reading of Applications – Richard McCaffrey 

• We have a transfer application from Council 7850, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.  Leopoldo ‘Leo’ 
Miranda transferring from an assembly in El Paso, TX.  Leo was asked to step outside.  Dan 
Eckelkamp made a motion that we accept the application as read.  The motion was 
seconded and approved by voice vote.  The guard invited Leo back into the chamber.  Leo 
told us he is a retired industrial engineer and he and his wife moved here from the 
Washington DC area.  He first joined the Knights in 1985 in El Paso.  Their children went to 
Texas A&M, he and his wife moved to Europe and then to DC.  A daughter and grandchildren 
brought them to Plano.  He is thrilled to be in the 4th Degree once again. 

• New applications to the 4th Degree 
o David W Stroud – Council 12480 – St. Francis 
o Richard J Moncello, Jr – Council 12480 – St. Francis 
o Kenneth E Seguin – Council 12480 – St. Francis 
o Matthew J Blimline – Council 12480 – St. Francis 
o Robert J Spallone – Council 12153 – St. Gabriel 
o John B Solan – Council 12153 – St. Gabriel 

• Dan Eckelkamp made a motion to accept the 6 applications as read which was seconded 
and approved by voice vote. 

• Richard also pointed we need to recruit as quickly as possible so we can read in all 
applications not later than the August business meeting to get all the paperwork processed 
before the 10/7 exemplification. 

 

Faithful Friar’s Report – Mike Picard 

Faithful Friar Deacon Mike Picard Present 
 Faithful Navigator Bill Pilcher Present 

Faithful Captain Jim Freedle Present 

Faithful Admiral Richard McCaffrey Present 

Faithful Pilot Claudio Onofrio Excused 

Faithful Comptroller Joe Donohue Present 

Faithful Purser Dan Eckelkamp Present 

Faithful Scribe Jim Goode Present 

Faithful Inner Sentinel David Harmon Present 

Faithful Outer Sentinel Sam Misuraca Present 

Faithful 3 Year Trustee Dave Ayres Excused 

Faithful 2 Year Trustee Marc Misuraca Present 

Faithful 1 Year Trustee Don Ancelin Present 
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• Mike Picard asked us to recall yesterday’s gospel.  A farmer sowed wheat seeds and an 
enemy came along and sowed weeds.  They then grew up together.  A few years ago, Mike 
went to Memphis with the parish youth on a SHINE Mission.  For 2 of the 3 days they went to 
an organic farm (uses no pesticides) and pull weeds.  It wasn’t a forty-acre farm, but with all 
they were growing the crops were quite overrun with weeds.  For some of the crops the crop 
was well distinguished from the weed, but for some it was very hard to tell which was the 
weed.  Mike is sure that the youth pulled good crop versus weeds.  So, he definitely 
understands the gospel’s command to wait until harvest so as not to pull up the good crop.  
We will be judged at harvest time, when that time comes.  It’s up to the master to judge, not 
us which we are very prone to do.  Pop Francis tells us that we should be unbiased, 
unjudging, and accepting.  Jesus gave everyone a chance to be good.  You and I can’t tell 
the difference, just like comparing a good crop from a weed.  We need to remember that. 

 
Faithful Navigator’s Report – Bill Pilcher 

• The audit for the period ending 6/30 was successfully completed. 
• Toward the end of June, a 3rd Degree Knight named Joseph Onisto, was exemplified in the 

4th Degree during a special ceremony held in his home.  Joseph, a 97-year-old retired 
veteran, contacted David Harmon (Council 12153, St. Gabriel) who informed the assembly 
who worked with DM Pat Conway who got approval from Supreme for an exception to move 
forward.  Pat Conway, Dan Eckelkamp, Richard McCaffrey, David Harmon, Ken Franch, and 
Bill Pilcher were present along with Joseph’s wife.  Joseph was an army air corps WWII, 
Korean, and Viet Nam veteran.  He had been a 3rd Degree for a very long time and his 
biggest regret was not ever becoming a 4th Degree. 

• Bill has been busy and has visited 2 of the designated feeder councils to recruit new 
members.  The exemplification will take place at the Hurst Conference Center 10/6 through 
10/8.  This exemplification is for all of us, not just the new candidates.  Bring your spouse and 
experience the 4th Degree all over again.  This year we are going back to the old format with 
the hospitality suite Friday night, ceremony / ladies luncheon / banquet on Saturday, and 
closing / memorial mass Sunday morning.  Use the trifold and meal reservation forms on the 
website event calendar to make your plans and get to the right place.  [Scribe’s note – Hurst 
also has a convention center that’s in a different location.]  Bill and Richard plan to visit each 
of the councils one more time before our August business meeting.  Richard encouraged 
each member to recruit because your efforts are more effective than his and Bill’s.  Non-
designated feeder councils cannot actively recruit for this assembly during council meetings 
and events.  Returned form 4 applications must be signed by your Financial Secretary so the 
assembly knows the applicant is a 3rd Degree in good standing.  If the applicant is not yet a 
3rd Degree Knight they can attend the major degree at OLA on August 12th. 

• Faithful Captain Jim Freedle has raffle tickets for the drawing to take place at the 
exemplification on 10/7.  Tickets are 1 for $5, 3 for $10 and the prizes are $600, $350, $250, 
$150, $100, and $50.  The assembly is being assessed for the tickets and you can purchase 
them up until the day of the drawing. 

• At the officer and director meetings we have begun talking about ways to increase meeting 
attendance.  During the past couple of weeks Bill said he has seen a lot of 4th Degree 
members who he has never seen at one of our meetings or events.  He encouraged us to 
reach out to our 4th degree brothers and ask them to attend meetings when we have them.  
Bill is also open to suggestions on how to make the meetings more informative and 
enjoyable.  Some ideas he’s heard so far are 1) having the councils rotate providing after 
meeting snacks, 2) inviting a guest speaker.  We have decided to hold business meetings on 
2 consecutive months 4 times a year [the website calendar reflects this change and contains 
all known events.  One of those meetings may be a social.  The other 4 months will be 
reserved for patriotic events.  Brian Byrwa mentioned using a phone tree. 

• Our next general business meeting will be Monday, August 28, and will be the last 
opportunity to read in new 4th Degree applicants.   
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Previous Business Meeting Minutes – Jim Goode 

• Richard made a motion that the minutes as sent out by email, and posted on the website, be 
approved as published which was seconded. Bill conducted a voice vote and the motion 
carried. 

 
Bills and Communications – Joe Donohue 

• Bill read a communication from John Bickel regarding the “Can-paign 22” fundraiser to build a 
home and spa for veteran’s recovery in Washington state.  They have raised over $11,000 
with 59% of the cans returned.  Bill has provided John with GK names for the other councils 
in the assembly to see if he can run this fundraiser at other parishes.  [Scribe’s note – You 
may recall a previous set of minutes where John made a presentation.  This desired facility 
will hopefully begin to stop the pattern of 22 veterans committing suicide every day.] 

• Joe said he has received no bills, but has received dues from 2 members.  One of those was 
Leo Miranda who paid his dues when he joined tonight. 

 
Purser – Dan Eckelkamp 

Beginning Balance 5/22/2017  $16,871.76 
Receipts:   
  Total Receipts  $899.16 
Expenses:   
  Total Expenses     ($919.22) 
Ending spendable balance  $8,855.74 

 
Ending Chalice Fund 6/30/2017  $7,995.96 

 
Ending Balance 6/30/2017 $16,851.70 

 

Comptroller – Joe Donohue 

• No additional report 

 

Committees 

• Patriotism (Dave Ayers)  

− The next event will be a picnic lunch at the Texas State Veterans Home in Bonham on 

Saturday, September 2nd.  Dave has already sent out a request for volunteers. 

− Dave is actively seeking a replacement as patriotic events coordinator.  Contact Dave or 

Bill if you have an interest in becoming the coordinator. 

• Member Welfare (Don Ancelin)  

− No report 

• Color Corps (Dan Eckelkamp) 

− A district wide request has gone out for August 26 at St. Ann in Kaufman.  The Bishop is 

coming for a special mass that day. 

− There will probably be another call for mid-August for the mass of remembrance. 

• Safe Environment (Bob Kennedy) 

− No report 

• Memorial Form (Jim Freedle) 

− See proposed budget below 

• Fundraisers (Dan Eckelkamp, excused) 
− Our only fundraiser is working at the concession stands at Toyota Stadium.  Scheduled 

by Our Lady of Angels Council 13044, we augment their staff and earn an amount per 

person per event.  The next event is scheduled for 7/29 (7 games remaining.  See 

website calendar for other dates).  We have had low participation the last couple of 



www.KofCAssembly3004.org 4 of 6 July 2017 Business Meeting Minutes 

years.  We only earned $1,000 last year.  We have earned more than that this year, but 

there aren’t many games left.  If we pass the budget on the table, and only earn a couple 

of thousand this year, the treasury will run dry this time next year.  Per Richard, wives 

and adult children can also work the event and we get credit for each person working.  

Richard said this event is much easier, and provides more income, than most 

fundraisers he sees other assemblies doing.  We earn $45-$60 per person at a soccer 

game and anywhere from $150-$250 per person at a concert.  We don’t provide 

anything but manpower.  Dan provides a maroon KofC (no council identification) Tee-

shirt and we wear a Dr. Pepper provided cap.  People now know we are Knights and we 

get a lot of tips, too.  This is the first year we have been allowed to wear logo tee-shirts.  

This is progress. 

 

Applications 

• Read in at the beginning 
 

Report of the Trustees 

• None.  See New Business for the new slate of officers. 
 
Unfinished Business 

• Proposed 2017-2018 budget (see last page).  Bill indicated there were copies on the table as 

you came in.  The proposed budget was presented in the May meeting and tabled for 

discussion tonight.  Richard McCaffrey moved that we un-table the proposed budget and 

discuss it.  The motion was seconded and approved by voice vote.  Dan explained that any 

expense over $500 requires a vote.  Preparing a budget allows members to approve expenses 

in advance. 

− Chalice fund $2,000.  Dan explained we allocate $400 as a memorial when a member dies.  

We budget for 5 members per year.  We have money in the fund, and $5 of your annual 

dues goes into that fund each year.  Brian Byrwa asked if we knew who had not yet 

submitted a memorial form and Dan’s answer was 90% (Members can find the required 

form and instructions on our website under News and Announcements.  You can indicate 

your preference, Yes or No, sign it and turn it in.). 

− By laws relief fund $200.  Our by-laws say we can spend $200 to help a member in 

distress. 

− Mike Picard asked how the budget compares to what we expect to take in this year.  Dan’s 

answer was that we expect about $4,400 in dues, $200 from RSVP, $150 raffle tickets, 

$1,100 to memorial fund… about $7,500 without the fundraiser.  With a budget of $18,275 

we need to raise over $10,000 this year to meet the budget. 

− Jerry Baskett asked how a member of both Council 13044 and Assembly 3004 could 

specify that working an event should go to the assembly.  Dan said he watches and 

allocates about every 4th or 5th event to the assembly.  The member can, however, indicate 

the recipient for each event worked. 

− Dan added one category to the budget that was forgotten.  Bank fees of $200 added. 

− Steve Bichler asked if exemplification included hospitality expenses.  Dan said that in the 

past our costs has been about $1,200.  This was with 3 assemblies carrying the load.  The 

District Master plans to share the cost over all assemblies this year, so the real cost is yet 

unknown.  Our cost should be less. 

− When there was no more discussion FN Bill Pilcher called for a motion to accept the 

budget.  A motion was made by Dan Eckelkamp to accept the amended proposed budget 

and seconded several times.  The budget passed by voice vote. 
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Trustees Report 

• Per Don Ancelin the audit was completed and submitted. 
 
Report of the Area Secretary – Richard McCaffrey 

• The upcoming exemplification is a big deal per Richard, and the fact that we’re going back to 
the previous format is a bigger deal.  Richard encouraged everyone to plan to attend with their 
spouse and observe the 4th degree exemplification.  There will be a special lunch and 
presentation for the wives.  Your forms and money must be turned in by the August business 
meeting to ensure you have a reserved spot.  If you can’t attend the 8/28/17 meeting send your 
forms and money with someone who will attend.  The dress for 4th degree members is still the 
tuxedo, social baldric, white pleated tux shirt (no wing tip collar), bow tie for the exemplification 
ceremony and banquet. 

• Ken Franch pointed out that on Sunday the memorial mass will include the calling out of 
members who passed away this past year. 

• Ken said we also have a new Vice Supreme Master named David Rowe. 
 
New Business 

 

Report of 3
rd 

Degree Councils 

12480 (St. Francis, Brian Byrwa) 

-  Will help the ACTS team with a BBQ 

-  Will also be cooking for Cultural Days 

12153 (St. Gabriel, George Balsam) 

-  Update on Can’paign’ raised over $11,000 with almost 80% of the cans 
returned 

13044 (Our Lady of Angels, Jerry Baskett) 

-  No report 

7850 (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Jim Goode) 

-  We hosted a successful BBQ dinner for the parish on 7/14 

-  Mid August we will have our annual bowling challenge between the council 
and Men’s Club 

 9903 (St. Michael, Rico Urbani) 

-  St Michael has a new priest 

DDC (Dallas Diocese Chapter, Don Ancelin) 

- Recently held their quarterly meeting.  The last meeting included a dinner 
and speaker Former State Deputy Leo Hanus speaker.  Don highly 
recommends that each council send a representative to the quarterly DDC 
meetings. 

 

Good of the Order 
Prayers were asked for: 

-  The repose of the soul of Brother Brian Byrwa’s brother Steve 

-  Brother Leo Miranda’s 94-year-old mother is scheduled for surgery 

-  Brother Ernie Mueller is scheduled for more amputation surgery 

 
Faithful Friar Mike Picard led us in a closing prayer. 
Faithful Captain Bill Pilcher led the closing ode. 
 
There were 24 Sir Knights in attendance.  The meeting was closed at 8:49 pm. 
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The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, 8/28/17, 7:30 pm, Our Lady of Angels. 

Minutes recorded by Faithful Scribe 

SK Jim Goode 


