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Representatives  

November 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 19 November – Dedication of Soldiers’ National Cemetery, 

Gettysburg, PA (Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address), 1863 

• 20 November – Battle of Tarawa begins, 1943  

• 21 November – Solemnity of Christ the King 

• 21 November - Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 21 November – Mayflower anchors off Provincetown, (MA), 1620 

• 22 November – Assassination of John F. Kennedy, 1963 

• 25 November – Thanksgiving 

• 27 November – Battle of the Chosin Reservoir begins, DPRK, 1950 

•  28 November – First Sunday of Advent – Church New Year 

• 30 November – Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 

• 02 December – Council 10940 Christmas Party 

• 07 December – Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor, 1941 

• 07 December – Battle of An Lao begins, RVN, 1964 

• 07 December – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 08 December – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

• 08 December – Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, 1863 

• 08 December – United States Declares War on Japan, 1941 

• 08 December - Battle of Wake Island begins, 1941 

• 10 December – Council 14690 Christmas Party 

• 11 December – United States Enters World War II in Europe, 1941 

• 12 December – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

• 15 December – Bill of Rights Ratified, 1791 

NOVEMBER 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Thanksgiving is upon us, and we 
have so much to be thankful for, but 
as we express our gratitude to God 
for our blessings, we must not 
forget the plight of the unborn 
whose lives continue to be under 
relentless attack. These helpless 
children rely on us to fight the 
battle for their survival for them. On 
December 1st,  the United States 
Supreme Court will hear oral 
arguments in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, a 
challenge to a Mississippi law which 
bans nearly all abortions after the 
15th week of pregnancy. This is the 
first time SCOTUS will rule on the 
constitutionality of a pre-viability 
abortion ban since Roe v. Wade. 
The Supreme Court’s current make-
up has the “Culture of Death” 
worried, especially after it refused 
to block the Texas Heartbeat Law. 
This is our battle: As Knights, we 
must lead the effort to defeat the 
Culture of Death: pray the “Rosary 
for Life” daily; attend Mass as 
frequently as possible; pray for 
Wisdom for the Justices. 
Remain faithful and undeterred; 
remember, Our Lord is with us 
always, even to the end of the age. 
The Evil One will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, over the next few weeks we’ll be observing two significant Solemnities, and two Marian Feasts.  
One of the Solemnities and one of the Marian Feasts are of particular significance to we citizens of the United 
States.  I have chosen to submit all four to you for reflection: the “Solemnity of Christ the King”, on 21 
November; the “Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary”, also on 21 November; the “Solemnity 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary” (Holy Day of Obligation in the United States), on 08 
December; and the “Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe”, on 12 December.  Our Lady, under her title of “The 
Immaculate Conception” is the Patroness of the United States, and under her title of “Our Lady of Guadalupe” 
is the Patroness of the Americas.  

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

Solemnity of Christ the King 

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe, or Christ the King.  
Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his encyclical Quas primas (“In the first”) to respond to growing 
secularism and atheism.  He recognized that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law” out of public 
life would result in continuing discord among people and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while 
governments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever. 
During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia, and some parts of Europe, militantly secularistic regimes 
threatened not just the Catholic Church and its faithful but civilization itself. Pope Pius XI’s encyclical gave 
Catholics hope and—while governments around them crumbled—the assurance that Christ the King shall reign 
forever.  Jesus Christ “is very truth, and it is from him that truth must be obediently received by all 
mankind” (Quas primas, 7). 
Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching on the Incarnation.  Jesus is fully God and fully man.  He is 
both the divine Lord and the man who suffered and died on the Cross.  One person of the Trinity unites himself 
to human nature and reigns over all creation as the Incarnate Son of God.  “From this it follows not only that 
Christ is to be adored by angels and men, but that to him as man angels and men are subject, and must 
recognize his empire; by reason of the hypostatic union Christ has power over all creatures” (Quas primas, 13). 
 
The Church calls us to acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our whole lives: 
He must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect submission and firm bel ief to revealed 
truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws and precepts 
of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love God above all things, 
and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which should serve as 
instruments for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul, ‘as 
instruments of justice unto God.’ -Quas primas, 33 

Today, religious freedom for many people means that we can believe whatever we want in private, but when 
we enter the public square or the marketplace, we may not speak of anything that relates to our 
faith.  However, the Church acknowledges the reign of Christ, not only privately, but publicly.  This solemnity 
encourages us the celebrate and live out our faith in public.  “Thus by sermons preached at meetings and in 
churches, by public adoration of the Blessed Sacrament exposed and by solemn processions, men unite in 
paying homage to Christ, whom God has given them for their King” (Quas primas, 26). 

For Christians, when our faith is repeatedly marginalized in public life, we can fall into the habit of 
compartmentalizing our lives.  We love Jesus in our private lives, but we shrink from acknowledging the 
kingship of Christ in social life.  When we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, we declare to the world 
and remind ourselves that Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire universe. 



 

 

Unity, Fraternity, Charity and Patriotism 

Quas primas © 1925, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrated annually on November 21st, 
commemorates the presentation of the Blessed Virgin as a child by her parents in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Before Mary's birth, her parents received a heavenly message that they would bear a child. In thanksgiving for 
the God's gift of Mary's birth, they took her to the Temple to consecrate their only daughter to The Lord. The 
celebration of the Feast is first documented in the 11th century within the Byzantine Catholic Church. It was 
introduced into the Roman Catholic Church in the 15th century by Pope Gregory XI, then removed from the 
calendar by Pope Pius V in the mid-6th century. Pope Sixtus V later reestablished the feast in 1585, and it is 
still celebrated today, commemorating the faith of her parents, Joachim and Anne, and the purity of Mary. 

This year, the Feast of the Presentation of Mary falls on Sunday, the Solemnity of Christ the King, which of 
course, takes precedence. 

CNA 

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Immaculate Conception, a solemnity celebrated on December 8, is the patronal feast of the United States. 

In 1854, Pope Pius IX's solemn declaration, “Ineffabilis Deus”, clarified with finality the long-held belief of the 
Church that Mary was conceived free from original sin. In proclaiming the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
as a dogma of the Church, the pope expressed precisely and clearly that Mary was conceived free from the 
stain of original sin. This privilege of Mary derives from God's having chosen her as Mother of the Savior; thus, 
Mary received the benefits of salvation in Christ from the very moment of her conception. 

This great gift to Mary, an ordinary human being just like us, was fitting because she was destined to be 
Mother of God. The purity and holiness of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for all Christians. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says of the Immaculate Conception of Mary: 

490. To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role". 
The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace". In fact, in order for Mary to 
be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be 
wholly borne by God's grace. 

491. Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, 
was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1844: "The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of 
her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin." (Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 1854.) 

492. The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her 
conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of 
her Son." The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
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in the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless 
before him in love." 

493. The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God "the All-Holy" (Panagia) and celebrate her as 
"free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature". By the grace 
of God Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. 

The National Shrine in the United States, Washington D.C. 

Mary is honored at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception as the Patroness of the 
United States of America. In May of 1846, twenty-one bishops and one archbishop attended the Sixth 
Provincial Council of Baltimore, along with their theologians.  It was at this Council that the American Hierarchy 
named for the first time, the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of the Immaculate Conception as the Patroness 
of the United States. Pope Pius IX ratified this action of the American hierarchy in February 1847. 

There are seventy chapels and oratories. The various ethnic representations of the Blessed Mother given in 
mosaic, sculpture and other artistic renderings, symbolic of the immigrant population of America, as well as 
those of saints and biblical and salvific events, richly ornament the interior and exterior of the church. In 
addition, the upper and lower churches, inside and outside, provide a visual account of the history of the 
Roman Catholic faith, as well as the history of the Catholic Church in the United States of America. 

Catholic News Agency 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The Virgin of Guadalupe, like the shroud of Turin, appears on a piece of fabric. Both are sacred objects, hundreds 
of years old, and both depict an image said to be miraculous. The Virgin of Guadalupe was declared Queen of 
Mexico and is Patron of the Americas. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe first introduced herself as the Mother of God and the mother of all humanity when she 
appeared on the hill of Tepeyac in Mexico in 1531. An indigenous peasant, Juan Diego. On Saturday morning 
December 9, 1531, Juan was on his way to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in honor of Our Lady. As he walked 
by a hill called Tepeyac he heard beautiful music like the warbling of birds. A radiant cloud appeared, and within 
it stood an Indian maiden dressed like an Aztec princess. The lady spoke to him in his own language and, after 
she had identified herself to him, Our Lady asked that Juan build her a shrine in that same spot, in order for her 
to show and share her love and compassion with all those who believe. She sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a 
Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga.  

Initially, the bishop dismissed Juan, but eventually told him to have the lady give him a sign. About this same 
time Juan’s uncle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try to avoid the lady. Nevertheless, the lady found 
Juan, assured him that his uncle would recover. 

On December 12, Juan Diego returned to the hill and encountered Our Lady again. The Virgin told him to climb 
to the top of the hill and pick some flowers to present to the Archbishop.  Although it was winter and nothing 
should have been in bloom, Juan Diego found an abundance of flowers of a type he had never seen before. The 
Virgin bundled the flowers into Juan's cloak, known as a tilma. When Juan Diego presented the tilma of exotic 
flowers to Zumárraga, the flowers fell to the ground and the bishop sank to his knees. He recognized the flowers 
as Castilian roses, which are not found in Mexico. Even more significant, however, was that the tilma had been 
miraculously imprinted with a colorful image of the Virgin herself exactly as she had appeared at the hill of 
Tepeyac. 
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This actual tilma, preserved since that date and showing the familiar image of the Virgin Mary with her head 
bowed and hands together in prayer, represents the Virgin of Guadalupe. It remains perhaps the most sacred 
object in all of Mexico. 
 
The story is best known from a manuscript written in the Aztec’s native language Nahuatl by the scholar Antonio 
Valeriano. It was written sometime after 1556.  
 
Over 20 million people visit the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe each year, now situated on the very same 
hill on which she appeared. 
 

In 1990, Pope Saint John Paul II visited Mexico and beatified Juan Diego. 10 years later, in the year 2000, he 
was declared a Saint. 

 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, is 

inscribed with the following prayer, requesting the intercession of the Blessed Mother under her title as the 
Patroness of Latin America: 

Dearest Lady of Guadalupe, fruitful Mother of Holiness, teach me your ways of gentleness and strength. Hear 
my prayer offered with deepfelt confidence to beg this favor…. O Mary, conceived without sin, I come to your 
throne of grace to share the fervent devotion of your faithful Mexican children who call to you under the 
glorious Aztec title of “Guadalupe” the virgin who crushed the serpent. Queen of Martyrs, whose Immaculate 
heart was pierced by seven wounds of grief, help me to walk valiantly amid the sharp thorns thrown across my 
pathway. Queen of Apostles aid me to win souls for the Sacred Heart of my Savior. I plead this through the 
merits of your merciful Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Vatican News, Franciscan Media, Basilica of the National Shrine 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Assembly 3417/St. Peter’s Council 10940 Christmas Party 

In coordination with Council 10940, the Assembly Christmas Party will be held on Thursday, 02 December in 
the Cana Ballroom, beginning at 6:00 p.m., dinner is being catered by Hungry Horse.  As custom, the Assembly 
will support with a Wheelbarrow of Cheer and Quilt Raffle. Spirit donations can be made at the door. If you 
plan to attend, please advise WGK SK Greg Jaeger (grjlc@gvtc.com) as soon as possible. 

• St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 14690 Christmas Party 

St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 14690 Christmas Party and Toy Drive will be held on Friday, 10 December in the 
Marron Center, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Doors open at 5:30, Social Hour 6:00-7:00, Dinner (catered by Olive 
Garden) at 7:00, Raffles (Wheelbarrow of Cheer and 50/50) at 8:30.  Tickets ($35.00 per person) available 
online (seaskofc.org). Spirit donations can be made at the door. Please bring a new or unused toy to be 
distributed by SEAS SVDP Ministry. 

 

mailto:grjlc@gvtc.com
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• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

Assembly 3417’s “Chalice Fund” was created to provide a memorial gift in the name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The 
gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in 
the absence of his expressed preference, a memorial contribution will be made to the Archdiocese Seminary Fund).  

I ask you all to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.  If you have not yet indicated a preference, 
please and send me a note indicating your preference.  

 

• UCCB Pro Life Website 

o prolife@usccb.org 

• Pray for All Brothers in Need: 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Brother Knight Armando Mora of St. Anthony Claret Council – Liver Abscess 

o Ann Ackroyd, wife of SK Harry Ackroyd recovering from broken hip 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Donna Sullivan, wife of SK Mike Sullivan, recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Jo Anne (daughter of SK John Blankenship) – Liver Failure 

o Moon Chon Hak (sister-in-law of SK Tom Kirby) – Liver Cancer  

 

• Some things we can do to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

• Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed Virgin 

Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron of the 

Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of Warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you. are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution 

of the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence and are committed 

to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I am attaching the Consecration of the United States to the Immaculate Conception to this email. 

God bless you,  

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

mailto:prolife@usccb.org
mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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November 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Jesse Aguirre Brian Seastrunk Chris & Nancy Lysinger 

Charley Wasson Manuel Ramirez Israel & Sylvia Hinojosa 

Kenneth Castex Chris Lysinger Ed & Lisa Monroe 

John Hennessey John Burnside Greg & Sydney Muenster 

Steven Fikac  Bubba & Debbie Simnacher 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

