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Representatives  

October 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 19 October – Burning of the Peggy Stewart, Annapolis, MD, 1774  

• 19 October – Cornwallis Surrenders at Yorktown, VA, 1781 

• 23 October – Battle of Leyte Gulf begins, Philippines, 1944 

• 23 October – Bombing of Marine Corps Barracks, Beirut, LB, 1983 

• 25 October – Battle of Santa Cruz Islands begins, 1942 

• 25 October – U.S. and CPF invade Grenada, 1983 

• 26 October – 1st Marine Div, X Corps, lands at Wonsan, DPRK, 1950 

• 27 October – Navy Day 

• 28 0ctober – Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

• 01 November – Solemnity of All Saints 

• 01 November – First U.S. battle with CCF, vic Unsan, DPRK, 1950 

• 02 November - Commemoration of All Souls 

• 02 November – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 04 November – Seizure of American Embassy, Tehran, IR, 1979 

• 07 November – Battle of Port Royal, South Carolina, 1861 

• 08 November – Operation TORCH begins, North Africa, 1942 

• 09 November – Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

• 10 November – U.S. Marine Corps Birthday, 1775 

• 11 November – Veterans Day 

• 13 November – Al Qaeda Bombing of OPM SANG, Riyadh, SA, 1995 

• 14 November – Battle of Ia Drang begins, RVN, 1965 

 

OCTOBER 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Every day, I become more 
convinced that things will not be 
right for our country until we, as a 
nation, refuse to accept the 
diabolical, destructive agenda being 
promoted by the Culture of Death:  
unrestricted abortions on demand;  
infanticide;  encouraging sexual 
activity among children; applauding 
homosexuality; promoting the 
concept of “gender identity”; 
destruction of the nuclear family; 
and above all direct attacks on God 
and religion (the Catholic Church in 
particular). We, practicing Catholics, 
have been called to proclaim the 
Good News by courageously living 
our lives in  faithful accordance with 
the teachings of Holy Mother 
Church.  This solemn responsibility 
is a particular imperative for us, as 
the Knights of Columbus are among 
the most visible of the faithful laity,  
This is OUR battle. We must pray 
constantly to defeat the Culture of 
Death, and also become politically 
involved - do not be silent: The 
Church looks to us Knights to lead 
the fight.  Remain faithful and 
undeterred; remember, Our Lord is 
with us always, even to the end of 
the age. 
The Evil One will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, over the next few weeks we’ll be observing a significant Solemnity, a significant Commemoration, 
and a significant Feast.  I have chosen to submit all three for reflection: the “Solemnity of All Saints” or “All 
Saints Day” (Holy Day of Obligation), on 01 November; the “Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed” or 
“All Souls Day” (Not a Holy Day of Obligation), on 02 November; and the “Feast of the Dedication of the 
Basilica of Saint John Lateran” (the “Mother Church of Christendom”), on 09 November.   

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

The Solemnity of All Saints (All Saints Day) 

All Saints Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on November 1. The day is 
dedicated to the saints of the Church, that is, all those who have attained heaven. It should not be confused 
with All Souls Day, which is observed on November 2, and is dedicated to those who have died and not yet 
reached heaven. 

Although millions, or even billions of people may already be saints, All Saints Day observances tend to focus 
on known saints --that is those recognized in the canon of the saints by the Catholic Church. 

All Saints Day is also commemorated by members of the Eastern Orthodox Church as well as some protestant 
churches, such as Lutheran and Anglican churches. 

Generally, All Saints Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all Catholics are required to attend 
Mass on that day, unless they have an excellent excuse, such as serious illness. 

All Saints Day was formally started by Pope Boniface IV, who consecrated the Pantheon at Rome to the Virgin 
Mary and all the Martyrs on May 13 in 609 AD. Boniface IV also established All Souls' Day, which follows All 
Saints.  The choice of the day may have been intended to co-opt the pagan holiday "Feast of the Lamures," a 
day which pagans used to placate the restless spirits of the dead. 

The holy day was eventually established on November 1 by Pope Gregory III in the mid-eighth century as a 
day dedicated to the saints and their relics. The May 13 celebration was subsequently abandoned. 

Catholic.org 

 

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day) 

All Souls Day is a holy day set aside for honoring the dead. The day is primarily celebrated in the Catholic 
Church, but it is also celebrated in the Eastern Orthodox Church and a few other denominations of Christianity. 
The Anglican church is the largest protestant church to celebrate the holy day. Most protestant denominations 
do not recognize the holiday and disagree with the theology behind it. 

According to Catholic belief, the soul of a person who dies can go to one of three places. The first is heaven, 
where a person who dies in a state of perfect grace and communion with God goes. The second is hell, where 
those who die in a state of mortal sin are naturally condemned by their choice. The intermediate option is 
purgatory, which is thought to be where most people, free of mortal sin, but still in a state of lesser (venial) sin, 
must go. 

Purgatory is necessary so that souls can be cleansed and perfected before they enter into heaven. There is 
scriptural basis for this belief. The primary reference is in 2 Maccabees, 12:26 and  

The abuse of indulgences and the blatant, sometimes fraudulent practice of selling indulgences for money, led 
to Luther's protest. 

When Martin Luther translated the Bible into German12:32. "Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful 
deed might be fully blotted out... Thus, made atonement for the dead that they might be free from sin." 
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Additional references are found in Zechariah, Sirach, and the Gospel of Matthew. Jewish tradition also 
reinforces this belief as well as the tradition and teaching of the Church, which has been affirmed throughout 
history. 

Consistent with these teachings and traditions, Catholics believe that through the prayers of the faithful on 
Earth, the dead are cleansed of their sins so they may enter into heaven. 

The belief in purgatory has not been without controversy. Certainly, some flagrant abuses of the doctrine were 
used to raise money for the Church during the renaissance. Famously, Martin Luther argued with the monk, 
Johan Tetzel, over the sale of indulgences. Indulgences were sold as spiritual pardons to the poor and applied 
to the souls of the dead (or the living) to get people into heaven., he omitted the seven books of the canon 
which refer to prayers for the dead. He then introduced the heretical belief that people are simply saved, or not, 
and argued that there is no need to pray for the dead to get them into heaven. 

The Church reeled from Luther's accusation, and reformed its practice of selling indulgences. However, it 
reemphasized the Biblical and traditional practice of praying for the departed and the importance of such 
prayers. 

All Souls Day is celebrated in much of the western world on November 2.  

It is important to remember these basic facts: 

Halloween is a secular holiday on October 31, the night before All Saints' Day. 

All Saints' Day is on November 1, and it is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

All Souls' Day in on November 2, and it is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Catholic.org 

 

Dedication of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran 

The palace owned by a noble Roman family named Laterani became the property of the Emperor Constantine. 
Constantine had recognized Christianity as the religion of the empire, and he donated to the Church the palace 
and other buildings on the site. The feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran marks the 
dedication of the cathedral church of Rome by Pope Sylvester I in 324. Originally, the church was given the 
title Archbasilica of the Most Holy Savior, but later was dedicated to John the Baptist and called St. John 
Lateran. St. John Lateran was the home of the popes—the center of the Catholic world for many years. 
Twenty-eight popes are buried there. Although the pope now lives at the Vatican and presides at St. Peter’s 
Basilica, St. John Lateran is considered his cathedral, and is the cathedra (or chair) of the bishop of Rome. A 
Latin inscription in the Church reads: “omnium ecclesiarum Urbis et Orbis mater et caput.” Translated, this 
means, “The mother and head of all churches of the city and of the world..  

The first basilica, and its successors suffered fire, earthquake, and the ravages of war, but the Lateran 
remained the church where popes were consecrated. In the 14th century when the papacy returned to Rome 
from Avignon, the church and the adjoining palace were found to be in ruins. 

Pope Innocent X commissioned the present structure in 1646. One of Rome’s most imposing churches, the 
Lateran’s towering facade is crowned with 15 colossal statues of Christ, John the Baptist, John the Evangelist, 
and 12 doctors of the Church. Beneath its high altar rest the remains of the small wooden table on which 
tradition holds Saint Peter himself celebrated Mass. 

Reflection 

Unlike the commemorations of other Roman churches, this anniversary is a feast. The dedication of a church is 
a feast for all its parishioners. In a sense, St. John Lateran is the parish church of all Catholics, because it is 
the pope’s cathedral. This church is the spiritual home of the people who are the Church. 

CNA/Franciscan Media/Loyola Press 
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Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

Assembly 3417’s “Chalice Fund” was created to provide a memorial gift in the name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The 
gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in 
the absence of his expressed preference, the preference of his family).  

I ask you all to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.  Please review for accuracy the “Chalice Fund 
Spreadsheet” attached to this Newsletter.  If your preference is incorrectly recorded, or if you have not indicated a 
preference, please and send me a note indicating your preference.  

 

• UCCB Pro Life Website 

o prolife@usccb.org 

• Pray for All Brothers in Need: 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Brother Knight Ralph Marchiori of SEAS Council 14690 – Recovering at home from CoVID-19 

o Brother Knight Armando Mora of St. Anthony Claret Council – Liver Abscess 

o Ann Ackroyd, wife of SK Harry Ackroyd recovering from broken hip 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Donna Sullivan, wife of SK Mike Sullivan, recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Jo Anne (daughter of SK John Blankenship) – Liver Failure  

o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th 

child   

 

• Some things we can do to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

• Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed Virgin 

Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron of the 

Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of Warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence and are committed 

to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

mailto:prolife@usccb.org
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God bless you,  

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

October 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Joe Arrieta Andy Pape Dave Zander & Diane Dussalt 

Fr Duncan Amek John Daly Harry & Ann Ackroyd 

Mark Crews Gerry Muehlberger Arnold & Connie Sturm 

Joe Brozena Kent Martin Mike & Irma Trevino 

Israel Hinojosa Rick Martini  

Greg Jaeger Jim Parrott  

Rudi Balli Jim Giuliani   

Rey De Loera Bob Johnson  

Brian Hamner Antonio Flores  

Darren Ohlemacher   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

