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Representatives  

September 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 17 September – Constitution Day  

• 17 September – Battle of Antietam, Maryland, 1862 

• 17 September – POW/MIA Recognition Day 

• 18 September – U.S. Air Force Birthday, 1947 

• 21 September – Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

• 23 September – Battle of Flamborough Head, English North Sea, 1779 

• 28 September – Siege of Yorktown, Virginia, 1781 

• 29 September – Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 

Archangels 

• 02 October – Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 

• 02 October – Battle of Gonzales, Texas, 1835 

• 05 October – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 07 October – Battle of Lepanto, Gulf of Patras, 1571 

• 07 October – Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 

• 07 October – Operation Enduring Freedom begins, Afghanistan, 2001 

• 08 October – U.S. 8th Army Crosses 38th Parallel, North Korea, 1950 

• 11 October – Columbus Day (observed) 

• 12 October – Al Qaeda Attack on USS COLE, Aden, Yemen, 2000 

• 13 October – U.S. Navy Birthday, 1775 

• 13 October – The Sixth Apparition of our Lady at Fatima: “Miracle of 

the Sun”, Fatima, Portugal, 1917 

• 18 October – Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist 

SEPTEMBER 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
It seems that every month I write 
that “the attacks on the Rights of 
the Unborn have become even 
more intense”; unfortunately, every 
month it’s true: the volume, 
intensity, and frequency of the 
attacks are escalating on a daily 
basis, as is the hysteria surrounding 
the attacks. There has been 
constant hyperbolic outrage over 
the Texas Heartbeat Act.  Both 
Houses of the U.S. Congress are 
considering the “Women’s Health 
Protection Act” (H.R. 3755 / S. 
1975).  The USCCB is leading  an 
effort to stop the bill.  I am 
attaching a USCCB fact sheet to this 
Newsletter. As we have discussed 
before: THIS is our battle. We must 
act, and we must act now! Prayer 
remains our most powerful weapon, 
we must pray fervently for an end 
to abortion; however, we must also 
get politically engaged: visit the 
USCCB Pro Life Website; contact our 
Representatives Senators;  and 
support the USCCB in this battle. 
The Church looks to us Knights to 
lead the fight.  Remain faithful; 
remember, Our Lord is with us 
always, to the end of the age. 
Evil will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, over the next few weeks we’ll be celebrating several less-well-known, but significant feasts, 
memorials, and special events.  I have selected the following for reflection: the “Memorial of the Guardian 
Angels”, on 02 October; the “Memorial of Our Lady of Rosary” (previously Our Lady of Victory), on 07 October; 
and a discussion of the Sixth Apparition of Our Lady at Fatima, and “The Miracle of the Sun”, on 12 October. 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

Guardian Angels 

"For he hath given his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.” - Psalm 90:11 
 
The truth that each and every human soul has a Guardian Angel who protects us from both spiritual and 
physical evil has been shown throughout the Old Testament, and is made very clear in the New. 
 
It is written that the Lord Jesus was strengthened by an angel in the Garden of Gethsemane, and that an angel 
delivered St. Peter from prison in the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
But Jesus makes the existence and function of guardian angels explicit when he says,  "See that you despise 
not one of these little ones: for I say to you, that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father who 
is in heaven." (Matthew 18:10). 
 
In saying this Jesus points out that all people, even little children, have a guardian angel, and that the angels 
are always in Heaven, always looking at the face of God throughout their mission on earth, which is to guide 
and protect us throughout our pilgrimage to the house of our Father. As St. Paul says, "Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent to minister for them, who shall receive the inheritance of salvation?"  (Hebrews 1:14). 
 
However, they guide us to Heaven only if we desire it. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote that angels cannot act 
directly upon our will or intellect, although they can do so on our senses and imaginations – thus encouraging 
us to make the right decisions. In Heaven our guardian angels, though no longer needing to guide us to 
salvation, will continually enlighten us. 
 
Prayer to the guardian angels is encouraged, and the habit of remembering their presence and support leads 
to friendship with them. The prayer to the guardian angels has been present in the Church since at least the 
beginning of the 12th century: 
 
Angel of God, 
my Guardian dear, 
to whom His love 
commits me here, 
ever this day 
be at my side, 
to light and guard, 
to rule and guide. 
Amen. 
 
“Let us affectionately love His angels as counselors and defenders appointed by the Father and placed over 



 

 

Unity, Fraternity, Charity and Patriotism 

us. They are faithful; they are prudent; they are powerful; Let us only follow them, let us remain close to them, 
and in the protection of the God of heaven let us abide.” St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

CNA 

“Our Lady of Victory”, “Our Lady of the Rosary” 

In 1571, Pope Pius V organized a coalition of forces from Spain and smaller Christian kingdoms, republics and 
military orders, to rescue Christian outposts in Cyprus, particularly the Venetian outpost at Famagusta which, 
however, surrendered after a long siege on August 1 before the Christian forces set sail. On October 7, 1571, 
the Holy League, a coalition of southern European Catholic maritime states, sailed from Messina, Sicily, and met a 
powerful Ottoman fleet in the Battle of Lepanto. Knowing that the Christian forces were at a distinct materiel 
disadvantage, the holy pontiff, Pope Pius V, called for all of Europe to pray the Rosary for victory, and led a rosary 
procession in Rome.  

After about five hours of fighting on the northern edge of the Gulf of Corinth, off western Greece, the combined 
navies of the Papal States, Venice and Spain managed to stop the Ottoman navy, slowing the Ottoman advance to 
the west and denying them access to the Atlantic Ocean and the Americas. If the Ottomans had won then there was 
a real possibility that an invasion of Italy could have followed so that the Ottoman sultan, already claiming to be 
emperor of the Romans, would have been in possession of both New and Old Rome. Combined with the unfolding 
events in Morocco where the Sa'adids successfully spurned the Ottoman advances, it confined Turkish naval power 
to the eastern Mediterranean. Although the Ottoman Empire was able to build more ships, it never fully recovered 
from the loss of trained sailors and marines, and was never again the Mediterranean naval power it had become the 
century before when Constantinople fell. 

Pius V instituted "Our Lady of Victory" as an annual feast to commemorate the victory at Lepanto, which he 
attributed to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Dedications to Our Lady of Victory had preceded this papal declaration. In particular, Simon de Montfort, 5th Earl of 
Leicester built the first shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Victory in thanks for the Catholic victory over the 
Albigensians at the Battle of Muret on September 12, 1213. In thanksgiving for victory at the Battle of Bouvines in 
July 1214, Philip Augustus of France founded the Abbey of Notre Dame de la Victoire, between Senlis and Mont 
l'Evêque.  

In 1573, Pope Gregory XIII changed the title of the "Feast of Our Lady of Victory" to "Feast of the Holy Rosary", to 
be celebrated on the first Sunday of October. Dominican friar Juan Lopez in his 1584 book on the rosary states that 
the feast of the rosary was offered "in memory and in perpetual gratitude of the miraculous victory that the Lord 
gave to his Christian people that day against the Turkish armada". 

In 1671 the observance of this festival was extended by Clement X to the whole of Spain, and somewhat 
later Clement XI, after the victory over the Turks gained by Prince Eugene in the Battle of Petrovaradin on 5 August 
1716 (the feast of Our Lady of the Snows), commanded the feast of the Rosary to be celebrated by the universal 
Church.  

Leo XIII raised the feast to the rank of a double of the second class and added to the Litany of Loreto the invocation 
"Queen of the Most Holy Rosary". On this feast, in every church in which the Rosary confraternity has been duly 
erected, a plenary indulgence toties quoties is granted upon certain conditions to all who visit therein the Rosary 
chapel or statue of Our Lady. This has been called the "Portiuncula" of the Rosary. 

Pius X in 1913 changed the date to 7 October, as part of his effort to restore celebration of the liturgy of the 
Sundays. In 1960 under Pope John XXIII it is listed under the title "Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary"; 
and under the 1969 liturgical reforms of Pope Paul VI "Our Lady of the Rosary" is mentioned as a mandatory 
memorial. 

Wikipedia 
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“Miracle of the Sun” 

Fatima, Portugal, Oct 12, 2017 / 15:02 pm 

On "the day the sun danced," thousands of people bore witness to a miracle that not only proved the validity of 
the Fatima Marian apparitions, but also shattered the prevalent belief at the time that God was no longer 
relevant, according to one theologian. 

What crowds witnessed the day of the miracle was "the news that God, in the end, contrary to what was said in 
the philosophy books at that time, was alive and acting in the midst of men," Dr. Marco Daniel Duarte told 
CNA. 

If one were to open philosophy books during that period, they would likely read something akin to the concept 
conceived by German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, who boldly asserted in the late 1800s that "God is 
dead." 

Yet as this and other philosophies like it were gaining steam in the life and thought of society, the Virgin Mary 
appears and tells three small shepherds that "God is alive and still attentive to humanity, even though 
humanity is waging war with one another." 

Duarte, a theologian and director of the Fatima shrine museums, spoke about the cultural significance of the 
Miracle of the Sun given the atheistic thought prevalent in Portuguese society at the time. 

In 1917, Portugal, like the majority of the world, was embroiled in war. As World War I raged throughout 
Europe, Portugal found itself unable to maintain its initial neutrality and joined forces with the Allies, in order to 
protect colonies in Africa and to defend their trade with Britain. About 220,000 Portuguese civilians died during 
the war; thousands due to food shortages, thousands more from the Spanish flu. 

Compounding the problem, government stability in the country had been rocky at best following the revolution 
and coup d'état that led to the overthrow of the monarchy and subsequent establishment of the First 
Portuguese Republic in 1910. 

A new liberal constitution separating Church and state was drafted under the influence of Freemasonry, which 
sought to omit the faith – which for many was the backbone of Portuguese culture and society – from public 
life. 

Anti-Catholicism in Portugal had initially begun in the 18th century during the term of statesman Marquês de 
Pombal, and flared up again after the drafting of the new constitution. 

Catholic churches and schools were seized by the government, and the wearing of clerics in public, the ringing 
of church bells, and the celebrating of popular religious festivals were banned. Between 1911-1916, nearly 
2,000 priests, monks and nuns were killed by anti-Christian groups. 

This was the backdrop against which Mary, in 1917, appeared to three shepherd children – Lucia dos Santos, 
10, and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 9 and 7 – in a field in Fatima, Portugal, bringing with her 
requests for the recitation of the rosary, for sacrifices on behalf of sinners, and a secret regarding the fate of 
the world. 

To prove that the apparitions were true, Mary promised the children that during the last of her six appearances 
she would provide a "sign" so people would believe in the apparitions and in her message. 
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What happened on that day – Oct. 13, 1917 – has come to be known as the "Miracle of the Sun," or "the day 
the sun danced." 

According to various accounts, a crowd of some 70,000 people – believers and skeptics alike – gathered to 
see the miracle that Mary had promised. After appearing and speaking to the children for some time, Mary then 
"cast her own light upon the sun." 

The previously rainy sky cleared up, the clouds dispersed and the ground, which had been wet and muddy 
from the rain, was dried. A transparent veil came over the sun, making it easy to look at, and multi-colored 
lights were strewn across the landscape. 

The sun then began to spin, twirling in the sky, and at one point appeared to veer toward earth before jumping 
back to its place in the sky. 

Duarte said the miracle was a direct, and very convincing contradiction to the atheistic regimes at the time, 
which is evidenced by the fact that the first newspaper to report on the miracle was an anti-Catholic, Masonic 
newspaper in Lisbon called O Seculo. 
 

The Miracle of the Sun, he said, was understood by the people to be "the seal, the guarantee that in fact those 
three children were telling the truth." 

Even today, "Fatima makes people change their perception of God," he said, explaining that for him, one of the 
most important messages of the apparitions is that "even if man has separated God from his existence, God is 
present in human history and doesn't abandon humanity." 

With World War I raging, a war the likes of which the world had never seen, Mary appeared to tell the children 
that "that story can have another ending, when the power of prayer is stronger than the power of bullets." 

CNA 

 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Requiescat in Pace: 

o Sir Knight Fredrick Danysh 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

Assembly 3417’s “Chalice Fund” was created to provide a memorial gift in the name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The 
gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in 
the absence of his expressed preference, the preference of his family).  

I ask you all to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.  Please review for accuracy the “Chalice Fund 
Spreadsheet” attached to this Newsletter.  If your preference is incorrectly recorded, or if you have not indicated a 
preference, please and send me a note indicating your preference.  

 

• UCCB Pro Life Website 

o prolife@usccb.org 

mailto:prolife@usccb.org
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• Pray for All Brothers in Need: 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o SK Jim Abshire pituitary tumor 

o Brother Knight Ralph Marchiori of SEAS Council 14690 – Recovering at home from CoVID-19 

o Brother Knight Armando Mora of St. Anthony Claret Council – Liver Abscess 

o Ann Ackroyd, wife of SK Harry Ackroyd recovering from broken hip 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Donna Sullivan, wife of SK Mike Sullivan, recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th 

child   

 

• Some things we can do to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

• Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed Virgin 

Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron of the 

Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of Warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence and are committed 

to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

September 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Bill Roegelein Marty Carroll Sam & Nancy Roberts 

Royal Brown Rey Salinas Andre & Elaina Feliciano 

Don Schwartz Luis Reyna Royal & Morgan Brown 

Mike Sullivan Chris Robinson  

Jesus Martinez C Reed Greene  

Stanley Jones Tom Meuth  

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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Robert Puff Fr Mark Cannaday  

Santiago Garza Francisco Arocha  

   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

