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August 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 24 August – Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle  

• 24 August – Burning of Washington, D.C. by British, 1814 

• 29 August – Memorial of the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist 

• 31 August – Second Battle of Naktong (Pusan) Bulge, ROK, 1950 

• 01 September – Shootdown of KAL 007 by Soviet AF Su-15, 1983 

• 02 September – Japan Signs Surrender, Tokyo Bay, 1945 

• 03 September – Treaty of Paris, 1783 

• 05 September – First Continental Congress, Philadelphia, 1774 

• 05 September – Battle of Virginia Capes, 1781 

• 06 September – Labor Day 

• 07 September – Assembly Installation of Officers / Banquet 

• 08 September – Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 09 September – Battle of Salerno begins, Italy, 1943 

• 10 September – Battle of Lake Erie, OH, 1813 

• 11 September – Battle of Lake Champlain, NY, 1814 

• 11 September – Patriot Day - 9/11 Al Qaeda Terrorist Attacks: World 

Trade Center, Pentagon, UAL 93/Shanksville, PA, 2001 

• 11 September – Ansar-al-Sharia/Al Qaeda Attack on American 

Diplomatic Compound, Benghazi, Libya, 2012 

• 14 September – Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

• 14 September – Bombardment of Fort McHenry, Baltimore, MD (Star-

Spangled Banner), 1814 

• 15 September – Battle of Peleliu, Palau Islands, begins, 1944 

• 15 September – Amphibious Landing at Inchon, ROK, 1950 
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NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
As most of you are already aware, 
the vicious attack on the Rights of 
the Unborn has become even more 
intense in recent weeks as 
evidenced by the 29 July passage of 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
budget bill, which (for the first time 
in 45 years) excludes the Hyde 
Amendment; the bill also excludes 
the Helms, and Weldon 
Amendments, thereby opening the 
door for the use of Taxpayer funds 
to provide both domestic and 
international elective abortions,  
and refusing to allow healthcare 
workers to recuse themselves from 
participating in abortions. All is not 
lost however, as the budget must 
now clear a 60-vote threshold in the 
Senate. As we have discussed 
before: THIS is our battle. We must 
act, and we must act now! Prayer is 
our most powerful weapon, so we 
must continue to pray fervently for 
an end to abortion. We must also 
get politically engaged: contact our 
Senators. Insist that they require 
the Hyde, Helms, and Weldon 
Amendments be included in the 
budget. The Church looks to us 
Knights to lead the fight.  Remain 
faithful; remember, Our Lord is with 
us always, to the end of the age. 
Evil will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, over the next few weeks we’ll be celebrating three particularly significant feasts: the “Memorial of 
the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist” on 29 August (this year, 29 August falls on a Sunday; consequently, 
the celebration of the Memorial is superseded by the celebration of the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) ; the 
“Feast of the Nativity of the Blesses Virgin Mary”, on 08 September; and the “Feast of the Exultation of the 
Holy Cross”, on 14 September. 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

The Memorial of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
 
On this day, 29 August, the universal Church marks the beheading of John the Baptist, who prepared the way 
for Jesus. As an adult, he lived as a hermit in the wilderness. After the Spirit inspired him, he went about 
preaching that the people should repent of their sins and be baptized to prepare for the Messiah. 
Herod imprisoned John because he had condemned Herod for committing adultery by living with his brother's 
wife, Herodias. 
At the celebration for Herod on his birthday, the daughter of Herodias danced for him, and Herod was so 
impressed that he said he would offer her anything she liked. She consulted with Herodias who told her to ask 
for the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Herod did not want to kill John for fear or what his followers might 
do, but because of his promise to the girl he could not refuse, and so John was beheaded. 
The Beheading of St John the Baptist is one of the oldest and most universal feasts that exists, attested in the 
sermons of the some of the Church Fathers already in the early fifth century; it is kept on the same day in the 
Roman, Ambrosian, Mozarabic, Gallican and Byzantine Rites. However, even though the Church’s devotion to 
the Saints in ancient times was very much focused on the martyrs, the day which commemorates John’s 
martyrdom has always been less celebrated than that of his birth; thus we find among the works of St 
Augustine fifteen sermons for the feast of his Nativity, but only two for his Beheading. The Nativity also had a 
vigil from very ancient times, and somewhat later, was given an octave, while the Beheading has neither. 
Durandus explains that this is because at John’s birth “many rejoiced”, as the Angel said, but at his death, he 
did not go straight to heaven, which was not yet opened by the death and Resurrection of Christ. 

CNA, New Liturgical Movement 

 

The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Catholic Church celebrates today the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary on its traditional fixed date of 
September 8, nine months after the December 8 celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the child of 
Saints Joachim and Anne. 
The circumstances of the Virgin Mary's infancy and early life are not directly recorded in the Bible, but other 
documents and traditions describing the circumstances of her birth are cited by some of the earliest Christian 
writers from the first centuries of the Church. 

These accounts, although not considered authoritative in the same manner as the Bible, outline some of the 
Church's traditional beliefs about the birth of Mary. 

The “Protoevangelium of James,” which was probably put into its final written form in the early second century, 
describes Mary's father Joachim as a wealthy member of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Joachim was 
deeply grieved, along with his wife Anne, by their childlessness. “He called to mind Abraham,” the early 
Christian writing says, “that in the last day God gave him a son Isaac.” 
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Joachim and Anne began to devote themselves extensively and rigorously to prayer and fasting, initially 
wondering whether their inability to conceive a child might signify God's displeasure with them. 

As it turned out, however, the couple were to be blessed even more abundantly than Abraham and Sarah, as 
an angel revealed to Anne when he appeared to her and prophesied that all generations would honor their 
future child: “The Lord has heard your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring forth, and your seed shall 
be spoken of in all the world.” 

After Mary's birth, according to the Protoevangelium of James, Anne “made a sanctuary” in the infant girl's 
room, and “allowed nothing common or unclean” on account of the special holiness of the child. The same 
writing records that when she was one year old, her father “made a great feast, and invited the priests, and the 
scribes, and the elders, and all the people of Israel.” 

“And Joachim brought the child to the priests,” the account continues, “and they blessed her, saying: 'O God of 
our fathers, bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations' . . . And he 
brought her to the chief priests, and they blessed her, saying: 'O God most high, look upon this child, and bless 
her with the utmost blessing, which shall be for ever.'” 

The protoevangelium goes on to describe how Mary's parents, along with the temple priests, subsequently 
decided that she would be offered to God as a consecrated Virgin for the rest of her life, and enter a chaste 
marriage with the carpenter, Joseph. 

Saint Augustine described the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary as an event of cosmic and historic significance, 
and an appropriate prelude to the birth of Jesus Christ. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the 
precious lily of the valley,” he said. 

The fourth-century bishop, whose theology profoundly shaped the Western Church's understanding of sin and 
human nature, affirmed that “through her birth, the nature inherited from our first parents is changed." 

CNA 

 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search 
of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition held was built 
over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. During the excavation, 
workers found three crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus died was identified when its touch healed a 
dying woman. 

The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the end 
of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver container and placed on a 
table together with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one 
by one; all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then with their eyes; 
and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on 
September 14th, the anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar in the seventh 
century after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years 
earlier. According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable 
to move forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim. 

The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it into a thing 
of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood 
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outside too many city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s 
authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the 
instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after 
Constantine’s edict of toleration. 

Franciscan Media 

 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Installation of Officers 

Faithful District Master Herman Poothong will conduct Assembly 3417’s Installation of Officers on 07 September, in lieu of 
our September Business Meeting.  The Faithful District Master will also knight the Assembly’s new Sir Knights, and those 
of the Hill Country Assembly who were also exemplified in June. 
 
Following the ceremonies, we will have a banquet catered by Hungry Horse. 
 
Date & Time:  Tuesday, 07 September 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Place: St. Anthony’s Hall, Upon This Rock Campus (UTRC), 416 West Highland, Boerne 
 
Dress Code:  New uniform, or tuxedo with black cummerbund/bow tie with social baldric (or black, dark blue, or dark gray 
business suit with dark, conservative tie), and black shoes. 

 

All Sir Knights and their Ladies are encouraged to attend the ceremony and banquet.   

 

• Fourth Degree Exemplification 

There will be an in-person Exemplification Ceremony only (no ladies’ program, no Mass, no banquet) at St. 
John Neumann Catholic Church, 6680 Crestway Dr., San Antonio, at 11:00 a.m., on Saturday, 28 August 2021. 

All paperwork and checks must be received by Friday, 20 August.  If you are aware of any potential candidates, 
please contact either SK Ron Racinowski (racinowskir@gvtc.com) or SK Tom Kirby (tomnkwangja@yahoo.com) 
for details. 

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o SK Jim Abshire pituitary tumor 

o SK Fred Danysh – recovering at home 

o Brother Knight Ralph Marchiori of SEAS Council 14690 – in ICU with CoVID-19 

o Brother Knight Armando Mora of St. Anthony Claret Council – Liver Abscess 

o Ann Ackroyd, wife of SK Harry Ackroyd recovering from broken hip 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Donna Sullivan, wife of SK Mike Sullivan, recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Beverly Davenport, wife of SK Gary Davenport, recovering from broken arm 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th 

child   

 

• Dispensing of the Reading of the Minutes 

The Assembly voted to dispense with the “Reading of the Minutes” during the monthly business meetings; 
instead, I will attach a copy of the Minutes, as approved by the Officers, to the monthly Newsletter.  
Additionally, the Minutes will be posted on the Assembly our web site. 

  

• Some things we can do to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors.  I am 

including copies of the prayer of “Consecration of the United States to the Immaculate Conception”, and the 

“Prayer to St. Michael” as attachments to this Newsletter. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence and are committed 

to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

August 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Greg Gonyer Rob Walz Dusty & Debbie Clayton 

Leo Galvam Nicholas Dopp Jim & Brenda Terrian 

Mike Trevino Bruce Anderson Tom & KJ Kirby 

Chad Tschirhart Bruce Tschoepe Joe & Trinh Arrieta 

John Gilpin Jim Ulm Ed & Zelideth Torres 

Steve Beaton Ed Torres Bruce & Beth Anderson 

John Peterson Sam Roberts Mike & Carol Lyle 

  Darren & Brenda Ohlemacher 

  Santiago & Linda Garza 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

