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July 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 20 July – Apollo 11 Moon Landing, 1969  

• 21 July – Battle of Bull Run (First Manassas), Virginia, 1861 

• 21 July – Battle of Guam begins, 1944 

• 22 July – Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 

• 24 July – Battle of Tinian begins, 1944 

• 27 July – Korean War Cease Fire, 1953 

• 02 August – Gulf of Tonkin Incident, 1964 

• 02 August – Operation Desert Shield begins, 1990 

• 03 August – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 04 August – United States Coast Guard Birthday, 1790 

• 04 August – Naktong (Pusan) Perimeter established, 1950 

• 05 August – Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 1964 

• 06 August – Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

• 06 August – Atomic Bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, 1945 

• 07 August – Gen. George Washington establishes the Badge of 

Military Merit (Purple Heart), 1782 

• 07 August – Battle of Guadalcanal begins, 1942 

• 07 August – Terrorist Attacks on American Embassies in Nairobi, 

Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, 1998 

• 09 August – Atomic Bomb dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, 1945 

• 14 August – VJ Day (in United States), 1945 

• 15 August – Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 15 August – Battle of Mobile Bay, 1864 

• 15 August – VJ Day (in Japan), 1945 

JULY 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
As most of you are already aware, 
the vicious attack on the Rights of 
the Unborn has become even more 
intense in recent weeks as revealed 
in the Supreme Knight’s emails of 09 
and 15 July: the U.S. House of 
Representatives Appropriations 
Committee is moving to remove 
various protections for the Unborn, 
including the Hyde Amendment 
(which bans taxpayer funding for 
abortions), in the next budget. The 
Supreme Knight has urged all 
Knights to sign the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 
petition to Congress to preserve the 
existing protections for the Unborn.  
If you have not already done so, I 
urge you to join the fight now. Sir 
Knights, THIS is our battle; THIS is 
why we are Knights…we cannot 
remain passive, we must act.  We 
must continue to pray for an end to 
abortion, but we must also turn our 
Faith into Action, and we must do 
so with courage, determination, and 
with a sense of urgency. The Church 
looks to us to lead the fight.  I will 
place the link to the USCCB petition 
in the Announcement Section of this 
Newsletter. Remain faithful; 
remember, Our Lord is with us 
always, to the end of the age. 
Evil will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, over the next few weeks we’ll be celebrating three particularly significant feasts: the “Feast of 
Saint Mary Magdalene” (Apostle to the Apostles) on 22 July; the “Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord” on 
06 August; and the “Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary” on 15 August. 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

Feast of St. Mary Magdalene 

Except for the mother of Jesus, few women are more honored in the Bible than Mary Magdalene. St. Mary 
Magdalene is the patron saint of women, contemplative life, converts, penitent sinners, sexual temptations, and 
perfumers; she could also well be the patron of the slandered since there has been a persistent legend in the 
Church that she is the unnamed sinful woman who anointed the feet of Jesus in Luke 7:36-50. 

Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually immoral in western Christianity, but this is 
not supported in the scriptures. It is believed she was a Jewish woman who lived among Gentiles, living as 
they did. 

The Gospels agree that Mary was originally a great sinner, but most Scripture scholars today point out that 
there is no scriptural basis for confusing the two women. Mary Magdalene, that is, “of Magdala,” was the one 
from whom Christ cast out “seven demons” (Luke 8:2)—an indication at the worst, of extreme demonic 
possession or possibly, severe illness. After her exorcism, she told several women with whom she associated, 
and these women also became followers 

Writing in the New Catholic Commentary, Father Wilfrid J. Harrington, O.P., says that “seven demons” “does 
not mean that Mary had lived an immoral life—a conclusion reached only by means of a mistaken identification 
with the anonymous woman of Luke 7:36.” In the Jerome Biblical Commentary, Father Edward Mally, S.J., 
agrees that she “is not...the same as the sinner of Luke 7:37, despite the later Western romantic tradition about 
her.” 

Mary Magdalene was one of the many “who were assisting them [Jesus and the Twelve] out of their means.” 
She was one of those who stood by the cross of Jesus with his mother. And, of all the “official” witnesses who 
might have been chosen for the first awareness of the Resurrection, she was the one to whom that privilege 
was given. She is known as the “Apostle to the Apostles.” 

Reflection 

Mary Magdalene may have been a victim of mistaken identity for almost 20 centuries. Yet she would no doubt 
insist that it makes no difference. Despite the scholarly dispute over her background, what she did in her 
subsequent life, after meeting Jesus, is much more significant. We are all sinners in need of the saving power 
of God, whether our sins have been lurid or not. More importantly, we are all “unofficial” witnesses of the 
Resurrection. 

Franciscan Media, Catholic Online 

 

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

All three Synoptic Gospels tell the story of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-9; Luke 9:28-36). 
With remarkable agreement, all three place the event shortly after Peter’s confession of faith that Jesus is the 
Messiah and Jesus’ first prediction of his passion and death. Peter’s eagerness to erect tents or booths on the 
spot suggests it occurred during the week-long Jewish Feast of Booths in the fall. 

According to Scripture scholars, in spite of the texts’ agreement it is difficult to reconstruct the disciples’ 
experience, because the Gospels draw heavily on Old Testament descriptions of the Sinai encounter with God, 
and prophetic visions of the Son of Man. Certainly Peter, James, and John had a glimpse of Jesus’ divinity 
strong enough to strike fear into their hearts. Such an experience defies description, so they drew on familiar 
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religious language to describe it. And certainly Jesus warned them that his glory and his suffering were to be 
inextricably connected—a theme John highlights throughout his Gospel. 

Tradition names Mount Tabor as the site of the revelation. A church first raised there in the fourth century was 
dedicated on August 6. A feast in honor of the Transfiguration was celebrated in the Eastern Church from 
about that time. Western observance began in some localities about the eighth century. 

On July 22, 1456, Crusaders defeated the Turks at Belgrade. News of the victory reached Rome on August 6, 
and Pope Callistus III placed the feast on the Roman calendar the following year. 

Reflection 

One of the Transfiguration accounts is read on the second Sunday of Lent each year, proclaiming Christ’s 
divinity to the Elect and baptized alike. The Gospel for the first Sunday of Lent, by contrast, is the story of the 
temptation in the desert—affirmation of Jesus’ humanity. The two distinct but inseparable natures of the Lord 
were a subject of much theological argument at the beginning of the Church’s history; it remains hard for 
believers to grasp. 

Franciscan Media 

 

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

What does Catholicism teach about the assumption of Mary? And why is this event contemplated in the fourth 
glorious mystery? Let us begin by considering a few key points from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (see 
966). 

First, in discussing the assumption, the Catechism affirms that Mary did not suffer from original sin but was 
conceived full of grace. According to this doctrine, known as the Immaculate Conception, God’s supernatural 
life dwelt in Mary from the very beginning of her existence. 

It is important to emphasize that from a Catholic perspective, the Immaculate Conception is not simply about 
Mary. This doctrine, which has its roots in early Christianity, ultimately is about the mystery of Jesus Christ. 
God became man in Mary’s womb. Since Jesus truly is the all-holy God, the Second Person of the Trinity, 
Catholics believe he is worthy to dwell in a pure vessel, a holy temple. Thus, it is fitting that God would prepare 
Mary as an immaculate dwelling place, full of grace and not stained by sin, for the God-man. 

The annunciation scene in Luke’s Gospel may at least point in this direction. The angel Gabriel greets Mary, 
“Hail, full of grace.” The Greek word in Luke’s Gospel for “full of grace” (Luke 1:28) is in a perfect passive 
participle form, which would indicate that Mary already has been filled with God ’s saving grace, even before 
Jesus was conceived in her womb. The Immaculate Conception will serve as a basis for understanding Mary’s 
assumption. 

Second, the Catechism teaches that Mary was taken to heaven when the course of her earthly life was 
finished. The Church does not declare whether Mary died and then was assumed into heaven or whether she 
was assumed before she died. It leaves open both possibilities. However, the majority of theologians and 
saints throughout the centuries have affirmed that Mary did experience death—not as a penalty for sin but in 
conformity to her son, who willingly experienced death on our behalf. In support of this latter view, John Paul II 
said, “The Mother is not superior to the Son who underwent death, giving it a new meaning and changing it into 
a means of salvation.” 

Third, the Catechism affirms that Mary was taken body and soul into heavenly glory right at the end of her 
earthly life. One of the consequences of original sin is the corruption of the body (see CCC, 400; Genesis 
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3:19). If Mary was full of grace and did not suffer from original sin, it is fitting that she, like her son, would not 
experience such bodily corruption. 

Today, Catholics and many other Christians celebrate the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
recalling the spiritual and physical departure of the mother of Jesus Christ from the earth, when both her soul 
and her body were taken into the presence of God. 
 
Venerable Pope Pius XII confirmed this belief about the Virgin Mary as the perennial teaching of the Church 
when he defined it formally as a dogma of Catholic faith in 1950, invoking papal infallibility to proclaim, “…that 
the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 
 
His Apostolic Constitution “Munificentissimus Deus” (Most Bountiful God), which defined the dogma, contained 
the Pontiff's accounts of many longstanding traditions by which the Church has celebrated the Assumption 
throughout its history. 
 
The constitution also cited testimonies from the early Church fathers on the subject, and described the history 
of theological reflection on many Biblical passages which are seen as indicating that Mary was assumed into 
heaven following her death. 
 
Although the bodily assumption of Mary is not explicitly recorded in Scripture, Catholic tradition identifies her 
with the “woman clothed with the sun” who is described in the 12th chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
 
The passage calls that woman's appearance “a great sign” which “appeared in heaven,” indicating that she is 
the mother of the Jewish Messiah and has “the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.” 
Accordingly, Catholic iconography of the Western tradition often depicts the Virgin Mary's assumption into 
heaven in this manner. 
 
Eastern Christians have also traditionally held Mary's assumption into heaven as an essential component of 
their faith. Pius XII cited several early Byzantine liturgical texts, as well as the eighth-century Arab Christian 
theologian St. John of Damascus, in his own authoritative definition of her assumption. 
 
“It was fitting,” St. John of Damascus wrote in a sermon on the assumption, “that she, who had kept her 
virginity intact in childbirth, should keep her own body free from all corruption even after death,” and “that she, 
who had carried the creator as a child at her breast, should dwell in the divine tabernacles.” 
 
In Eastern Christian tradition, the same feast is celebrated on the same calendar date, although typically 
known as the Dormition (falling asleep) of Mary. Eastern Catholic celebration of the Dormition is preceded by a 
two-week period of fasting which is similar to Lent. Pius XII, in “Munificentissimus Deus,” mentioned this same 
fasting period as belonging to the traditional patrimony of Western Christians as well. 
 
The feast of the Assumption is always a Holy Day of Obligation for both Roman and Eastern-rite Catholics, on 
which they are obliged to attend Mass or Divine Liturgy. 

Franciscan Media, CNA 

 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Requiescat in Pace: 

- Wife of Sir Knight Bob Hartwig 
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• Link to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Petition to Congress to preserve the long-

standing, bipartisan protections of the Unborn, including the Hyde Amendment: 

https://www.notaxpayerabortion.com 

Also, please find the “Act of Consecration of the United States to the Immaculate Conception”, and the 
“Prayer to Saint Michael” attached to this Newsletter. 

• In-Person Meetings: 

Our next meeting will be on 03 August in the UTRC St Anthony Room at 7:00 p.m., preceded by the community 
“Rosary for Life” at 6:30 p.m.…Hope to see you all.   

• Fourth of July Fireworks Display 

The Assembly’s Fourth of July Fireworks Display activities were a tremendous success.  Thanks to all who 
participated.     

• Installation of Officers 

We are trying to schedule the Installation of Officers for the Assembly in September.  I’ll keep you informed of 
progress. 

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Edmund Guerrero recovering from bypass and gall bladder surgeries 

o SK Greg Wolf recovering from prostate cancer surgery and resulting infection 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o SK Don Schwartz undergoing back surgery 

o SK Jim Abshire pituitary tumor 

o Ann Ackroyd, wife of SK Harry Ackroyd recovering from broken hip 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Donna Sullivan, wife of SK Mike Sullivan, recovering from rotator cuff  surgery 

o Beverly Davenport, wife of SK Gary Davenport, recovering from broken arm 

o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th 

child    

 

• Dispensing of the Reading of the Minutes 

The Assembly voted to dispense with the “Reading of the Minutes” during the monthly business meetings; 
instead, I will attach a copy of the Minutes, as approved by the Officers, to the monthly Newsletter.  
Additionally, the Minutes will be posted on the Assembly our web site. 

  

• Some things we can do to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 
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• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors.  I am 

including copies of the prayer of “Consecration of the United States to the Immaculate Conception”, and the 

“Prayer to St. Michael” as attachments to this Newsletter. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

July 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Rey Ballin Dusty Clayton Bob & Iris Fahy 

Louis Butaud Pete Yancich Mark &Alexine Dean 

Frank Rohrbough Greg Muenster John & Lenora Daly 

Bob Hartwig Joe Meyer Rey & Linda De Lorea 

Vernon Reeh Bubba Simnacher Elmer & Rose Marie Pavlas 

Phillip Jones Dave Basile  

Jim Mazurek Kjell Stensrud  

   

   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417
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Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 


