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June 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 19 June – USS Kearsarge sinks CSS Alabama, Cherbourg, France, 1864  

• 19 June – Emancipation Day (Juneteenth), Galveston, Texas, 1865 

• 19 June – Battle of the Philippine Sea, 1944 

• 20June – Father’s Day 

• 21 June – Spain declares war on Great Britain, 1779 

• 23 June – KPN captures USS Pueblo, Sea of Japan, 1968 

• 25 June – First Battle of Seoul, Korean War begins, 1950 

• 24 June – Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

• 25 June – Hezbollah al Hejaz Bombing of Khobar Towers, Al Khobar, 

KSA, 1996 

• 29 June – Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul Apostles 

• 01 July – Battle of Gettysburg begins, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 1863 

• 01 July - Battle of San Juan Hill, Santiago, Cuba, 1898 

• 03 July – Feast of Saint Thomas the Apostle 

• 03 July – Battle of Santiago, Cuba, 1898 

• 04 July – Independence Day, 1776 

• 04 July – Surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi to Grant, 1863 

• 05 July – Battle of Osan, ROK, 1950 

• 06 July – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 09 July – Feast of Our Lady of the Atonement 

• 11 July – French troops arrive at Newport, RI, 1780 

• 16 July – Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

JUNE 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Every time I turn on the TV, open a 
magazine or newspaper, or read 
online news articles, I am 
bombarded with attacks on the 
Church by the Culture of Death: 
abortion, infanticide, suppression of 
religious freedom, assisted suicide; 
attacks on traditional families, 
LGBTQ rights…and the list goes on. 
Sir Knights, THIS is our battle; THIS is 
why we are Knights…we cannot 
remain passive, we must act, and 
we must act with both courage and 
determination. The Church looks to 
us to lead the fight.  Daily Prayer 
continues to be our most effective 
weapon: pray the Rosary for the 
Protection of the Unborn, pray the  
Consecration of the United States to 
the Immaculate Conception, and 
the Prayer to Saint Michael; attend 
Mass and receive the Sacraments as 
frequently as possible. In addition to 
prayer, we must put our Faith into 
action - get active in our 
communities – be visible, be vocal: 
defend Religious Liberty, promote a 
Culture of Life, protect Traditional 
Marriage – don’t worry about the 
“Cancel Culture”.  Stand up to 
Satan’s minions – Remain faithful, 
Our Lord is with us always, to the 
end of the age. 
Satan will not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, again, we will be celebrating several important Solemnities and Feasts over the next few weeks, I’d 
like to focus our reflections on four in particular: the “Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist” on 
24 June, one of only two feasts celebrating the birth, rather than the death, of a saint; the “Solemnity of Saints 
Peter and Paul” on 29 June, a principal feast of St Peter the Apostle; the “Feast of Our Lady of the Atonement” 
on 09 July, the principal feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary under her title of Our Lady of the Atonement; and the 
“Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel” on 16 July; the Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel (or, Brown 
Scapular) is one of the most widely popular devotional scapulars in the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

Solemnity of the Nativity of St John the Baptist 

This feast, a segment of Advent in the season of Ordinary Time, makes us aware of the wonderful inner 
relationship between the sacred mysteries; for we are still in the midst of one Church year and already a bridge 
is being erected to the coming year of grace. 

Ordinarily the Church observes the day of a saint's death as his feast, because that day marks his entrance 
into heaven. To this rule there are two notable exceptions, the birthdays of Blessed Mary and of St. John the 
Baptist. All other persons were stained with original sin at birth, hence, were displeasing to God. But Mary, 
already in the first moment of her existence, was free from original sin (for which reason even her very 
conception is commemorated by a special feast), and John was cleansed of original sin in the womb of his 
mother. This is the dogmatic justification for today's feast. In the breviary St. Augustine explains the reason for 
today's observance in the following words: 

"Apart from the most holy solemnity commemorating our Savior's birth, the Church keeps the birthday of no 
other person except that of John the Baptist. (The feasts of the Immaculate Conception and of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin had not yet been introduced.) In the case of other saints or of God's chosen ones, the 
Church, as you know, solemnizes the day on which they were reborn to everlasting beatitude after ending the 
trials of this life and gloriously triumphing over the world. 

"For all these the final day of their lives, the day on which they completed their earthly service is honored. But 
for John the day of his birth, the day on which he began this mortal life is likewise sacred. The reason for this 
is, of course, that the Lord willed to announce to men His own coming through the Baptist, lest if He appeared 
suddenly, they would fail to recognize Him. John represented the Old Covenant and the Law. Therefore, he 
preceded the Redeemer, even as the Law preceded and heralded the new dispensation of grace." 

In other words, today's feast anticipates the feast of Christmas. Taking an overall view, we keep, during the 
course of the year, only two mysteries: that of Christ's Incarnation and that of His Redemption. The 
Redemption mystery is the greater of the two; the Incarnation touches the human heart more directly. To the 
Redemption mystery the entire Easter season is devoted, from Septuagesima until Pentecost; and likewise, 
every Sunday of the year, because Sunday is Easter in miniature. 

The Christmas season has for its object the mystery of God-become-Man, to which there is reference only now 
and then during the remaining part of the year, e.g., on Marian feasts, especially that of the Annunciation 
(March 25) and today's feast in honor of the Baptist. In a sense, then, we are celebrating Christ's incarnation 
today. The birth of Jesus is observed on December 25 at the time of the winter solstice, while the birth of His 
forerunner is observed six months earlier at the time of the summer solstice. Christmas is a "light" feast; the 
same is true today. The popular custom centering about "St. John's Fire" stems from soundest Christian 
dogma and could well be given renewed attention. St. John's Fire symbolizes Christ the Light; John was a 
lamp that burned and shone. We Christians should be the light of the world. 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch 



 

 

Unity, Fraternity, Charity and Patriotism 

 

Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul 

On June 29, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul. As early as the year 258, there is 
evidence of an already lengthy tradition of celebrating the solemnities of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul on the 
same day. Together, the two saints are the founders of the See of Rome, through their preaching, ministry, and 
martyrdom there. 

Peter, who was named Simon, was a fisherman of Galilee and was introduced to the Lord Jesus by his brother 
Andrew, also a fisherman. Jesus gave him the name Cephas (Petrus in Latin), which means ‘Rock,’ because 
he was to become the rock upon which Christ would build His Church. 

Peter was a bold follower of the Lord. He was the first to recognize that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God,” and eagerly pledged his fidelity until death. In his boldness, he also made many mistakes, 
however, such as losing faith when walking on water with Christ and betraying the Lord on the night of His 
passion. 

Yet despite his human weaknesses, Peter was chosen to shepherd God's flock. The Acts of the Apostles 
illustrates his role as head of the Church after the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ. Peter led the Apostles 
as the first Pope and ensured that the disciples kept the true faith. 

St. Peter spent his last years in Rome, leading the Church through persecution and eventually being martyred 
in the year 64. He was crucified upside-down at his own request, because he claimed he was not worthy to die 
as his Lord. 

He was buried on Vatican hill, and St. Peter's Basilica is built over his tomb. 

St. Paul was the Apostle of the Gentiles. His letters are included in the writings of the New Testament, and 
through them we learn much about his life and the faith of the early Church. 

Before receiving the name Paul, he was Saul, a Jewish pharisee who zealously persecuted Christians in 
Jerusalem. Scripture records that Saul was present at the martyrdom of St. Stephen. 

Saul's conversion took place as he was on his way to Damascus to persecute the Christian community there. 
As he was traveling along the road, he was suddenly surrounded by a great light from heaven. He was blinded 
and fell off his horse. He then heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He 
answered: “Who are you, Lord?” Christ said: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 

Saul continued to Damascus, where he was baptized and his sight was restored. He took the name Paul and 
spent the remainder of his life preaching the Gospel tirelessly to the Gentiles of the Mediterranean world. 

Paul was imprisoned and taken to Rome, where he was beheaded in the year 67. 

He is buried in Rome in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 

In a sermon in the year 395, St. Augustine of Hippo said of Saints Peter and Paul: “Both apostles share the 
same feast day, for these two were one; and even though they suffered on different days, they were as one. 
Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let 
us embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and their confession of 
faith.” 

Catholic News Agency 

 

Feast of Our Lady of the Atonement 

Father Paul Wattson, founder of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, had a long and deep devotion to 
Mary, Mother of Christ. Even before he was received into the Roman Catholic Church, Fr. Paul and Society of 
Atonement co-founder, Mother Lurana White, established the Rosary League of Our Lady of the Atonement. In 
1903, he enclosed a pamphlet in the first issue of his publication, The Lamp, encouraging devotion to Our Lady 
by praying the Rosary. 
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Later, this devotion led Father Paul to give the title "Our Lady of the Atonement" to the Blessed Mother. He felt 
that the Society of Atonement's goal to re-unify Christians could not be accomplished without the help of prayer 
and the intercession of Our Lady. He wrote an editorial in The Lamp in March of 1910, "God forbid that the 
Children of the Atonement should ever be strangers to the passion and crucifixion of Jesus Christ." He adds, 
"The very name Atonement is a perpetual reminder of the Cross. Our Lord hanging there in mortal agony; Our 
Lady standing by, the sword, foretold by Simeon, piercing her heart. This is the central scene in the mystery of 
the Atonement." Fr. Paul believed that her claim to this high title rests most solidly on the fact that she 
consented to become the Mother of the Redeemer and that she suffered with Jesus during the Passion. In the 
September 1932 issue of The Lamp, Father Paul wrote, "When we, therefore, give to our Blessed Mother the 
title of 'Our Lady of the Atonement', we mean 'Our Lady of Unity.'" 

In 1919, Pope Benedict XV granted Father Paul's fervent appeal to bless the Atonement community by 
recognizing the Graymoor custom titling the Mother of Christ as Our Lady of the Atonement, and she was 
given a feast day of July 9. Father Paul composed a prayer to Our Lady of the Atonement which continues to 
be prayed by the Friars and Sisters of the Atonement today. 

 

Father Paul of Graymoor Guild 

 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

The feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, celebrated on July 16, was first instituted in the late 14th century in 
commemoration of the approval of the rule of the Carmelite Order a hundred years earlier. According to 
legend, a religious community was established even before the time of Christ on Mount Carmel. This is the 
mountain overlooking the Mediterranean Sea on which the prophet Elijah successfully challenged the priests of 
Baal and won the people to the true God. The feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel entered the Calendar of the 
universal Church in the early 18th century. 

Although there is no historical evidence for the pre-Christian Carmelite community, references in the 12th 
century record a community of monks on the holy mountain. Despite continual difficulties, the community built 
a monastery and church dedicated to the Virgin Mary on Mount Carmel in 1263. Saint Louis, King of France, 
had visited Mount Carmel in 1254, and brought back six French hermits for whom he built a convent near 
Paris. 

Mount Carmel was taken by the Muslims in 1291, the brothers were killed, and the monastery burned. The 
spread of the Carmelites in Europe is largely attributable to the work of Saint Simon Stock (1247-1265). The 
Carmelite Order was formally approved in 1274 at the Council of Lyon. 

The Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

The brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, according to the Carmelite tradition, was presented by Our 
Lady to St. Simon Stock, the then Father General on July 16, 1251.  Our Lady gave St. Simon a scapular for 
the Carmelites with the following promise, saying: "Receive, my beloved son, this habit of thy order: this shall 
be to thee and to all Carmelites a privilege, that whosoever dies clothed in this shall never suffer eternal fire .... 
It shall be a sign of salvation, a protection in danger, and a pledge of peace." 

Another important aspect of wearing the Scapular is the Sabbatine Privilege. This concerns a promise made by 
Our Lady to Pope John XXII. In a papal letter he issued, he recounted a vision that he had had. He stated that 
the Blessed Virgin had said to him in this vision, concerning those who wear the Brown Scapular: "I, the 
Mother of Grace, shall descend on the Saturday after their death and whomsoever I shall find in Purgatory, I 
shall free, so that I may lead them to the holy mountain of life everlasting." 

Many popes and saints have strongly recommended wearing the Brown Scapular to the Catholic Faithful. Pope 
Pius XII said: "The Scapular is a practice of piety which by its very simplicity is suited to everyone, and has 
spread widely among the faithful of Christ to their spiritual profit." In our own times, Pope Paul VI said: "Let the 
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faithful hold in high esteem the practices and devotions to the Blessed Virgin ... the Rosary and the Scapular of 
Carmel" and in another place referred to the Scapular as: "so highly recommended by our illustrious 
predecessors." 

According to Church tradition, there are three conditions necessary to participate in this Privilege and share in 
the other spiritual benefits of the Scapular: wear the Brown Scapular, observe chastity according to your state 
in life, and pray the Rosary. In addition to the Sabbatine Privilege, enrollment in the Brown Scapular also 
makes a person part of the Carmelite family throughout the world. They therefore share in all the prayers and 
good works of the Carmelite Orders. 

In order to receive the spiritual blessings associated with the Scapular, it is necessary to be formally enrolled in 
the Brown Scapular. The enrollment is made only once by a priest or authorized person. The Scapular can be 
replaced afterwards by a medal, which has on one side the image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and on the 
other, the image of Mary. 

There is a short form for giving the scapular: "Receive this Scapular, a sign of your special relationship with 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, whom you pledge to imitate. May it be a reminder to you of your dignity as a 
Christian in serving others and imitating Mary. Wear it as a sign of her protection and of belonging to the family 
of Carmel, voluntarily doing the will of God and devoting yourself to building a world true to his plan of 
community, justice and peace." 

The scapular stands for: 

- A commitment to follow Jesus, like Mary, the perfect model of all the disciples of Christ. This commitment 
finds its origin in baptism. 

- It leads into the community of Carmel, a community of religious men and women, which has existed in the 
Church for over eight centuries. 

- It reminds of the example of the saints of Carmel, with whom it establishes a close bond as brothers and 
sisters. 

- It is an expression of the belief that the bearers of the scapular will meet God in eternal life, aided by the 
intercession and prayers of Mary. 

The Carmelites insist that the scapular is not: 

- A magical charm to protect someone. 
- An automatic guarantee of salvation. 
- An excuse for not living up to the demands of the Christian life 

It is instead a sign which has been approved by the Church for over seven centuries and which stands for the 
decision to 

- Follow Jesus like Mary: 
- Be open to God and to his will. 
- Be guided by faith, hope, and love. 
- To pray at all times 
- To discover God present in all that happens around us. 

Catholic News Agency 

Assembly Announcements and News 
 

• Requiescat in Pace: 

- Sir Knight James Gleason 
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• We welcome the following Sir Knights who underwent exemplification, and were 

received into the 4th Degree as members of Assembly 3417 on June 3rd: 
 

o SK Paul Braden, St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 14690 

o SK Jeremy Olson, St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 14690 

o SK Steve Robinson, St Peter the Apostle Council 10940 

o SK Joe Valadez, St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council 14690 

o SK Mykal Van Stavern, St Peter the Apostle Council 10940 

o SK Charles Wasson, St Peter the Apostle Council 10940 

o SK Steven Wendel, Our Lady of the Atonement Council 16730 

 

• In-Person Meetings: 

As I’m sure you’re all aware, in keeping with CDC Guidance, Archbishop Gustavo has removed the CoVID-19 
facial covering and social distancing requirements in the Archdiocese for all the fully-vaccinated, and has 
issued a decree reinstating the obligation for Catholics in the San Antonio Archdiocese to attend Sunday Mass 
and Holy Days of Obligation.  Accordingly, the July meeting (06 July), and all subsequent meetings will be in-
person only…unless, of course, there is a CoVID resurgence, and CDC/Texas/Archdiocese restrictions are 
reinstated. 

Our next meeting will be on 06 July in the UTRC St Anthony Room at 7:00 p.m., preceded by the community 
“Rosary for Life” at 6:30 p.m.…Hope to see you all.   

• Berges Fest Parade 

Berges Fest Parade for 2021 has been cancelled.   

• Fourth of July Fireworks Display 

The City of Boerne has approved this year's 4th of July Fireworks Display.  We will host our annual Assembly 
3417 fireworks display party on the St Peter the Apostle campus, commencing with Opening Prayer at 6:10 
p.m., followed by Presentation of Colors and National Anthem at 6:20 p.m., and food & drink service at 6:30 
p.m., and of course, fireworks after dark.  I’m delighted to report that SK Rey Salinas has taken the lead in the 
project, and SKs Rob Walz, Rick Martini Mark Crews and Al Nuncio have all stepped up to assist.  If you would 
like to assist, please contact Rey. 

• Fourth of July “Red, White and Blue” Family Picnic 

The Assembly is also supporting Our Lady of the Atonement Council 16730, which is hosting a Flag Retirement 
Ceremony, and a Red, White and Blue Family Picnic on 04 July in the Piazza at Our Lady of the Atonement 
from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The Council will provide BBQ brisket, a roasted pig and other meats; side dishes, 
deserts, and canned drinks will be Pot Luck.  “Free Will Donations” will be accepted to help cover the cost of 
plates, flatware and paper products. 
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• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Edmund Guerrero recovering from bypass and gall bladder surgeries 

o SK Greg Wolf recovering from prostate cancer surgery and resulting infection 

o SK Philip Tait recovering from rotator cuff surgery 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Barbara Walz, wife of SK Rob Walz, recovering from broken leg 

o Beverly Davenport, wife of SK Gary Davenport, recovering from broken arm 

o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th 

child 

o Roommate of SK Steven Wendel battling CoVID 

o Fr Makary friend of SK Reed Greene, gravely ill with CoVID    

 

• Dispensing of the Reading of the Minutes 

The Assembly voted to dispense with the “Reading of the Minutes” during the monthly business meetings; 
instead, I will attach a copy of the Minutes, as approved by the Officers, to the monthly Newsletter.  
Additionally, the Minutes will be posted on the Assembly our web site. 

  

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors.  I am 

including copies of the prayer of “Consecration of the United States to the Immaculate Conception”, and the 

“Prayer to St. Michael” as attachments to this Newsletter. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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June 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Mike Lyle Fr Tony Cummins Rick & Debra Martini 

Edmund Guerrero Paul Lampe Rob & Barbara Walz 

  Greg & Darla Wolf 

  Rudy & Amy Escamilla 

  Greg & Dana Gonyer 

  Larry & Frances Caldwell 

  Sonny & Judy Arkangel 

  Fred & Margaret Rekola 

  Rob & Natalie Johnson 

  Kjell & Jacqueline Stensrud 

  Greg & Rose Jaeger 

  Bill & Elva Martin 

  Oscar & Kathy Hannig 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

REMINDERS    
 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

