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May 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 17 May – Peace Officers Memorial Day  

• 18 May – Armed Forces Day 

• 18 May – Siege of Vicksburg, Mississippi begins, 1863 

• 23 May – The Solemnity of Pentecost (Birthday of The Church) 

• 28 May – Battle of “The Hook”, PDRK begins, 1953 

• 30 May – The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

• 31 May – The Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 31 May – Memorial Day 

• 01 June – Assembly Business Meeting 

• 03 June – 4th Degree Exemplification  

• 04 June – Battle of Midway begins, 1942 

• 06 June – The Solemnity of Corpus Christi 

• 06 June – “D-Day”, Normandy Invasion, 1944 

• 06 June – Battle of “Old Baldy” (Hill 266), PDRK begins, 1952 

• 10 June – Battle of Dong Xoai, RVN begins, 1965 

• 11 June – The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

• 11 June – St. Barnabas, Apostle 

• 12 June – The Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

• 14 June – Flag Day 

• 14 June – U.S. Army Birthday, 1775 

• 15 June – George Washington appointed Commander-in-Chief, 1775 

• 15 June – Battle of Saipan begins, Mariana Islands, 1944 

• 17 June – Battle of Bunker Hill, Boston, Massachusetts, 1775 

• 18 June – United States declares war on Great Britain, 1812 

MAY 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
The Solemnity of Pentecost is upon 
us, bringing the Holy Season of 
Easter to a close; enter the “Season 
of the Green”, Ordinary Time.  Don’t 
let the name fool you, there’s 
nothing “ordinary” about it; the 
“Battle for Souls” rages on. I’m sure 
you have been seeing in the news 
how Satan and his minions  are 
doubling down in their incessant 
attacks on the Church and the 
Culture of Life.  Some claim the 
movement is Atheistic, but Atheists 
deny the reality of God; the Culture 
of Death however, is “Evil”…it 
doesn’t deny the existence of God, 
but places itself in opposition to His 
Will.  Many good people are 
deceived into accepting Satan’s 
arguments through a barrage of 
nice sounding words. Sir Knights, it 
remains our solemn duty, to defend 
“Holy Mother Church”, the “Sanctity 
of Life”, and the “Sanctity of 
Marriage”.  Daily Prayer continues 
to be our most effective weapon: 
Pray the Rosary for the Protection 
of the Unborn, the  Consecration of 
the United States to the Immaculate 
Conception, and the Prayer to Saint 
Michael; and attend Mass and 
receive the Sacraments as 
frequently as possible. Satan will 
not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, we will be celebrating several important Solemnities and Feasts in the next few weeks, I’d like to 
reflect on the “Solemnity of Pentecost” (Birthday of the Church) on 23 May; the “Solemnity of Most Holy 
Trinity” on 30 May; the “Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary” (Second Joyful Mystery of the 
Marian Rosary) on 31 May; the “Solemnity of Corpus Christi” on 06 June; the “Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus” on 11 June; and the “Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary” on 12 June. 

 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

The Solemnity of Pentecost 

Pentecost, one of the most important feast days of the year concludes the Easter season and celebrates the 
beginning of the Church.   

Pentecost always occurs 50 days after the death and resurrection of Jesus, and ten days after his ascension 
into heaven. Because Easter is a moveable feast without a fixed date, and Pentecost depends on the timing of 
Easter, Pentecost can fall anywhere between May 10 and June 13. 

The timing of these feasts is also where Catholics get the concept of the Novena - nine days of prayer - 
because in Acts 1, Mary and the Apostles prayed together “continuously” for nine days after the Ascension 
leading up to Pentecost. Traditionally, the Church prays the Novena to the Holy Spirit in the days before 
Pentecost. 

The name of the day itself is derived from the Greek word "pentecoste," meaning 50th. 

In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is the celebration of the person of the Holy Spirit coming upon the 
Apostles, Mary, and the first followers of Jesus, who were gathered together in the Upper Room. 

A “strong, driving” wind filled the room where they were gathered, and tongues of fire came to rest on their 
heads, allowing them to speak in different languages so that they could understand each other. It was such a 
strange phenomenon that some people thought the Christians were just drunk - but Peter pointed out that it 
was only the morning, and said the phenomenon was caused by the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit also gave the apostles the other gifts and fruits necessary to fulfill the great commission - to go 
out and preach the Gospel to all nations. It fulfills the New Testament promise from Christ (Luke 24:46-49) that 
the Apostles would be “clothed with power” before they would be sent out to spread the Gospel. 

The main event of Pentecost (the strong driving wind and tongues of fire) takes place in Acts 2:13, though the 
events immediately following (Peter’s homily, the baptism of thousands) continue through verse 41. 

It was right after Pentecost that Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, preached his first homily to Jews and other 
non-believers, in which he opened the scriptures of the Old Testament, showing how the prophet Joel 
prophesied events and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

He also told the people that the Jesus they crucified is the Lord and was raised from the dead, which “cut them 
to the heart.” When they asked what they should do, Peter exhorted them to repent of their sins and to be 
baptized. According to the account in Acts, about 3,000 people were baptized following Peter’s sermon. 

For this reason, Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church - Peter, the first Pope, preaches for the first 
time and converts thousands of new believers. The apostles and believers, for the first time, were united by a 
common language, and a common zeal and purpose to go and preach the Gospel. 

 

 

https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/pentecost/seven.htm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/2
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Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity (Trinity Sunday) 

The fundamental dogma, on which everything in Christianity is based, is that of the Blessed Trinity in whose 
name all Christians are baptized. The feast of the Blessed Trinity needs to be understood and celebrated as a 
prolongation of the mysteries of Christ and as the solemn expression of our faith in this triune life of the Divine 
Persons, to which we have been given access by Baptism and by the Redemption won for us by Christ. Only in 
heaven shall we properly understand what it means, in union with Christ, to share as sons in the very life of 
God. 

The feast of the Blessed Trinity was introduced in the ninth century and was only inserted in the general 
calendar of the Church in the fourteenth century by Pope John XXII. But the cultus of the Trinity is, of course, 
to be found throughout the liturgy. Constantly the Church causes us to praise and adore the thrice-holy God 
who has so shown His mercy towards us and has given us to share in His life. 

The feast of the Most Holy Trinity may well be regarded as the Church's Te Deum of gratitude over all the 
blessings of the Christmas and Easter seasons; for this mystery is a synthesis of Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, 
Ascension and Pentecost. This feast, which falls on the first Sunday after Pentecost, should make us mindful 
that actually every Sunday is devoted to the honor of the Most Holy Trinity, that every Sunday is sanctified and 
consecrated to the triune God. Sunday after Sunday we should recall in a spirit of gratitude the gifts which the 
Blessed Trinity is bestowing upon us. The Father created and predestined us; on the first day of the week He 
began the work of creation. The Son redeemed us; Sunday is the "Day of the Lord," the day of His 
resurrection. The Holy Spirit sanctified us, made us His temple; on Sunday the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
infant Church. Sunday, therefore, is the day of the Most Holy Trinity. 

 

Feast of the Visitation 

Assuming the Annunciation and the Incarnation took place around the time of the vernal equinox, Mary left 
Nazareth at the end of March and went “into the hill country…into a city of Judah”, possibly Hebron, south of 
Jerusalem, or Ein Karem, to wait upon her cousin Elizabeth. Because Mary's presence, and even more the 
presence of the Divine Child in her womb, according to the will of God, was to be the source of very great 
graces to the Blessed John, Christ's Forerunner. (Lk1:39-57). 

Feeling the presence of his Divine Savior, John, upon the arrival of Mary, leaped for joy in the womb of his 
mother; at that moment he was cleansed from original sin and filled with the grace of God. Our Lady now, for 
the first time, exercised the office which belonged to the Mother of God made man: that He might, by her 
mediation, sanctify and glorify us. The journey from Nazareth to Hebron is about 100 miles, depending upon 
the route taken.  Given the prevailing cultural traditions of the time, and needs for security, St. Joseph probably 
accompanied Mary to Judah and returned to Nazareth, and came again after three months to take his wife 
home.  The apparition of the angel, mentioned in Mt 1:19-25, may have taken place then to end the tormenting 
doubts of Joseph regarding Mary's maternity. 

 
The Solemnity of Corpus Christi 
 
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also known as the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, 
which translates from Latin to "Body of Christ." This feast originated in France in the mid-thirteenth century and 
was extended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the Thursday 
following the Trinity Sunday or, as in the USA, on the Sunday following that feast. 

This feast calls us to focus on two manifestations of the Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the Church. The 
primary purpose of this feast is to focus our attention on the Eucharist. The opening prayer at Mass calls our 
attention to Jesus' suffering and death and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist. 
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At every Mass, our attention is called to the Eucharist and the Real Presence of Christ in it. The secondary 
focus of this feast is upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church. The Church is called the Body of 
Christ because of the intimate communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses this in the 
gospels by using the metaphor of a body in which He is the head. This image helps keep in focus both the 
unity and the diversity of the Church. 

The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity for public Eucharistic processions, which 
serves as a sign of common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body and Blood calls us to offer 
to God our Father a pledge of undivided love and an offering of ourselves to the service of others. 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• 2021 Resolutions of the Texas State Council of the Knights of Columbus: 

1. Dedication of the Convention to Past Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 

2. Prayers for All Persecuted Christians 

3. Appreciation for our Bishops and Clergy 

4. Memoriam – Pray for the souls of our departed Brother Knights at the Convention Memorial Mass 

(Assembly 3417 Sir Knights remembered at the Memorial Mass: SK Ralph Cofield and SK Jack Funk); each 

Grand Knight notify members of his Council upon the death of a Council member, and have a Mass offered 

for the repose of his soul; each Council hold Commemorative Exercises and Masses during the month of 

November to pay tribute to their deceased Brothers. 

5. Appreciation to the Houston Host Convention Committee 

6. Support for Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney 

7. Work within our communities to support and promote a Culture of Life 

8. Continued Support for and Participation in Pro-Life Marches for Life 

9. Protect the Institution of Traditional Marriage 

10. Defend Religious Liberty 

11. Pray for All Government Leaders 

12. Pray for and Support the United States Armed Forces 

13. Pray for and Support First Responders 

14. Support Respect for the Flag of the United States 

15. Support the Annual Commemoration of Columbus Day in the Americas 

16. Support the Order’s Insurance Benefits Program and commend the efforts of general agents and field 

agency force in Texas 

17. Pray for the conversion of heart of our President to a more genuine support of all pro-life issues 

18. Pray for all affected by CoVid-19 

19. Pray for Our Country 

20. Amend the State Council Bylaws to specify that the Annual State Convention shall be convened during the 

months of April or May 

21. No Solicitation at State Council Activities will be allowed except by written authorization of the State 

Deputy   

 

• In-Person Meetings: 
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As I’m sure you’re all aware, the CoVID-19 guidance is a moving target.  On 05 May, Archbishop Gustavo 
issued a decree reinstating the obligation for Catholics in the San Antonio Archdiocese to attend Sunday Mass 
and Holy Days of Obligation, effective on 23 May, the Solemnity of Pentecost; and most recently, the CDC has 
revised the CoVID-19 Mask and Social Distancing Guidance removing the requirement for masks and social 
distancing for fully-vaccinated persons except when required by federal, state, or local laws or rules and 
regulations.  In keeping with the CDC Guidance, Archbishop Gustavo has also removed the CoVID-19 facial 
covering and social distancing requirements in the Archdiocese for all the fully-vaccinated.  As previously 
announced, we will hold a hybrid “in-person/Zoom” combination meeting in June, and look at the possibility 
of resuming “in-person” meetings in July.  I’ll continue to suspend the virtual 6:30 p.m. community “Rosary for 
Life” for June.  If you are not attending the meeting in person, please say the Rosary at home, knowing that 
you are not praying alone.  Our next meeting will be on 01 June…Hope to see you all.   

• World-wide Rosary for an End to the CoVID-19 Pandemic on 17 May 2021 

The Holy Father has called for a World-wide Rosary for an end to the CoVID-19 Pandemic on Monday, 17 May.  
The Basilica of the National Shrine in Washington, D.C., will be hosting the Rosary for the United States.  The 
event will be live-streamed on the Basilica Website, and televised by EWTN at 11:00 a.m., CDT.  Wilton 
Cardinal Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, will lead the Rosary.  Please participate If you can possibly do so.  

• 4th Degree Exemplification 

There will be a Virtual 4th Degree Exemplification on Thursday, 03 June hosted by Oklahoma Master, and we 
anticipate at least five candidates for Assembly 3417.  We will invite the candidates to attend a special 
Assembly “Exemplification Meeting” on the 3rd to allow them to go through Exemplification in the presence of 
and with the support of Assembly Sir Knights.  Sir Knights, please continue to seek out new candidates, and 
send their information to either Ron Racinowski or me.  I’ll send out additional information/details next week. 

• Berges Fest Parade 

Berges Fest Parade is on!  SK John Daly, Jr. has stepped up to the plate having submitted the Parade entry 
form and fee; he has also offered the use of his truck, and trailer.  We are now looking for someone to 
spearhead our effort.  Please let me know if you are willing to lead.  

• Fourth of July Fireworks Display 

The City of Boerne has approved this year's 4th of July Fireworks Display, and St Peter's had approved our use 
of the campus to host our event.  Rick Martini will secure the sanitation facilities and wash stations, and will 
hook up sound system. I'm sure there will be plenty of volunteers to help with all the other duties.  As is the 
case with the Berges Fest Parade, we're looking for someone to lead. 
Please let me know if you are willing to lead. 

• Fourth of July “Red, White and Blue” Family Picnic 

Council 16730 will be hosting a Red, White and Blue Family Picnic on 04 July at Our Lady of the Atonement 
Campus.  

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o SK Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease 

o SK Edmund Guerrero recovering from bypass and gall bladder surgeries 

o SK Greg Wolf recovering from prostate cancer surgery 

o SK Jim Gleason placed in hospice for better access to medications and oxygen 
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o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade 

o Wife of Richard Sanchez, GK St. Brigid’s Council - gestational diabetes, pregnant with 7th child    

 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; and St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300). 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby, FN 
tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 
210-440-0112 

 

May 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Dave Zander Jose Ramirez Joseph & Catherine Mahon 

Nathan Carreon Sonny Arkangel Jim & Linda Mazurek 

Rudy Escamilla Steve Schott Gary & Beverly Davenport 

Fred Rekola  Paul & Kay Lampe 

  Ken & Andrea Leon Castex 

  Michael & Sheila Brell 

  Jesse & Sherry Aguirre 

  David & Patricia Basile 

  Jim & Betty Jo Wade 

  Bill & Anne Edwards 

  Fred & Henedina Danysh 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
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REMINDERS    
Although we won’t be praying our “community” Rosary before the Meeting, please pray in private…you won’t be 
alone…we will be praying with you.  

 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

