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April 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active-duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders  

• 18 April – Confirmation at St. Peters, ABSHP Garcia-Sillar, presiding  

• 18 April – Paul Revere’s Ride, 1775 

• 18 April – Jimmy Doolittle’s Tokyo Raid 1942 

• 19 April – “The shot heard round the world” Battles of Lexington and 

Concord, 1775 

• 21 April – Battle of San Jacinto, 1836 

• 25 April – Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist 

• 30 April – Fall of Saigon, RVN, 1975 

• 01 May – Memorial of St. Joseph the Worker 

• 01 May – Battle of Manila Bay, 1898 

• 03 May – Feast of Sts. Philip and James, Apostles 

• 04 May – Six DESDIV 8 Destroyers arrive Queenstown, Ireland, 1917 

• 04 May – Battle of the Coral Sea begins, 1942 

• 05 May – Cinco de Mayo (Battle of Puebla, Mexico, 1862) 

• 07 May – Sinking of the Lusitania, 1915 

• 08 May – VE Day, 1945 

• 09 May – Mother’s Day 

• 10 May – Jefferson Davis is captured, Irwinville, Georgia, 1865 

• 10 May – Battle of Song Be, RVN begins, 1965 

• 12 May – Battle at Palmito Ranch, Texas, 1865 (last battle of the Civil 

War) 

• 13 May – Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

• 13 May – Our Lady of Fatima 

APRIL 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
I pray that you had a holy and 
spiritually beneficial Lenten Season.  
We are now celebrating the glorious 
50 days of Easter, and in about a 
month, we will be celebrating the 
Ascension of Our Lord; a feast of 
significance to the Knights of 
Columbus and the Fourth Degree in 
particular, as Jesus commissioned 
not just the Apostles, but all of us to 
proclaim the good news; and He 
promised that He would be with us 
always. As Knights we must take this 
commission seriously, and continue 
to battle Satan, and his “Culture of 
Death” with the confidence that Our 
Lord is at our side – as He promised. 
He has already conquered “Death”, 
so, it’s a foregone conclusion that 
we will prevail. Therefore, Sir 
Knights, it is our duty, to remain 
steadfast in our defense of “Holy 
Mother Church”, the “Sanctity of 
Life”, and  the “Sanctity of 
Marriage”.  Daily Prayer continues 
to be our most effective weapon: 
Pray the Rosary for the Protection 
of the Unborn, the  Consecration of 
the United States to the Immaculate 
Conception, and the Prayer to Saint 
Michael; and attend Mass and 
receive the Sacraments as 
frequently as possible. Satan will 
not, can not, win. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, although we will be celebrating several important Feasts in the next few weeks, I’d like to reflect 
on the “Feast of St. Joseph, the Worker” on 01 May; the “Solemnity of the Ascension” (the Second Glorious 
Mystery of the Marian Rosary) on 13 May; and the “Feast of Our Lady of Fatima”, also on 13 May.  Because 
the “Solemnity of the Ascension” (a moveable feast outranked in precedence only by the Easter Triduum), falls 
on 13 May this year, the “Feast of Our Lady of Fatima” will not be observed. 

 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

The Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker 

To foster deep devotion to Saint Joseph among Catholics, and in response to the “May Day” celebrations for 
workers sponsored by Communists, Pope Pius XII instituted the feast of Saint Joseph the Worker in 1955. This 
feast extends the long relationship between Joseph and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith and 
devotion. Beginning in the Book of Genesis, the dignity of human work has long been celebrated as a 
participation in the creative work of God. By work, humankind both fulfills the command found in Genesis to 
care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. Saint Joseph, the carpenter and foster father 
of Jesus, is but one example of the holiness of human labor. 

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint Joseph and spent his early adult years working 
side-by-side in Joseph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as preacher and healer. In his 
encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task always to call 
attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn situations in which that dignity and those 
rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic progress by man and 
society.” 

Saint Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII emphasized this when he said, “The spirit flows to 
you and to all men from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but certainly, no worker was ever more 
completely and profoundly penetrated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived with Him in closest 
intimacy and community of family life and work.” 

Reflection 

To capture the devotion to Saint Joseph within the Catholic liturgy, in 1870, Pope Pius IX declared Saint 
Joseph the patron of the universal Church. In 1955, Pope Pius XII added the feast of Saint Joseph the Worker. 
This silent saint, who was given the noble task of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and Jesus, now 
cares for and watches over the Church and models for all the dignity of human work. 

Franciscan Media 
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The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

The Ascension of the Lord is detailed in the Scriptures and in our creeds. Every Sunday, we profess it in 
the Nicene Creed: "(Jesus) ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end." Jesus' ascension concluded 
his work on earth to bring about our redemption that he began on Good Friday. (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 662) "Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, precedes us into the Father's glorious kingdom so that 
we, the members of his body, may live in the hope of one day being with him forever." (no. 666) 

When Christ ascended into heaven, he did not leave his human nature behind. He brought that nature, our 
human nature, into heaven with him. The Son of God did not leave us orphans. He still has his human nature, 
and still bears the wounds of his passion in the kingdom of heaven. 

"By bringing his human nature into heaven, Jesus Christ opened paradise for the human family. With a 
glorified human body and a human soul, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity sits at the right hand of God the 
Father for all eternity. This incorporation of the human and the divine makes him our presence in eternity and 
the mediator between God and humanity. 

"This is the pressing and inspiring lesson of the ascension. It touches the core of the Christian faith, our own 
dignity as human beings, and the life available to us after death. It is a strong reminder to us of how greatly we 
are loved and how intensely God desires fellowship with us." 

The Ascension of the Lord is followed 10 days later by the feast of Pentecost. In fact, it was Christ's 
ascension that made Pentecost possible. "It is better for you that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not 
come to you," Jesus told his disciples. (John 16:7) But he promised: "I am with you always, until the end of the 
age." (Matthew 28:20) To help you prepare for the feast of Pentecost, consider praying a novena to the Holy 
Spirit that can be prayed daily from the Friday after Ascension Thursday to the vigil of Pentecost.  

Diocese of Little Rock 

 

The Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three Portuguese children–Francisco and Jacinta Marto and their 
cousin Lucia dos Santos–received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria near Fatima, a city 110 miles north 
of Lisbon. Mary asked the children to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of World War I, for sinners, 
and for the conversion of Russia. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/
https://www.ucatholic.com/saints/ascension/
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c2a6.htm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c2a6.htm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p1s2c2a6.htm
http://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/why-the-ascension-of-the-lord-matters/412/
http://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/why-the-ascension-of-the-lord-matters/412/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/16
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/28
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/feast-of-ascension-holy-spirit-novena/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/feast-of-ascension-holy-spirit-novena/
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Mary gave the children three secrets. Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in 1919 and 1920 
respectively, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927. It concerned devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
The second secret was a vision of hell. When Lucia grew up, she became a Discalced Carmelite nun and died 
in 2005 at the age of 97. 

Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s Secretary of State to reveal the third secret in 2000; it spoke of a 
“bishop in white” who was shot by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows into him. Many people 
linked this vision to the assassination attempt against Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 
1981. 

The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was added to the Church’s 
worldwide calendar in 2002. 

Reflection 

The message of Fatima is simple: Pray. Unfortunately, some people—not Sister Lucia—have distorted these 
revelations, making them into an apocalyptic event for which they are now the only reliable interpreters. They 
have, for example, claimed that Mary’s request that the world be consecrated to her has been ignored. Sister 
Lucia agreed that Pope John Paul II’s public consecration in St. Peter’s Square on March 25, 1984, fulfilled 
Mary’s request. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith prepared a June 26, 2000, document explaining 
the “third secret.” 

Mary is perfectly honored when people generously imitate her response “Let it be done to me as you say” 
(Luke 1:38). Mary can never be seen as a rival to Jesus or to the Church’s teaching authority, as exercised by 
the college of bishops united with the bishop of Rome. 

Franciscan Media 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Requiescat in Pace: 

-  Sir Knight John C. (Jack) Funk 

• In-Person Meetings: 

We have now successfully held two hybrid, “in-person/Zoom” meetings, and I’m beginning to get the hang of 
it.  Thanks to SKs Rick Martini and Bruce Anderson for “making it happen”.  We will continue to hold hybrid 
“in-person/Zoom” combination meetings for the foreseeable future.  I anticipate that “in-person” attendance 
will be increasing as more and more SKs receive their CoVID Vaccinations. In the meantime, I’ll suspend the 
6:30 p.m. community “Rosary for Life” until we get the set-up process fully worked out.  Please say the Rosary 
at home, knowing that you are not praying alone.  Our next meeting will be on 04 May…Hope to see you all.   

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o Harry Ackroyd battling Parkinson’s Disease  

o Edmund Guerrero recovering from bypass and gall bladder surgeries 

o Greg Wolf undergoing treatment for prostate cancer 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade  
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• Thanksgiving 

Nelson Jeter has received a “clean bill of health”, and thanks everyone for their prayers. 

 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

 

April 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Tim Butler Harold Archer  Ron & Barbara Racinowski 

Scott Scheidt Greg Wolf Vernon & Lisa Reeh 

Brad Knieriem Pete Gallardo Ray & Carolyn Ballin 

Andre Feliciano Al Nuncio Paul & Cheryl Rayburg 

Jesse Lozano Al Zambrano Don & Betty Jo Schwartz 

Carl Conti Rudy Molleda  

Bill Edwards Mark Johansen  

Marco Nunez   

   

   

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

REMINDERS    
Although we won’t be praying our “community” Rosary before the Meeting, please pray in private…you won’t be 
alone…we will be praying with you.  

 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

