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Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 17 March - St. Patrick’s Day 

• 19 March - Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of the Virgin Mary 

• 19 March - Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) begins, 2003 

• 23 March - Patrick Henry’s “Liberty or Death” speech, 1775 

• 25 March - Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 

• 25 March - National Medal of Honor Day 

• 27 March - Massacre at Goliad, 1836 

• 28 March - Palm Sunday 

• 30 March - First Battle of Quang Tri, RVN begins, 1972 

• 01 April - Holy Thursday 

• 01 April - Battle of Okinawa begins, 1945 

• 02 April - Good Friday (Fast & Abstinence) 

• 04 April - Easter Sunday 

• 04 April - Battle of Loc Ninh, RVN begins, 1972 

• 06 April - Dartmoor Massacre, Devon, England (1815) 

• 06 April - U.S. Entry into World War I, 1917 

• 06 April - Assembly Busines Meeting 

• 09 April - Lee Surrenders at Appomattox Court House, VA, 1865 

• 11 April - Divine Mercy Sunday (Low Sunday/Quasimodo Sunday) 

• 11 April - Battle of Kien Long, RVN begins, 1964 

• 12 April - Attack on Fort Sumter, SC, Civil War formally begins, 1861 

• 15 April - Lincoln declares an insurrection exists, 1861 

• 15 April - North Korean MiG-21 shoots down EC-121 over Sea of 

Japan (East Sea), 1969 

MARCH 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Here we are, already halfway 
through Lent, and I pray, succeeding 
in our efforts to renew our spiritual 
life through prayer, fasting and alms 
giving.  Soon, we will be celebrating 
two feasts of particular significance 
to the Culture of Life: the Feast of St 
Joseph the Husband of Mary, head 
of the Holy Family; and the 
Annunciation of the Lord (the 
Incarnation), in which we celebrate 
the true “Miracle of Christmas”. 
Meanwhile, Satan, and his army of 
the Culture of Death continue their 
unrelenting attacks on the Church 
and all facets of the Culture of Life. 
Even though they are exuberantly  
celebrating what they consider 
numerous recent victories, we must 
never lose the  faith that we will 
prevail in the end…Jesus, Himself, 
assures us of that. It is our duty, Sir 
Knights, to remain confident and 
steadfast in our defense of the 
“Sanctity of Life” and  the “Sanctity 
of Marriage”. Daily Prayer is our 
most effective weapon: Pray the 
Rosary for the Protection of the 
Unborn, the  Consecration of the 
United States to the Immaculate 
Conception, and the Prayer to Saint 
Michael; and attend Mass as 
frequently as possible. Satan will 
not, can not, prevail. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Sir Knights, as you can see from the Calendar Reminders, we will be celebrating several important Feasts, 
Solemnities, and Commemorations in the next few weeks.  I presume we are all already thoroughly familiar 
with Palm Sunday, Holy Week, the Easter Triduum, and Easter Sunday, so I will concentrate on some of the 
other lesser known (perhaps lesser understood) feasts.  On 17 March, we celebrate the “Commemoration of 
St. Patrick”, the Apostle of Ireland; on 19 March, we celebrate the “Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of Mary”, 
Patron of the Universal Church (in commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph as 
Patron of the Universal Church, Pope Francis has proclaimed 2021 (08 December 2020 – 08 December 2021) 
as a “Year of St. Joseph”); on 25 March, we celebrate the “Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord”, also 
known as the “the Feast of the Incarnation” (the First Mystery of the Holy Rosary); and on 11 April, we 
celebrate “Divine Mercy Sunday”. 

 

I submit the following for your reflection, and spiritual enrichment: 

 

St. Patrick 

St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints. He was born in Roman Britain and when he was 
fourteen or so, he was captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd 
and tend sheep. At the time, Ireland was a land of Druids and pagans but Patrick turned to God and wrote his 
memoir, The Confession. In The Confession, he wrote: 

"The love of God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was roused, so that, in 
a single day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the same. I prayed in the 

woods and on the mountain, even before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or rain." 

Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was 
told to leave Ireland by going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain and was 
reunited with his family.  

A few years after returning home, Patrick saw a vision he described in his memoir: 

"I saw a man coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he 
gave me one of them. I read the heading: 'The Voice of the Irish.' As I began the letter, I imagined in that 
moment that I heard the voice of those very people who were near the wood of Focluth, which is beside the 
western sea-and they cried out, as with one voice: 'We appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk 
among us.'" 

The vision prompted his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained by St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, 
whom he had studied under for years, and was later ordained a bishop and sent to take the Gospel to Ireland. 

Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on March 25, 433. There are several legends about what happened next, with 
the most prominent claiming he met the chieftain of one of the druid tribes, who tried to kill him. After an 
intervention from God, Patrick was able to convert the chieftain and preach the Gospel throughout Ireland. 
There, he converted many people -eventually thousands - and he began building churches across the country. 

He often used shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity and entire kingdoms were eventually converted to 

Christianity after hearing Patrick's message. 

Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles and wrote of his love for 
God in Confessions. After years of living in poverty, traveling and enduring much suffering he died March 17, 
461. 
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He died at Saul, where he had built the first Irish church. He is believed to be buried in Down Cathedral, 

Downpatrick. His grave was marked in 1990 with a granite stone. 

In His Footsteps: 

Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total devotion to and trust in God should be a shining 
example to each of us. So complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission, he feared 

nothing -not even death. 

Catholic Online 

"The Breastplate," Patrick's poem of faith and trust in God: 

"Christ be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort 
and restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ inquired, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all 

that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger." 

 

 

St. Joseph 

St. Joseph, the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus, was probably born in 
Bethlehem and probably died in Nazareth. His important mission in God's plan of salvation was "to legally 
insert Jesus Christ into the line of David from whom, according to the prophets, the Messiah would be born, 
and to act as his father and guardian" (Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy). Most of our information 
about St. Joseph comes from the opening two chapters of St. Matthew's Gospel. No words of his are recorded 
in the Gospels; he was the "silent" man. We find no devotion to St. Joseph in the early Church. It was the will 
of God that the Virgin Birth of Our Lord be first firmly impressed upon the minds of the faithful. He was later 
venerated by the great saints of the Middle Ages. Pius IX (1870) declared him patron and protector of the 

universal family of the Church. 

St. Joseph was an ordinary manual laborer although descended from the royal 
house of David. In the designs of Providence, he was destined to become the 
spouse of the Mother of God. His high privilege is expressed in a single 
phrase, "Foster-father of Jesus." About him Sacred Scripture has little more to 
say than that he was a just man-an expression which indicates how faithfully 
he fulfilled his high trust of protecting and guarding God's greatest treasures 
upon earth, Jesus and Mary. 

The darkest hours of his life may well have been those when he first learned of 
Mary's pregnancy; but precisely in this time of trial Joseph showed himself 
great. His suffering, which likewise formed a part of the work of the redemption, 
was not without great providential import: Joseph was to be, for all times, the 
trustworthy witness of the Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he modestly retires 
into the background of holy Scripture. 

Of St. Joseph's death the Bible tells us nothing. There are indications, 
however, that he died before the beginning of Christ's public life. His was the most beautiful death that one 
could have, in the arms of Jesus and Mary. Humbly and unknown, he passed his years at Nazareth, silent and 
almost forgotten he remained in the background through centuries of Church history. Only in more recent times 
has he been accorded greater honor. Liturgical veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth century, 
fostered by St. Brigid of Sweden and St. Bernadine of Siena. St. Teresa of Avila, too, did much to further his 

cult. 

At present there are two major feasts in his honor. On March 19 our veneration is directed to him personally 
and to his part in the work of redemption, while on May 1 we honor him as the patron of workmen throughout 
the world and as our guide in the difficult matter of establishing equitable norms regarding obligations and 
rights in the social order. 
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4620
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—Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch 
 
St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. He is the patron of the Universal Church. He is the patron of 
the dying because Jesus and Mary were at his death-bed. He is also the patron of fathers, of carpenters, and 
of social justice. Many religious orders and communities are placed under his patronage. 

Catholic Culture News 

Holy Father’s Prayer to Saint Joseph 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only Son; in 
you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and 

guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen 

 

 

The Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord (Incarnation) 

The Solemnity of the Annunciation is one of the most important in the Church calendar. First, it celebrates the 
actual Incarnation of Our Savior -- the Word made flesh in the womb of His mother, Mary. Second, it is a 
principal Marian feast. Three other feasts honoring Our Lord's mother, Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
(January 1), the Assumption (August 15), and the Immaculate Conception (December 8), are celebrated as 
Holy Days of Obligation in the United States. 

Many Catholics who are deeply concerned with the defense of the life of unborn children believe that it would 
be most fitting if the Feast of the Annunciation were also to be accorded the Holy Day of Obligation status. 
Although it seems unlikely that the American bishops will add another obligatory feast to the Church calendar, 
we can certainly take on the 'obligation' ourselves to attend Mass, if at all possible. In any case, it is most 

appropriate that we encourage special celebrations in the "Domestic Church"-- even, perhaps, in our parishes. 

The biblical account of the Annunciation is in the first chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke, which describes the 
news given to Mary that she was to become the mother of the Incarnation of God, records the "angelic 
salutation" of Gabriel to Mary, 'Hail, thou who art highly favored. The Lord is with thee." This is the origin of the 
repeated "Hail Mary" prayer of the Rosary); and Mary's response to God's will, "Let it be done to me according 
to thy word." Her exultant hymn, the Magnificat, found in Luke 1:46-55, has been part of the Church's liturgy of 
the hours, at Vespers (evening prayer), and has been repeated nightly in churches, convents and monasteries 
for many centuries. 

The significance of this Christian feast on Western culture is made clear from the fact that New Year’s Day 
used to be celebrated on March 25. This was the case in England until as late as 1752. 

Another remnant of the historic universality of Christianity in the world is the universal use of BC (before Christ) 
and AD (Anno Domini -- The Year of Our Lord) to denote periods of time in history. Although there has been an 
attempt in some circles to change 'BC' to 'BCE' (before the common era), AD to CE (common era), and 
although it is true that the religious significance of our system of dating has been effectively obliterated, 
nevertheless, Christians and non-Christians alike consent to the birth of Christ as the "fulcrum" of the dating 
the events of human history. 

EWTN 

 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on numerous 
occasions that a feast day be dedicated to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be celebrated on the Sunday 
after Easter. The liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, concern the institution of the Sacrament 
of Penance, the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy, and are thus already suited to the request of Our Lord. This 
Feast, which had already been granted to the nation of Poland and been celebrated within Vatican City, was 
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granted to the Universal Church by Pope John Paul II on the occasion of the canonization of Sr. Faustina on 
30 April 2000. In a decree dated 23 May 2000, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments stated that "throughout the world the Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy 
Sunday, a perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the 
difficulties and trials that mankind will experience in the years to come." These papal acts represent the highest 
endorsement that the Church can give to a private revelation, an act of papal infallibility proclaiming the certain 
sanctity of the mystic, and the granting of a universal feast, as requested by Our Lord to St. Faustina. 

Concerning the Feast of Mercy Jesus said: 

Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be granted complete forgiveness of sins and 

punishment. (Diary 300) 

I want the image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so 
that every soul may know about it. (Diary 341) 

This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my tender 

mercies. (Diary 420) 

On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My Inconceivable Mercy. I 
desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day 
the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 
obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment* [our emphasis]. On that day all the divine floodgates 
through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. 
My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. 
Everything that exists has come forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation 
to Me will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very 
depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind 
will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699) 

Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but there must also be deeds of mercy, which are to 
arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to our neighbors always and everywhere. You must not shrink 
from this or try to absolve yourself from it. (Diary 742) 

I want to grant complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the 
Feast of My mercy. (Diary 1109) 

As you can see the Lord's desire for the Feast includes the solemn, public veneration of the Image of Divine 
Mercy by the Church, as well as personal acts of veneration and mercy. The great promise for the individual 
soul is that a devotional act of sacramental penance and Communion will obtain for that soul the plenitude of 
the divine mercy on the Feast. 

*The Cardinal of Krakow, Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, whose diocese is the center of the spread of the 
devotion and the sponsor of the Cause of Sr. Faustina, has written that we should use Lent as preparation for 
the Feast and confess even before Holy Week! So, it is clear that the confessional requirement does not have 
to be met on the Feast itself. That would be an impossible burden for the clergy if it did. The Communion 
requirement is easily met that day, however, since it is a day of obligation, being Sunday. We would only need 
confession again, if received earlier in Lenten or Easter Season, if we were in the state of mortal sin on the 
Feast. 

EWTN 
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Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

SK Greg Jaeger has done a tremendous job updating the list of the desires of our Sir Knights; only two remain to be 
contacted…If you have not yet informed Greg of your wishes, I ask you now, to reflect on your choice of what you wish 
to be your legacy, and contact Greg at 210-913-8686, or grlc@gvtc.com.   

• In-Person Meetings: 

We held our first “in-person/Zoom” meeting on 02 March, and it went well…a slight learning curve for me, but 
the kinks got worked out, and the meeting was a success – thanks to SKs Rick Martini and Bruce Anderson.  
Consequently, we will continue to hold hybrid “in-person/Zoom” combination meetings for the foreseeable 
future. Next meeting will be held on 06 April…Hope to see you all.  

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o Nelson Jeter is battling cancer and CoVID-1 in his family 

o Edmund Guerrero is recovering from bypass surgery and gall bladder surgery 

o Greg Wolf has been diagnosed with prostate cancer and is beginning treatment 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade  

 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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March 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Elmer Pavlas Del Eulberg  Joe & Missy Polasek 

Joe Haggerty Jerry Riedel Tim & Sandra Butler 

Al Leopold Roger Van Sickle  

Larry Caldwell PJ Lozano  

Joe Mahon Jim Terrian  

Richard Lysinger   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 

 

  

 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
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REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us (either in-person or virtually), please pray in 
private…you won’t be alone…we will be praying with you.  

 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2020-2021 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

