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February 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 14 February - Feast of St. Valentine 

• 14 February - First Recognition of the Stars & Stripes by a foreign 

country, Quiberon Bay, France 1778 

• 15 February - Presidents’ Day 

• 15 February - Sinking of USS MAINE, Havana Harbor, 1898 

• 17 February - Ash Wednesday, Lent begins, Fast & Abstinence 

• 17 February - CSS HUNLEY sinks USS HOUSTONIC, Charleston, 1864 

• 18 February - Treaty of Ghent declared, 1815 

• 19 February - Amphibious Landing, Iwo Jima, 1945 

• 22 February - Feast of the Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 

• 22 February - Washington’s Birthday 

• 23 February - Siege of the Alamo begins, 1836 

• 23 February - American Flag raised on Mt Suribachi, Iwo Jima, 1945 

• 02 March - Articles of Confederation adopted, 1781 

• 02 March - Texas declares Independence from Mexico, 1836 

• 05 March - Boston Massacre, 1770 

• 06 March - Fall of the Alamo, 1836 

• 09 March - Battle of Hampton Roads, USS MONITOR vs CSS VIRGINIA 

(MERRIMAC), Hampton Roads, 1862 

• 14 March - Daylight Saving Time begins 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Lent is upon us, providing us an 
excellent opportunity to renew our 
spiritual life through prayer, fasting 
and alms giving…let’s make the 
most of it.  The ongoing escalation 
in both frequency and severity of 
attacks on the Culture of Life are 
delighting The Evil One and his 
minions, and distressing the Culture 
of Life warriors. I’m reminded of 
Vice Admiral James Stockdale’s 
reflection on his time as a “guest” of 
the North Vietnamese in the “Hanoi 
Hilton”: we must confront the 
brutal facts of our current reality, 
but we must never lose the  faith 
that we will prevail in the end. The 
Holy Spirit assures us that we will 
prevail, regardless of how difficult 
the journey. As Sir Knights, it is our 
duty to escalate our defense of the 
“Sanctity of Life”, the “Sanctity of 
Marriage”, and the “Freedom to 
Practice our Religion”; pray for the 
Protection of the Unborn, and  
confront Satan with an 
overwhelming force.  He cannot 
win! Continue to pray daily the 
Rosary for and end to abortion, the  
Consecration of the United States to 
the Immaculate Conception and the 
and the Prayer to Saint Michael, and 
attend Mass as frequently as 
possible. Satan will not prevail. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

On 22 February, we celebrate the Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle.  As a principal feast of St. Peter, 
it is of particular significance to Assembly 3417, as two of our member Council parishes are either directly, or 
indirectly dedicated to St. Peter: 10940, St. Peter the Apostle Parish; and 16730, Our Lady of the Atonement 
Parish (Our Lady of the Atonement Parish is part of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter).   

 

I submit the following for your reflection, and wish all our 10940 and 16730 Sir Knights a blessed feast day: 

 

The Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 

 

The Feast of the Chair of St. Peter the Apostle celebrates the papacy and St. Peter as the first bishop of 
Rome. St. Peter's original name was Simon. He was married with children and was living and working in 
Capernaum as a fisherman when Jesus called him to be one of the Twelve Apostles. 

Jesus bestowed to Peter a special place among the Apostles. He was one of the three who were with Christ on 
special occasions, such as the Transfiguration of Christ and the Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. He was 
the only Apostle to whom Christ appeared on the first day after the Resurrection. Peter, in turn, often spoke on 

behalf of the Apostles. 

When Jesus asked the Apostles: "Whom do men say that the Son of Man is?" 

Simon replied: "Thou art Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

And Jesus said: "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona: because flesh and blood have not revealed it to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven. And I say to you: That you are Peter [Cephas, a rock], and upon this rock 
[Cephas] I will build my Church [ekklesian], and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give to 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever you shall bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in 
heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven". (Mt 16:13-20) 

In saying this Jesus made St. Peter the head of the entire community of believers and placed the spiritual 
guidance of the faithful in St. Peter’s hands. 

However, St. Peter was not without faults. He was rash and reproached often by Christ. He had fallen asleep in 
the Garden of Gethsemane instead of praying, as Jesus had asked him to do. He also denied knowing Jesus 
three times after Christ’s arrest. 

Peter delivered the first public sermon after the Pentecost and won a large number of converts. He also 
performed many miracles and defended the freedom of the Apostles to preach the Gospels. He preached in 
Jerusalem, Judaea, and as far north as Syria. 

He was arrested in Jerusalem under Herod Agrippa I, but miraculously escaped execution. He left Jerusalem 
and eventually went to Rome, where he preached during the last portion of his life. He was crucified there, 
head downwards, as he had desired to suffer, saying that he did not deserve to die as Christ had died. 

The date of St. Peter's death is not clear. Historians estimate he was executed between the years 64 and 68. 

His remains now rest beneath the altar of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 

Catholic News Agency 
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Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter 

The Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter is a structure, similar to a diocese, that was created by the 
Vatican in 2012 for former Anglican communities and clergy seeking to become Catholic. Members of the 
Ordinariate are fully Roman Catholic, while retaining elements of Anglican heritage in their celebration of Mass 
and in the hospitality and ministries of their Catholic parishes.  
 
Based in Houston, Texas, the Ordinariate includes communities throughout the United States and Canada. 
Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston is the principal church. Other large communities include Our Lady of the 
Atonement, San Antonio, TX; St. Luke, Bladensburg, MD; Christ the King, Towson, MD; Church of the 
Incarnation, Orlando, FL; and St. Thomas More, Scranton, PA. Ordinariate groups and clergy are located in 
areas such as Maryland, Texas, California, Iowa, Alabama, New York and South Carolina; Oshawa, Victoria, 
Ottawa and Calgary. 
 
Based in Houston, Texas, the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter has more than 40 Roman Catholic 
parishes and communities across the U.S. and Canada. 
 
The establishment of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter was the Vatican’s pastoral response to 
repeated and persistent inquiries made by Anglican individuals and groups in the United States and Canada 
who, over time, have come to identify the Catholic Church as their home. Those joining the Ordinariate have 
discerned they are truly Catholic in what they believe and desire full membership in the Catholic Church. 
 
In November 2009, in response to these repeated and persistent inquiries from Anglican groups worldwide, 
Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic constitution called Anglicanorum coetibus. This document authorized 
the creation of “Ordinariates.” These communities are Catholic yet retain elements of Anglican heritage and 
liturgical practice. Ordinariates also have been established by the Vatican in the United Kingdom (2011) and 
Australia (2012).  
 
The Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes is the first bishop of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. He was 

appointed by Pope Francis on Nov. 24, 2015 and ordained a bishop on Feb. 2, 2016.  

Members of Ordinariates are Latin Rite Roman Catholics of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint 
Peter, and in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church who maintain a distinct Anglican Tradition within 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
Ordinariate communities are not part of local dioceses, but are part of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter, which is its own jurisdiction within the Church. However, Ordinariate communities and clergy are 
encouraged to have close relationships with the dioceses in which they are located and most Ordinariate 
priests receive faculties to assist in diocesan parishes. 
 

Our Lady of the Atonement 
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Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

SK Greg Jaeger has done a tremendous job updating the list of the desires of our Sir Knights; only a very few remain to 
be contacted…If you have not yet informed Greg of your wishes, I ask you now, to reflect on your choice of what you 
wish to be your legacy, and contact Greg at 210-913-8686, or grlc@gvtc.com.   

• In-Person Meetings: 

We plan to resume “in-person” meetings in March.  As of now, the March Meeting (02 March) will be an “in-
person/Zoom” combination meeting.  I’ll keep you posted.  

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o Nelson Jeter is battling cancer and CoVID-1 in his family 

o Edmund Guerrero is recovering from bypass surgery and gall bladder surgery 

o Greg Wolf is awaiting biopsy report 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Jo Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade  

 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you at our next meeting on 02 March. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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February 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Joe Polasek Glenn Wendel  Rudy & Stella Molleda 

Andy Wilburn Cory Rayburg Tommy &Dorothy Meuth 

Paul Rayburg Tony Skwara Jim & Heidi Abshire 

Mike Brell Phil Tait  

Bailey Young   

   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 

 

 

 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
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REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us (either in-person or virtually), please pray in 
private…you won’t be alone…we will be praying with you.  

 

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

