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January 2021 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 18 January - Martin Luther King, Jr Day 

• 20 January - Inauguration Day 

• 21 January - Battle of Khe Sanh, RVN, 1968 

• 22 January - National Day of Prayer for the Protection of Unborn 

Children, Roe v. Wade SCOTUS Decision, 1973 

• 23 January - Capture of USS PUEBLO, by DPRK, 1968 

• 25 January - Feast of Conversion of Paul the Apostle 

• 27 January - Vietnam Ceasefire, 1973 

• 30 January - Tet Offensive, RVN, 1968 

• 31 January - Battle of Hue City, RVN, 1968 

• 01 February - Texas Secedes from the Union, 1861 

• 02 February - Feast of the Presentation of The Lord 

• 03 February - Feast of St. Blaise 

• 11 February - Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 

• 12 February - Lincoln’s Birthday 

• 12 February - Chinese New Year (Year of the Ox) 

 

Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

We are celebrating some well-known, and some lesser-known Feasts this 
month, and I’m selecting three for reflection: the “Feast of the Conversion of Paul the Apostle”, on 25 January; 
the “Feast of the Presentation of The Lord”, 02 February; and the “Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes”, on 11 
February.  Additionally, 22 January marks the 47th anniversary of the SCOTUS Roe v. Wade decision.  

  

JANUARY 2021 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Christmas, New Year and Epiphany 
are all behind us now, and the 
Church is entering our first segment 
of “Ordinary” time (Baptism of Our 
Lord to Ash Wednesday), though 
this year feels anything but 
“ordinary”.  The Evil One is 
capitalizing on the confusion 
created by the unsettling events of 
these times with even more vicious 
attacks against the Culture of Life in 
general, and Holy Mother Church in 
particular, hoping that we are 
adequately distracted, and will be 
inattentive to his attacks. We must 
continue to remain vigilant, and 
vocal in our defense of the “Sanctity 
of Life”, the “Sanctity of Marriage”, 
and the “Freedom to Practice our 
Religion”. Next week, 22 January 
marks the 47th anniversary of the 
SCOTUS Roe v Wade decision; pray 
for the Protection of the Unborn.  
Continue to pray the Consecration 
of the United States to the 
Immaculate Conception and the 
Rosary for an end to abortion, daily, 
and attend Mass as frequently as 
possible. Satan will not prevail. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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I submit the following for your reflection: 

 

The Feast the Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 

The great apostle was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin.  He surpassed all his peers in zeal for the Jewish Law 
and their traditions, which he thought to be the cause of God, and became one of the fiercest enemies and 

persecutors of Christians. He was one of the conspirators in the martyrdom of St. Stephan. 

After the martyrdom of the holy deacon, the priests and magistrates of the Jews raised a violent persecution 
against the church at Jerusalem, in which Saul placed himself above the others. 

In the fury of his zeal, he appealed to the high priest and Sanhedrim for a commission to take up all Jews at 
Damascus who confessed Jesus Christ, and bring them bound to Jerusalem, that they might serve as public 
examples to incite terror into others. 

But God was pleased to show forth in Saul his patience and mercy: Saul was almost at the end of his journey 
to Damascus, when, around noon, he and his company were surrounded by a great light from heaven and 
he fell to the ground. Then Saul heard a voice, which to him was articulate and distinct, but not understood by 
the rest: "Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”  Saul answered: "Who art thou, Lord?" Christ said: "I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecute. Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must 
do.” 

There was a Christian of distinction in Damascus, Ananias, greatly respected by the Jews for his 
irreproachable life and great virtue. Christ appeared to this holy disciple, and commanded him to go to Saul, 
who was at that moment in the house of Judas at prayer. Ananias trembled at the name of Saul, being familiar 
with the misdeeds he had done in Jerusalem and of the errand for which he set out to Damascus. But our 
Redeemer overruled his fears, and charged him a second time to go, saying: "Go, for he is a vessel of election 
to carry my name before Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel: and I will show him how much he has to 
suffer for my name. For tribulation is the test and portion of all the true servants of Christ." 

Thus, a blasphemer and persecutor became an apostle, and chosen to be one of the principal instruments of 

God in the conversion of the world. 

St. Paul never recalled his wonderful conversion, from which have poured forth many blessings, without 
raptures of gratitude and praise to the Divine and His mercy. The Church, in thanksgiving to God for such a 
miracle of His grace, to commemorate so miraculous an instance of His almighty power and to propose to 
penitents a perfect model of a true conversion, has instituted this feast, which we find mentioned in several 
calendars and missals of the eighth and ninth centuries, and which Pope Innocent III commanded to be 
observed with great solemnity. 

Feast of the Presentation of The Lord 

At the end of the fourth century, a woman named Etheria made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Her journal, 
discovered in 1887, gives an unprecedented glimpse of liturgical life there. Among the celebrations she 
describes is the Epiphany (January 6), the observance of Christ’s birth, and the gala procession in honor of his 

Presentation in the Temple 40 days later—February 15. 

This feast emphasizes Jesus’ first appearance in the Temple more than Mary’s purification. 

The observance spread throughout the Western Church in the fifth and sixth centuries. Because the Church in 
the West celebrated Jesus’ birth on December 25, the Presentation was moved to February 2, 40 days after 
Christmas.  
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At the beginning of the eighth century, Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight procession; at the end of the 
same century the blessing and distribution of candles which continues to this day became part of the 
celebration, giving the feast its popular name: Candlemass. 

 

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 

On Feb. 11, the Catholic Church celebrates the liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, recalling a series of 
18 appearances that the Blessed Virgin Mary made to a 14-year-old French peasant girl, Saint Bernadette 
Soubirous. 

The Marian apparitions began Feb. 11, 1858, ended July 16 that year and received the local bishop's approval 

after a four-year inquiry. 

Coming soon after the 1854 dogmatic definition of her Immaculate Conception, the Virgin Mary's appearances 
at Lourdes turned the town into a popular travel destination. Thousands of people say their medical conditions 
have been cured through pilgrimage, prayer and the water flowing from a spring to which Bernadette was 
directed by the Blessed Virgin. Experts have verified 69 cases of miraculous healing at Lourdes since 1862. 

St. Bernadette also has her own liturgical memorial, which occurs Feb. 18 in France and Canada and April 16 
elsewhere. Born in January 1844, the future visionary was the first child of her parents Francois and Louise, 
who both worked in a mill run by Francois. Their family life was loving but difficult. Many of Bernadette's 
siblings died in childhood, and she developed asthma. Economic hardship and an injury suffered by her father 
cost them the mill in 1854. 

Years of poverty followed, during which Bernadette often had to live apart from her parents and work rather 
than attending school. In January 1858 she returned to her family, whose members were living in a cramped 
single room. Strongly committed to her faith, Bernadette made an effort to learn the Church's teachings despite 
her lack of formal education. 

On Feb. 11, 1858, Bernadette went to gather firewood with her sister and a friend. As she approached a grotto 
near a river, she saw a light coming from a spot near a rosebush. The light surrounded a woman who wore a 
white dress and held a rosary. Seeing the lady in white make the sign of the Cross, Bernadette knelt, took out 
her own rosary, and began to pray. When she finished praying, the woman motioned for her to approach. But 
she remained still, and the vision disappeared. 

Her companions had seen nothing. Bernadette described the lady in white to them, demanding they tell no 
one. But the secret came out later that day. The next Sunday, Bernadette returned to the grotto, where she 
saw the woman again. The identity of the apparition, however, would remain unknown for several weeks. 

Some adults accompanied Bernadette on her third trip, on Feb. 18, though they did not see the vision she 
received. The woman in white asked the girl to return for two weeks. “She told me also,” Bernadette later 
wrote, “that she did not promise to make me happy in this world, but in the next.” A group of family members 
and others went with her to the cave the next day, but only the young peasant girl saw the woman and heard 
her words. 

Over the next few days, the number of people in attendance at the cave swelled to more than 100. A parish 
priest, Father Peyramale, became concerned – as did the police. On Feb. 24, 250 people saw Bernadette 
break into tears, but only she heard the woman’s message: “Penance! Penance! Penance! Pray to God for 

sinners. Go, kiss the ground for the conversion of sinners.” 
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A larger crowd was there on Feb. 25 – but they were shocked to see Bernadette drinking from a muddy stream 
and eating weeds. The apparition had told her to drink the water, and the weed-eating was a penitential act. 
Onlookers, meanwhile, saw only the girl’s unusual behavior, and popular fascination turned to ridicule and 
suspicion. 

On Feb. 27, Bernadette made a joyful discovery: the spring from which she drank was not muddy now, but 
clear. As the crowds continued to gather, this change was noticed, and a woman with a paralyzed arm came to 
the water hoping to be healed. Four years later, her case would be recognized as the first miraculous healing 
at Lourdes. Public interest continued, and Bernadette heard a recurring message from the vision: “Go, tell the 

priests to bring people here in procession and have a chapel built here.” 

While others were quick to conclude that Bernadette was seeing the Virgin Mary, the visionary herself did not 
claim to know the woman’s identity. As she conveyed the repeated message to Fr. Peyramale, the priest grew 
frustrated and told Bernadette to ask the woman her name. But when she did so, the woman smiled and 
remained silent. Her identity remained a mystery after the initial two-week period. 

Three weeks later, on the Feast of the Annunciation, Bernadette visited the cave again. When she saw the 
lady, she kept asking to know her identity. Finally, the woman folded her hands, looked up and said: “I am the 
Immaculate Conception.” The seer, devout but uneducated, did not know what these words meant. She related 
them to Fr. Peyramale, who was stunned and informed his bishop. 

Bernadette saw the Blessed Virgin Mary two more times in 1858: on the Wednesday after Easter, and on the 

feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. In 1862, the local bishop declared the apparitions worthy of belief. 

St. Bernadette left Lourdes in 1866 to join a religious order in central France, where she died after several 
years of illness in 1879. By the time of her death, a basilica had been built and consecrated at the apparition 

site, under the leadership of Fr. Peyramale. 

Catholic News Agency 

 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

We have been discussing the Assembly’s “Chalice Fund” for the past several months. The fund was initiated to provide a 
memorial gift in the name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a 
Seminarian, in accord with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in the absence of his expressed preference, the 
preference of his family).  

SK Greg Jaeger has graciously volunteered to take on the task of updating the list of the desires of our Sir Knights, and 
has made tremendous strides in accomplishing his self-imposed task, but his mission is not yet complete.  If you have 
not yet informed Greg of your wishes, I as you now, to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy, and 
contact Greg at 210-913-8686, or grlc@gvtc.com.   

• In-Person Meetings: 

Although we had planned to resume “in-person” meetings in January, the recent flare-up in CoVID-19 cases 
has caused a further delay.  Fr Norm has closed the St. Peter’s campus until at least 24 January.  We will 
continue with virtual meetings for the time being, but will also continue to work toward resuming in-person 
meetings. As soon as it appears feasible to attempt in-person meetings, I will let you all know.   
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• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

o Nelson Jeter is battling cancer and CoVID-1 in his family 

o Edmund Guerrero is in ICU at Methodist Hospital with heart-related problems 

o Lenora Daly, wife of SK John Daly 

o Patsy Meneses, wife of SK Richard Meneses 

o Betty Wade, wife of SK Jim Wade  

 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you at our next meeting on 02 February, the Feast of the Presentation of 
The Lord (the Fourth Joyful Mystery of the Holy Rosary). 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 
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January 2021 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Jim Gleason Tom Rickert  Frank & Diane Rohrbough 

Leonard Melcher Jim Wade Edmund & Delma Guerrero 

Mark Deans Dcn Ken Nickel  

Jim Abshire Ron Racinowski  

Oscar Hannig Arnold Sturm  

Gary Davenport Joe Cortez  

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 
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REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us (either in-person or virtually), please pray in 
private…you won’t be alone…we will be praying with you.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

