
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Assembly #3551 

February 2021 Newsletter 
www.kofcassembly3551.org 

"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever-present inspiration to our fellow man"               Page 1 
 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator:  
My Brother Sir Knights… We’re not out of the woods yet, but things are 
starting to “warm up”!  Vaccines are now being distributed to individuals 
who are 50 and over, and it’s been forecasted that, by as early as May, 
vaccines could be available for every adult in the United States. 
Obviously, this is great news.  
 
Reading through the remainder of this email, you’ll see that Assembly 
activities are being planned on several fronts. You’ve probably noticed 

attendance at Mass is increasing. Bars & restaurants are slowly being allowed to lift restrictions, 
and March Madness is coming to town! It’s very exciting to see the beginning of the end of this 
very long and dismal “COVID-19 winter”. Let us all pray that this is indeed the case. But let us 
continue to take necessary precautions until we are confidently sure of our safety. 
 

God Bless Us. Everyone! 
 

Vivat Jesus! --Sir Knight Eric Hynson 

 

A Message from our Faithful Friar:  As we begin Lent, we are beginning the 
practice of daily Eucharistic Adoration in the parish. This highlights one of the 
principal ends of Jesus offering himself in the Eucharistic Sacrament:  
presence.  Through the Eucharist, Jesus is present in an enduring manner for 
the sake of all humanity. This is an opportunity for us to grow in an intimate 
relationship with Jesus. I invite all of the knights to take a time slot for 
Eucharistic Adoration. Growing in our relationship with Jesus will only help 

us Knights grow in our relationships with our families and friends. 

May God Bless each of you, 

~ Fr. Travis  
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Eucharistic Adoration During Lent: Access the SignUpGenius website 
below and find a time slot that works for you. With all the things we've given up over the last 
year, it's probably a bit difficult to find something new to give up for Lent. Why not give up a 
bit of your time and spend it with our Lord... pray the Rosary... thank him for keeping us safe 
and for the vaccines that are being distributed... or contemplate on the salvation that our Lord 
provided through his passion and death. Whatever your reason, come before the Lord... you'll 
be better for it. 

Here's that link: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a48afa72aa1fc1-eucharistic 

2021 Dues Statements: Dues and accompanying voluntary donations are being 
received at a very good pace. So far, we have received have received $1,675 in Dues plus $935 
in Chalice Fund and $100 in VA Fund donations. Thanks to all who paid and we encourage the 
remaining Sir Knights to pay their 2021 dues promptly to help us cut down on mailing out 2nd 
and 3rd billing notices. If for some reason you have not received your Assembly No. 3551 dues 
statement or if you have questions or need additional assistance, please contact Brother Bernie 
at (317) 946-8431 or BBruno3251@aol.com. 

Vocations:  Please continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood 

and consecrated religious life. We lift up in prayer Lector Andrew Morand 
(currently studying at Mundelein Seminary near Chicago), Brother Thomas 
(Sir Knight Jared Bankert, currently discerning religious life with the Society 
of St. John at a Ukrainian Byzantine Monastery on the shore of Lake 
Superior), and Tyler Kreipe, C.S.C. (in formation at Moreau Seminary in 
northern Indiana).          
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O Lord, keep these men and women close to you. Open the minds and hearts of 
many other men and women that they may accept your challenge to build the 
Kingdom.  Amen. 

 
Priests Birthdays for February: 
 

 Rev Fr. Richard Doer / OLMC 
 Rev Fr. Brain Doer / SEAS 
 Rev Fr. David Hellmann / St Mary’s Anderson 
 Rev Fr. Michael Bower / Crawfordsville 

Annual Social: Due to on-going concerns associated with pandemic, the annual social, 
originally scheduled for Saturday, January 30, 2021 has been postponed. Hopefully, with the 
distribution of the long-awaited vaccines we can schedule this popular event around mid-year 
2021. Potential dates are being considered. Note: we are still looking for a replacement 
chairman for this event due to the SK Brent Stutzman’s transfer to the new Cardinal Ritter 
Assembly. If you are interested in chairing or co-chairing the 2021 Annual Social, please contact 
the Faithful Navigator or one of the Assembly officers. 

Birthday Wishes: Join us in celebrating the upcoming birthdays of the following 
brother Sir Knights: 

 SK Jeffrey L Brown – March 1 
 SK Lonny J Macdonald – March 23 
 SK Stephen J Hanson – March 26 
 SK William J Armstrong – March 27 

 SK Rev. Fr. James A De Oreo – March 27 
 SK Thomas W Barbrick – March 31 
 SK Ralph K Oelke – April 1 
 SK Rudy E Poglitsh – April 2 
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Knights of Columbus Blood Drive: Sir Knight Ed Endejan is again chairing 
this important event which takes place at St. Alphonsus on Sunday, April 18th. The Versiti 
Bloodmobile is also scheduling three additional blood drives at St. Alphonsus during 2021: June 
27th, September 19th, and November 21st. These dates could change due to unforeseen 
circumstances but pencil them in on your calendars for now… we’ll confirm event scheduling 
and provide sign-up links prior to each occurrence. Thanks again to Brother Ed and to those of 
you who participate in this life-saving mission by donating blood. 

 

HG to Participate During Holy Thursday Adoration:  The 
Assembly’s Honor Guard is again scheduled to participate as sentries, keeping vigil at Holy 
Thursday’s Altar of Repose. This will mark the HG’s first appearance since the 2020 Memorial 
Mass. Our Faithful Commander, SK Brad Bilsland, has invited not only those SKs with the official 
HG Uniform, but also those SKs with tuxes or dark suits to participate. Adoration at the Altar of 
Repose will take place immediately following Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord’s Supper and will 
conclude at midnight. Additional HG activities during Holy Week and Easter are pending the 
lifting of certain COVID-19 restrictions. Look for sign-up and informational emails from the 
Faithful Commander in the near future. 
 

Joint Project with Cardinal Ritter Assembly #3873:  We are 
planning to participate with our brother Sir Knights from Cardinal Ritter Assembly on a 
“Homeless Kits for Veterans” project. Very similar to our Care Pak Project for deployed service 
personnel, we will be collecting and assembling kits containing personal hygiene items, 
prepackaged individual-sized snacks, notebooks & pens, etc. The kits will be delivered to the VA 
Medical Center who will then distribute them local homeless veterans. More information to 
come but this is certainly a project we can all get behind. 
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Friday Lenten Fish Frys: Grand Knight and 
Brother Sir Knight Patrick Terrel invites one and all out to 
support Council No. 12510’s annual Lenten Fish Frys.  It’s 
the Council’s longest running and largest fund-raising 
project.  

Due to current social distancing limitations, this year’s 
offering will need to be Carry Out only, but rest assured, 
your meals will be safely prepared, piping hot, and of the 
highest quality. 

Plan to stop by the Parish Hall on Fridays during March (but 
not on Good Friday) and pick up some of the best fish 
around. Your patronage helps the Knights help several 
worthy charities. 

 

VA Medical Center to Begin Welcoming Back Volunteers:  Due 
to the pandemic and the obvious vulnerability of VA’s patients, it’s been almost a year since 
we’ve been able serve as volunteers at the VA Medical Center. But, stand by…, that’s about to 
change. The VA has informed us that they have recently been given the go-ahead to bring back 
volunteers. We’re told that this will be a slow and intentional process. Areas of need are being 
assessed and the VA’s Voluntary Service Team is working with VA program managers to update 
position descriptions as many of the positions may not look the same as they did prior to COVID. 
Also, some positions will not be open for reassignment as COVID isn’t completely under control. 
We’re being asked to remain patient until we are contacted when our assignment becomes 
available. In the meantime, the VA stresses that they must ensure all volunteers are 100% 
complaint on the following: 

 All mandatory training and flu shot requirements 
 Drivers physicals and license check (all drivers) 
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 ID Cards will be updated upon return to assignment 
 Signed 100% masking agreement  

** At no time are volunteers permitted to return without clearance from the VA’s Voluntary 
Services staff.  

Veterans Car Show & Food Drive Fundraiser:  Brother Sir Knight Sean 

McGovern is heading up a joint Council and Assembly project benefiting local veterans and their 
families through the HVAF (Hoosier Veterans Assistance 
Foundation). It’s a food drive, classic car show, and summer 
party.  The event takes place on the east side of Indy on August 14th. 
Save the date… more information is to come.   

We will be collecting canned goods - meat, soups, chili, & fruit - and 
pasta, pasta sauce, peanut butter, jelly, hygiene items, and 
toiletries.  Car Show 10:00am - noon registration.  Dash plaques for 
the first 25 cars.  Judging at 3:00pm and trophies at 3:30pm for the 
top 5 cars.  Cornhole tournament $20 a team, registration 2:00pm - 
3:30pm, starts at 4:00pm.  Winners will receive a $50 gift card.  All 
day event including live music until 9:00pm. 

Upcoming Memorial Masses:  
 A Mass for the repose of the soul of Hank Anderson will be held at St. Alphonsus on 

Sunday, March 14th at 8 AM.   
 A Mass for the repose of the soul of Father Roberts will be held at St. Alphonsus on 

Tuesday, March 23rd at 9:00 AM.  
 The Annual Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass (and reception) will be held at St. 

Alphonsus on Saturday, November 6th at 5:30 PM. 
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Assembly Website: Check out the Assembly’s website for recent updates and 
information:                    
   http://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3551 

Please Keep in Your Prayers: 

Brothers Sick or in Distress:  Please keep the following brothers and family members in your 
prayers. 

 Sir Knight Mark Baltz’s wife, Nicki 
 Sir Knight Dave DeMars 
 Sir Knight Max Duarte 
 Sir Knight Larry Gibson 
 Sir Knight Nick Herran 
 Sir Knight Fred Ilnicki and his wife 
 Sir Knight Tony Kaufmann 
 Sir Knight Lucian Lupinski 
 Rev. Dennis O'Keeffe 
 Sir Knight Ralph Oelke 
 Sir Knight Rudy Poglitch 
 Sir Knight Tom Schemmel’s wife, Ellen 
 Rev. Travis Stephens 
 Sir Knight Mike Weber and his wife, Aggie 
 Sir Knight Jim Weaver 
 Sir Knight Mark Whitlock 
 Any and all members who are privately struggling physically, mentally, or spiritually 

Military: Please continue to pray for all of our armed forces serving abroad and at home, 
especially our own: Chaplain Akeriwe, US Army; Captain Willis Brown, USAF; IT2 Luke 
Derocher, US Navy; MAJ Nicholas Gibson, USMC; LT David Hamlin, US Navy; 1LT Kyle Hatton, 
US Army; Chaplain Janko, USAF; 1st LT Mark Kite, USAF; Captain Brent Lasher, LTJG Joseph 
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Lupinski, US Navy; PO William Lupinski, US Navy; USAF; Staff SGT Christopher Meyers, USMC; 
SGT Alex Niksch, US Army; PO1 Nicholas Parsley, USCG; Major Matthew Read, USAF; PO1 Blake 
Reel, US Navy; CPL David Soderstrom, USMC, and WO1 Zachary J. Stillions, US Army. 

COVID-19 Prayer Card (USCCB):  

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 

We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 

and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of  

healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 

wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another  
and to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus 
to our land and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 

keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. 

AMEN. 
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Slate of Officers for 2021-22: Our Assembly Trustees are preparing 
recommendations for the Slate of Officers for the coming 2021-22 fraternal year. If you are 
interested in being considered, please contact the Faithful Navigator or one of the Trustees (SKs 
Tom Weintraut, Michael Jakubisin, and Mike Weber). The first reading of the Slate of Officers 
will take place at the March 18th Assembly meeting. 

PLEASE  NOTE  THE  FOLLOWING 

Next Meeting: Brother Sir Knights… the next Assembly business meeting is scheduled 

for Thursday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. This will be our first “IN-PERSON” meeting 
in over a year so I hope you can manage to attend! Be advised, though, that we’ll still need 

to social distance and wear our masks. We’ll begin at 6:30 p.m. with dinner in the Parish Hall 
(served in an acceptably safe manner). Besides our normal business activities, we will be visited 
by our District Master, SK Rick Santangelo, who will present the Assembly with the Order’s Civic 
Award. We’ll also formally knight a few Sir Knights who missed previous opportunities. There’ll 
be a surprise or two and we’ll even have a real 50/50 drawing, so be sure to bring some ticket-
buying funds. Look for a reminder invitation and the February business meeting minutes in your 
email inbox prior to the meeting date.  

 

 

 


