
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Assembly #3551 

July 2020 Newsletter 
www.kofcassembly3551.org 

"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man"               Page 1 
 

Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator:  

My Brother Sir Knights… it is, indeed, a unique privilege to be elected 
Faithful Navigator of our Assembly, especially during the on-going 
global pandemic. So many of the Assembly’s activities involve or rely 
on face-to-face social interaction:  

 our work at the VA 
 our Color & Honor Guard events  
 our Spring Social 
 our recruiting efforts 
 the Flag Program 
 the annual Memorial Mass 
 even our monthly meetings 

Our challenge as an Assembly for this coming year will be to find new, creative and SAFE ways 
to remain engaged in these activities. And while many of our activities may need to be 
curtailed, the current situation does present us with the opportunity to possibly discover new 
activities to effectively celebrate and perpetuate patriotism within our parish and community. 
We should also take advantage of any freed-up time to plan and prepare for our work in the 
post-pandemic world.  

Aside from the obvious concerns associated with the covid virus, the coming year also holds 
additional events that stray from normalcy: 

Firstly, both Fr. O’Keeffe, our long time Faithful Friar, and Fr. De Oreo are being reassigned. As 
we bid farewell to these Brother Sir Knights who have graced our Assembly with an abundance 
of guidance and support, we’ll need to establish a new and hopefully beneficial relationship 
with the new pastor, Fr. Travis Stevens. 

Secondly, our Brother Sir Knights from St. Malachy are in the process of establishing their own 
Assembly. We’ll need to aid and assist them in this process and look forward for opportunities 
to “join forces” on future projects and events after their Assembly is formed. 
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As we continue to plan for the coming year, I ask for your prayers and support and urge each 
member of this Assembly to consider and offer suggestions for new programs or activities that 
the Assembly could introduce, especially ones that we can perform in a safe and socially 
distant manner. 

Moving forward, our monthly meetings will be “virtual” for the time being – look for monthly 
GoToMeeting invitations in your in boxes. My hope is that the convenience of these online 
meetings may increase the number of members attending. 

In closing, I want to thank each of you for the confidence you have shown in me by electing me 
Faithful Navigator. I have a long line of large shoes to fill and with your help and support, and 
to the best of my ability, I will try to be worthy of that confidence. 

Lastly, I ask for God’s continued blessings on us all. Let us all to pray for an end to this horrible 
virus and for an end to the social unrest and violence that has been ignited in our nation.  Vivat 
Jesus! --Sir Knight Eric Hynson 

Officers Installation: 
Indiana District Master Rick Santangelo presided over the “virtual” installation of the 
Assembly’s newly-elected officers on July 30th. 

Officers for the 2020-21 Fraternal Year: 

 
 Faithful Navigator SK Eric Hynson  
 Faithful Captain SK Richard Rader 
 Faithful Admiral SK Timothy Shaw 
 Faithful Pilot SK Brent Stutzman 
 Faithful Scribe SK Lucian Lupinski  
 Faithful Controller SK Bernie Bruno 
 Faithful Purser SK Tony Kaufmann 
 Faithful Outer Sentinel SK Thomas Barbrick 
 Faithful Inside Sentinel SK Mark Baltz 
 Trustee (1st yr.) SK Tom Weintraut  
 Trustee (2nd yr.) SK Michael Jakubisin 
 Trustee (3rd yr.) SK Mike Weber 
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Annual Assembly Audit: The annual Assembly Audit, completed by the Faithful 
Comptroller, with excellent support from the Faithful Purser, was submitted after its review 
and approval by the Faithful Trustees and the Faithful Navigator on July 30th. (FYI: Timely 
submission of an accurate and complete Annual Assembly Audit Report is one of the 
requirements for earning the Star Assembly Award). 

Officers Planning Meeting: The annual Officers Planning Meeting was held 
virtually on August 4th. The meeting was well attended by the officers and the fraternal year’s 
activities and programs were reviewed and discussed. 

Membership: 

Our 14 newest Sir Knights became members of our Assembly via a virtual 4th Degree 
exemplification which was held on June 27, 2020. Plans are being finalized for a formal 
knighting ceremony where these men will receive their baldrics, pins, and certificates: 

 Anthony Basso 
 Michael Doades 
 Tim Dobbs 
 Saul Gonzalez 
 Michael Grossman 
 Gavin Hahn 
 Kevin Harvey 

 Frederick Ilnicki 
 Chad Jasper 
 John Ouellette 
 Stephen Sauer 
 OdlanierSilva 
 Reinaldo Silva 
 Mark Tobin 

4th Degree Exemplification: The next upcoming exemplification, scheduled for 
Saturday, August 29, 2020 at the Church of the Blessed Sacrament, has been changed to a 
virtual exemplification. While as yet we don’t have a solid number for this year’s membership 
quota, please continue your recruitment efforts. Be aware that the “virtual” exemplification 
makes it very convenient for candidates to obtain their 4th Degree. Besides the savings in time 
and travel, there is a cost savings as well. Please contact one of the officers if you have 
questions or need a Form 4 for a perspective candidate. 
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4th Annual USO Golf Outing: This year’s outing was held on 
Friday, July 24th at the Valle Vista Golf Club in Greenwood. Our Assembly 
fielded two foursomes (SK’s Gary Weisenbach, Tim Shaw, Andy Auersch, & 
Terry Spartz and SK’s Jack O'Brien, Mike Weber, Mark Baltz and Tom 
Weintraut) and sponsored a hole showing our support for America’s 
military service men and women. 

Zionsville Fall Festival & Parade Cancellation: The Zionsville Lions 
Club announced the cancellation of this year’s Zionsville Fall Festival & Parade due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Citing that the health and safety of the guests, exhibitors and volunteers 
has always been one of their main priorities, they, unfortunately, could not formulate a plan 
this year that they felt would ensure that. The Assembly and our Color Guard have been long-
time participants in the parade and we look forward to being able to resume our participation 
at next year’s event.  

Bikes for Vets: Sir Knight Bob Wahlstrom will again lead the effort to collect used 
bikes on two weekends; August 22nd/23rd and August 29th/30th at St. Alphonsus. The “Bikes for 
Vets” program works by collecting used bikes from parishioners and the Zionsville community, 
taking them to St Vincent DePaul for refurbishing, and then offering them to Vets who have no 
other means of transportation. It’s a wonderful patriotic project for our Assembly. Last year 
the program received a record 172 bikes for deserving Veterans. We are also looking to set up 
a parallel collection effort at St. Malachy Church. Check your emails and sign-up if you can 
spare an hour or more to visit with Bob and to help unload the donated bicycles.  We'll have 
lawn chairs, a cooler of cold refreshment, a supply of brand new face masks and hand sanitizer 
for your use. 



 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Assembly #3551 

July 2020 Newsletter 
www.kofcassembly3551.org 

"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man"               Page 5 
 

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive: Sir Knight Ed Endejan is again chairing 
this important event which takes place on Sunday, September 20th - from 9:00am till 
12:00pm.  The Versiti Bloodmobile will be in the St. Alphonsus Liguori Church parking lot facing 
Oak Street.  Please check your emails for a link to sign-up to donate. This is a volunteer 
opportunity like no other. Medical technology has provided many life-saving discoveries over 
the years, but there is still no substitute for blood. In a medical emergency, often the most 
important element is the availability of blood. 

Vocations: Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 
religious life. We lift up in prayer Seminarian Andrew Morand and Sir Knight 
Jared Bankert. Jared is visiting the Holy Transfiguration Skete monastery in 
Upper Peninsula Michigan for a year as he discerns the monastic religious life. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers: 

Brothers Sick or in Distress:  Please keep the following brothers and family members in your 
prayers. 

 Sir Knight Mark Baltz’s wife, Nicki 
 Sir Knight Bernie Bruno 
 Sir Knight Max Duarte 
 Sir Knight Rick Rader 
 Sir Knight Nick Herran 
 Sir Knight Tony Kaufmann 
 Sir Knight Lucian Lupinski 
 Sir Knight Jack O’Brien 
 Rev. Dennis O'Keeffe 
 Sir Knight Mike Weber’s wife, Aggie 
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Military: Please pray for all of our armed forces serving abroad and at home, especially or 
own: Chaplain Akeriwe, US Army; Captain Nicholas Gibson, USMC; Chaplain Janko, USAF; 
Joseph Lupinski, Ensign US Navy; Petty Officer William Lupinski, US Navy. 

A Prayer by Pope Francis for the End of the COVID-19 Pandemic:  O Mary, You shine 
continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus' suffering, and 
persevered in your faith. 

O Protectress, you know our needs, and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in 
Galilee, joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection.  

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our petitions in our 
necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen. 

Memorial Mass: Our next Memorial Mass is scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 

2020 at 5:30 p.m. at St. Alphonsus. 

Next Meeting: 

The next Assembly business meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 20th at 7:00 p.m. This 
will be another “virtual” meeting. Look for an on-line GoToMeeting invitation in your email 
inbox a week or so before the meeting date. 


