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Thoughts from the Faithful Navigator:  
My Brother Sir Knights… I hope you and yours enjoyed a most-blessed 
Christmas... in spite of it probably being one that was far different from 
any celebrated in recent years. For me, it was the first time since 1978 
that members of my immediate family: my sons, their wives, our 
grandchildren, were physically absent from 
the annual festivities. I know the same held 
true for many of you. There were far less 
presents under the tree. This year most 

were bought on-line and FedEx’d. While the decorations went up 
as usual, it was sad not to be able to share them with family and 
friends. There were Zoom & Face-Time get-togethers… not the same, for sure. Many of the 
commercial Christmas songs playing on the radio invoked more than a few tears. The 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses at the little Catholic Church where I direct music, 

normally packed with the faithful, were attended by only a fraction 
of what we’ve seen in the past. The choir, normally exhausted from 
weeks of rehearsing, were not even permitted to assemble.  
 

Yes, things were certainly different this year. But, perhaps these 
many differences allowed us to experience the true meaning of 

Christmas in a much more personal way… Let’s all remember that Christ’s birth brought hope 
into our world… that by becoming man, God fulfilled his promise of salvation. 
 

Wishing you all best for a happy and healthy new year. We’re all anxiously waiting for the day 
when we can all get back together again. Let us pray that day comes sooner than later. Till 
then, guard your health and safety and that of your family, friends, and loved ones.  
 

God Bless Us. Everyone! 
 

Vivat Jesus! --Sir Knight Eric Hynson 
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Patriotism & VA Medical Center: Sir Knight Tom Schemmel represented 
our Volunteer Veterans Program at the recent virtual Quarterly Meeting at the VA Hospital. He 
reports Covid restrictions on all volunteer programs remain in place with no date set to lift 
them. Even so, the VA has asked us to remain committed to their programs. The VA 
anticipates receiving the vaccine and is ready to store and distribute according to guidelines. 
The VA also announced that it is initiating a new program: VA Caregivers Support Services. 
The goal is to keep the veterans in their own homes and pay the caregiver for their care. Tom 
further reports all construction of new or expanded VA facilities remain on track. In spite of 
the ongoing restrictions, Tom was able to deliver 230 Holiday cards to VA residents & patients 
provided by volunteers at Hoosier Village. 

New Assembly Formation: For several months now, our Brother Sir Knights 
from St. Malachy Parish and Brownsburg have been in the process of trying to form their own 

Assembly. Having chosen the name Cardinal Ritter for their new Assembly, our Brother Sir 

Knights received the official assignment of number 3873 for their new Assembly from 
Supreme on December 11th (official Date of Institution). Their business meetings take place at 
St. Malachy Catholic Church on the 4th Tuesday of each month beginning January 26, 2021.  
The nearly 75 charter members of the new Cardinal Ritter Assembly (which includes nearly 45 
transfers from Assembly #3551) have chosen the following Sir Knights as their officers: Faithful 
Friar Father Danda, Faithful Navigator Rick Rader, Faithful Captain Brent Stutzman, Faithful 
Admiral Bob Uhrick, Faithful Pilot Bill Duffell, Faithful Scribe Mike Balensiefer, Faithful 
Comptroller Jeff Gaerke, Faithful Purser Mike Doades, Faithful Sentinels David Gansert and 
Chris Kaiser, and Faithful Trustees Bob Widner, Gavin Hahn, and Steve Sauer. We are 
extremely proud of these men and wish them the very best as they begin their mission to 
promote and strengthen the patriotic spirit of their local civic and parish communities. And, 
due to the close proximity of our two Assemblies, we look forward to working with our 
Brother Sir Knights from the new Cardinal Ritter Assembly on future projects of mutual 
interest and benefit. 
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2021 Dues Statements: By now you should have received your 2021 Dues 
Statement from our Faithful Comptroller, Sir Knight Bernie Bruno. Your dues are very 
important to the ongoing success of the many patriotic and other charitable programs we 
support. Sir Knights, please pay your 2021 dues promptly so you can remain a member in good 
standing, help us cut down on mailing out 2nd and 3rd billing notices, and so we can better 
focus our efforts as an Assembly on our Patriotic mission. If for some reason you have not 
received your Assembly No. 3551 dues statement or if you have questions or need additional 
assistance, please contact Brother Bernie at (317) 946-8431 or BBruno3251@aol.com. 

Vocations:  Please continue to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated religious life. We lift up in prayer Lector 
Andrew Morand (currently studying at Mundelein Seminary near 
Chicago), Brother Thomas (Sir Knight Jared Bankert, currently 
discerning religious life with the Society of St. John at a Ukrainian 
Byzantine Monastery on the shore of Lake Superior), Tyler Kreipe, 
C.S.C. (in formation at Moreau Seminary in northern Indiana). Dennis 
Reyes (Novice at St. Meinrad), and Sr. Gabriel Marie Trimble 
(Temporary Professed to the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary).          

O Lord, keep these men and women close to you. Open the minds and hearts of 
many other men and women that they may accept your challenge to build the 
Kingdom.  Amen. 

Annual Social: Due to on-going concerns associated with pandemic, the annual social, 
originally scheduled for Saturday, January 30, 2021 has been postponed. Hopefully, with the 
distribution of the long-awaited vaccines we can schedule this popular event around mid-year 
2021. Potential dates are being considered. 
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Another Successful Knights of Columbus Blood Drive: Kudos 
again to Sir Knight Ed Endejan for chairing this important event which takes place on Sunday, 
January 10th.  According to Ed, the online schedule is again completely full for both whole 
blood and double red blood cells. The Versiti Bloodmobile is hoping to schedule four additional 
blood drives at St. Alphonsus during 2021: April 11th, June 27th, September 19th, and November 
21st. These dates could change due to unforeseen circumstances but pencil them in on your 
calendars for now… we’ll confirm event scheduling and provide sign-up links prior to each 
occurrence. Thanks again to Brother Ed and to those of you who participate in this life-saving 
mission by donating your blood. 

From our District Master:  “Congratulations to  Bishop 
Chatard Assembly #0245 and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Assembly #3551 
as recipients of the Civic Award for the 2019-2020 Fraternal Year. This 
award is a tribute to the spirit of patriotism and national pride 
exemplified by the assembly’s program of activities.” Dist. Master, SK 
Rick Santangelo, hopes to present the award at the Assembly #3551’s 
next in-person monthly meeting.  

Please Keep in Your Prayers: 
Brothers Sick or in Distress:  Please keep the following brothers and family members in your 
prayers. 

 Sir Knight Mark Baltz 
 Sir Knight Mark Baltz’s wife, Nicki 
 Sir Knight Tom Schemmel’s wife, Ellen 
 Sir Knight Dave DeMars 
 Sir Knight Max Duarte 
 Sir Knight Fred Ilnicki and his wife 
 Sir Knight Rick Rader 
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 Sir Knight Nick Herran 
 Sir Knight Tony Kaufmann 
 Sir Knight Lucian Lupinski 
 Rev. Dennis O'Keeffe 
 Rev. Travis Stephens 
 Sir Knight Ralph Oelke 
 Sir Knight Rudy Poglitch 
 Sir Knight Mike Weber  
 Sir Knight Mike Weber’s wife, Aggie 
 Any and all members who are privately struggling physically, mentally, or spiritually 

Military: Please continue to pray for all of our armed forces serving abroad and at home, 
especially or own: Chaplain Akeriwe, US Army; Captain Willis Brown, USAF; IT2 Luke Derocher, 
US Navy; MAJ Nicholas Gibson, USMC; LT David Hamlin, US Navy; 1LT Kyle Hatton, US Army; 
Chaplain Janko, USAF; 1st LT Mark Kite, USAF; Captain Brent Lasher, Joseph Lupinski, Ensign US 
Navy; PO William Lupinski, US Navy; USAF; Staff SGT Christopher Meyers, USMC; SGT Alex 
Niksch, US Army; PO1 Nicholas Parsley, USCG; Major Matthew Read, USAF; PO1 Blake Reel, US 
Navy; CPL David Soderstrom, USMC, WO1 Zachary J. Stillions, US Army, SGT Steven Bauer, TM1 
Brandon Collier, CSSC Eric Collier, TSGT William A Mangin, SGT Ryan Radez, Major John Fierek, 
CTT2 Richard Marshall, SrA Andrew Wakefield, PFC TyJay Robey, William Birk, Air Force, Tyler 
Bosket, Navy, SPC Adam Quakenbush, 2LT Kevin Albert, C1C Matthew M. Mark, LT Jared 
Sadtler, Navy, Chris Robsinson, Air Force, Adam Sajdak, Navy, Julia Sajdak, Navy, SPC Austin D., 
SPC Maddie A., and A1C Paul M. 

Prayer for a Pandemic (by Cameron Bellm):  

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
  remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
  remember those most vulnerable. 
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May we who have the luxury of working from home 
  remember those who must choose between preserving their health and  
  making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
  remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
  remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
  remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
  remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
  let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
  let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen. 

Next Meeting: The next Assembly business meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 
21st at 7:00 p.m. This will be another “virtual” meeting. Look for the on-line GoToMeeting 
invitation and the December business meeting minutes in your email inbox prior to the 
meeting date. 


