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Thoughts from your Faithful Navigator: -- Sir Knight Tim Shaw 

March was a month unlike any other in my lifetime and I’m sure yours too. The world shut 
down, including our precious Church. Pope Francis asked the Virgin Mary to watch over the 
world in this current moment of crisis. 

 

An English-language translation of the Pope’s prayer: 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 
with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test –  
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
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Coronavirus Pandemic: 

On January 21st, the CDC confirmed the first case of novel 
coronavirus in the United States. The coronavirus outbreak 
began nearly four months ago, but in March, the magnitude 
of the pandemic hit home in America. The outbreak was 
officially declared a pandemic by the World Health 
Organization on March 11th. 

On March 11th, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson cancelled all 
business meetings and personal contact meetings and events until further notice. In his letter 
to fraternal leaders, he also said: 

This is a moment to deepen our commitment to the very principles which define us: 
charity, unity and fraternity. There will likely be many opportunities in coming weeks to 
live out these principles in service to our brother Knights, our families and our 
communities. May this time of difficulty also be a moment when we as Knights step into 
the breach and show ourselves to be disciples of Jesus Christ and men at the service of 
others. 

On March 18th, Bishop Timothy Doherty, together with all the bishops of the Province of 
Indianapolis, mandated the suspension of all public celebrations of the Mass, other liturgical 
services and gatherings of the faithful effective Wednesday, March 18, 2020 and until further 
notice. Of course, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass from March 13, 
2020 continues until further notice. It is not a permanent dispensation. 

On March 23rd, Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb issued a stay at home order (except for 
essential activities) from April 24th through April 6th. It was later extended until April 20th.   

  



 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Assembly #3551 

March 2020 Newsletter 
www.kofcassembly3551.org 

"Dedicated in Patriotic Service to be an ever present inspiration to our fellow man" Page 3 
 

Biennial District Assembly Meeting: 

The biennial District Assembly meeting was held at the Northside Events and Social Club 
(formerly known as the Northside Knights of Columbus) on Saturday, March 7, 2020. Each 
assembly is entitled to be represented by the Faithful Navigator and one delegate for each one 
hundred members. Faithful Navigator Tim Shaw, Faithful Captain Eric Hynson (delegate), 
Faithful Purser Tony Kaufmann and Sir Knight Nick Herran attended to represent Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Assembly 3551. Rick Santangelo was nominated for reappointment as Master 
of the Indiana District. Various topics were raised and discussed, including lingering issues with 
the new regalia. 

Color Corps: 

The following Color Corps events have been cancelled due to the 
pandemic. 

 Thursday, April 9, Holy Thursday, 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Alphonsus 
 Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Mass, St. Alphonsus 
 Saturday, April 18, State Convention, Indianapolis Marriott East 

Convention Center 
 Saturday, April 25, First Communion, 10:00 a.m. Mass, St. 

Alphonsus 

The Indiana Knights of Columbus State Convention has been postponed. They are working with 
the Indianapolis Marriott East Convention Center to get it rescheduled. Tentatively, the dates 
will be June 19-20-21 2020. 

Business Meeting: The March Assembly business meeting scheduled for March 19th 
at St. Alphonsus was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
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Membership: The fourth degree exemplification scheduled for May 9th in Muncie was 
cancelled. No other exemplifications have been scheduled. We will be contacting District 
Master Rick Santangelo to see if there will be any options for an exemplification, so we can 
attempt to meet our membership goal. So far, we have added four new members to the 
Assembly this year. A total of nine new members are needed this year – so five more new 
members are needed. We have two additional membership forms completed for Mark Tobin 
and Charles McClean. Please continue to help recruit new members. Can you get one new 
membership form completed? If you need a form, please let me know. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers: 

Brothers Sick or in Distress: Please keep the following 
brothers and family members in your prayers. 

 Sir Knight Hank Anderson 

 Sir Knight Mark Baltz’s wife, Nicki 

 Sir Knight Rick Rader 

 Sir Knight Nick Herran 

 Sir Knight Tony Kaufmann 

 Sir Knight Lucian Lupinski 

 Rev. Dennis O'Keeffe 

Military: Please pray for all of our armed forces serving abroad and at home, especially or 
own: Chaplain Akeriwe, US Army; Captain Nicholas Gibson, USMC; Chaplain Janko, USAF; 
Joseph Lupinski, Ensign US Navy; Petty Officer William Lupinski, US Navy 

Memorial Mass: Our next Memorial Mass is scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 

2020 at 5:30 p.m. at St. Alphonsus. 
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Vocations: 

Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life. We lift up in prayer Seminarian 
Andrew Morand and Sir Knight Jared Bankert. Jared is 
visiting the Holy Transfiguration Skete monastery in 
Upper Peninsula Michigan for a year as he discerns the 
monastic religious life. 

 

Next Meeting: 

The April Assembly meeting scheduled for April 16th has been cancelled. 

The next scheduled meeting is Ascension Thursday, May 21st at St. Alphonsus in the Parish Hall 
starting with dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by the Rosary and meeting at 7:00 p.m. 


