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From: 
“GEORGE WASHINGTON'S SECRET SIX”  

      
 by Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger 

 
 When General George Washington beat a 
hasty retreat from New York  City in August 1776, 
many thought the American Revolution might soon 
be over. Instead, Washington rallied—thanks in large 
part to a little-known,  top-secret group called the 
Culper Spy Ring.  
 

 Washington realized that he couldn’t beat the 
British with military might, so  he recruited a 
sophisticated and deeply secretive intelligence 
network to infiltrate New York. So carefully guarded 
were the members’ identities that one spy’s name 
was not uncovered until the twentieth century, and 
one remains unknown today. But by now, historians 
have discovered enough information about the ring’s 
activities to piece together evidence that these six 
individuals turned the tide of the war.  
 

 Drawing on extensive research, Brian 
Kilmeade and Don Yaeger have painted compelling 
portraits of George Washington’s secret six:  
  

 Robert Townsend, the reserved Quaker 
merchant and reporter who headed the Culper Ring, 
keeping his identity secret even from Washington; 
Austin Roe, the tavern keeper who risked his 
employment and his life in order to protect the 
mission; Caleb Brewster, the brash young 
longshoreman who loved baiting the British and 
agreed to ferry messages between Connecticut and 
New York; Abraham Woodhull, the curmudgeonly 
(and surprisingly nervous) Long Island bachelor with 
business and family excuses for traveling to 
Manhattan; James Rivington, the owner of a posh 
coffeehouse and print shop where high-ranking 
British  officers gossiped about secret operations; 
Agent 355, a woman whose identity remains 
unknown but who seems to have used her wit and 
charm  to coax officers to share vital secrets. 
 

 

During five years, there were four major successes 
that the Culper Ring achieved: revealing a plot to 
counterfeit our currency and ruin our economy; 
carrying out a plot, faking an attack on New York, 
which diverted a British  attack on the French fleet 
landing 8,000 troops in Rhode Island; providing key 
information that allowed the recognition of Benedict 
Arnold's plot to surrender West Point; and another 
plot diverting the British from sending reinforcements 
to Yorktown by again faking an attack on New York. 
 

There were countless misgivings and close calls, 
and untold sleepless nights, before the Culper 
correspondence came to an end. The ring had 
operated effectively from the very heart of the 
enemy's headquarters and had never been 
successfully infiltrated, uncovered, or unmasked, 
despite numerous efforts in that vein. The loss of 
Agent 355 was a tragedy, but it was also remarkable 
that the casualties were not much higher given how 
close the Culpers were to the enemy in Manhattan 
and the daring movements and maneuvers of the 
agents on Long Island. While the spies had not been 
able to deliver Manhattan to Washington before the 
war's end, they had been his eyes and ears there, 
enabling him to beat the British even without holding 
the city. The Culper Ring was a success. 
 
“Washington did not really outfight the British, he 
simply out spied us!”  
 

MAJOR GEORGE BECKWITH, BRITISH 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 1782-1783 

February 6th 
 

Heritage Oaks Meeting Room at the Oak 
Valley Medical Plaza,  

1425 West "H" St., Oakdale  
 

Hosted by St. Frances of Rome,  

6:30 PM 
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Holy Hours to start in January 

 
Our assembly has decided to have a 

Holy Hour celebrated once a quarter in 

each of our home parishes. During 

these Holy Hours we will be praying 

for the welfare of our country. The 

schedule is as follows: 

 

April …….Oakdale 

July ……...Riverbank 

Oct. ……..Hughson 

Upcoming 4th Degree Exemplification 
 

Saturday March 29, 2014 

 

Embassy Suites, Monterey Bay - Seaside 

1411 Canyon Del Rey, Seaside, CA 93955 

(831)-393-1115 

 

Hotel reservations should be made very soon to assure 

yourself of a room. 

 

All other reservations are going to be taken care of by the 

Faithful Comptroller of our Assembly. Please contact 

John Misiak who will provide you all the details. 


