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Faithful Navigator 
 

A cautionary tale for us to remember when 

attempting good: 

 
“In Magellan’s death, Pigafetta, … , saw a shining 

example of nobility, heroism, and glorious acceptance 

of fate. ... Among the other virtues that he possessed, he 

was more constant than anyone else in the greatest 

adversity. He endured hunger better than all the others, 

and more accurately than any man in the world did he 

understand sea charts and navigation. ..., for no other 

had had so much natural talent nor the boldness to learn 

how to circumnavigate the world, as he had almost 

done… 

 

In death, Magellan was not a hero to everyone, not even 

to those who had admired his daring and skill. His 

loyalists believed he had courted death by picking an 

unnecessary quarrel with the Mactanese, who held all 

the military advantages . In his misguided quest for 

glory, Magellan had squandered lives and the resources 

of the armada; his reckless conduct grieved other crew 

members, but more than that, it angered them. ..., 

Magellan’s final campaign amounted to “madcap 

foolhardiness …when he could have done some much 

better things instead.” In the name of King Charles, 

Magellan had pillaged and betrayed his hosts, and paid 

the ultimate price. 

 

 Magellan was generally at his best, ..., when he was the 

underdog. At such moments, his best qualities came to 

the fore: tenacity, cunning, and courage. When his plan 

to reach the Spice Islands was turned down by the king 

of Portugal— not once, but many times— Magellan 

successfully assembled and promoted a mission to the 

king of Spain. When mutineers seized three of his ships 

in Port Saint Julian (and nearly captured a fourth), 

Magellan immediately, and with little assistance from 

others, managed to reclaim the vessels, one by one, to 

end the mutiny. When his officers doubted the 

existence of the strait, Magellan found it; when they 

quailed at the prospect of entering the Pacific Ocean, he 

proceeded to sail into its roiling waters. And it took the 

massed forces of fifteen hundred men to kill him. 

 

Today, in the Philippines, the tragic encounter between 

Magellan and Lapu Lapu is seen from a radically 

different perspective. Magellan is not regarded as a 

courageous explorer; instead, he is portrayed as an 

invader and a murderer. And Lapu Lapu has been 

romanticized beyond recognition. By far the most 

impressive sight in Mactan harbor today is a giant 

statue of Lapu Lapu, .... 
 

...a white obelisk commemorates the ferocious battle ..., 

and it offers two sharply varying accounts .... One face 

presents the European point of view: “Here on 27th 

April 1521 the great Portuguese navigator Hernando de 

Magallanes,..., was slain by native Filipinos.” The other 

portrays the conflict from the Filipino perspective: 

“Here on this spot the great chieftain Lapu Lapu 

repelled an attack by Ferdinand Magellan, killing him 

and sending his forces away.” This version is naturally 

more popular in the Philippines, where ...Magellan is 

often regarded with loathing and even gloating at the 

circumstances of his death”. 
 

Bergreen, Laurence (2009-10-13). Over the Edge of the 

World (pp. 286-288). HarperCollins. Kindle Edition. e 
 

See you this Thursday. 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

Matt Peller, Faithful Navigator 
 

November 7th 
Oak Valley Medical Plaza, 

Heritage Oak Room  
1425 W. "H" Street,  

Oakdale  
6:30 PM 



Knights of Columbus 4th Degree 

Western Sierra Assembly #3340 

3517 Brentford Way 

Modesto, CA 95356 
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Raymond Souza 11-02 Richard Hollenhorst 11-16 

Kenneth Jelacich 11-03 Joe Avila 11-20 

Wendell Cushman 11-16   

Happy Birthday  
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celebrating in 

November 
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Western Sierra Assembly 3340 

Veteran’s Day Mass and Dinner 

Honoring both Active and  Retired Military 

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church 

Roger’s Family Center 7820 Fox Rd, Hughson 

Monday, November 11, 2013 

Mass (Church) 5:00 pm and Dinner at 6:30 

$20.00 per person (non-military) 

Active military and family - Free / Veterans - Donations Accepted 

Holy Hours to start in January 

 
Our assembly has decided to have a 

Holy Hour celebrated once a quarter in 

each of our home parishes. During 

these Holy Hours we will be praying 

for the welfare of our country. The 

schedule is as follows: 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 7th ………..Sonora 

Wednesday April 9th…….Oakdale 

Wednesday July 9th……...Riverbank 

Wednesday, Oct. 8th……..Hughson 


