
THE SIERRA SCROLL 

July 2013 

Western Sierra Assembly #3340 

 

Faithful Navigator 
 

Fellow Sir Knights. 
 

"In this period of crisis, today, it is important not to turn in 
on ourselves, burying our own talent, our spiritual, 

intellectual, and material riches, everything that the Lord 

has given us, but, rather to open ourselves, to be 

supportive, to be attentive to others. ...Set your stakes on 

great ideals, the ideals that enlarge the heart, the ideals of 

service that make your talents fruitful. Life is not given to us 
to be jealously guarded for ourselves, but is given to us so 

that we may give it in turn." — Pope Francis, Audience, 

April 24, 2013 
 

In addition to events honoring our county's veterans, my 

efforts as your new Worthy Faithful Navigator will be 

directed at building our membership and our Assembly's 

financial strength, while encouraging the participation of all 

our Sir Knights in these three efforts.  I respect the 

importance of collaboration and ask you to consider sharing 

your talents. 
 

The idea is to form three Committees - Events, Membership 

and Financial each with rough proportional participation by 

our four Councils.  Meetings would be at a central location 

such as Oak Valley Hospital (Meeting rooms are available 

but not on a regularly scheduled basis.) or Knights Ferry 

Park (I like the name.) in good weather.  The committees 

could share these venues if convenient.  I think that four or 

five members on each plus appropriate Assembly Officers 

would be a good size.  Meetings would be once a month to 

start, with dates and times as determined by the 

members.  I'll attend as many as possible.   
 

Please give your participation some thought and advise me 

if your can see your way clear to participate.  I know that 

many of you have family and business commitments, so if 

you can't, just a prayer would be appreciated.       
 

Respectfully submitted 
 

SK Matt Peller, FN 

Assembly 3340 

mattpeller@yahoo.com 

Field Agent Information 
Brothers, 

 

Let’s reflect on our fraternal motto:  Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori 
(Time Flies, Remember Death).  It is our motto for good reason: as 
Knights we are called to constantly reflect on the fact that we have 
only a short earthly existence in which to prepare our record for 
eternal life.  The Tempus Fugit “pledge” goes to the Knights’ 
foundation: Father McGivney’s commitment to an immigrant parish 
consisting of hard working men and women - who died 
young.  Father McGivney, for whom our council is named, is a 
constant and profound reminder of this motto, having succumbed 
himself to pneumonia at the age of 36.    
   
No one knows when death will arrive, but even if a person were 
given advance notice, the moment of passing would no doubt still 
come like a thief in the night.  The 16th century essayist, Michel de 
Montaigne wrote that the judgment of how well a man lives will not 
be determined until the manner of his death.  The peace or turmoil 
in a man’s heart is most clearly revealed when the act of dying lifts 
the veil to his soul.  
   
For the secular man, Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori will convert 
comfortably and conveniently to that other Latin expression: Carpe 
Diem – “Seize the Day”.   Carpe Diem for us means putting away 
the worthless things in favor of the eternal things: Faith, Hope, and 
Love, and the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit (as listed in the 
Catechism).  For us, “Seize the Day” means to pray “gives us this 
day our daily bread” and to make every moment an effort to grow 
closer to God and each other: to love the Lord God will all your 
mind, heart, soul, and strength and your neighbor as yourself.  The 
best way to grow is to follow the ways left by Jesus to His Church 
for our journey to new life: the Mass, the sacraments, prayer, Holy 
Scripture.  These must be experienced regularly and reflectively in 
this ordinary time of life so that we may be transformed through the 
invisible union of grace, so we may be a visible sign on earth, so 
that we may enjoy the divine union in heaven.  Tempus Fugit, 
Memento Mori is our pledge to act now.  
   
Brothers this is not a guilt trip. This is not an emotional arm twisting; 
this is Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori; this is my exhortation in 
brotherly love. This is our pledge as Knights that we will “seize the 
day”. This is the Christian way, which is the path to a death without 
regret.  I pray that we will all live this pledge as seriously as we do 
the commitment and spirit of Father McGivney which illuminates out 
motto and gives it life.  Vivat Jesus!. 
 
Sincerely and fraternally,  

Julio Valadez  

Julio Valadez  
Field Agent, Knights of Columbus  
209-277-9900  

CA LIC #0G78995  

August 1, St. Anthony’s - Hughson  6:30 PM 
Reservations to Matt Peller 209-533-2571 
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Assembly «Assembly 

Stephen Gregory 08-07 David Nagle 08-16 

Frank Breunig 08-10 Kim Contreras 08-28 

Julio Lucas 08-10 George Farrell 08-31 

Martin Baltazar 08-14   

Happy Birthday  

To our 

August Sir Knights 
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