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December 2020 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 18 December - Landing of the Mayflower, Plymouth, 1620 

• 19 December - Washington Winters in Valley Forge, 1777 

• 20 December - South Carolina secedes from the Union, 1860 

• 20 December - Operation Just Cause, Panama, 1989 

• 21 December - Winter begins 

• 21 December - Bombing of Pan Am 103, Lockerbie, Scotland, 1988 

• 25 December - Nativity of the Lord, Christmas (Obligation) 

• 25 December - Washington Crosses the Delaware River, 1776 

• 26 December - Battle of Trenton, 1776 

• 27 December - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

• 28 December - Feast of the Holy Innocents 

• 28 December - Treaty of Ghent ratified by the British, 1814 

• 28 December - Battle of Binh Gia, RVN, 1964 

• 29 December - Texas Statehood, 1845 

• 31 December - Third Battle of Seoul, ROK 

• 01 January - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (Obligation) 

• 01 January - New Year’s Day 

• 02 January - Battle of Ap Bac, RVN, 1963 

• 03 January - Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

• 04 January - Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

• 07 January - Battle of Bataan, Luzon, Philippines, 1942 

• 08 January - Battle of New Orleans, 1815 

• 09 January - Battle of Luzon, Philippines, 1945 

• 10 January - Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord 

DECEMBER 2020 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
I wish each of you and your families 
a Blessed Christmas and Most 
Joyous New Year.  During the 
Christmas Season, we focus our 
attention on the wondrous 
Incarnation of the Author of Life by 
celebrating His Nativity, and 
commemorating His Holy Family, 
His Virgin Mother, His Epiphany and 
His Baptism. Consequently, it is 
precisely during this time that the 
Evil One increases the intensity of 
his attacks against the Culture of 
Life even more vigorously, in his 
constant battle to distract us and 
turn our thoughts (and eventually 
our souls) away from our Savior. We 
must be ever vigilant, and vocal in 
our defense of the “Sanctity of Life”, 
the “Sanctity of Marriage”, and the 
“Freedom to Practice our Religion”. 
Continue to pray for our Nation, and 
Holy Mother Church.  Remember, 
under the banner of Our Mother 
and the leadership of St. Michael, 
we will be victorious…Satan is 
destined to fail. Continue to pray 
daily the Consecration of the United 
States to the Immaculate 
Conception,  the Rosary for an end 
to abortion, and the prayer to St. 
Michael for protection…and attend 
Mass as frequently as possible. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

We are celebrating numerous well-known Feasts and Solemnities this month, but I’m selecting the “Feast of 
the Holy Innocents”, on 28 December; and the “Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God”, 01 January (which those 
of us of a “certain age” probably remember as “The Circumcision of Our Lord”) for reflection…as well as the 
“Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe”, 12 December, which I inadvertently overlooked last month (mea culpa).  

I submit the following for your reflection:  

 

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

"Am I not here, who is your Mother?"  ~ Our Lady to St. Juan Diego 
  
Our Lady was sent to Juan Diego at an ugly time in our continent's history. Cortez had defeated the Aztecs 
only ten years earlier, a civilization that practiced human sacrifice on an enormous scale. Franciscan and 
Dominican missionaries were able to win a hearing with only a handful of people (Juan Diego and his late wife 
among them) due to the horrendous treatment of the natives by the conquistadors who took control of the land. 
Many of the natives were treated as virtual slaves. 
  
Juan Diego was traveling to Mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception when Mary appeared to him on 
Tepeyac Hill and sent him to Bishop Zumarraga with the request for a shrine to be built so that she could show 
her motherly love for the people. The bishop's refusal to believe Juan Diego led to a miraculous sign – Mary’s 
image imprinted upon his tilma, or outer garment. Mary showed herself under the imagery of Revelation 12:1, a 
pregnant woman, "clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet." In Revelation 12, the woman is at war 
with the ancient serpent, Satan (12:9, 13), and Mary's appearance at Tepeyac was God's deathblow to 
paganism in the Americas. Tepeyac was where the Aztecs had worshipped Tonantzin, the mother of the gods 
– many who were portrayed as serpents. Mary's appearance revealed her as the exalted, yet human, mother 
of the true God. Within a decade of her appearance, nine million natives were baptized into the life of the 
Father, Son, and Spirit; and Juan Diego's tilma, that should have disintegrated within a matter of decades, can 
still be viewed in Mexico City four hundred years later! 

In 1999, Pope John Paul II declared Our Lady of Guadalupe the Patroness of the Unborn. 

Feast of the Holy Innocents 

The Holy Innocents are the children mentioned in the gospel of Matthew, chapter 2:16-18. 

Herod, perceiving that he was deluded by the wise men, was exceedingly angry, and sent his soldiers to kill 
all male children ages two and under that were in Bethlehem and on the boarders, according to the time which 
he had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled the prophesy of Jeremiah: “A voice in Rama was 
heard, of lamentation and great mourning; Rachel bewailed her children, and would not be comforted, because 
they were not.” 

The Greek Liturgy asserts that Herod killed 14,000 boys, the Syrians speak of 64,000, and many medieval 
authors speak of 144,000, according to Rev. 14:3. Modern writers reduce the number considerably, since 
Bethlehem was a rather small town. Knabenbauer brings it down to fifteen or twenty (Evang. S. Matt., I, 104), 
Bisping to ten or twelve (Evang. S. Matt.), and Kellner to about six (Christus and seine Apostel, Freiburg, 

1908). 

This cruel deed of Herod is not mentioned by the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, although he relates quite 
a number of atrocities committed by the king during the last years of his reign. The number of these children 
was so small that this crime appeared insignificant amongst the other misdeeds of Herod. Macrobius relates 
that when Augustus heard that amongst the boys of two years and under Herod's own son also had been 
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massacred, he said: "It is better to be Herod's hog, than his son" alluding to the Jewish law of not eating, and 
consequently not killing, swine. The Middle Ages gave faith to this story, and Abelard inserted it in his hymn for 
the feast of Holy Innocents. 

It is impossible to determine the day or the year of the death of the Holy Innocents, since the chronology of the 
birth of Christ and the subsequent Biblical events is most uncertain. All we know is that the infants were 
slaughtered within two years following the apparition of the star to the Wise Men (Belser, in the Tubingen 
"Quartalschrift," 1890, p. 361). The Church venerates these children as martyrs (flores martyrum); they are the 
first buds of the Church killed by the frost of persecution; they died not only for Christ, but in his stead (St. 

Aug., "Sermo 10us de sanctis"). 

The Latin Church instituted the feast of the Holy Innocents at a date now unknown, not before the end of the 
fourth, and not later than the end of the fifth century. 

The Roman Station of December 28 is at St. Paul's Outside the Walls, because that church is believed to 
possess the bodies of several of the Holy Innocents. A portion of these relics was transferred by Sixtus V to 
Santa Maria Maggiore. The church of St. Justina at Padua, the cathedrals of Lisbon and Milan, and other 

churches also preserve bodies which they claim to be those of some of the Holy Innocents. 

 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

The title “Mother of God” goes back to the third or fourth century, but the Greek term Theotokos (“The God-
bearer”) was officially consecrated as Catholic doctrine at the Council of Ephesus in 431, thus becoming the 
first Marian dogma. At the end of the Council of Ephesus, crowds of people marched through the streets 

shouting: “Praised be the Theotokos!” 

This Catholic doctrine is based on the doctrine of Incarnation, as expressed by St. Paul: “God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). 

In its chapter on Mary’s role in the Church, Vatican II’s Dogmatic Constitution “Lumen Gentium” (“Light of the 
People”) calls Mary “Mother of God” 12 times. 

On this day the Catholic Church also celebrates the World Day of Peace, a tradition established by Pope Paul 
VI and confirmed by Pope John Paul II. 

At an early stage the Church in Rome celebrated on 1 January a feast that it called the anniversary (Natale) of 
the Mother of God. When this was overshadowed by the feasts of the Annunciation and the Assumption, 
adopted from Constantinople at the start of the 7th century, 1 January began to be celebrated simply as the 
octave day of Christmas, the "eighth day" on which, according to Luke 2:21, the child was circumcised and 
given the name Jesus. In the 13th or 14th century 1 January began to be celebrated in Rome, as already in 
Spain and Gaul, as the feast of the Circumcision of the Lord and the Octave of the Nativity, while still oriented 
towards Mary and Christmas.[6] The emphasis that Saint Bernardine of Siena (1380–1444) laid on the name of 
Jesus in his preaching led in 1721 to the institution of a separate Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus. Pope John 
XXIII's 1960 rubrical and calendrical revision called 1 January simply the Octave of the Nativity. (This 1960 
calendar was incorporated into the 1962 Roman Missal, whose continued use is authorized by the motu 
proprio Summorum Pontificum.) The 1969 revision states: "1 January, the Octave Day of the Nativity of the 
Lord, is the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, and also the commemoration of the conferral of the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus."[7] However, this does not apply to traditionalists, who do not follow the majority, if 

any, of the post-Vatican II changes, where it remains a Holy Day of Obligation.[8] 

Catholic News Agency 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theotokos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assumption_of_Mary
https://www.esv.org/Luke+2:21
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Circumcision_of_Christ#cite_note-Adam-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernardine_of_Siena
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Holy_Name_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_XXIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_XXIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_of_Rubrics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Missal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summorum_Pontificum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mysterii_Paschalis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity_of_Mary,_the_Mother_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Circumcision_of_Christ#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditionalist_Catholicism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_day_of_obligation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Circumcision_of_Christ#cite_note-8
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Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

As discussed for the past several months, the Assembly’s “Chalice Fund” was initiated to provide a memorial gift in the 
name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord 
with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in the absence of his expressed preference, the preference of his family).  

I ask you all, now, to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.   

• Assembly Christmas Party 

The Assembly Christmas Party was held in conjunction with Council 10940’s party on 10 December in the Cana Ballroom.  
It was a lovely evening event: Social Hour, followed by an outstanding “Hungry Horse”-catered dinner, and Christmas 
Carols…and, SK Del Eulberg used the “power of prayer” to win the “Wheelbarrow Raffle”.  The raffle netted over $1,000.      

• In-Person Meetings: 

God willing, we plan to resume “in-person” meetings in January:  05 January 2021, in St. Anthony Hall at 7:00 
p.m.  In that many are still not comfortable with in-person events, the meeting will be a “combination” in-
person/virtual meeting…as customary, we will send out joining instructions for virtual participation in the 
meeting announcement.  We will precede the meeting with a “Rosary for Life” at 6:30 p.m. 

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you at our first in-person/virtual meeting. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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December 2020 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Kevin Jones Br. Robert Fahy  Bill & Cecilia Roegelein 

Ed Monroe Harry Ackroyd 
Ray Salinas & Mary Frances 

Teniente 

Tom Kirby Robert Gates Roger & Theresa Van Sickle 

Shawn Hudson Richard Meneses Al & Agnes Leopold 

   

   

   

   

   

   

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

 

Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 
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REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us (either in-person or virtually), please pray in 
private…you won’t be alone…we will be praying with you.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

