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November 2020 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 20 November - Battle of Tarawa, 1943 

• 21 November - Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 21 November - Mayflower Anchors off Cape Cod, 1620 

• 22 November - Solemnity of Christ the King 

• 22 November - Assassination of John F. Kennedy, 1963 

• 26 November - Thanksgiving Day 

• 29 November - First Sunday of Advent 

• 01 December - Business Meeting 

• 07 December - Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor, 1941 

• 08 December - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

• 08 December - Battle of Wake Island, 1941 

• 08 December - United Stated Declares War on Japan, 1941 

• 10 December - Assembly Christmas Party 

• 11 December - United States Enters World War II in Europe, 1941 

• 15 December - Bill of Rights Ratified, 1791 

• 16 December - Boston Tea Party, 1773 

• 16 December – Battle of the Bulge, 1944 

 

Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

This month we celebrate two very special and often misunderstood 
feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary: “Memorial of the Presentation of 
Blessed Virgin Mary”, on 21 November; and “Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception”, on 08 December. 

NOVEMBER 2020 EDITION 

NAVIGATOR’S CORNER  

Sir Knights, 
Election Day is now past, but our 
Constitutional Electoral Process:  
counting; re-counting; and ensuing 
law suits continue.  Regardless of 
the eventual outcome of the 
election, our Nation and our leaders 
in particular, are in desperate need 
of our prayers. As the Author of 
Deceit and Death, Satan is gleefully 
capitalizing on  this period of 
confusion and uncertainty to sow 
even more seeds of discontent and 
disunity, and to redouble his attacks 
on the Catholic Church and its 
teachings . We must  continue to be 
resolute in our prayers for our 
Nation, Holy Mother Church, and 
“the Sanctity of Life”.  Remember, 
as Fourth Degree Knights, we are in 
the service of our Blessed Mother, 
and we must continue to provide 
leadership and inspiration to the 
Church’s laity. Be assured that 
under the banner of Our Mother 
and the leadership of St. Michael, 
ultimate victory is ours. Pray the 
daily Consecration of the United 
States to the Immaculate 
Conception,  pray the Rosary for an 
end to abortion daily, pray to St. 
Michael for protection, and attend 
Mass as frequently as possible. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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I submit the following for your reflection: 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrated annually on November 21st, 
commemorates the presentation of the Blessed Virgin as a child by her parents in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Before Mary's birth, her parents received a heavenly message that they would bear a child. In thanksgiving for 
the God's gift of Mary's birth, they took her to the Temple to consecrate their only daughter to The Lord. The 
celebration of the Feast is first documented in the 11th century within the Byzantine Catholic Church. It was 
introduced into the Roman Catholic Church in the 15th century by Pope Gregory XI, then removed from the 
calendar by Pope Pius V in the mid-6th century. Pope Sixtus V later reestablished the feast in 1585, and it is 
still celebrated today, commemorating the faith of her parents, Joachim and Anne, and the purity of Mary. 

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Immaculate Conception, a solemnity celebrated on December 8, is the patronal feast of the United States. 

In 1854, Pope Pius IX's solemn declaration, “Ineffabilis Deus”, clarified with finality the long-held belief of the 
Church that Mary was conceived free from original sin. In proclaiming the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
as a dogma of the Church, the pope expressed precisely and clearly that Mary was conceived free from the 
stain of original sin. This privilege of Mary derives from God's having chosen her as Mother of the Savior; thus, 
Mary received the benefits of salvation in Christ from the very moment of her conception. 

This great gift to Mary, an ordinary human being just like us, was fitting because she was destined to be 

Mother of God. The purity and holiness of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for all Christians. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says of the Immaculate Conception of Mary: 

490. To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role". 
The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace". In fact, in order for Mary to 
be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be 
wholly borne by God's grace. 

491. Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, 
was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1844: "The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of 
her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin." (Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 1854.) 

492. The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her 
conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of 
her Son." The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless 
before him in love." 

493. The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God "the All-Holy" (Panagia) and celebrate her as 
"free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature". By the grace 
of God Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. 
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The National Shrine in the United States, Washington D.C. 

Mary is honored at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception as the Patroness of the 
United States of America. In May of 1846, twenty-one bishops and one archbishop attended the Sixth 
Provincial Council of Baltimore, along with their theologians.  It was at this Council that the American Hierarchy 
named for the first time, the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of the Immaculate Conception as the Patroness 
of the United States. Pope Pius IX ratified this action of the American hierarchy in February 1847. 

There are seventy chapels and oratories. The various ethnic representations of the Blessed Mother given in 
mosaic, sculpture and other artistic renderings, symbolic of the immigrant population of America, as well as 
those of saints and biblical and salvific events, richly ornament the interior and exterior of the church. In 
addition, the upper and lower churches, inside and outside, provide a visual account of the history of the 
Roman Catholic faith, as well as the history of the Catholic Church in the United States of America. 

Catholic News Agency 

 

Assembly Announcements and News 

 

• Requiescat in Pace: 
- Sir Knight Ralph E. Cofield  

- Mrs. Jeanne Ulm (wife of SK Jim Ulm) 

Heartfelt gratitude to all SKs for their prayers and participation in the Rosaries and Funeral  

 

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

As discussed for the past several months, the Assembly’s “Chalice Fund” was initiated to provide a memorial gift in the 
name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord 
with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in the absence of his expressed preference, the preference of his family).  

Within the past two months, we have lost two of our Sir Knights, and unfortunately, neither had indicated his preference 
for his legacy.  I ask you all, now, to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.  Please check the attached 
list for accuracy (This is our most current version).  If your preference is incorrectly recorded (or not recorded at all), 
please and send me a note indicating your preference.  

• Assembly Christmas Party 

As is the custom, the Assembly Christmas Party will be held in conjunction with Council 10940’s party on 10 December in 
the Cana Ballroom.  If you are planning to attend, please contact either Greg Jaeger (grjlc@gvtc.com / 210-913-8686) or 
Sam Roberts (robertssam24@gmail.com / 210-247-8973) by 04 December, so we can get an accurate estimate for food 
required.  Again, as customary, we will provide a wheelbarrow of beverages for raffle.  In that we are not conducting in-
person meetings, please bring a beverage with you to the party, and we’ll work out the details on the fly.  If you will not 
be attending, but would still like to contribute a beverage for the cause, you can leave your beverage with SK Rick 
Martini at the St. Peter’s Church Office. 

• In-Person Meetings: 

mailto:grjlc@gvtc.com
mailto:robertssam24@gmail.com
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We are looking at the possibility of resuming “limited attendance” in-person meetings.  Please let me know if 
you would support the effort.  

• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder 

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s Livestreams Sunday Mass at 0900 and 1300 (Spanish), and posts Mass on Facebook. 

o EWTN Livestreams Daily/Sunday Mass (0700, 1100, 1800, 2300), and leaves link on their website for 

participating at any time. 

o Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception Livestreams Sunday Mass at 1100. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you on our next virtual meeting. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

 

 

November 2020 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Fred Danysh Jesse Aguirre Chris & Nancy Lysinger 

Brian Seastrunk Manuel Ramirez Israel & Sylvia Hinojosa 

Kenneth Castex Chris Lysinger Ed & Lisa Monroe 

John Hennessey John Burnside Greg & Sydney Muenster 

Steven Fikac  Bubba & Debbie Simnacher 

   

   

   

   

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
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If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 

 

 
 
 

REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us virtually, please pray in private…you won’t 
be alone…we will be praying with you.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

 

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417
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(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 


