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September 2020 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of 
Columbus, acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our 
veterans, active duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. 
For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, 
and promote patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 11 September - Patriot Day: 9/11 Al Qaeda Terrorist Attacks 2001 

• 11 September - Ansar al-Sharia Benghazi Terrorist Attack 2012 

• 14 September - Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

• 14 September - Battle of Fort McHenry 1814 

• 15 September - Our Lady of Sorrows 

• 15 September - Battle of Inchon 1950 

• 17 September - Constitution Day 1787 

• 17 September - Battle of Antietam 1862 

• 18 September - POW/MIA Recognition Day 

• 18 September - USAF Birthday 1947 

• 28 September - Siege of Yorktown 1781 

• 02 October - Battle of Gonzales 1835 

• 07 October - Battle of Lepanto 1571 

• 07 October - Our Lady of the Rosary 

• 07 October - Commencement of Operation Enduring Freedom 2001 

• 12 October - Al Qaeda Attack on USS Cole 2000 

 

Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

This month we celebrate two very special and not-well-understood 
memorials:  “Exaltation of the Holy Cross”, on 14 September; and “Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary”, 07 October. 

 

I submit the following for your reflection: 
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Sir Knights, 
The battle rages.  We have made 
our decision.  As Knights, each of us 
has pledged eternal service to our 
Lord; consequently, we are locked 
in constant battle against the Evil 
One – and we will  triumph. We will 
triumph through prayer, and action.  
Christ himself has told us what we 
need to do – how we need act – and 
the Holy Spirit keeps us on the right 
path through the Magisterium of 
the Holy Catholic Church.  Although 
“Times” change, “Truth” is constant, 
and the Church continuously 
interprets the “Truth” for us in the 
language of the times.  A 
“Practicing” Catholic conducts 
himself/herself in accordance with 
the Church’s teaching.  There are 
many who claim to be “Devout 
Catholics” but live their lives in 
opposition to Church teachings, and 
commit scandal by leading others 
into the same errors (support for 
Abortion, Homosexual Lifestyle, 
Promiscuity, etc.). To effectively 
fight error, our lives must be  
examples of true Catholicity, lest we 
become hypocrites ourselves.  Fight 
this battle through constant prayer 
and the exercise of our civic duties. 
Pray the rosary daily…it is the most 
powerful weapon in our arsenal. 
This is why we are Knights. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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“Exaltation of the Holy Cross” 
The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it into a thing 
of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood 
outside too many city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s 
authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the 
instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after 
Constantine’s edict of toleration. 

The Story of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search 
of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition held was built 
over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. During the excavation, 
workers found three crosses. Legend has it that the one on which Jesus died was identified when its touch healed a 
dying woman. 

The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the end 
of the fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver container and placed on a 
table together with the inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass through one 
by one; all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then with their eyes; 
and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on the 
September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the Western calendar in the seventh century 
after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. 
According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move 
forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim. 

The cross is today the universal image of Christian belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it into a thing 
of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty. It stood 
outside too many city walls, decorated only with decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s 
authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the 
instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after 
Constantine’s edict of toleration. 

Franciscan Media 

 

“Our Lady of Victory”, “Our Lady of the Rosary” 

In 1571, Pope Pius V organized a coalition of forces from Spain and smaller Christian kingdoms, republics and 
military orders, to rescue Christian outposts in Cyprus, particularly the Venetian outpost at Famagusta which, 
however, surrendered after a long siege on August 1 before the Christian forces set sail. On October 7, 1571, 
the Holy League, a coalition of southern European Catholic maritime states, sailed from Messina, Sicily, and met a 
powerful Ottoman fleet in the Battle of Lepanto. Knowing that the Christian forces were at a distinct materiel 
disadvantage, the holy pontiff, Pope Pius V, called for all of Europe to pray the Rosary for victory, and led a rosary 
procession in Rome.  

After about five hours of fighting on the northern edge of the Gulf of Corinth, off western Greece, the combined 
navies of the Papal States, Venice and Spain managed to stop the Ottoman navy, slowing the Ottoman advance to 
the west and denying them access to the Atlantic Ocean and the Americas. If the Ottomans had won then there was 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Famagusta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_League_(1571)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sicily
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lepanto
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a real possibility that an invasion of Italy could have followed so that the Ottoman sultan, already claiming to be 
emperor of the Romans, would have been in possession of both New and Old Rome. Combined with the unfolding 
events in Morocco where the Sa'adids successfully spurned the Ottoman advances, it confined Turkish naval power 
to the eastern Mediterranean. Although the Ottoman Empire was able to build more ships, it never fully recovered 
from the loss of trained sailors and marines, and was never again the Mediterranean naval power it had become the 
century before when Constantinople fell. 

Pius V instituted "Our Lady of Victory" as an annual feast to commemorate the victory at Lepanto, which he 
attributed to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Dedications to Our Lady of Victory had preceded this papal declaration. In particular, Simon de Montfort, 5th Earl of 
Leicester built the first shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Victory in thanks for the Catholic victory over the 
Albigensians at the Battle of Muret on September 12, 1213. In thanksgiving for victory at the Battle of Bouvines in 
July 1214, Philip Augustus of France founded the Abbey of Notre Dame de la Victoire, between Senlis and Mont 
l'Evêque.  

In 1573, Pope Gregory XIII changed the title of the "Feast of Our Lady of Victory" to "Feast of the Holy Rosary", to 
be celebrated on the first Sunday of October. Dominican friar Juan Lopez in his 1584 book on the rosary states that 
the feast of the rosary was offered "in memory and in perpetual gratitude of the miraculous victory that the Lord 
gave to his Christian people that day against the Turkish armada". 

In 1671 the observance of this festival was extended by Clement X to the whole of Spain, and somewhat 
later Clement XI, after the victory over the Turks gained by Prince Eugene in the Battle of Petrovaradin on 5 August 
1716 (the feast of Our Lady of the Snows), commanded the feast of the Rosary to be celebrated by the universal 
Church.  

Leo XIII raised the feast to the rank of a double of the second class and added to the Litany of Loreto the invocation 
"Queen of the Most Holy Rosary". On this feast, in every church in which the Rosary confraternity has been duly 
erected, a plenary indulgence toties quoties is granted upon certain conditions to all who visit therein the Rosary 
chapel or statue of Our Lady. This has been called the "Portiuncula" of the Rosary. 

Pius X in 1913 changed the date to 7 October, as part of his effort to restore celebration of the liturgy of the 
Sundays. In 1960 under Pope John XXIII it is listed under the title "Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary"; 
and under the 1969 liturgical reforms of Pope Paul VI "Our Lady of the Rosary" is mentioned as a mandatory 
memorial. 

Wikipedia 
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• St. Peter’s Daughters Fish Fry: 

Friday 11 September at 5:00 p.m.  $10.00/plate 

Call 210-218-2550 to place order.  Pick up at Cana Ballroom Kitchen Door.  

• Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

As discussed last month, the Assembly’s “Chalice Fund” was initiated to provide a memorial gift in the name of a 
recently fallen Sir Knight.  The gift can be either a Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord with the 
desire of the deceased Knight (or in the absence of his expressed preference, the preference of his family).  

I asked you all to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy.  Please review the attached “Chalice Fund 
Spreadsheet” for accuracy (This is our most current version).  If your preference is incorrectly recorded (or not recorded 
at all), please and send me a note indicating your preference.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_de_Montfort,_5th_Earl_of_Leicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_de_Montfort,_5th_Earl_of_Leicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Muret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bouvines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_II_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_XIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clement_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Petrovaradin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dedication_of_the_Basilica_of_St_Mary_Major
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Roman_Calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Roman_Calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_XIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Litany_of_Loreto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indulgence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_XXIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Paul_VI
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• Pray for All Brothers in Need 

• Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder    

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o St. Peter’s live streams Mass daily and Sunday at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

o St. Elizabeth Ann Seton places the Sunday Mass link on the SEAS website 

o Our Lady of the Atonement live steams daily Mass M-F at 7 a.m., Sat 10:00 a.m., and Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 

o and many more offer Sunday/Daily Mass:  EWTN; Basilica of the National Shrine… 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in, and cherish, the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation nor of our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you on our next virtual meeting. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

210-440-0112 

 

September 2020 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Bill Roegelein Jesus Martinez  Sam & Nancy Roberts 

Marty Carroll C Reed Greene Andre & Elaina Feliciano 

Royal Brown Stanley Jones Royal & Morgan Brown 

Rey Salinas Tom Meuth  

Don Schwartz Robert Puff  

Luis Reyna Fr Mark Cannaday  

Mike Sullivan Santiago Garza  

Ralph Cofield Francisco Arocha  

Chris Robinson Jack Funk  

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 
 

mailto:tomnkwangja@yahoo.com
mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
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Holy Humor from the Faithful Navigator 

 

 
 

 

REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us virtually, please pray in private…you won’t 
be alone…we will be praying with you.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417

