
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly 3417 Mission – To support the mission of the Knights of Columbus, 
acknowledge a belief in God, to promote charitable works, and to honor the 
sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, active 
duty military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God and 
Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our communities, and promote 
patriotism, good citizenship, faith, and God’s grace.  

Calendar Reminders 

• 14 August - VJ-Day End of WWII (U.S) 1945 

• 15 August - VJ-Day (Japan) 1945 

• 15 August - Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 22 August - Memorial of the Queenship of Mary 

• 29 August - Memorial of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist 

• 01 September - Assembly Business Meeting (Virtual) 

• 02 September - Japan signs unconditional surrender in Tokyo Bay 1945 

• 05 September - Battle of the Virginia Capes 1781 

• 07 September - Labor Day 

• 08 September - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Reflections from the Faithful Navigator 

Yesterday, 08 August, was the Memorial of St. Dominic…this timely 
reflection was graciously provided by our Faithful Admiral: 

This Is Why St. Dominic Is Given Credit for the Holy Rosary  

Written By Will Wright for Catholic Link 

The Holy Rosary John  

The Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary is one of the most popular devotions of the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church. The 
image of the Rosary is inseparable from the Roman Catholic Church. Certainly, there are countless devotions in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in the East. But where then did the Rosary come from? How did it gain such popularity in the West? 

Albigensians and St. Dominic 

In southern France in the end of the 12th Century and the early 13th Century, the Albigensian heresy was spreading rapidly and 
causing great upheaval in Christian culture. They were vehemently opposed to the priesthood and the hierarchy of the Church. They 
saw the eternal battle between good and evil manifest in the war between the material realm of Satan and the spiritual realm of 
God. 

At this time, St. Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans), was preaching primarily against this heresy. He 
was largely unsuccessful and pleaded for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. According to a pious tradition, Mary appeared 
to St. Dominic and told him to use the Marian Psalter while preaching the Gospel. 

In St. Dominic’s time, there were some significant differences in what we now call the Rosary.  
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Sir Knights, 
The attacks on our Church and 
Nation continue to increase in 
both frequency and violence:  
bibles, churches, government 
buildings, and flags are being 
burned on a regular basis; statues 
are being vandalized, defaced and 
destroyed; God and the United 
States are being denounced in the 
most vile and disgusting language 
in public rants…all to the cheers of 
anarchists and masses of complicit 
onlookers, with the apparent 
approval of elected officials. We  
must be just as relentless and 
intense in our battle to fight back 
through constant prayer and the 
exercise of our civic duties. Pray 
the rosary daily…it is our most 
powerful prayer. 
This is why we picked up the cross 
and the sword, this is why we are 
Knights. 
VR/Tom Kirby, FN  
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Let us begin with the Hail Mary. The Hail Mary prayer comes from the Gospel according to St. Luke, from the words of the Angel 
Gabriel and Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth: “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!… Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb (Lk 1:28, 42).” 

In fact, this was the entirety of the Hail Mary until the 14th Century. It was only then that the Name of Jesus was added at the 
end. The second half of the prayer, as it is prayed today, came even later. 

At that time, the Our Father and the Glory Be prayers were also not part of the Rosary. The pendent, which is the cross and the 
five extra beads, also was not part of it. 

Likewise, the Mysteries of the Rosary were not fixed until Pope St. Pius V officially established the fifteen Joyful, Sorrowful, and 
Glorious Mysteries in 1569. 

Rosary Prototype – Marian Psalter 

There was a long history in many religions of praying on beads or with pebbles in a bowl. In the time of St. Dominic and before, 
there were official liturgical prayers for clergymen and monks which consisted of the 150 psalms being recited. Because most of the 
laity were illiterate, these 150 psalms were replaced by “Paternoster” beads or Our Father beads. After some time, the Hail Mary, as 
described previously, gradually were added along with the Creed. Sometimes, all 150 beads would have the Hail Mary used, and this 
was the Marian Psalter. 

The Marian Psalter proved to be a powerful weapon against the Albigensians who believed that the material world was evil. Over 
and over, the faithful would repeat the words referencing the Incarnation of Christ in the womb of Mary: “Blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.” 

St. Dominic and the Rosary 

It was put forward 250 years later by the Dominican Alan de Rupe that St. Dominic accepted the Rosary from Our Lady and used 
it extensively in his preaching. He would intersperse his preaching on the life, teachings, passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ with prayers from the Marian Psalter. In this way, the Rosary would later be born. 

St. Dominic and his connection to the Holy Rosary is debatable among historians. However, there seems to be great evidence 
that the heart of the Rosary was borne out of the practice, preaching, and prayer of St. Dominic. 

The popes from the 17th Century forward all hold to the oral tradition that St. Dominic brought the Marian Psalter to a place of 
prominence in French devotional practice and thus brought the Rosary to the Church. Pope Leo XIII once said, “Thanks to this new 
method of prayer… piety, faith, and union began to return [to France]; and the project and devices of the heretics began to fall to 
pieces.” 

Though the Albigensian heresy did not die out immediately, the heretics were unable to expand their hold. 

The Marian Psalter became the Rosary when St. Dominic, and those that came after, combined the praying of the Psalter with 
reflection and prayer on the life of Christ. The Rosary comes from the Latin word rosarium which means a rose garden or bouquet of 
roses. When we pray the Holy Rosary, we are offering a bouquet of roses to the Blessed Mother to honor her. In return, out of 
motherly love, she leads us to her Son and forms and shapes us to be more like Him.  

 

Assembly announcements and news 

 

Chalice Fund and Seminary Burse: 

A portion of your Annual Membership Dues are set aside, and placed in the “Chalice Fund”.  This fund was established 
by our Assembly in order to provide a memorial gift in the name of a recently fallen Sir Knight.  The gift can be either a 
Chalice, or a stipend payment to a Seminarian, in accord with the desire of the deceased Knight (or in the absence of his 
expressed preference, the preference of his family). 

I ask you all to reflect on your choice of what you wish to be your legacy...I will poll you later for your decision.  PFN Rey 
Salinas has provided me with spreadsheet which I will update.  
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Some things we can do from home to defend Mother Church, and the United States: 

I am leaving this section in as a permanent reminder    

• Prayer is our most powerful weapon; through prayer countless victories have been achieved: 

o Pray for our Church and the preservation of our Nation, pray especially through the intercession of: Blessed 

Virgin Mary under the title of “The Immaculate Conception”, patroness of the United States; St. Joseph, patron 

of the Universal Church; St. Michael the Archangel, patron of our Order, and patron of warriors. 

• Attend Mass as often as possible.   

o and many more offer Sunday Mass: 

o St. Peter’s live streams Mass daily and Sunday at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

o St. Elizabeth Ann Seton places the Sunday Mass link on the SEAS website 

o Our Lady of the Atonement live steams daily Mass M-F at 7 a.m., Sat 10:00 a.m., and Sunday at 9 & 11 a.m. 

• Display the flag…announce to the world that you are a patriot; that you believe in and cherish the Constitution of 

the United States; that you are not ashamed of our nation or our heritage; that you honor our history and 

traditions; and that you revere the self-evident truths laid forth in the Declaration of Independence, and are 

committed to their defense. 

Thank you for your input, I truly appreciate it…please pass additional ideas along…we are in this battle together, and, by 
God’s Grace, we will win.  Evil will not prevail. 

Last month, I attached the Consecration of the United States to Immaculate Virgin Mary to the Newsletter, this month, I 
am attaching the Prayer to St. Michael. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you on our next virtual meeting. 

God bless you, 

VR/Tom Kirby FN 

tomnkwangja@yahoo.com 

 

June 2020 – Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

Greg Gonyer James Ulm  Dusty & Debbie Clayton 

Robert Walz Steven Beaton James & Brenda Terrian 

Leopold Galvam Edwin Torres Tom & Kwang Ja Kirby 

Nicholas Dopp John Peterson Joseph & Trinh Arrieta 

Michael Trevino Samuel Roberts Edwin & Zelideth Torres 

Bruce Anderson  Bruce & Beth Anderson 

Chad Tschirhart  Mike & Carol Lyle 

Bruce Tschoepe  Darren & Brenda Ohlemacher 

John Gilpin  Santiago & Linda Garza 

If you don’t see your birthday or anniversary send the correct info to Ron Racinowski' at racinowskir@gvtc.com 

 

mailto:racinowskir@gvtc.com
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HOLY HUMOR FROM THE FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR 

 

 
 

 

REMINDERS    

We will pray the Rosary at 6:30 p.m. before the Meeting.  If you can’t join us virtually, please pray in private…you won’t 
be alone…we will be praying with you.  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 3417 website (https://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=3417) 

Please visit our website to see all the news and events of our Assembly, to refer to the 2018-2019 budget, and to update 
your personal profile. This is an important tool for you to stay informed about the work of your brother Sir Knights and 
opportunities for you to be involved.  

Faith in Action Programs – A New Model for a New Era 

In order to earn the Columbian Award, councils must conduct programs from each program category. Our Sir Knights 
Assembly is committed to being involved in our Faith in Action, with our Council partners, focused on spiritual reflection 
(faith), consecration to the Holy Family (family), helping hands (community) and Novena for Life (life). Please look for 
these events on the calendar and plan to participate. 

St. Peter the Apostle Council 10940 and Assembly 3417 have participated in the following recommended programs from 
Supreme:  

Coats for Kids, Global Wheelchair Mission, Free Throw Competition, March for Life, Monthly Rosary for the end of 
abortion, Hill Country Pregnancy Center Mobile Sonogram purchase, Family of the Year, monthly Holy Hour adoration 
and many other programs demonstrating our faith and commitment to the Catholic Church and our parish family. Our 
Knights exemplify the spirit and faith that Christ wants us to practice in our daily lives. Please join us in our work. 
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