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EDITORIAL 
JMJ 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

This month is about giving thanks for the 

great gifts that God has graced us.  The act 

of getting together with loved ones under 

the same roof to give thanks truly 

transcends all divisions and barriers. We 

share a common meal with each other 

and thank God for the abundant blessings 

He has given to us. And He has truly given 

us many things to be thankful for, 

especially the gift of life. Today and every 

day, the key is to give thanks, ultimately. 

I am thankful for my wife, my kids, all of 

my family and friends, brother Knights, 

America, music, beer, records, you for 

reading this newsletter…I could go on and 

on. 

In the same vein, I am thankful for my 

Catholic faith. What on this world could 

be more beautiful than The Sacraments, 

The Mass, stained glass windows, 

kneelers, the Pope (yes, the good and the 

not so good), Gregorian Chants, The 

Universal System, all the Angles and 

Saints, Confession and of course, The 

Eucharist?   

What makes you thankful? What makes 

you thankful to be Catholic? Fellow 

Knights, let us take time to share our 

thanks with one another and our 

community.  God love you! 

 

Christopher T. Fairman 

Editor 
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NAVIGATOR’S 
N   O   T   E 

he Fourth Degree Exemplification  26-28 

October was a Grand Event. Members from 

Assembly 2184 attending were Terry and Linda 

Fairman, Randy Vis and Tom Carroll. We all had 

excellent accommodations at the Dulles Hyatt 

Hotel and their staff were very friendly, 

attentive and helpful. There were roughly 170 

candidates who went through the 

Exemplification. All parts of the  service; 

Exemplification, banquet, Ladies Program and 

meetings went great. Terry Fairman and Randy 

Vis participated with the District Color Corps in parting the Colors while FN Tom Carroll 

was an Escort for the Candidates. 

The Veterans Toiletry Collection resulted in 11 boxes of  toiletries and $350.00 in cash 

donations. The Most Ever! Many thanks to all who donated. 

The annual Man Cave donations were down this year but we still made almost $300.00 

to be shared between the Council and the Assembly. Thanks to all who donated, 

purchased items and helped with the sale. 

The Annual Veterans Spaghetti Dinner will be held on 30 November. This event honors 

our veterans from the VA Medical Center in Hampton, VA.  

Save the date for the Annual Advent Dinner on 14 December. The tickets are only $27.95 

each and will be held at Warwick Forrest  retirement facility off of Old Denbigh Blvd. in 

Newport News, VA. Check your Knights of Columbus mail for directions and the menu. 

I wish all of you a blessed and joyful Thanksgiving. Travel safely if you are leaving town 

and do not forget to get stuffed! 

God Bless, 

Walter H. (Tom) Carrol 

Faithful Navigator 

Fr. John P. Washington Assembly 2184 

Yorktown, Virginia 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org


 thought long on how to 

introduce new candidates to 

the Fourth Degree and our 

Assembly. I had such catchy ideas 

as “Why I joined the Fourth 

Degree” or “What the Fourth 

Degree Means to Me.” Either way 

it came off as that first school 

assignment after summer vacation 

with “What I did on My Summer 

Vacation.” 

We hear 

many 

reasons to 

join the 

Fourth 

Degree, 

just look 

at any of 

our 

recruiting materials. What the 

Fourth Degree means to each of us 

is varied, compelling and 

inspirational. Regardless of the 

recent comments and criticisms 

surrounding the introduction of 

the new Uniform, the Fourth 

Degree means more than what we 

wear. You’ve heard all the 

arguments of its what we do, not 

what we wear; its how we act, not 

how we 

look; and 

it’s what is 

in our 

hearts, not 

what’s on 

our backs. 

All of this, 

the many 

varied reasons each of you hold 

here, are real and true. But I 

propose that the essence of our 

Fourth degree can be summed in 

just two words: love; history. 

We often speak too freely of love. 

I love coffee ice cream, I love a 

rare steak, I love to sit on the 

beach, I just love anything you can 

imagine. 

But here, I speak of love of 

country. Not the bumper sticker 

type of “I Love America”, but a 

love built on that gut feeling of 

true love developed over time. 

This is the love we see in the long-

married husband and wife. A love 

more often demonstrated in little 

actions rather than oft spoken in 

flowery terms. 

2018 Past Faithful Navigator Dinner 

By SK Thomas A. Trudeau, FM, FDD, PGK, PFN 

I 



We often define Patriotism as an 

unbinding love of country. 

Patriotism, as defined in our 

installation ceremony, “is 

unselfish love of Country and is a 

virtue of the social order.” 

The use of the term “patriotism” 

dates from the middle of the 17th 

century when newspapers began 

adding “ism” to the term Patriot. 

Patriot comes from the French 

“Patriote” which 

comes from the 

Greek “Patrios, which 

means “of one’s 

father.” It also has 

origins in the Greek 

“Patris” which means 

“one’s fatherland.” 

I will be speaking of 

patriotism in its 

simplest form: love of 

one’s country. It is a 

very simple definition 

yet so 

complicated in 

its execution. 

Patriotism 

should never be 

confused with the term 

“nationalism,” which is the 

love of one’s nation over all 

other nations/states and not 

recognizing the love others 

may have for their nation. 

Nationalism came into use 

just prior to the 

19th century, 150 

years after the term 

patriotism. 

This distinction is crucial 

to our Order. The 

Knights are an 

international order. The 

Fourth Degree is 

represented by at least 

seven countries. 

Members from each of these 

countries love their own country. 

Each of us must be secure in our 

love of country to allow others to 

love their country with the same 

fervor. This does not diminish our 

love for country but strengthens 

it. 

In the great movie classic “Gunga 

Din” when the three sergeants 

(played by Cary Grant, Victor 

McLaughlin, Douglas Fairbanks Jr.) 

were trying to escape their 

captives in the thuggee temple; 

they tried to prevent the thuggee 

leader from jumping into the 

snake pit. 

At this, 

the leader 

turned to 

the three 

sergeants 

and, 

knowingly 

or not, 

lectured 

them on 

patriotism. He reminded them 

that they had come on their 

mission willing to die for their 

country. He asked, simply, that 

they allow him to die for his. 

Love, honor and mutual respect 

based on patriotism. The love of 

country is strong, long lasting, 

unwavering and is equally shared 

and felt in all countries, by all 

Patriots. 

Love of country is a grand concept, 

simple yet elegant. 



What actions do we take that 

reflects our love of country? We 

must come together for the 

common good. We must work for 

a just society, based on our 

Catholic teachings and principles. 

Love may be free, but its not 

cheap. Each of us must take on 

our share of the burdens. We 

must not accept the status quo 

but work for the betterment of all 

Americans. Love of country rules 

out 

hating the government and 

governing system. Work to 

improve the system, not destroy 

it. 

We must embrace the “we” in “we 

the people”. Do not pander to the 

divisiveness so prevalent today. 

Love our strength, embrace the 

chaos. Diversity 

may be the hardest 

thing for a society 

to live with and 

perhaps the most 

dangerous thing 

for society to live 

without. 

How do we love 

our country? 

Do we vote? Do we work to make 

it and our citizens 

better? Do we 

volunteer when 

the need arises? 

Are we there for 

our fellow citizens 

in times of need? 

Do we open our 

doors and hearts 

to others yearning 

to better 

themselves 

here? Do we 

educate our 

youth? 

Do we 

pass on 

our 

values? 

De we 

lead by example? Do we 

teach them the National 

Anthem and Pledge? Do we 

explain how they developed 

and why they have meaning? 

Do we pass on the legends, 

myths and heroes of our 

history? 

True patriotism, like the 

established marriage, allows as to 

be critical as well as 

complimentary. We can both 

praise the good, yet still condemn 

the wrongs. Love accepts the 

problems and the 

disappointments along with the 

successes and joys. 

Adlaie Stevenson stated that, 

“Patriotism is not short, frenzied 

outburst of emotion, but the 

tranquil and strong dedication of a 

lifetime.” Sounds like that long 

marriage. 



My second word for the 4th 

Degree is history. More 

specifically, the role of Catholics 

and Catholicism in the 

development of our country and 

society. Of course, we can start at 

the beginning with Christopher 

Columbus, the great navigator, 

and his early exploration and 

discovery. 

From this point forward, Catholics 

and Catholic principles have been 

integral to our country’s 

development and success. Many 

of our cities, rivers, states and 

other features bear Catholic 

names thanks to the 

many Catholic 

missionaries and 

explorers who help 

open the continent 

to development. 

During the 

revolution, Charles 

Carroll, of Carrollton, 

pledged his fortune 

to assist the 

revolution, proud to 

the end that he 

practiced the duties 

of his Catholic religion. Many 

Catholic generals, admirals and 

regular service 

members were 

Catholic. In fact, in all 

wars that our country 

has fought, Catholics 

have enlisted in the 

service in far higher 

percentages 

that 

represented in 

the 

population. 

When the 

nation has 

called, 

Catholics have always 

stepped up. 

But more than just in 

time of war, Catholics 

have played important 

roles in government, 

the arts, inventors and 

reformers. 

When a 

need 

arises, 

Catholics 

have 

always 

responded. America could not 

have the great success she has 

today without Catholics. We have 

always displayed a respect for 

authority and unfailing loyalty and 

self-sacrifice of genuine 

patriotism. 

What is past, is prologue. For 

America to continue to succeed, 

we must pledge our continued 

support and imbue our children 

with our Catholic values and to 

practice them in the public square 

to ensure democracy’s continued 

development in our country. 
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Hampton VA Medical 

Center 

Veterans Day Ceremony 

 

On Thursday, 8 November 2018, the Fr. 

Washington Color Corps presented and 

posted the Colors at the annual Veterans 

Day Ceremonies held at the Hampton 

Veterans Administration Medical Center.  

This year’s event was held outdoors on the 

lawn of the medical center overlooking the 

Chesapeake.  Participating members 

included Senior Guard, SK Deacon Sandy 

Mattson;  United States Flag Bearer, SK 

Randy Vis; Commander, SK Terry Fairman; 

Virginia State Flag Bearer, SK Nate Wharton; 

and Junior Guard and Faithful Navigator, SK 

Tom Carroll.  All the staff at the VA sincerely 

appreciated the Knights presence and 

participation in their ceremony. 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org


 

 

Worthies, 

 

New information on ordering the new 4th degree 

uniform. 

 

The Fourth Degree Uniform website is officially 

live and functional and ready to accept orders! It 

can be found at  www.kofcuniform.com. 

 

There is also a slider on Knightsgear.com that 

will lead you to the website to place an order. 

This will also allow you to order your colored 

patch for your beret.  

 

Steve 

Stephen Paul Raschke Sr., PSD 

Master, Virginia District 

http://www.kofcuniform.com
Knightsgear.com
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our members of the Fr. Washington 

Assembly Color Corps on Saturday, 27 

October, participated in various roles at the 

4th Degree Exemplification in Herndon, VA.  

Commander, SK Terry Fairman, and GK, SK Randy 

Vis, participated as members of the District Color 

Corps Team to present and post the Colors at both 

the Exemplification and the Banquet.  Commander 

Fairman carried the National Colors, and GK Vis 

carried the KofC Colors.  Worthy FN, Tom Carroll, 

served as an escort for the Exemplification.  Worthy 

Former Master, 

SK Tom Trudeau 

was recognized 

as the Honoree 

for the 

Exemplification. 

Patriotic Degree Exemplification 

F 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org
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r. Washington Assembly’s Color Corps participated presenting and posting the Colors at the annual Veterans 

Day Brunch, Sunday, 11 November 2018, held at St. Therese Catholic Church in Gloucester.  This annual event 

is sponsored by the Fr. McCarthy Council 9428 to honor veterans in their parish.  Five Color Corps members 

participated to include:  SK Deacon Sandy Mattson, Senior Guard, who led us out sporting his US Coast Guard dress 

uniform; SK Roland Theriault, US Flag Bearer; SK Terry Fairman, Commander; SK Randy Vis, Virginia State Flag Bearer; 

and FN SK Tom Carroll, Junior Guard.  Our presentation of the Colors was well received by those in attendance, 

including SK Bill Garber and District Deputy, SK Joe Cronin. 

2018 Veteran’s Day Brunch 

F 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org


The Real First 

Thanksgiving  

Forget everything you’ve ever heard about 

the pilgrims, the Mayflower, and the friendly 

Indians. 

BY ADAM MILLER 
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 he event of the first 

Thanksgiving in this land is 

not that which was 

celebrated by the Pilgrims 

in 1621, as the vast majority of Americans 

have been taught. The first Thanksgiving 

to the one true God was celebrated eighty 

years before the Pilgrims’ feast. It 

occurred during the expedition of the 

Catholic conquistador Francisco Vazquez 

de Coronado. 

Beginning in 1539, Francisco Coronado 

organized a large expedition from Mexico, 

which included five Franciscan 

missionaries. He brought with him 336 

soldiers and settlers, 100 native Mexican 

Christians, 552 horses, 600 mules, 5000 

sheep, and 500 cows, pigs, and goats. 

(This marked the introduction of these 

animals into the southwestern United 

States.) The expedition arrived in what is 

now Arizona and found Indian pueblos. 

After establishing a base in Arizona, 

Coronado headed east to establish a base-

mission near present-day Albuquerque, 

New Mexico. When they crossed the river 

which is now called the Rio Grande, they 

named it Rio de Nuestra Señora (the River 

of Our Lady). This is its original name as it 

appeared on 

the first maps 

of the region. 

Though no 

“cities of gold” 

were found, 

Coronado continued to send out 

expeditions — and missionaries with 

them. That there were missionaries on 

every expedition should tell us that the 

search for supposed “golden cities” was 

not the primary reason for Coronado’s 

ventures. (The gold was needed to fund 

expeditions and was not sought for 

personal gain.) Spreading 

the one true Faith among 

the pagan native Indians 

was of primary importance. 

In April of 1541, Coronado, 

with a group of soldiers and 

some missionaries, left 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

headed northeast, and 

crossed a section of what is 

now northwest Texas (the 

Panhandle). In 

encountering some of the 

local Indians, the 

missionaries found that the 

natives were immediately 

open to receiving the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. After 

a few weeks of instruction, 

members of the Jumano 

Indian tribe converted and 

received Baptism. The 

expedition then arrived in Palo Duro 

Canyon where, on May 29, Father Juan 

Padilla, O.F.M., offered the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass. (Father Padilla would 

eventually become the very first martyr of 

the Faith in America when he was killed in 

1542, in what is now Kansas.) A 

Thanksgiving 

feast 

followed the 

Mass. It 

consisted of 

game that 

had earlier 

been caught. The feast was celebrated in 

thanksgiving to God for His many blessings 

and for the recent converts. This event is 

the first actual Thanksgiving Day 

celebrated in the future United States. 

There was another Thanksgiving 

celebration which occurred years before 

the Pilgrims landed. In 1598, Catholic 

explorer Juan de Oñate led an expedition 

from Mexico City into New Mexico. The 

expedition included over 200 soldiers and 

colonists, the soldiers being headed by 

Captain Gaspar Perez de Villagra. Many 

had their families with them. A number of 

Christian Indian converts with their 

families from Mexico were also in the 

party. With the group were several 

thousand head of livestock, including 

cows, horses, mules, sheep, goats, and 

pigs. Eighty-three wagons carried 

provisions, ammunition, tools, plants, and 

seeds for wheat, oats, rye, onions, chili, 

peas, beans, and different nuts. 

On the expedition were eight Franciscan 

friars: two priests and six brothers. The 

party experienced many hardships. Soon 

after entering New Mexico, just across the 

Rio de Nuestra Señora, they were attacked 

by hostile Indians near present-day El 

Spreading the one true 
Faith among the pagan 
native Indians was of 
primary importance. 

T 

Father Juan Padilla and the First Thanksgiving (New Mexican Preservation League)

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org
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Paso, Texas. A number of wagons and 

numerous head of livestock were lost, but 

no members of the expedition were killed. 

The same was not true for the attacking 

Indians, a number of whom died. 

Moving a little farther up along the river, 

Juan de Oñate and the Franciscans 

erected a large cross, and Oñate took 

possession of the land. He declared: “I 

want to take 

possession of 

this land today, 

April 30, 1598, 

in honor of Our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ, on this 

day of the 

Ascension of 

Our Lord.” 

Immediately afterward a High Mass was 

offered in thanksgiving. 

Then the entire group 

gathered for a banquet of 

thanksgiving to God for 

protecting them and for 

allowing them to arrive at 

the place after so many 

hardships along the way. 

The festive meal consisted 

of fish, game, fruits, and 

vegetables. After this 

Thanksgiving banquet, the 

expedition headed further 

up along the river and by 

June had established the 

mission-town of San Juan 

(still populated to this day). 

Though there was a 

Thanksgiving Feast 

celebrated in 1541, as we 

earlier saw, it was never 

commemorated afterward. 

In contrast, for some years after the 

Thanksgiving Feast of 1598, a feast was 

celebrated by the Spanish and the 

Christian Indians of New Mexico in thanks 

to the true God for bringing them through 

many hardships and for His blessings. 

Today this Thanksgiving Feast is 

commemorated in San Juan on the 

thirtieth day of April every year.  

It is only now that we can turn to the story 

of the Pilgrims and their Thanksgiving. 

After a long and harsh winter, the Pilgrims 

received help from the Wampanoag 

Indians in planting crops during the spring 

of 1621. They worked hard and in autumn 

had a very good harvest. In November of 

1621 they invited the local Indians, who 

were still pagan and worshipped false 

gods, to feast with them and give thanks 

to God for the blessings of a successful 

harvest. The Catholic student of history 

should recognize that it is impossible to 

give thanks to the same God, let alone the 

true God, when those involved believe in 

different gods. But this apparently didn’t 

bother anyone. The event was not 

celebrated yearly by the Pilgrims, as many 

think, nor by anyone in the original 

thirteen colonies for years. Though 

George Washington called for a day of 

Thanksgiving while he was President, it 

was not celebrated as a yearly holiday 

feast until Abraham Lincoln established 

Thanksgiving Day as a holiday in 

November. 

So now we know that the Pilgrims did not 

celebrate the first Thanksgiving in 

America. The first Thanksgiving feast was 

celebrated back in 1598, in New Mexico, 

by Spanish-Catholic colonists and Indian 

converts to the Faith. They thanked the 

true God for bringing them safely through 

many troubles and dangers and for the 

fact that the seed of the Gospel of Christ 

was beginning to take root. Because of the 

often anti-Spanish and 

anti-Catholic prejudice 

of English-speaking 

Protestants, 

generations of 

Americans have never 

learned this fact of our 

history. 

(Taken from the Discovering a Lost 

Heritage: The Catholic Origins of America 

by Adam Miller, Marian Publications, Inc.) 

The Catholic student of history should 
recognize that it is impossible to give 
thanks to the same God, let alone the 

true God, when those involved believe in 
different gods.  

Father Juan Padilla and the First Thanksgiving (New Mexican Preservation League) 
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Awards & Decorations   

Assembly   

Sir Knight of The Month 
November 

Sir Knight Frank Nowak 

for  

Continuing to support Assembly events while struggling to deal 

with difficult personal health and family problems. SK Nowak is 

an outstanding example of a truly dedicated individual and 

Knight. His actions reflect great credit upon himself, Fr. John P. 

Washington Assembly 2184 and The Knights of Columbus.  

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org
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Sir Knight of The Month 
December 

Sir Knight Robert Garcia 
for 

Exceptional service as the Assembly Comptroller. SK Garcia has 

had to assist his mother by flying back and forth to Texas and 

assisting his mother in law in North Carolina in the wake of 

hurricane Florence, a challenge while learning his new Assembly 

position. SK Garcia was up to all these challenges reflecting 

great credit upon himself, Fr. John P. Washington Assembly 

2184 and The Knights of Columbus. 

Family of The Quarter 
October - December 

Sir Knight Terry & Lynda Fairman 
SK Terry and Lynda Fairman have been very busy with many 

functions. SK Terry has been the Color Corps Commander for 

many events such as posting colors at the VA Hospital and the 

Veterans Brunch at St. Therese. He also participated with the 

District Color Corps at the Exemplification. In October he was 

the Color Corps Commander at the State meeting and the West 

Point Parade on the same day.  

Lynda is a key member of the Ladies Auxiliary overseeing many 

decorating projects for scheduled events, an invaluable asset for 

the decoration of St. Joan of Arc worship space. 

SK Terry and Lynda continuously provide support for the Knights 

and the Church. 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org
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Event Calendar 

November 1, 2018 

All Saints’ Day 

November 2, 2018 

All Souls’ Day 

November 11, 2018 

Veterans Day 

November 21, 2018 

Assembly Business Meeting 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 

November 22, 2018 

Thanksgiving Day 

December 2, 2018 

1st Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2018 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception 

December 19, 2018 

Assembly Business Meeting 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 

December 25, 2018 

Christmas Day 

December 27, 2018 

VA Birthday Party 

Hampton VA Medical Center 

January 1, 2019 

New Year’s Day 

January 16, 2019 

Assembly Business Meeting 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 

January 21, 2019 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

January 24, 2019 

VA Birthday Party 

Hampton VA Medical Center 

 

 

 

Fr. James Lee Rizer #6828 
Williamsburg, VA 

 
Yorktown #7469 

Yorktown, VA 
 

Fr. Edmond P. McCarthy 
#9428 

Gloucester, VA 
 

William & Mary College 
#11501 

Williamsburg, VA 
 

St. Olaf #12589 
Norge, VA 
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Prayer Requests 
SK Frank Nowak Sr and Dixie Nowak 

SK Bill Betts and Mary Betts 
SK Al Jury 

SK Bob Garcia and his family 
Lorraine Ellis 

Linda O’Dell 

Mrs. Hinger 

Randy Vis 

Joan Progar 

Frank Komornik 

http://www.kofcassembly2184.org



