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The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut with 27 

members present. The meeting was held at St. Malachy Church. There was a call for the sick 

and names given. Sir Knight Rick Rader led the Assembly in the recitation of the Most Holy 

Rosary of Our Lady of Perpetual Help offered for our sick brothers. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. The roll was called and the officers not present were Faithful Friar Rev. Father Dennis 

O’Keeffe, Faithful Captain Mike Jakubisin, Faithful Commander Bob Crook, and Faithful Outer 

Sentinel Rafael Seneriz. 

Friar Report: No report. 

Minutes: The minutes from the previous Assembly meeting of April 20, 2017 were approved as 

written. 

Communication or Bills: Three bills were read and approved. 

 The Celtic Cross Catholic Gift Shop – cards for seminarians and Father, $7.40 

 Dinner, $117.55 

 Dick Williams for VA items, $240.62 

Comptroller: Faithful Comptroller Dick Hovermale reported that the Assembly was in good 

financial standing with all membership dues paid. We have 89 members now. 

Purser: Faithful Purser Tony Kaufmann reported the following: 

 April 2017  
Beginning Check Book Balance: $10,538.98  
Total Deposits:  1,310.00  
Total Disbursements: 1,353.78  
New Check Book Balance:  10,495.20  
Total Restricted Funds: 7,063.37  
Total Unrestricted Funds:  3,431.83  
Chalice Fund Balance:  1,836.06  
Flag Program Fund Balance:  261.60  
Regalia Fund Balance:  210.00  
VA Program Fund Balance:  4,755.71  
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Committee Reports: 

Navigator: 

 Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut said he was pleased to have the Assembly meeting here 

at St. Malachy. Tom related that he used to be a member of St. Malachy parish for 24 years 

and he was glad to be back. Tom said he hopes the ranks of St. Malachy’s 4th degree 

members will grow and that eventually St. Malachy would have their own Assembly. 

 Tom reported that Deacon Michael Bower will be the first priest ordained from St. 

Alphonsus. The Assembly will be giving him a Mass travel kit as a gift. The cost of the kit is 

$450 and we are accepting free will contributions for the gift. $265 has been collected so 

far. 

 We are also giving Fr. O’Keeffe a statue of Fr. Michael McGivney for his 60th birthday and 

ordination anniversary. 

 The Assembly has made application for the following annual state awards: 

o Star Award – various qualifications, met all requirements 

o Civic Award – 4 events/activities submitted 

o Patriot Award – for single activity with a patriotic theme, we have submitted our VA 

volunteer activities with 1,800 volunteer hours last year, led by SK Tom Schemmel, 

named VA rep for the Knights of Columbus. The Assembly applauded Tom. 

Commander: 

 In Faithful Commander Bob Crook’s absence, FN Tom reported the following next Honor 

Guard marches. You will receive notifications for all. 

o St. Alphonsus Confirmation Mass, Wednesday 5/31 5:30 p.m. 

o Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana Ordination Mass, Saturday 6/3 

o Fr. Michael Bower’s first Mass, Sunday 6/4 5:00 p.m. 

 9 SKs of the Honor Guard marched for the St. Alphonsus First Holy Communion Mass on 

Saturday, 4/29. 

 13 SKs marched in the Honor Guard for the Holy Thursday Mass at St. Malachy and stood 

guard for Eucharistic Adoration after Mass. 

 The Patriotic Rosary will be recited at St. Malachy after the noon Mass at 1:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, 5/21. It is a very impressive service. Be there by 12:45 p.m. 

Captain: No report. 
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Membership: 

 FN Tom reported that the next 4th degree exemplification will be in Ft. Wayne and it is 

rumored to be on Saturday, October 14th. The date has not been finalized. 

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council will be having a polo match on Friday evening, June 30th. 

The proceeds will benefit the Assembly’s Veterans Fund. The cost is $20 per car load. Come 

out for the food and fun. 

Chalice Program: No report. 

Flag Program: 

 SK Dennis Matusiak reported that the flag program was presented early this morning, May 

11th at Zionsville High School for the Zionsville Rotary Club. We had 5 SKs there. It was very 

nice and well accepted. 

 The next flag program will be here at St. Malachy at the Council’s social meeting on 

Monday, May 15th. Mass is at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

 We might have another flag program being scheduled. We are checking with SK Rafael 

Seneriz. 

Patriotism/VA Hospital & Military Family: 

 SK Tom Schemmel reported that the VA had an orientation on Tuesday. SK Rick Rader, 

Grand Knight of St. Malachy council, attended the orientation and shared his thoughts. He 

said it’s a great program and he’s excited to be part of it. He said it’s a very simple and easy 

process. It’s a massive campus and everyone was very kind and thanked him. He said there 

is something for everyone and he thanked Tom Schemmel for taking him down there. 

 Tom asked others if they want to volunteer. They have flexible hours and different jobs. It’s 

a chance to give back to those who served. The people at the VA love the volunteers, 

especially the Knights of Columbus, because we show up. 

 The next date for orientation is 6/13. But if we get 2-4 guys, we don’t have to wait for 

orientation. They are going to allow us to do this. There is program information on the 

tables. 

 Tom Schemmel will meet with you for orientation and meet you down at the VA or at the 

Vet House on Cold Spring Road. 

 Another VA operation has been opened up at Ft. Harrison. We are going to direct Councils 

and Assemblies and others on the northeast side of town toward Ft. Harrison. 
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 The goal is to get more and more volunteers.  

 Tom S. works in the palliative care area and he really gets so much out of it – “Serving Those 

Who Served”.  

 SK Dick Williams reported on VA donations that he asked the VA what clothing they needed. 

They need sweat pants, briefs, t-shirts, etc. Dick said you can find places to buy clothes 

cheap. He bought 57 items of clothing for $240. Hanes online has reduced prices and sale 

items. Dick will take the clothing items down to the VA this week. 

 SK Dick Hovermale reported on the Vet House. It has 45 rooms for vets, spouses and guests. 

We try to have a dinner for them every 3-5 months. The next one will probably be in late 

June. It takes about 3 hours to do. Ladies are invited. We will probably grill out. It’s a great 

time to interact with the vets and the guests. We usually feed about 20-30 people and it’s 

been a very good time. 

 Volunteer hours are reported to Supreme for Council or Assembly plus hours for travel. 

 For the VA drivers program, our Assembly currently has 3 drivers. There are 55,000 vets in 

Marion County and a total of only 12 drivers. We work on Tuesdays from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m. We go to the hospital and are issued a Ford Escape and pick up our schedule for the 

day. We then pick vets up and take them to the hospital and then we take them home. It is 

a very rewarding job and the vets appreciate it. Drivers are very much needed. They don’t 

have enough drivers. For Boone County, they don’t have a drivers program, but we got the 

green light to bring a vehicle to Zionsville and start a program in June. The Zionsville Fire 

Department Chief has agreed to house the vehicle. The Mayor of Zionsville is excited to 

support the program. We will start 2 days per week with our 3 drivers. We need to start 

recruiting drivers. Hendricks County could also get a Volunteer Transportation Network 

(VTN). 

 There were 79 volunteer hours for April and 14 travel hours. There are hours still not 

reported. There have been approximately 750 – 800 volunteer hours so far in 2017. 

 You get a meal ticket for 4 hours of volunteering and there are other perks. You get a VA 

discount rate, that in one case saved $60. 

Social: 

 Faithful Pilot Mike Weber reported that we had the second annual Spring Social at Ulen 

Country Club on April 26th. 32 people were in attendance. We were hoping for more, but we 

had a wonderful time. It was also a good time to be with our ladies. Chris Jackson, a 12 year 

veteran in the Special Forces with 5 tours of duty was our speaker. His job was to diffuse 

bombs. He and his family live in Zionsville. He talked about his work with the Healing 
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Waters Project, which is fly fishing therapy for veterans. His story was very moving and 

impressive. 

 The next social will be on Sunday, June 11th at noon at Hoosier Village. It will be a casual get 

together where we can hopefully enjoy the weather. 

Memorial Mass: SK Tony Kaufmann reported that the Memorial Mass will be on Saturday, Nov. 

4th at 5:30 p.m. We will also have Corporate Communion and the Honor Guard. 

Communications: SK Tony Kaufmann reported that just today the new 4th degree members’ 

information was downloaded from Supreme to the roster on the website. You will need your 

member number and date of birth to access the information on the website. The URL for the 

website is kofcassembly3551.org. Membership cards for new members are in the mail.  

Vocations: 

 SK Nick Herran reported the following upcoming birthdays for priests: 

o Father O’Keeffe, May 19th and we will be giving him a statue of Fr. McGivney 

o We are passing around birthday and ordination cards for members to sign. 

o We are also collecting more donations for the Mass travel kit that we are giving 

Deacon Michael Bower for his Ordination. 

o Father Matthew Arbuckle, June birthday 

 June 3rd will be the Ordination of Deacon Michael Bower in Lafayette. His first Mass will be 

at St. Alphonsus on Sunday, June 4th at 5:00 p.m. 

Reading of Applications: 

 There were no applications to read. 

Old Business: 

 The third reading of the slate of nominated officers for 2017-2018 was read. Any other 

nominations were asked for 3 times. It was approved to close the nominations. The vote 

was held and the nominated officers were approved. 

New Business: None 

Trustee Report: None 
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Announcements: 

 There will be a Tootsie Roll drive by the St. Malachy council and sign-ups are needed. 

 Faithful Pilot Mike Weber announced that the summer social will be before our next 

Assembly meeting. He will email the information to members.  

Good of the Order: SK Rick Rader reported that brothers from St. Malachy were involved with 

the Race for Vocations at Bishop Brute and that they welcome brothers from St. Alphonsus to 

also participate next year. 

50/50 Drawing:  The total pot for the 50/50 drawing was $123 and the drawing was won by SK 

Brent Stutzman, who donated his winnings to the Mass kit gift fund for Deacon Michael Bower. 

Closing Ceremonies: Following the closing ceremony, Faithful Navigator Tom Weintraut 

adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. The next meeting is June 15, 2017 and will be held in the 

Parish Hall at St. Alphonsus. 


