
 

 
 

FATHER JOHN P. WASHINGTON ASSEMBLY #2184 
NEWSLETTER  - November, 2016 

 
 
Faithful Sir Knights, 
 

October and early November were busy and productive. 
The Worthy District Marshal, SK Rosario Chechile, held an area wide Color Corps Training session on 

Saturday, 8 Oct 2016, at the Columbian Center, Newport News.  Approximately 30 Sir Knights from 
Assemblies around the area attended.  Representing Fr. Washington Assembly were SK's Frank Nowak, ADM; 
Terry Fairman, Commander; Frank Komornik; Roland Theriault; Sandy Mattson, Deacon;  Larry Espiritu; 
Jimmy Trentham; and Tom Carroll. 

On October 19th we held our monthly meeting at St. Joan of Arc Church.  The notes are posted to the 
UKnight website. 

On October 20th we held a Chalice Ceremony for SK Paul Fitzpatrick.  Paul was a member of Fr. 
McCarthy Council 9428, St. Therese Parish, Gloucester, VA, and the ceremony was held at St. Therese Church 
in the Social Hall.  A Rosary was said in the chapel prior to the Chalice Ceremony.  Sir Knights of the Color 
Corps participated in various roles:  Distinguished guests included District Deputy, SK Bill Garber, and Past 
State Deputy, SK Steve Raschke.  Also in attendance was a good contingent of Sir Knights from the Fr. 
McCarthy Council.  Paul's widow, Edwina, expressed her sincere thanks to the Knights for honoring Paul in this 
very special way, and stated the ceremony was beautiful.  The Chalice bearing SK Paul Fitzpatrick's name will 
be delivered to current Seminarian, Mark Kowalski, upon his ordination in late May or early June 2017.  
Everyone enjoyed the refreshments afterwards which were provided by our brothers from the Fr. McCarthy 
Council. 

On October 28th the assembly held a spaghetti dinner for a large contingent of veterans from the Hampton 
VA.  The vets had a great time and enjoyed the excellent food cooked by SKs Jerry Ladnier and Bill Garber. 

On October 29th we held our latest Past Faithful Navigators’ dinner.  There were 8 PFNs in attendance not 
including the immediate PFN being honored, Larry Espiritu.  The District Master SK Tom Trudeau and the 
District Associate Marshal Frank Nowak and their ladies were also in attendance.  An interesting side note to the 
dinner was the presence of almost all of the Color Corps colors.  

The big event for the Fall was the Fourth Degree Exemplification, held in the Koger Center in Richmond, 
VA.  Please welcome to the assembly the following Sir Knights: 
	  
Sir	  Knight/council	  
Peter	  J.	  Andrews	   6828	  
Garth	  H.	  Hallenbeck	   7469	  
Richard	  M.	  Hanas	   9428	  
Rev.	  Herman	  Katongole	   6828	  
Salvatore	  J.	  Inga	   8116	  
Zachary	  A.	  Favret	   6828	  
Rev.	  Alexander	  Muddu	   6828	  



Wiliam	  E.	  Betts	   7469	  
John	  Bryant	  III	   7469	  
Jonathan	  M.	  Benally	   7469	  
James	  T.	  Hubbard	   6828	  

  

 
November 2016 Exemplification class.   From left to right, FN Steve Benson, Jonathan 

Benally, Rev. Alexander Muddu, Rev. Herman Katongole, James Hubbard, Salvatore Inga, Peter 
Andrews, William Betts, John Bryant III, and Garth Hallenbeck.  Richard Hanas and Zachary 
Favret are not present (it was very hard tracking down all eleven and getting them to stay in one 
place). 

 
At the banquet that evening we discovered that the Fr. John P. Washington Assembly had been awarded 

the Assembly of the Year award for the 2015-2016 fraternal year.  Congratulatons are due to PFN Larry Espiritu 
and to all the other Sir Knights who made this possible. 

The day after the exemplification (November 6th ) there was an annual brunch for veterans at St. Therese 
church.  The Fr. Washington Color Corps was again invited to present and post the Colors at the annual Veterans 
Brunch, hosted by the Fr. McCarthy Council 9428 at St. Therese Church, Gloucester.  The following Sir Knights 
served as members of this Color Guard detail: Commander and Senior Guard, SK Terry Fairman; National Colors 
SK Roland Theriault; Papal Flag, SK Frank Komornick; POW/MIA Flag, SK Louie Valcourt; State Flag, SK Jim 
Novotny; KofC Flag, SK Dana Nichols; and Junior Guard, SK Randy Vis.  SK Larry Espiritu gave the 
presentation on the Missing Man Table.  District Deputy, SK Bill Garber, was also in attendance. As always, the 
Knights participation in the opening ceremonies were greatly appreciated by all in attendance, and we enjoyed the 
"mess hall" chow. 

Fr. John P. Washington, Assembly 2184 welcomes and encourages all members to get involved with our 
Veterans and Color Corps Team or volunteer for Bingo. 

 If you are interested in helping with the Veterans Program contact Tom Carroll at (757) 969-1555, e-mail: 
tbc0667@verizon.net.  

If you are interested in joining the Color Corps, you can contact our Faithful Commander Terry Fairman at 
(757) 344-2768. E-mail: tmfairman@icloud.com.  



If you would like to volunteer to help with Bingo contact Bob Garcia, PFN. (Bingo is only a few hours one 
Sunday every other month.) Our next date is December 4th, 2016. 

Hope to see all of you at the meeting and other events this month. 
 

Public Service Announcement: 
 

WARNING: A recent survey indicates that most adults get most of their news on Facebook.  This has 
resulted in the growth of a cottage industry in fake news sites.  The way these sites make money is to put out 
fairly outrageous articles that might even contain a grain of truth but are generally completely bogus.  People 
who go to their site are then counted towards their ad revenue.  The more outrageous the stories, the more clicks 
they get.  They often have names that mimic legitimate new sites, e.g. ChristianTimesNewspaper (fake) vs. 
ChristianTimes (legitimate).  When you forward these stories on to friends you support these fraudsters.  There 
are now over 100 fake new sites around the internet. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT? Find a news site you are comfortable with (e.g. The Washingon Post, 
the Wall Street Journal, or the Christian Science Monitor) and use that for your news.  If you see a news story 
from any other site you can see if it is on your preferred site too.  The other resource is www.snopes.com.  This 
wonderful site checks news stories to see if they are legit.  Just copy and past the headline into their search field.  
If they don’t have it you can ask them to check it out.  Some examples just from today: 
1. Russian President Vladimir Putin issued an arrest warrant for George Soros. FALSE 
2. A photograph shows Lady Gaga being placed in a squad car after she tweeted a negative comment about 

Melania Trump. FALSE 
3. A photograph shows former president Bill Clinton sitting naked on a hotel bed. FALSE 
4. A video depicts angry Muslims in Western mall tearing down a Christmas tree because it offended them. 

FALSE 
5. A local official in Clay, West Virginia was removed from her position as director of the Clay County 

Development Corporation after posting a Facebook message referring to First Lady Michelle Obama as 
an "ape in heels," WSAZ 3 News is reporting. TRUE 

6. Donald Trump was born 'Dawood Ibrahim Khan' in Pakistan. FALSE 
 
So if you get a post on Facebook, please check it out before reposting or forwarding it via email.  I can usually 
figure out if a story is fake in a couple minutes but it adds up.  And continue to enjoy all the great things that 
Facebook does offer, like pictures of cute dogs, photos of grandchildren, videos from your friends on vacation, 
and inspirational stories.  Facebook can be a force for gossip or evangelization.  You get to choose which one 
you strengthen. 
 
NOVEMBER  EVENTS: 

 
November 5th , 2016: Fourth Degree Exemplification, Koger Center, Richmond VA 
November 6th  , 2016: Veterans Brunch, St. Therese Church, Gloucester 9:30 a.m. 
November 10th , 2016: Veterans Day Presentation of the Colors, Hampton VA 11:00. 
November 16th  , 2016: Fourth degree meeting. St. Joan of Arc Church, 7:30. 
November 17th  , 2016: Veterans Birthday party, Hampton VA 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
Fraternally,	  
Steve Benson, FN 


