
 

 

Message for 6/5/16 - 10th Sunday in OT (C) 

 

Light And Salvation 

 

 The Lord is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear?   
Have you experienced a feeling of enlightenment or a feeling of 
having been rescued from danger or even a near-death experience?   
Today’s readings most certainly give us a sense of how that 

experience changed the lives of those who went through it.   In the 
first reading from the First Book of Kings (1 Kings 17:17-24), the 
widow from Zarephath of Sidon was enlightened by Elijah when he 
prayed to God to restore the life of her son and he was returned to 
life.   She felt for sure that she was blessed by a man from God; and 
continued to be blessed by God to feed herself, her son and Elijah 
during the extended drought in that country.   God provides for 
those who believe in him - there is nothing to fear. 

 

 The story in today’s Gospel from Luke (Lk 7:11-17) is very 

similar to the first reading from the First Book of Kings.   Again, it 
deals with the loss of an only son by a widow.   Jesus encounters 
her as the townspeople of Naim are escorting her as the body of her 
dead son is being carried out to be buried.   Jesus has compassion 
on her and brings the son back from the dead.   Can you imagine 
how that widow must have felt?   The whole town was seized with 
fear and amazement and word spread that God has visited his people.   
If God is with us, whom shall we fear?   All their lives were certainly 
affected by Jesus’ act of compassion. 

 

 

 The Apostle Paul’s conversion was another example of how God 

intervened in his life of persecuting Christians and made him a 
Christian to become the Apostle to the Gentiles.   As we hear in his 
Letter to the Galatians (Gal 1:11-19), Paul defends his authority and 
doctrine as being a direct revelation to him by God through Jesus’ 

intervention in his life, again, a man blessed by God, one who 



 

 

fearlessly proclaimed the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
If God is with us, whom shall we fear? 

 

 There are countless stories of how God has intervened in 
peoples’ lives down through the ages and how that experience 

changed them to become instruments of his peace.   The lives of the 
Saints are prime examples of Christ’s presence to his people in the 

world and how he gave them courage and fearlessness to proclaim 
his holy Word and be his presence in the world.   That is what we 
are all called to be and do - his presence in the world.   Jesus 
continues to call us each and every day: “Come follow me, and I will 

make you fishers of men!”   All it takes is to believe in the Real 

Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and to be fed by his Body and 
Blood so that we can become more and more like Christ and 
fearlessly go about being his presence in the world.   If Christ is 
within us, of whom shall we be afraid? 

 

 You probably have experienced in your lives how timid people 
are in proclaiming themselves to be Christ-like, how they are 
reluctant to pray together, how they neglect to honor all of God’s 

commandments, how they fail to support what they claim to believe 
in, how there is a lack of a loving community in their midst, and the 
list goes on.   Can you imagine what life would be like if we all 
began to answer God’s call to us to follow him and become fishers of 

men?   It certainly would be like a revolution - a fantastic change of 
lifestyle, a relative Garden of Eden, Heaven itself! 

 

 It truly is something to think about.   So, my friends, be not 
afraid to pay closer attention to what god is calling you to do and be 
- his presence in the world.   May God bless you all and may he 
keep calling you out of the darkness of your life into the brightness of 
his kingdom. 

 

 Fr.  Joe 


