
 

          
Keep Your Sword Bright for Liberty’s Defense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Faithful Navigator’s Notes 

 

Brother Sir Knights, 

 

One of the proofs for the expanding universe theory is the “arrow of time” hypothesis.  The idea is that if 

time/space wasn’t expanding then future people/machines/events would be leaking back into our reality; you 

might meet your great, great ,great, great grandchildren at the supermarket with a message for you. Barring that 

occurrence, time does seem to be moving quickly in one direction. 

 

How is it that a year has passed already since I was elected your Faithful Navigator? Here we are again 

approaching Flag Day (June 14th.) and the retirement of worn out U.S. Flags and the installation of our officers.  

It is more than a symbolic event, for the lifeblood of this Assembly is renewed in these ceremonies. So, on June 

14th. @ 4:30 we will sweat over burning barrels and eat hotdogs and hamburgers at the Camp Columbus Pavilion.   

I do not think that you will not meet your great ,great ,great, great grandchildren at the ceremonies, but a picture 

or two might survive for them to  see that in 2019 it was important for you and other like men to honor this 

republic and the men/women who sacrifice to keep it strong. 

 

Let’s get out there on Flag Day and exercise our right of assembly and demonstrate the virtue of Patriotism 

which is the cornerstone of the fourth degree. 

 

Vivat Jesus,  

FN Mike Meehan   

 

UPDATE ON SEMINARIAN MATTHEW DONAHUE 

 

Our adopted seminarian Matthew Donahue will continue his studies for the Priesthood at the Pontifical College 

of North America in Rome, Italy.  In the recent edition of the East Tennessee Catholic, Matthew was installed 

into the ministery of acolyte on Feburary 24, 2019.  Please keep Matthew in your prayers. The Assembly 

approved $500 support for this fraternal year. 
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Faithful Captain’s Report 

 

 

 

Brothers, this month we close out our fraternal year. As we look to a new year let us remember why we do what 

we do as Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus. As Fourth Degree, we know that our lives were paid for in Blood 

twice. As we all know the first time it was paid for at Cavalry. But as Americans it was paid again. Our lives were 

paid for at Lexington and Concord, Gettysburg and Chattanooga, Cantigny and Chateau-Thierry, Bastogne and 

Iwo Jima, Chosin and Heartbreak Ridge, the Jungles of Vietnam, the Deserts of Kuwait, From Iraq to Afghanistan. 

At each battlefield our freedom was paid for in blood by our brave men and women in the Armed Forces. As we 

go forth in this new fraternal year let us endeavor to honor their sacrifice and keep our swords bright for Liberty’s 

sake. Let us always love our flag and ever defend it. A nation such as ours is a gift from God, those in the preceding 

pictures knew this and let us never forget what this Degree represents. May God bless you and keep you. May 

God bless the United States of America. 

Vivat Jesus. 

 Jason McCulley 

 

Sir Knights with Regalia – If you can help with the Color Corp or Honor Guard for the Exemplification, 

contact Color Corp Commander Raleigh Cooper.  Raleigh’s contact information is at the top of Page 1 of this 

newsletter.  Here are the remaining dates to use the current regalia. 

 

DATE ACTIVITY CONTACT 

June 14, 2019 Flag Retirement at Camp Columbus Michael Meehan 

June 23, 2019 Corpus Christi at Basilica Raleigh Cooper 

June 27-29, 2019 Basilica activities Michael Meehan 

 

The 4th Degree NEW UNIFORM website is live and functional, and ready to accept orders! It can be found at 

www.kofcuniform.com. Any questions regarding uniform orders, exchanges, etc. please call 1-833-562-4327 or 

e-mail support@kofcuniform.com. There is also a slider on Knightsgear.com that will lead you to the website to 

place an order. This will also allow you to order your colored patch for your beret 

 

2019-2020 Assembly Officers 
The following Sir Knights were elected to office at the May Business meeting. 

 

Faithful Navigator – Michael Meehan  Faithful Friar – Rev. Bertin Glennon 

Faithful Captain – Jason McCulley   Faithful Pilot – Dwight Ash 

Faithful Purser – Raleigh Cooper   Faithful Scribe – Warren Yemm 

Faithful Comptroller – Mike Horten   Faithful Admiral – Bill Soffe 

Inner Sentinel – John Purvis    Outter Sentinel – Ed Klim 

Trustees – Marvin Gabalski (3), Deacon Tom Tidwell (2), Phil Daniel (1) 

 

Term of office begins on July 1, 2019 and Installation of Officers will be at Camp Columbus on June 14, 2019. 



 

Financials 

 

As of May 28, 2019, financial and membership status is: 

 
PURSER REPORT COMPTROLLER REPORT 

Patriotic Fund $157.09 Members in Arrears 15 

Religious Fund $987.50 Honorary Member 8 

4th Degree Fund $3,792.20 Honorary Life Members 25 

  Disabled Member 0 

   Sir Knights Paid to date 129 

Total $4,936.79 Total 177 

  

2019 Assembly Dues Final Notice Invoices have been mailed and ONLY 15 Sir Knight are in arrears.  Assembly 

dues are set at $12.00 per the By Laws.  We are asking each Sir Knight to consider a voluntary donation to our 

Religious Fund of $4.00 and our Patriotic Fund of $9.00.  The voluntary contributions are only set for 2019.  With 

postal rate increase it’s costly to send reminders.  Please pay dues as soon as possible. 

At the May Business Meeting the 2019-2020 Budget was passed.  A copy is posted at the website.  If you want a 

printed copy, contact Mike Horten 

CAUSE FOR SAINTHOOD FOR FATHER PATRICK RYAN 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has approved the Cause of Sainthood for Fr. Ryan.  The Vatican 

has approved the exhuming of Fr. Ryan from Mt. Olivet and interment at the Basilica 

Below is the new Prayer Card for Father Patrick Ryan with his designation as “Servant of God”. 

To make a contribution, make your check payable to Basilica of St. Peter and St. Paul.  Mark your check “Cause 

for Fr. Ryan”.  Mail your check to 148 East 8th Street, Chattanooga, TN 37402. 

 

Prayer for the Canonization of Servant of God Father Patrick Ryan 

 

Heavenly Father, You inspired Servant of God Father Patrick Ryan, namesake of this assembly, to be a model of 

charity in action. Grant, we beseech You, that his heroic charity during the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1878 be 

recognized by Your Church, and that he be elevated to the full honor of Sainthood. May we, too, be inspired by 

his example to that same measure of charity towards all our brothers and sisters in need. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever.  Amen 
 

HERE IS A THOUGHT! 
 

One day a small opening appeared on a cocoon.  As the butterfly struggled to bust through the tine hole, a man 

sat waiting to see the butterfly appear.  As a show of compassion, he took a pair of scissors and snipped off the 

remaining bit of the cocoon.  The butterfly then emerged easily—but it had a swollen body and small, shriveled 

wings.  The man continued to watch the butterfly expecting, at any moment, the wings would enlarge and expand.  

Neither happened.  The butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and shriveled 

wings.  What the man did not understand is that the restrictive cocoon and the struggle required of the butterfly 

are nature’s way of forcing fluid from its body into the wings.  That way, it would be ready for flights once it 



 

achieved freedom from the cocoon.  Somethings struggles are exactly what we need in our lives.  If we went 

through our days without any obstacles, it would cripple us—we would not be as strong as what we could have 

been.  And, we could never fly!  Author unknown.  Excerpt from Knight to Christ. 
 

MARK THE DATE 
 

June 14, 2019 – Flag Day.  Assembly will retire worn, torn flags.  Our social will be a family picnic and 

installation of 2019-2020 Officers.  All activities will be held at Camp Columbus off of Hixson Pike. 
 

July 4, 2019 – Independence Day – Fly your flag! 
 

July 18, 2019 - Business Meeting at Council 610 on Sylvan Road 

 

ATTENTION VETERANS 
 

The Chattanooga Area Veterans Council publishes a monthly newsletter.  Our Assembly is an Associate 

Member and we recieve a copy.  If you would like an "electronic copy) please email Mike Horten at 

horten@catt.com.  

 

ASSEMBLY WEBSITE – www..uknights.com.  Click on Assembly, insert 1084 in assembly block.  This will 

take you to the Assembly Website.  Save the address in your „favorites“ .  The log in is your membership number and 

password is your date of birth. 

 

2018-2019 Assembly Officers 

 

DIRECTORS 

Seniors – Bill Deml   Social – Jason McCulley   Church – Vacant 

Patriotic – Marv Gabalski  Community – Vacant               Benevolent – Vacant 

 

If you want to serve, contact FN Mike Meehan 

 
Faithful Friar 

Fr. Bertin Glennon 

glennonstbr@outlook.com 

Faithful Captain 

Jason McCulley 

(423) 582-7062 

mcculley.groundskeeping@gmail.com 

 

Faithful Pilot 

Dwight Ash 

(423) 314-5156 

dwightash@att.net 

Faithful Scribe 

Sonny Yemm 

(423)505-6146 

wjyemm@comcast.net 

 

Faithful Purser 

Raleigh Cooper 

423) 580-6829 

rcooperiii@juno.com 

 

Asst. Comptroller 

Eric J. Pelton 

(323) 622-3156 

eric@ejpelton.com 

Inner Sentinel 

Ed Klim 

(423) 842-1140 

ursulaklim@comcast.net 

Outer Sentinel 

John Purvis 

(601) 832-9087 

Mavrickpurvis1@gmail.com 

Trustee 1 Year 

Phillip L. Daniel 

(423) 316-2159 

phildaniel@aol.com 

Trustee 2 Year 

Deacon Tom Tidwell 

(423) 886-7081 

tttidwell@yahoo.com 

Trustee 3 Year 

Marv Gabalski 

(423)949-4927 

mcgabalski@aol.com 

 

Faithful Admiral 

 Bill Soffe 

(423) 991-6864 

wwsoffe@netzero.net 

 

 

Field Agents Info -                 Mr. Hugh Abell 

    1005 Crown Point Rd E  

    Signal Mountain, TN 37377 

                                                423-463-2356 Cell Email: hugh.abell@kofc.org  

mailto:horten@catt.com
mailto:eric@ejpelton.com

