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April 29, 2016 

 
Honorable Asa Hutchinson 
State Capitol Room 250 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 
Dear Governor Hutchinson, 
 
The Delegates to the 108th Annual Convention of the Arkansas State Council of the 
Knights of Columbus meeting in Hot Springs, Arkansas send our greeting to you and 
your family. 
 
We wish to express our appreciation for your untiring service to our State.  The 
delegates at this convention would like to solicit your support in those areas combating 
the deteriorating regards of human life by supporting a ban on abortion, reinstating 
prayer in our public schools and keeping “One Nation under God” in the pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag.  We are pleased with your continuous efforts to improve the 
educational, socio-economic and quality of life within our State. 
 
Our prayers will always be with you as you carry out your most difficult tasks as 
Governor of Arkansas. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Committee Members 
 

Godwal Viera 
Godwal “Ed” Viera 
Chair – State Membership Director 
 
*Robert Jones, Grand Knight – Jonesboro #1702 
*Joseph Mazzanti, Grand Knight – Lake Village #3383 
*Ryan Pinalto, Grand Knight – Tontitown #4538 
*Rodrigo Montemayor, Grand Knight Fayetteville #6609 
*David Evans, Grand Knight – Arkadelphia #6942 
Don Chaffin, Voting Delegate – Van Buren #9777 
Ben Brewer, Grand Knight – Marche #11097 
*Can Tran, Grand Knight – Barling #14774 
 
 
 
 
*Not in attendance. 
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Worthy State Deputy, Worthy State Chaplains, Worthy Supreme Representative, 
Worthy State Officers, Worthy Past State Deputies, Faithful District Master,  
Worthy Insurance Agents, Worthy District Deputies, Brother Knights. 
 
It has been my honor to humbly serve as your State Secretary the last two years. 
I have been a witness to all your labors, I have seen all the money raised and 
charitable works your councils have accomplished and I am very impressed. 
 
Because of you, the Jurisdiction of Arkansas has grown at a rapid pace. You have 
reached out to other men and asked them to join our ranks. By adding new members 
you have increased the amount of money we have received from Supreme through 
membership growth contests and the Christopher Fund.  
 
You have been out there asking folks to donate to help others in need through our 
Campaign for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities, you have donated your time and 
money to Special Olympics, by generous donations you funded the Pennies from 
Heaven Fund, the Special Fund, made donations to Respect Life Office and Squires. 
 
Because of you, the Knights of Columbus in Arkansas has shown that we are the 
strong right arm of the church. 
 
By supporting our Bishops, priests and seminarians you are defending our faith. 
 
Our faith is rooted in the Eucharist and without a priest we have no Eucharist and 
without the Eucharist we are no longer Catholic.  
   
Thank you for all you have done, continue to carry the torch so our faith lives on long 
after we are gone. 
 
God bless, 
 
 
 
Philip A. Savage 
State Secretary  
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           2015-16 State Membership Report 
Brother Knights, 
 

It is an honor, to have the opportunity to speak at this, the 108th Arkansas Knights of Columbus State 
Convention, hosted by District 10, and it’s DD Jimmie Rogers.   Welcome to our worthy State 
Chaplains, State Officers, District Deputies, Program Directors, Council Delegates, and all members 
of the Order.  A special welcome to Arkansas, to our Worthy Supreme Representative Ken Stockwell. 
 

The first thing I must do is to apologize for my narrow-minded comments at last year’s convention in 
Little Rock.  If you recall, my report included a discussion on how our Supreme Council’s quota 
system was unattainable to the counties in eastern Arkansas that are suffering through a period of 
negative population growth.  I mentioned that it was virtually impossible to reach those goals with 
dwindling Catholic population.  Well, I am here today to tell you that I was dead wrong.  It is all about 
the effort that we want to put in that is the issue.  Ask yourselves this question, am I really giving my 
best effort?  Set goals higher than those allocated by Supreme, and then, JUST DO IT! 
 

District 3, will probably end up the fraternal year with a Triple Star District and our Pine Bluff Council 
#1153 may end up reaching 400% of their membership goal.  This in an area of the state that has 
suffered greatly economically and has a negative population growth.  Also, our newest council was 
chartered a few months ago in Monticello with the Council #16342.  All of this because, our DD Greg 
Mattics has decided to give his best effort and spread the ideals of our Order throughout southeast 
Arkansas.  He should not only be congratulated, but also emulated for his accomplishments this year.  
He is an example that we should all want to follow, if we truly believe the ideals of Father McGivney.  
Because of his efforts, along with his team our Intake this fraternal year is higher than it was at this 
same time last year.  I challenge each of you to invite a fellow parishioner to visit www.kofc.org.  
 

This is the seventh time that I have had the honor of addressing this assembly, and each time I have 
discussed the great opportunity that we have in Arkansas to become the best jurisdiction, not just in 
Region 4, but in the entire Order.  We are making headway in opening our council chambers to our 
Catholic brothers that are recent arrivals to the United States and Arkansas.  On the other hand we still 
have too many councils that are refusing to allow fellow Catholics into our Order, because of FEAR.  
I must remind everyone assembled here of the two qualifications to become a member of the Knights 
of Columbus.  Those are 18 years old and a practical Catholic, that is it, no others are asked.  Do not 
let the political climate convince you to turn your backs on this marginalized segment of our 
population.  We have councils which are in parishes that the immigrant population is now the majority, 
and those same councils are refusing to open their doors to a very large and faithful Catholic 
population. As his holiness Saint Pope John Paul II said on countless occasions, “Be not afraid”. 
 

Put yourself in their shoes for a moment.  They attend the same church, say the same prayers, and help 
the parish as much as they can.  Just like you, but they may have a different complexion or speak a 
different language.  Have we become the innkeeper, “sorry no room in the inn” for you / them.   
(Insert personal story here) 
 

The next portion of my report is the presentation of the membership growth from all 16 districts in the 
Arkansas Jurisdiction.  It congratulates all the districts and councils that have attained their 
membership goals, as prescribed by Supreme Council.  Our jurisdiction goal of 350 new members is 
very attainable, as we are 44 short.  We have two months away from the end of the fraternal year, so 
there is still time to reach our jurisdiction goal and make Circle of Honor again 
 

In closing we have about two months before this fraternal year ends.  How many lives can you help 
change? As many as you want!  Open your council doors to as many Catholic families as possible.  
Let’s live Father McGivney’s legacy now, while we still have the opportunity. 
 

Vivat Jesu, 
Faithfully submitted on this 30th day of April, 2016 
Godwal “Ed” Viera 
Arkansas State Membership Director 
 

“We have the moral obligation to invite every eligible Catholic man to join the Knights of Columbus”. 
Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight



                                                     VOCATIONS / RSVP  CHAIRMAN 

                                                     PETER MC NULTY 

 

My Brother Knights 

A short letter this month‐‐‐‐ 

Two important reminders: 

(1) The most enjoyable happenings—The Ordination of five (5) Priests for the 

Diocese of Little Rock. This blessed event will take place on May 28, 2016 in 

Christ The King Church in Little Rock at 10:00 am Mass.  

 Several days prior to this blessing there will be five of our seminarians 

Ordained to Transitional Deacons. And in June two more will be   Ordained 

Transitional. These seminarians, God willing, are scheduled for Ordination to 

the Priesthood in 2017. And the good news goes on as we will have six (6) 

more Ordained in 2018. 

(2) Now is the time to get your RSVP refund forms sent to SUPREME office. 

Please remember to send a copy to the Vocation Chairman (me).  

Remember‐‐‐‐“ No job or assignment is done until the PAPER WORK IS 

DONE’ 

 

God Bless you all 

 

Peter 



file:///E|/Dropbox/1new/KnightsofColumbus/may-16/fatherbill.txt[5/9/2016 3:49:22 PM]

As I write this column, I am preparing to attend the annual state convention of the Knight's of Columbus in Hot 
Springs this weekend, and I'm reflecting also on the Church's liturgical calendar. This Sunday is the first day of May, 
which is traditionally the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, but because it falls on a Sunday, it is being celebrated as the 
6th Sunday of Easter. May is also the month of Mary, when we give special attention to Mary through May Crowning 
and other devotions. The Knights of Columbus are promoting a "Building The Domestic Church" which focuses on the 
family and what we can do to strengthen the family in all areas, including, and maybe especially the spiritual life. In 
the future, I pray that many parishes will give special attention to the Holy Family (Jesus, Mary and Joseph)  and have 
a weekend in which everyone at Mass prays a "Prayer of Consecration to the Holy Family." which comes from the 
Knights of Columbus.While the month of May would seem to be ideal to do this, it may actually take place sometime 
in the months ahead. Let's keep Mary and Joseph in our minds and hearts not only in May, but throughout the year 
and throughout our lives as we seek to follow the example of their holy lives and ask for their intercession for many 
needs, including the protection and promotion of family life in a world that needs, stable, holy families. It wasn't that 
long ago that Pope Francis was in Philadelphia promoting the family and it is wonderful and fruitful whenever we do 
the same.



108th Convention of the Arkansas Knights of Columbus
Hot Springs, Arkansas – Hosted by District #10
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Our Lady of Charity
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Perpetual Help

Total State Membership: 7531 / +47



District 1
District Deputy - John W. Lett

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

812 Little Rock* (1904) 12 13 0 13 108

6615 Little Rock (1974) 6 1 0 1 17

10167 Little Rock* (1989) 11 4 0 4 36

District 1 20 18 0 18 90

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

453 7

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR COUNCIL

812



District 2
District Deputy – Aaron Baltz

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

1702 Jonesboro (1913) 13 9 0 9 69

1713 Paragould (1913) 4 5 2 3 75

2443 Pocahontas (1923) 14 5 0 5 36

2857 Blytheville (1942) 4 1 0 1 25

7783 ASU (NA) (1981) 4 0 0 0

District 2 27 20 2 18 67

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

577 11



District 3
District Deputy – Greg Mattics 

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

1153 Pine Bluff (1906) 6 21 0 21 350

2780 Stuttgart (1937) 4 0 0 0

3383 Lake Village (1951) 4 0 0 0

3998 Slovak (1955) 8 2 0 2 25

16342 Monticello (2015) 0 18 0 18

District 3 15 41 0 41 273

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

354 27

CONGRATULATIONS
DOUBLE STAR DISTRICT

TRIPLE STAR COUNCIL 1153



District 4
District Deputy – Roy Anderle

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

2650 Texarkana (1927) 6 6 0 0

5099 El Dorado (1961) 5 5 0 5 100

12473 Camden (1999) 5 1 17 -16

16222 Nashville (2015) 4 4 0 4 100

District 4 14 10 -17 -7

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

245 -14

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR COUNCILS

5099 & 16222



District 5
District Deputy – Timothy R. Malloy

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6969 Cherokee Village (1977) 4 3 0 3 75

7353 Mountain Home  (7353) 13 8 6 2 15

8410 Harrison (1983) 5 4 1 3 60

10493 Horseshoe Bend (1990) 4 1 0 1 25

District 5 18 16 7 9 50

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

351 -3



District 6
District Deputy – Michael Dietering

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6454 Eureka Springs (1973) 4 0 0 0

6834 Rogers (1976) 13 0 0 0

9514 Bella Vista (1987) 14 4 0 4 29

12458 Bentonville (1999) 13 9 0 9 69

13829 Siloam Springs (2002) 4 3 0 3 75

14609 Rogers (2008) 6 7 0 7 117

District 6 38 23 0 23 61

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Membership 
Change

742 4

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR COUNCIL

14609



District 7
District Deputy – Ron Wildman

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6140 Batesville (1969) 5 4 11 -7

8815 Fairfield Bay (1984) 4 2 0 2 50

11294 Searcy (1994) 5 3 0 3 60

12778 Heber Springs (1999) 4 0 1 -1

District 7 13 9 12 -3

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

222 -11



District 8
District Deputy – Wayne Eastman

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

4143 Conway (1955) 35 12 0 12 34

5209 Morrilton (1961) 17 11 0 11 65

6398 Russellville (1972) 15 12 0 12 80

6680 New Dixie (1975) 6 2 3 -1

10908 St. Vincent (1992) 8 0 0 0

District 8 57 37 3 34 60

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

1259 14



District 9
District Deputy – Robert Collins

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

996 Fort Smith (1905) 25 6 11 -5

9777 Van Buren (1988) 8 2 0 2 25

14774 Ft. Smith (2009) 4 3 0 3 75

15453 Fort Smith (2012) 4 1 1 0

District 9 29 11 11 0 --

Membership YTD Growth
Change

583 -8

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE



District 10
District Deputy – Jimmie Rogers

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6419 Hot Springs (1972) 15 13 2 11 73

9396 Benton (1987) 5 6 0 6 120

10208 Hot Springs Village 
(1990)

20 14 0 14 70

District 10 28 33 2 31 111

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

607 20

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR DISTRICT
STAR COUNCIL

9396



District 11
District Deputy – Conrad De La Paz

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

1770 Helena (1914) 4 0 0 0

4147 Wynne (1955) 8 2 0 2 25

5804 West Memphis (1966) 6 0 1 1

6814 Brinkley (1976) 4 1 0 1 25

District 11 15 4 1 3 20

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

278 -4



District 12
District Deputy – Joseph Beffa

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

4538 Tontitown (1958) 8 0 0 0

6609 Fayetteville (1974) 13 14 0 14 108

7787 UofA-Fayetteville (1981) 7 7 0 7 100

12082 Springdale (1997) 8 10 49 -39

District 12 25 31 49 -18

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

526 -12

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR COUNCILS

6609 & 7787



District 13
District Deputy – William H. Bill McClullough

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6253 North Little Rock (1971) 16 4 0 4 25

11097 Marche (1993) 6 4 -10 -6

11604 Jacksonville (1995) 14 8 1 7 50

District 13 25 16 11 5 20

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

526 -6



District 14
District Deputy – David Thompson

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

5725 Clarksville (1965) 7 1 0 1 14

14010 Altus* (2006) 5 6 0 6 120

14619 Scanton (2008) 7 5 0 5 71

District 14 13 12 0 12 92

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR COUNCIL

14010

Membership YTD Growth
Change

283 8



District 15
District Deputy – David Wewers

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

3787 Paris (1953) 11 9 0 9 82

12875 Charleston (2001) 11 4 0 4 36

15867 Booneville (2013) 4 3 0 3 75

District 15 18 16 0 16 89

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

367 2



District 16
District Deputy – Philip Ference

Council Quota Gain Loss Net %

6942 Arkadelphia (1977) 4 7 0 7 175

7258 Mena (1979) 5 0 0 0

11908 DeQueen (1996) 4 3 0 3 75

District 16 9 10 0 10 111

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE

Membership YTD Growth
Change

157 11

CONGRATULATIONS
STAR DISTRICT
STAR COUNCIL

6942



How many 
lives can you 
help change?
As many as 
you want!





“We have a moral Obligation to invite every eligible 
Catholic man to join the Knights of Columbus.”

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight

PROMOTE, PROMOTE, PROMOTE
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