
Brothers,
For me being a Knight is an

important part of my life.
Looking back as far as I can
remember the Knights have
played a role in making me a
better person. I can remem-
ber going to events with my
father, grandfather, and PSD
Willard Patocka as a child. No
matter my age, I always felt I
was one of the guys. At an
early age, I was taught that giving back is al-
ways better than receiving. This is true of the
Knights. 

Later in my life, I found many mentors out-
side my family within the Knights. Andy Opat
was one of the first that I met when I was 10
years old. He was one of a kind for sure. He
taught me the art of flipping pancakes and
many other things from his stories. PSD Dale
Harrison was another one of those Knights
who lead me to greatness, not only in the
community, but in my faith as well. I can re-
member when I was Council 4593 Grand
Knight, PSD Harrison said, “One day I will be
calling you State Deputy”. Of course, at the
time that did not seem realistic but look at me
now, the State Deputy of Oklahoma. He sup-
ported me with nominations as I worked my
way up to State Deputy. I can think of many
more men I call a mentor.  For example, PSD,
VSM David Roewe.  David and I were the re-
cruitment “ATeam” for a few years. I was his
State Membership Director, and we worked
hard to make our COH trip fun, but when you
get us two together, fun is going to quickly fol-
low. We then worked on the House in the Box
Program.  These were some very cherished
times. PSD Jose Jimenez and his wife Lisa are
like a part of our family. We get together we
ever we can. Jose and I burned up the roads
when I was membership director.

PSD, FVSM Paul Weigel and his wife Bar-
bara, PSD, FVSM Dan Hogan and his Toni, and
PSD Bob Melko, all taught Dee and me the
true lesson of being a State Warden. As with
every position there is something important to
be learned as you work your way up. I would
be remiss if I did not mention our PSD and cur-
rent Supreme Treasurer Ron Schwarz and his
beautiful wife Janette. They are part of our
family based on Grandma Helen’s declaration
while I was in Nicoma Park. Ron and I spent
many windshield hours while he was State
Deputy discussing best practices for the Okla-
homa Knights. He was instrumental in helping
me with the accounting change over when I
was State Treasurer. However, I suppose the
primary mentors behind all this are my parents,
the wise ones that introduced me to the
Knights. I can most definitely say the Knights
of Columbus has made me a better man, fa-
ther, husband, and Catholic.

Oh, but the Knights have offered my family
much more, I cannot even start to list all the
friends we have made in the Knights. The cur-
rent officers have become family to Dee and
me along with many of the directors we have
worked with. When my job required me to
move just before Kristy’s senior year, the
Knights lined up to help. Kristy had many host
families ensuring she stayed in Choctaw High
for her last year. My great friend Philip Stram-
ski has been there not only as a friend, but a
fellow Knight the whole time. Yes, the Knights
of Columbus has offered my family so many
opportunities to build a lifetime of friends. 

So, I ask you, “Why did you join the Knights
of Columbus?” Was it a family tradition,
friendship, or just the idea of giving back? No
matter what your reason was, why you are still
a Knight has probably changed over time.

Knowing what I know about the Knights, it
shocks me to think that every man would not
want the same thing for themselves and their
families. You would think every Catholic man
would be breaking down our doors. In fact, as
men we have a problem telling our story. I am
not talking about the official Legacy of the
Knights of Columbus; I am talking about what
you are doing in your church and community. I
am talking about how you are building friends
within your council.

This is My Two Cents on the Knights of
Columbus. Yes, we are an organization that
provides support to our church and commu-
nity. But if you really think about it, we provide
men and their families the opportunity to build
friendships with people that embrace the same
beliefs and ideals. All we must do is tell our
stories within our Catholic family. I know if
people truly knew the rest of the story, they
too would want what we have.

As you can see, for me the Knights of
Columbus has given me an Experience of a
Lifetime. It has been an absolute honor serving
you as your State Deputy.

VIVAT JESUS
Matt Maly

State Deputy
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Matthew

Maly

From the State Deputy

Why are you a Knight?

Worthy Brother Knights the 2021 State
Convention is fast approaching. Please submit
your council's delegate forms, convention reg-
istration forms, letter of intent to run for state
office, intent to run as delegate to Supreme
Convention in Denver, 365 club membership
and any other contributions you have for the
state. Yes the deadline has passed for most of
these so please make your submissions ASAP.

See you at the Warren Place Doubletree in
Tulsa April 23-25, 2021

DENNIS KUNNANZ, State Sec.

From the State Secretary
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Official State Council Web Page www.okkofc.org
Supreme Council Web Page www.kofc.org

STATE CHAPLAIN
Rev. M. Price Oswalt
Edmond, OK

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE DEPUTY
John T. Pierce
12111 N.E. 164th St
Jones, OK 73049-8897

STATE DEPUTY
Matthew Maly
4201 S. Choctaw Rd.
Choctaw, OK 73020

STATE SECRETARY
Dennis Kunnanz
1213 Scrambler Ln.
Edmond, OK 73025

STATE  TREASURER
Chris Victor
5819 S 83rd E PL
Tulsa, OK 74145
918-688-9579

STATE  ADVOCATE
Miguel Grijalva
329274 E. 1070 Rd.
McLoud, Okla. 74851

STATE  WARDEN
Steven E. Rose
2304 NW 49th St.
Lawton, OK 73505

VICE SUP. MASTER 4th Degree
David Roewe
2020 Aspen Way
Guthrie, Okla. 73044 

DISTRICT MASTER 4th Degree
Rick Miller
2914 Galway Ct.
SZhawnee, Okla. 74804

okiechaplain@gmail.com

(Cheryl)

john.pierce@sbcglobal.net

(Dee)

mattmaly602@gmail.com

(Ladine)

dkunnanz@ymail.com

(Sharon)

cmvictor1@cox.net

(Amy)

mgrijalvakc@gmail.com

(Alice)

Knight11909@gmail.com

(Melani)

droewe@cox.net

(Laura)

rickstonewall@#gmail.com

(405) 343-5505

(405) 317-1020

(405) 708-1978

(405) 315-7082

(918) 461-0434

(505) 604-7730

(580) 595-1347

(405) 250-3305

(580) 320-0715

Hi.
Please have a blessed spring and summer
Pray for our world and remember to pray Our Lady’s rosary every day.

Vivat Jesus
.                        Steve Gust Okla. Knight editor
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On Easter Sunday afternoon,
Council 1018, Shawnee was
happy to resurrect the annual
Easter Egg hunt for the St Bene-
dict parish, after having been
cancelled last year due to

Covid-19.  Over 50 children,
ages three to twelve, enthusias-
tically participated in searching
for eggs scattered throughout a
field at Calvary Cemetery in
Shawnee.   

PHOTO PROVIDED/MIKE PIGGOTT

From left, Brother Knights Bobbie Stevens, Mark Drummond, Brian
Drew (as the Easter Bunny), Eric Cook, Rick Miller, and Brian Pier-
son with some of the happy children.

Shawnee brothers bring Easter joy

Please don’t forget to help 
The Center of Family Love

Please call 405 263-4658 ext. 1040
and find out ways you can help

the CFL achieve its goals
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Agenda for the 116th annual State Convention

Friday April 23, 2021
3 to 7 p.m. Delegate registration ..............................pre-function area
3 to 3:30 p.m. State Officers meeting ......................................Room 834
4 p.m                   Mass celebrated by Fr. Oswalt ...................... Parkview East
5:30 to 7:25 p.m.Agency Hospitality room ........................................room820
5:30 to 6:15 p.m.PSD reception (invitation only) ..............................room 834
7 to 10 p.m. District 20 Friday night gathering event ..................Parkview East
9 to 12 a.m. ..hospitality rooms..............................................rooms 820 & 834

Saturday April 24, 2021
7 a.m. to 11 a.m.Delegate registration ....................................Pre-Function area
9 a.m. ..................Call to Order ..........................................................Ballrooms
9:01 a.m.                          Open meeting to all
9:07 a.m.   Opening prayer, colors, pledge & opening ode
9:20 a.m. Supreme Knights’ address
9:35 State Deputy’s address
9:45 State Chaplain’s address
10 a.m.       Address by Sup. Treasurer Ron Schwartz
10:15 a.m.      A year of remembrance
10:20           A year in review -- Leave no Neighbor behind
10:25Women’s dismissal event & a break ........................................hotel lobby
10:35 a.m.Member Experience Focus programs Philip Stramski ........ Ballrooms
-- Intellectual Challenged Campaign, Special Olympics, Ultra Sound -change for
life, Coats for kids, Wheelchair program, Seminarian support, Food for Families
and Oklahoma Heartbeat program.

Noon Lunch (On your Own)

1 p.m.,                         Reconvene .................................................. ballrooms
Nomination instructions State Warden Steve Rose

Nomination of State Officers
Nomination of delegates for Sup. Convention

Presentation of 2023 State Convention site proposals
2 p.m. ....Silver Rose report SD ........................................................Matt Maly
2:05 p.m.Partnering with your agents, .................................... GA, Kevin Pierce
2:30 p.m.If you are not grown you are =***** ............................SMFD Zak Katl
3 p.m. Center of Family Love programs ............................PSD Richard Schulte
Announcements
3:20 p.m. Recess

Memorial Mass
4:45 p.m.Officers & honor guard .............................................. Parkview West
5 p.m. Convention Memorial Mass

Convention banquet
6:30 to 7 p.m. ........ Reception ................................................Prefunction area
7 p.m.Banquet Hall Doors open ..........................................................Ballrooms
7:10  p.m. to 9 p.m. , Prayer, Introductions, 365 Membership awards, SA
Miquel Grijvala, Insurance award, Kevin Pierce, Address of Sup. Treasurer by
Ron Schwarz, Knight of the year, Philip Stramski, Family of Year, Philip Stram-
ski, Leroy Jecho Civic award by IPSO John Pierce, Comments from Bishop of
Tulsa Diocese, Bishop David Kongderla, closing prayer by Father Oswalt

9 p.m. ............Delegate Caucus ..........................................................if required

After caucus or 9 p.m., Hospitality suites are open
Midnight, Hospitality suites close.

Sunday April 25, 2021
8:30 a.m., ......Rosary led Father Oswalt, ......................................Parkview East
9 a.m. ...................... Prayer before meal ..........................Gathering ballrooms

Conventiion Award breakfast
CFL presentation, Special Olympics of Okla. Introductions,, Catholic Education
program overview,

Award Presentations: 
Outstanding youth of the year, Faith activity; Family activity, Community activ-
ity, Life activity. All presented by Phlip Stamski.
Address from Regional Growth Director James Caffrey
Closing remarks
Basket drawings
Announcements
10:30 a.m. End of the convention breakfast
11:30 a.m..................... Women’s event, .................................... Parkview East

Business session
Noon Reconvene, (Delegates and Members only)
12:05 KOC Foundation meeting.
12:30 Recess KOC Foundation meeitng
12:30 State officers reports
SS Dennis Kunnanz; ST, Chris Victor, SA Miquel Grijalva, SW Steve Rose, ST
by Dr. Ronald Larchick and Past State Deputy Report, John Pierce.

1:20 p.m. Fourt Degree Master -- Life Goes On
1:30 Confirm Vote county via Roll Call, Dennis Kunnanz
1:40 p.m. Delegate instructions. 
Unfinished Buisness
1:45 p.m. Statement of Delegate and vote count - Kunnanz

New business
Elections

Voting on new State Officers 
Voting on Delegates to Supreme Convention

Other New Business

Selection of 2023 State Convention site
Approval of State Council 2021-2022 budget
Resolutions
Acceptance of Committee reportsx.

Time for Action SD Matt Maly
Closing remarks

3 p.m. Closing prayer by Father Oswalt
Adjourn

Other Room Assignments

Adoration Parkview West
Child Care TBA

Be safe driving home

April 23, 24 & 25   Hosted by District 20 at Warren Place Doubletree in Tulsa 



Page 4                                                                               THE OKLAHOMA KNIGHT                                                                  APRIL  2021

Join The Father McGivney Guild
If you and your family are not mem-
bers of the Father McGivney Guild,
please complete the coupon and mail
to:

The Father McGivney Guild

Knights of Columbus

1 Columbus Plaza

New Haven, Ct. 06510-3328

Register online at www.kofc.org

Please print in block letters

Name

Address

City

ZIP CODE

Guild members receive a bi-monthly newsletter on the status of the sainthood cause, a special prayer card and additional
materials as they are developed. Members may also submit prayer and Mass intentions to the director of the Guild. KOC
membership does not make one automatically a Guild member. PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY EITHER with this form or online. 

My dear Brother Knights and family:

As we prepare for the upcoming 116th conven-
tion of the State Council of the Knights of Colum-
bus, we look back at what all has transpired over
this past year. So much to reflect upon and to
spend time and space in this column to do jus-
tice. 

One of the big highlights, of course, was the re-
cent beatification of the founder of the Order,
Blessed Michael J. McGivney. Now officially recog-
nized and one step closer to sainthood our holy founder is inter-
ceding for us as we begin our deliberations. 

All of us are so weary of the pandemic experience, that we long
for the return of some sense of normalcy in our lives. It just
comes out of our pours. Please, can we get back to normal? Then
we hear someone say, “well maybe this is the new normal.” That
in itself takes time to adjust to.  In any crisis, in any emergency,
the first thing “first responders” and “therapists” try to do for the
“victims” is get them back into a normal routine as soon as possi-
ble. This helps make the emergency seem less harrowing. But that
has not been the case of any of the “people who are in charge” of
this pandemic. They have not seemed to want to help the people
get back to a sense of normalcy. But we need that as a society.
The society has to have standards and normalcy to survive. It can-
not run on adrenaline all the time. 

Therefore in our anxiety, in our stress, in our desire to live with
the day to day challenges of the pandemic, we do what we can
to make the world in which we live make sense, by doing the
daily things we can seem as normal as possible.

So in that light ... we go on with the business of the State
Council....we hold a convention!  

The State Officers and leadership team have been working dili-
gently during the crisis to make things as available as possible to
all the family of the Knights of Columbus. The same will be true
for the upcoming State Convention. We encourage as many as
possible to come in person to the Convention, and know that it
will be as safe as humanly possible, but it will also be available on
zoom if you wish to join us though that medium. 

So in the meantime, in the joy and spirit of the Easter Season
just upon us, let us lift up our hearts to the Risen Savior. Let us
employ the help of the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of the Re-
deemer; let us turn to Bl. Michael McGivney, Bl. Stanley Rother,
St.Joseph and all the angels and saints to sing that ever glorious
triumphant hymn of all creation:  Alleluia!  For He is Risen. In Him
is our Hope and we shall never hope in vain. 

I send you my priestly blessings and hope that the Lord will let
us see one another in person soon. May the Risen Lord hold you
in the palm of His hand and grant you all the graces necessary for
your salvation. 

FR. M PRICE OSWALT, KCHS
STATE CHAPLAIN 

Looking back at an unusual year

Fr. Price

Oswalt
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Bernard
Demel

Bill
Brasher

Deacon
Robert Garrett

NaDean
Garrett

Michael
Dishno

Mike
Pollok

Olin 
Rush

Ralph
Whiting

Ken 
Gruber

Kyle
Rudy

Dee
O’Dell

Lyle
Marcotte

David
Roberts

Jerry
DeGroote

Deacon
Clyde  Grover

John
Cegielski

7395

7395

7395

739512108 12108

17383

17383 12108 9901

12108 4804 NaDean wife of 
Deacon Garrett

At look at some lost since April 2020

488911237

5396
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Francis

Cleary Sr.
Neil

Shuchart

Stephen

Richichi

Tom-

Richichi

Tom Goins
C.B. 

Weilbrenner

Jr.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual

light shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of

all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in

peace. Amen.  

4026 4026

12819

12819 12819

More Brothers lost since last year

3113 Kingfisher

We lost Edward Sigl (5-3-
2020) Robert Westphal (7-1-

2020) Kris Kuehn
(11-17-2020) James

Mueggenborg (12-21-2020)
James Coughlan (12-27-2020)

From Council 4889, Altus.
Brother Ralph J. Whiting (4th
Degree and long time active
member  in Altus)  passed

away on November 20, 2020.

#10822 
The council lost this year:

Charles Bradford, 
Life Member  April 10, 2020
Deacon Bill Bawden, Life

Member  January 19, 2021

Rest in God’s
everlasting

peace

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic
Each year, members of the Knights of Columbus conduct a

program called Faith in Action with pro-life efforts as a part of
the program. 

With January as pro-life month, the Knights of Columbus
Council #5168 joined with parishioners at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church in Marlow and Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Duncan to promote the right to
life. 

“We wanted to do something for our community. We chose
Charis Center in Duncan,” explained Michael Heim, grand
knight of council #5168. “Charis is more than just a pregnancy
center. It is a ministry. Their mission is to glorify God by sharing
the Good News of Jesus Christ and upholding the sanctity of
human life. 85 percent of women considering abortion have a
change of heart when they see the ultrasound of their unborn
child.” 

Kimberla Treat, executive director for the Charis Center, said
the center offers pregnancy testing, options counseling, ultra-
sound, prenatal and parenting classes, a baby boutique for
baby items, abortion recovery and classes for dads.   

“We are so thankful for Michael and the local Knights of
Columbus. The money raised will go toward the purchase of a
new ultrasound,” Treat said. 

The council and parishioners used baby bottles to fill with
loose change. 

“We collected $2,000 to assist in the upgrading of the ultra-
sound machine, which the Knights donated to Charis a few
years ago,” Heim said. “Our council and our parishioners are
praying for an end to abortion with our pastor Father Peter Jan-
daczek.” 

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the Sooner
Catholic. 

Council helps pro-life cause
Knights in southern Okla. helping the unborn.

Please pray the rosary daily
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Earlier this year, the Knights of
Columbus Board of Directors elected
Patrick E. Kelly as the next Supreme
Knight, to continue the mission of
charity, unity and fraternity estab-
lished by the Order’s Founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney, almost
140 years ago.

Carl A. Anderson  retired February
28, after more than 20 years of serv-
ice as Supreme Knight and upon
reaching the mandatory retirement age of 70.
He leaves a legacy of Christian witness and
service to the Catholic Church, to the Knights
of Columbus and to communities throughout
thToday, the Knights of Columbus Board of Di-
rectors elected Patrick E. Kelly as the next
Supreme Knight, to continue the mission of
charity, unity and fraternity established by the
Order’s Founder, Blessed Michael McGivney,
almost 140 years ago.

Patrick Kelly’s tenure as the Order’s 14th

Supreme Knight started March 1.
Statement by retiring Supreme Knight

Carl Anderson:
“The Knights of Columbus board has

elected an extraordinarily well-qualified
new Supreme Knight in Patrick Kelly.
Patrick has dedicated his life in service to
the Church, his country, and the Knights
of Columbus. He has served as Deputy
Supreme Knight for four years and is a
well-rounded public servant with diplo-

matic and military experience. He is ideally
suited to carry on the work of the Knights of
Columbus as we enter a new era, faithful to
our principles of charity, unity and fraternity,
and in close collaboration with the Holy See
and the bishops throughout the world. As
Deputy Supreme Knight, Patrick has played a
leading role in several major initiatives, includ-
ing our international religious freedom efforts,
our pro-life Ultrasound Initiative, and our new
public initiation ceremony. He also served as

Executive Director of the Saint John Paul II Na-
tional Shrine, leading its transformation
through the creation of its worship spaces and
world-class exhibit on the life of St. John Paul
II. Most recently, Patrick led the Knights’ grass-
roots response to the COVID-19 pandemic ti-
tled “Leave No Neighbor Behind.” Through this
initiative, brother Knights around the world are
serving those isolated and alone in quarantine,
supporting food banks and blood centers in
need of vital supplies, and providing other es-
sential services. Patrick has the experience and
strong faith necessary to lead the Knights into
the future.”

For over a decade, Patrick Kelly has worked
at a senior level on the frontlines of the
Knights’ work in charity, advocacy, and the
management of the organization’s multibillion-
dollar insurance and investment operations.
Mr. Kelly joined the Knights as a university stu-
dent in Wisconsin in 1983 and later served as
State Deputy in the District of Columbia.

Supreme Board elects Kelly next Supreme Knight

Kelly
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Dear Brothers and Friends of the Knights of Columbus:

The Stillwater Council 5266 of the Knights of Columbus will
host the 2021 Annual State Golf Tournament at the Golf Club at
Cimarron Trails, Perkins, Okla. This tournament is open to all
brother Knights, family and friends of the Knights of Columbus. It
is expected that over 100 participants from all over the state of
Oklahoma will be present at this event for a great day of golf.
Even though the event is a social event, the Knights of Columbus
would like to take the opportunity of this gathering to raise funds
for an organization that is dear to our hearts, the Center of Fam-
ily Love.

We would like to offer you the opportunity to support the Cen-
ter of Family Love as a participant in the event and/or through
the many sponsorship opportunities that our tournament offers,
such as tournament program advertising, prizes for first, second
and third place teams, individual hole competitions and hole
sponsorships. All proceeds from our tournament will be donated
to the Center of Family Love on behalf of all our sponsors.

We would appreciate it if you would take the time to look at
the different opportunities to participate in this event as a player
and/or sponsor. Attached you will find a tournament entry form,
and sponsorship description and a form to indicate your sponsor-
ship.

Please send the forms and check for the sponsorship amount to
the tournament coordinator:

Pedro Velasco 304 S Keats Dr
Stillwater, OK 74074

Checks are to be made to Knights of Columbus Council 5266.

Please feel free to contact the event organizer for any addi-
tional information you might require either by phone or email:

Email: pedropvelascoe@gmail.com Cell: 405-614-4585

We appreciate your support and we hope that you are able to
participate with us in this event by sponsoring this great gathering
of golfers and friends to support the Oklahoma Special Olympics.

Vivat Jesus!

Pedro Velasco Organizer
Knights of Columbus Annual State Golf Tournament Council

5266
Stillwater, OK

State Golf Tournament is next month
To benefit the Center of Family Love


