Boomer Esiason’s realLIFEstory-

A life lesson learned early

A record-setting NFL quarterback, and now a seasoned radio and TV
broadcaster—that's how most people know Boomer Esiason. But before his
fame on and off the gridiron came a tough road for Boomer and his family.

When he was just 7, Boomer’s mother, Irene, who was 37, died of cancer.
That left Boomer, his father and his two teenage sisters to create a life for
themselves. A three-hour daily commute to work in New York City left
Boomer’s father, Norman, with little free time, but he always made sure he
supported Boomer, both on and off the field. The family was also forced to
rely on friends and relatives, as Boomer’s mother died without life insurance
and there was little money left each month to pay for any extra help. “I was
handed a life lesson early, growing up with one parent,” says Boomer, “It
wasn't the easiest life—my dad sacrificed a lot.”
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