
 
Year 31 --- Number 3 ï December 2016 and January 2017 

ascensioncouncil9285.org 

 Page 1 

 

GRAND KNIGHT'S REPORT 

ñEach day the Lord calls us to follow him with courage  
and fidelity.... He asks us to do so by word and by the  
witness of our lives in daily life.ò 

Pope Francis 

Brothers,  

Here we are at the end of November already and the 
beginning of Advent.  My how the time goes by when 
youôre having fun. 

The last three months have really been busy and I thank 
all the knights for all the hard work being done to make 
this a great Council.     

September started out with the beginning of football 
season and our first sub sale which was very successful.  
Total profits were $910.55 which will go to help the Sacred 
Heart Food Pantry and local religious charities. 

And then we supported Fr. Mikeôs 65th birthday party.   

The end of September had two big events.  First Brother 
Bob Richard led the Octoberfest which was again a huge 
success.  And then on Monday, September 26th Brother 
Joe Gerhart hosted the annual golf tournament.  We 
budgeted for a net profit of $7000.  At the end of the day 
we realized a net profit of $10,000.  Great work by Brother 
Joe and all the knights that helped make this a real 
success. 

October stated off with a bang with the Ministry Fair and 
our membership drive.  DGK Klug led the way for the 
Ministry Fair and had lots of help with the recruitment 
drive.  We were able to sign up a number of men to join 
our Council.  Monday October 11th Brother Harrington 
hosted a Fraternal Benefits night which covered Long 
Term Care.  Then on the 13th we held a 1st degree and 
had 5 new members join the council.  PGK Tom 
ZumBrunnen again led the VDOT Road Cleanup on the 
15th.  Then on the same night PGK Rick Johnson chaired 
the Wives Appreciation Dinner.  On October 23rd  we had 
our first pancake breakfast to support the Parish 
Honduran Committee.  We were able to donate $420.75 
to this worthy mission.  October ended with a Corporate 
Communion Mass on the 30th. 

In November things slowed down a little.  On the 5th we 
had a Memorial Mass for our departed brothers.  Twenty 
one names were read in their memory.  A number of the 
widows were present for the Mass.  On November 19th  

the Parish Craft Fair was held and Brother Lee Bennett 
kicked off the KCIC (Keep Christ if Christmas) Program.  
That afternoon Brother Pat McKeown hosted the PGK 
luncheon at the Montclair Country Club.  A jacket was 
presented to Lee for his successful year as Grand Knight.  
It was also Leeôs birthday. 

Again I want to thank you all for the time and effort put in 
to make this a great Council.  THANK YOU. 

Vivat Jesus 

Grand Knight 
Jack Kapp 
(703) 303-7126 

JKapp3@verizon.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

The following Ascension Council knights 
will be celebrating December or January 
birthdays: 

Kenechukwu Anakor Billy Antley 

Andrew Baronavski,PGK William Cantrell 

Alfred Caporaletti Dale Clark 

Stephen Daniels Ronald DeSpirito 

Guy Guiffre William Hechmer, Jr.,PGK 

Edward Henderson John Hon 

Brian Kline Kenneth Mathiasmeier 

William McCabe David Mundt 

Mark Pahls Christopher Potvin 

Michael Ragan Juan Rivera 

Robert Romano Tony Romano 

Clement Ryan Chris   Sherrill 

Ray Stearns William Tully 

David Varnes James Yuengert 
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Now for a recap of events in August through November 
looking forward to December, January and February. 

Deputy Grand Knight and Program Director 
Bill Klug 
(703) 367-0503  

WJClue@gmail.com 

Church 

The Directorôs objective for Church 
activities is to provide council involvement 
in, service to, and/or increased council 
commitment to our Church, clergy and 
religious, to enrich the spiritual involvement of individual 
members in their Church and its activities, and to promote 
vocations to the religious life. 

Ray Bazan Funeral 
Brother Ray Bazan, father of our pastor Father Mike, 
received a full colorguard during his funeral. 

Coffee and Donuts 
Every Sunday, the Knights are responsible to make the 
coffee, set up the juice and get donuts ready to serve to a 
hungry parish.  This will resume in September. 

Corporate Communion  
The next Corporate Communion will be on Saturday night 
January 28th at the 5 PM Mass with optional dinner 
afterwards.  Please sit together in the front of the church 
on the left. 

Roses for Life 
On any Sunday of each month when there is one or more 
baptisms, at 1:30 PM we present a rose to each mother.  
Contact Jack Kapp to assist or for more information. 

 
 

Sub Sales 

Our next sub sale will be after all Masses on Super Bowl 
weekend of February 5th.   Preparation begins at 3 PM on 
Saturday night and continues at 7 AM on Sunday 
morning.  PGK Pat McKeown is leading this effort. 

Super Bowl Raffle 
We will be selling tickets for our Super Bowl Raffle during 
the month of January with the drawings taking place on 
Super Bowl Sunday, February 5th. 

Pancake Breakfast 
Our next Pancake Breakfast for the CYO is scheduled for 
Sunday January 8th after the 7:30, 9 and 10:45 AM 
Masses. 

Keep Christ in Christmas 
PGK Lee Bennett is once again leading our KCIC sales 
after all Masses through December 11th.  Please contact 
Lee or stop by the sales counter after Mass to assist. 

 
 

 
March for Life 

The annual March for Life will occur on Friday January 
27th in Washington DC.  As in the past there are 
opportunities to support this in person as Marshals or 
marchers.  More information will be announced at the 
January business meeting. 

mailto:WJClue@gmail.com
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Council  

The Directorôs objective for Council 
activities is to increase fraternalism 
among members, to provide enjoyment to 
members and their families, to ensure 
service to the brotherhood and advancement in the 
Order's degrees. 

Golf Tournament 
As mentioned in the Grand Knightôs report, our annual golf 
tournament netted $10,000.  Congratulations to everyone 
who helped and/or played in the tournament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Meetings 
We will continue to pray the rosary prior to our business 
meetings starting at 7 PM. 
 

Due to the feast of the Immaculate Conception occurring 
on the night of our normal December business meeting, 
the meeting will be held at 7:30 PM on Thursday 
December 15th. 

Our next 1st Degree will be held during our February 
Business meeting on Thursday, Feburary 9th.  The actual 
meeting will be short and expedited. 
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Family  

The Directorôs objective for Family 
Activities is to involve the entire family in 
the activities of the Knights of Columbus, 
to strengthen family life, and to care for 
widows and children of deceased members. 

The annual Adult Christmas Party will be held on 
Saturday, December 10th starting at 6:30 PM at the home 
of PGK Jeff Befumo and his wife Karen.  Please bring a 
dish, appetizer or dessert to share.  This gathering will 
also feature the White Elephant gift exchange ï please 
bring one or more gifts (serious or funny) to exchange 
marked as male, female or either.   

Youth 

The Directorôs objective for Youth activities 
is to provide opportunities for all youth to 
become personally involved and 
committed to programs for improvement of 
their physical, social, and moral development.  

There are no Youth activities scheduled in the next three 
months. 

Community 

The Directorôs objective for Community 
activities is to increase the councilôs 
awareness of its life within the community 
and to promote council as well as 
individual involvement in the community. 

ARC Home Christmas Lights 
Ascension Council members, their families, and friends  
are invited to participate in placing Christmas lights on the 
ARC of Greater Prince William home located at 5562 
Neddleton Avenue, in Dale City on December 10th at 9 
AM.  Please bring a string of lights to donate to the home, 
white or multi-colored would be appreciated.   

We also have two more ARC homes located at: 

13293 Packard Drive, 1.3 miles from church; and 4885 
Tobacco Way, 5.2 miles from church.  Any lights that you 
can donate to these homes would be appreciated too.  
Contact DD and PGK Bryan Roberts for more information.   

Pantry Bread Wrapping 
We are in need of continual help each Wednesday to 
wrap bread donated from Panera Bread.  Your work 
supports the Saturday food pantry.  PGK Jerry Michonski 
is the lead.  If you can support please contact 

jerryandgiulia.michonski@verizon.net (or select his name 
from the officer's list on the UKnight site).   

VDOT Road Cleanup 
The next VDOT cleanup will occur in the Spring.  Details 
will be announced in the next newsletter. 

 

DEGREE SCHEDULE 

The announced district degrees (1st and 2nd) 
and state degrees (3rd and 4th) scheduled for 
the new fraternal year are: 

3rd 12/03/2016 5561 Warrenton  11 AM 
1st  1/18/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 1/21/2017 367 Norfolk 11 AM 
2nd 1/24/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 1/28/2017 6292 Fairfax 11 AM 
1st 2/9/2017, Ascension, 9285, Manassas 7:30 PM 
1st  2/15/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 2/25/2017 15256 Ashburn 11 AM 
2nd 3/2/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 3/12/2017 2473 Arlington 11 AM 
1st 3/21/2017 SEAS, 8183 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 3/25/2017 7877 Stafford 11 AM 
4th 4/1/2017 Northern Virginia 11 AM 
3rd 4/8/2017 511 Hampton 11 AM 
1st 4/20/2017, Ascension, 9285, Manassas 7:30 PM 
3rd 4/29/2017 9953 Henrico 11 AM 
1st  5/3/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
2nd 5/16/2017 JP I, 7165 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 6/3/2017 6546 Richmond 11 AM 
1st 6/8/2017, Ascension, 9285, Manassas 7:30 PM 
1st 6/20/2017 SEAS, 8183 Woodbridge 7:30 PM 
3rd 6/24/2017 George Brent, 5332 Manassas 11 AM 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Steve Amato was recently named the honoree at 
Ascension Councilôs first degree in October. 
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THE HOLY ROSARY 

At Fatima, the Mother of God emphasized the vital 
importance of the daily recitation of the Rosary  This great 
Fatima devotion is joined indissolubly with those of the 
Five First Saturdays (which Our Lady instituted at 
Pontevedra, Spain in 1925) and the Seven Fatima 
Prayers that are traditionally associated with Her 
appearances. 

The Rosary has been treasured 
in the Church for many 
centuries. In a profound sense, it 
is a summary of the Christian 
Faith in language and prayers 
inspired by the Bible. Pope Pius 
X wrote that "among all the 
devotions approved by the 
Church, none has been favored 
by so many miracles as the 
devotion to the Most Holy 
Rosary." 

The Rosary traditionally is said to have originated with St. 
Dominic, a Spanish monk of the 13 Century who was the 
founder of the Order of Preachers (more commonly 
known as the Dominicans) and a mighty missionary 
against heresy. One night, as he was deep in prayer, Our 
Lady appeared to him, holding the Rosary in Her hand 
and said: "Be of good cheer, Dominic, the remedy for the 
evils which you lament will be meditation on the life, death 
and glory of My Son, uniting all with the recitation of the 
angelic salutation (Hail Mary) by which the mystery of 
redemption was announced to the world. This devotion, 
which you are to inculcate by your preaching, is a practice 
most dear to My Son and Me. The faithful will obtain by it 
innumerable advantages and shall always find Me ready 
to aid them in their wants. This is the precious gift which I 
leave to you and to your spiritual children." 

Over the centuries, inspired by the teachings of St. 
Dominic and his followers, especially the Blessed Alain de 
la Roche and St. Louis de Montfort, the Holy Rosary has 
become the most beloved and popular of all Catholic 
devotions. It has long been associated with innumerable 
miracles of faith and healing. 

Speaking of Our Lady's appearances at Fatima (where 
She identified Herself as "the Lady of the Rosary"), Frère 
Michel de la Sainte Trinité has written that "if She willed 
to appear at the Cova da Iria holding (the Rosary) in Her 
hand ... it was to show us that it is the surest means, 
because it is the easiest and the humblest, of winning Her 
Heart and obtaining Her graces." 

MEMBERSHIP 
ANNIVERSARIES 

The following Ascension Council 
knights will be celebrating their 
membership anniversaries in December or January 
(years as a knight shown): 

Gordon Tassi(45) 
Robert Salm(40) 

Michael Doheney(33) 
Gerald Moore(31) 

Anthony Bado,PGK(30) 
George Braun(29) 

William Hechmer, Jr.,PGK(29) 
Richard Rocha(29) 
Neil Pellegrino(28) 

Wallace Geiger, Jr.(24) 
Joseph Briganti(20) 

John Hon(20) 
John Cunha(19) 

Kenneth Henz(19) 
Emmanuel DeVera(17) 

Todd Ketch(17) 
Paul Hillenbrand(16) 

Patrick McKeown,PGK(16) 
William Miller,PGK(16) 

Salomon Carias(14) 
Lawrence Lanzillotta(14) 

Wayne Brown(13) 
Richard Crete,PGK(13) 

Ray Stearns(13) 
David Watjen(10) 

Joseph Fox,PGK(7) 
Peter Burr(6) 

Erik Rosado(6) 
Patrick Pierpoint(4) 

Joseph Brazil(3) 
Jason Terrell(3) 

Christopher Thibodeaux(3) 
Kevin Libby(2) 

 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 

The following families were recognized by the 
Grand Knight for their contributions to the council, 
parish and community. 

The Family of the Month for August was Joe and Karen 
Gerhart. 

The Family of the Month for September was Bob and 
Diane Richards. 
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FIELD AGENT 

Thom Harrington Wins National and Agency Awards 

 
Thom Harrington, FICF, of the Knights of Columbus has 
been awarded the Gold Certificate by the National 
Association of Fraternal Insurance Counselors (NAFIC).  
The National Association of Fraternal Insurance 
Counselors is a professional insurance association with 
over 2500 members in the United States and Canada.  

The Gold Production Award is given to those 
representatives who have earned a high level of sales 
based on at least 25 life insurance policies written, totaling 
$2 million or more.  ñThese awards go to fraternal field 
agents who have demonstrated excellence in serving 
their clients,ò said Anna Maenner, NAFIC Executive 
Secretary. 

Thom Harrington also earned Field Agent of the Month 
distinction in the Ulmer Agency for the month of August. 

LTC Is an Important Piece of the Puzzle  
November was Long Term Care (LTC) Awareness Month.  
Letôs focus on the importance of having a plan.  After all, 
we all have a long term care plan, we just may not 
understand how, or if, the plan will take care of our long 
term care needs. 

There are many financial consultants and retirement 
authorities who emphasize the need for a long-term care 
(LTC) product for estate preservation and family 
protection. While many commercial life insurance 
companies have gotten out of the long-term care 
business, the Knights of Columbus considers LTC a very 
important piece of the family protection puzzle. The Order 
has been actively offering our members this product for 
over 15 years without a premium increase on current 
policyholders. Members who wisely purchased an LTC 
plan from the Knights in 2000 are still paying the same 
premiums today. Even better, our LTC coverage is 
backed by the full strength of the Order, which remains 
rooted in our strong Catholic values. Talk about stability 
when it counts.  

If we have not spoken about your need for LTC coverage 
in your family portfolio, please take some time out of your 
schedule to meet with me.  

Remember, long-term care policies are underwritten 
based on your health, and you most likely will never be 
any healthier than you are today.  

Protecting Widows ï A Founding Goal 

As a member of this council, you know how important 
spouses can be to the charitable works of the Order. If 
youôre married, your wife is probably involved in a few of 
the many events that happen each fraternal year. This 
support adds great value and impact to what a council can 
achieve.  

When the Order was founded in 1882, Father Michael J. 
McGivney and the other brave men were setting out to 
protect Catholic families, but especially wives and 
children. Today, we remain committed to this mission by 
offering insurance products and fraternal benefits 
designed with that goal in mind. One specific policy rider 
that you may not know about is called Spousal Waiver of 
Premium. This rider is unique to the Knights of Columbus 
philosophy of helping our widows.  

This rider is available on most permanent and Discoverer 
plans purchased at standard rates by a member and his 
wife on the same day. When both spouses apply, the rider 
provides for waiver of premiums on the spouseôs contract 
in the event of the insuredôs death. Best of all, for 
members and spouses ages 18 to 60, this waiver can be 
added for no charge. The rider stays in effect until the 
spouse attains age 65 or certain other triggering events 
occur.  

Our products are designed with your needs and budget in 
mind. With a solid portfolio of life insurance, long-term 
care, disability income and retirement products, the 
Knights of Columbus can help you meet all of your 
financial goals. To learn more about these solutions, 
contact me today.  

See and share more on this and other topics by ñLikingò 
my Facebook page: 

Thomas-Harrington-Knights-of-Columbus-Insurance-
1185581764801211. 

     

Field Agent  
Thom Harrington 
703-810-3200 
www.ThomHarrington.com   Thomas.Harrington@kofc.org 

 

 

 

http://www.thomharrington.com/
mailto:Thomas.Harrington@kofc.org
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KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 

The following Knights were recognized by the 
Grand Knight for their contributions to the 
council, parish and community: 

The Knight of the Month for August was Bill Klug. 

The Knight of the Month for September was Joe Gerhart. 

 

The Knight of the Month for October was Thom 
Harrington. 

 

 

EDITORôS CORNER 

Welcome to our latest newsletter.  
Thank you for all the submissions.  Due 
to a lack of inputs and some 
international travel by yours truly, there 
was no newsletter published in October or November.  
Hopefully this issue will get everyone caught back up with 
our activities.  Even this issue is being put together with a 
dearth of inputs. 

Our Facebook page is still active and is located at 
http://www.Facebook.com/council9285. There is new 

interest and excitement being generated ï please visit the 
page and be part of the ñbuzzò! 

If you supply pictures to any of our websites, please send 
me separately any that especially summarize the event 
and should be considered for the newsletter.  As a 
participant in the event, you know this better than I could 
surmise scanning multiple unlabeled website photos.  

We now have a new website on UKnight with both public 
and private (member password access) areas.  You can 
reach it at AscensionCouncil9285.org.  We will keep the 
most up to date calendar here.  Also, once an event has 
a chair assigned, you can easily contact him from the 
website calendar to volunteer or to ask a question.  The 
event chair then has the ability to setup a list of those 
volunteering and communicate with that group directly 
through the website. 

Minutes from meetings are now being solely posted on 
our website with an email notification to all members when 
the minutes are posted. 

The other capability that UKnight provides is the ability to 
send emails to all members.  If you have an email to send 
to everyone in the council or specific subsets such as all 
2nd Degree Knight, please send the email to our Grand 
Knight or Deputy Grand Knight who will then send it out 
from UKnight. 

I would like all future newsletter inputs no later than the 
Saturday AFTER the special planning meeting for the 
month. For the February-March 2017 issue I will need 
articles by Saturday, January 28th.  Please mark these 
dates on your calendar and plan ahead to meet these 
deadlines. 

The softcopy file of this newsletter, koc1216.pdf, will be 
posted on our council UKnight website.  Please email me 
at voyagerjoe@verizon.net with your contributions. 

Disclaimer: the views and opinions in this newsletter do 
not necessarily reflect those of the KOC. 

Editor  
Joe Marshall 
voyagerjoe@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/council9285
http://www.kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/index.asp?CNO=9285
mailto:voyagerjoe@verizon.net
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Ascension Council 9285, 2016-7 Fraternal Year Positions 
Position Name Phone E-mail 

Chaplain Father Mike Bazan 590.0030 MJBazan@comcast.net 

Grand Knight Jack Kapp 303.7126 JKapp3@verizon.net 

Deputy Grand Knight Bill Klug 367-0503 WJClue@gmail.com 

Program Director Bill Klug 367-0503 WJClue@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary Jeff Befumo, PGK 791.6748 JBefumo@hotmail.com 

Recorder  Carl Birchard 794.0529 CarlBirchard@gmail.com 

Lecturer Nick Pellegrino 590-0827 RC13DCVFD@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Joe Gerhart 730-2323 Joe@Gerhartinc.com 

Chancellor  Joe Nanitomi 966-3859 JNanitome@gmail.com 

Advocate  Rick Johnson, PGK 791.2002 Stump.a10@verizon.net 

Warden Mark Noblitt 791-7730 Mark.Noblit@TetraTech.com 

Inside Guard   Steve Amato 670-3927 MSAmato@verizon.net 

Outside Guard Andrew Gibbons   

 Jeff Limjoco 794-8344 Jeff@LimjocoLaw.com 

3 Year Trustee  Lee Bennett 590.5025 LBennett39@gmail.com 

2 Year Trustee  Patrick McKeown, PGK 791.6050 McKeowPD@yahoo.com 

1 Year Trustee Joe Fox, PGK 202.641.1882 JFoxHQ@yahoo.com 
    

ARC Home  Bryan Roberts, PGK 732.0165 BryanR_Excalibur@verizon.net 

Church Director Carl Birchard 794.0529 CarlBirchard@gmail.com 

Communications Steve Amato 670-3927 MSAmato@verizon.net 

Community Director    

Council Director    

Culture of Life Chair     

Degree Team Leader Andy Baronavski, PGK 791.6420 Andy.Baronavski@verizon.net 

Donut Duty Bill Klug 367-0503 WJClue@gmail.com 

Family Director  Peter Burr 791-4006 BurrZoo@aol.com 

Golf Chairman Joe Gerhart 730-2323 Joe@Gerhartinc.com 

Gumbo Night Patrick McKeown, PGK 791.6050 McKeowPD@yahoo.com 

KCIC Chairman Lee Bennett 590.5025 LBennett39@gmail.com 

KOVAR Chairman  John Damato 583.2628 JackRex@verizon.net 

Membership Director  Jerry Michonski, PGK 791-3148 JerryandGiulia.Michonski@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Joe Marshall 791.4119 VoyagerJoe@verizon.net 

Oktoberfest Chairman Bob Richard 794.9118 Bob.Richard@comcast.net 

Pancake Breakfast Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK 794.8413 ThomasZB@comcast.net 

PGK Dinner Patrick McKeown, PGK 791.6050 McKeowPD@yahoo.com 

Retention Director     

Roses For Life Jack Kapp 303.7126 JKapp3@verizon.net 

Sub Sales Chairman  Rick Johnson, PGK 791.2002 Stump.a10@verizon.net 

 Patrick McKeown, PGK 791.6050 McKeowPD@yahoo.com 

Super Bowl Raffle Jack Kapp 303.7126 JKapp3@verizon.net 

VDOT Road Cleanup Tom Zum Brunnen, PGK 794.8413 ThomasZB@comcast.net 

Website Webmaster Joe Marshall 791.4119 VoyagerJoe@verizon.net 

Wives Appreciation Rick Johnson, PGK 791.2002 Stump.a10@verizon.net 

Year End Picnic Tony Bado, PGK 670.2681 ynoTadoB@aol.com 

Youth Director & CYO John Damato 583.2628 JackRex@verizon.net 

 Joe Gerhart 730-2323 Joe@Gerhartinc.com 

 Patrick McKeown, PGK 791.6050 McKeowPD@yahoo.com 
    

District Deputy Bryan Roberts, PGK 732.0165 BryanR_Excalibur@verizon.net 

District Warden Guillermo Giandoni  GiandoniG@aol.com 

KOC Field Agent Thom Harrington 810.3200 Thomas.Harrington@kofc.org 

mailto:McKeowPD@yahoo.com
mailto:BryanR_Excalibur@verizon.net
mailto:WJClue@gmail.com
mailto:BurrZoo@aol.com
mailto:Joe@Gerhartinc.com
mailto:McKeowPD@yahoo.com
mailto:oyagerJoe@comcast.net
mailto:ynoTadoB@aol.com
mailto:Joe@Gerhartinc.com
mailto:BryanR_Excalibur@verizon.net
mailto:GiandoniG@aol.com
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Knights of Columbus

12975 Purcell Road

Manassas, VA      20112

____________________

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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