
COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers’ Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Wednesday  7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, November 7
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

NOVEMBER
2018

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COMING EVENTS

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, November 14

October 27 & 28 - Membership Blitz
  Sacred Heart Church and
  St. Joseph Church
  after all Masses
November 7- Officers’ and
  Gambling Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
November 7 - Fourth Degree
  Meger’s Annual
  Food Shelf Benefit Social
  Brick-Meger Funeral Home
  Reception Center 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
November 11 - Benefit Breakfast
  St. Mary’s School
  8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
  for St. Mary’s Home/School Assn.
November 12 - Building Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
November 14 - General Meeting
  KC Hall
  Program - 7:30 p.m.
November 15- KC Memorial Mass
  St. Joseph Church
  Rosary - 6:30 p.m.  Mass - 7:00 p.m.
November 17 - Major Degree
  Owatonna KC Hall
  First Degree - 9:30 a.m.
  Second & Third Degree - 11:00 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE CLUB
Serving BLTs and potato salad every

Tuesday in November
5:45 - 6:45 p.m. in the Lounge.

Program - 7:30 p.m.
Our speaker will be a representative from the

Salvation Army.
BENEFIT BREAKFAST

Benefiting the
St. Mary’s Home/School Assoc.

Sunday, November 11, 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
at St. Mary’s School

$6.50 Advance, $7.00 At the door, Free under 6
All are welcome!

Featuring the delicious
KC Country Breakfasts & KC three egg omelets.

“KC Omelet Breakfasts”
  The Twins omelet -  ham & cheese
  The Viking omelet -  ham & cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  The Wild omelet  -  cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  Each served with pancakes or French Toast,
   milk and coffee

“KC Country Breakfast”
Pancakes or French toast; ham or sausage,
eggs - scrambled or fried-to-order, milk, & coffee

All with table service - delicious food served
hot from the grill to your table.

MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL CHALLENGE

Monday, September 10 - December 17
weekly winners receive a large Heggies pizza,

a bucket of  Coors Lite beer, and Coors Lite prizes.
Year-end winners receive: 1st - $100,

2nd - $50, & 3rd - $25
Tacos - 2 for $3.50 served 6:30 p.m. thru half-time.
Happy hour prices and free peanuts during game.
$1.50 Coors Lite tap beer with purchase of glass.

KC MEMORIAL MASS
In Memory of:

All Brother Knights and families are
encouraged to attend.

St. Joseph Church - Thursday, November 15
6:30 p.m. - Rosary    7:00 p.m. - Mass

November 11
December 2

January 13

January 27
February 10

February 24
March 17
April 14

May 5

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BENEFIT BREAKFAST SCHEDULE

2018-2019
St. Mary’s Home/School Assoc.
KC Benefit Breakfast Holiday
Extravaganza
Special Olympics & Advocates for
Developmental Disabilities
St. Mary’s Open House
KC Valentine Breakfast &
Relay For Life
Steele County 4-H Purple Ribbon Club
St. Mary’s Music Boosters
St. Vincent DePaul Society &
Hospitality House
Owatonna Clay Target Team

KC Lounge opens at 11:30 a.m. for all 12:00 p.m. Sunday Minnesota Vikings games.

David Dombrock
Myron Homuth

Alphonso Langer
Harlan Mussman
Raymond Pirkl
Roger Soukup

Saturday, November 17
Owatonna KC Hall

First Degree Exemplification - 9:30 a.m.
Second & Third Degree

Exemplification - 11:00 a.m.
Candidates please be at the Hall at 9:00 a.m.

ASK A FRIEND TO JOIN!

MAJOR DEGREE
EXEMPLIFICATION

BAR TRIVIA
Get your team of one to four together to play trivia,
starting Saturday, November 17, at the KC Hall at
4:00 p.m. Weekly winners receive a $25.00 bar tab.



Grand Knight’s Message by Dan Sawyer

Brother Knights of Council #945,
As we enter November, we are already 1/3 of the way through our
Fraternal Year and, in keeping with our upcoming holiday, reflecting
on the last four months, we have a lot to be thankful for.
We have been blessed with people and talents in the organization
that have allowed us to perform a lot of wonderful charitable work so
far, with much more to come this year. Our Brother Knights have
recognized needs in our community and responded to calls for help
from our Members, Church, and Community.
I recently heard a talk about Generation Z (the generation after the
Millenials) as this younger generation goes to work and starts to
become involved as adults. One thing that was noted was that this
generation takes it for granted that people will have a “side hussle,”
which despite the sound, isn’t a bad thing. It means most of this
younger generation have something they do besides their main job.
Regardless of which generation they come from, this applies to our
Brother Knights. I continue to be amazed at how some of our most
involved Knights also volunteer in other ways in our Church and
Community.  They have been involved in the School Board, Isaak
Walton League, Serra Club, St. Vincent DePaul, Habitat for
Humanity, Church Finance Councils, Boy Scouts, Scholarship
Fundraisers, Sports Associations, Faith Formation, and Religious
Education Programs, just to name a few. During our October General
Meeting, we heard from Brother Knight Pete Connor, who helped
found and continues on the board of the Hospitality House. It was
enlightening and touching to hear how the Hospitality House has
helped homeless men of our town and has been a model of how
helping homeless can be done effectively.
Our Brother Knights hear God’s call to service of others, answer the
call, and continue to do more. Looking forward to the next big event
for our Council when we challenge other service clubs in Owatonna
to help Salvation Army make 2018 their best Owatonna kettle drive
ever.  Brother Knights, continue to “answer the bell,” hear and
respond to God’s calling to help us serve others! I know I’m not the
only one, but know I am truly proud and thankful for all you do in
service to others!
Vivat Jesus!

Membership by LaVerne Klecker

Aid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

Les Abraham, Dan Bauer, Julie Bauer, John Berning, Ted Blockey,
Bruce Born, Barb Claeys, Mark Cunningham, Margaret Deml,
Jack Dillemuth, Marilyn Dillemuth, Lois Doyle, Dave Fandel, Jan Fandel,
Jim Gleason, Terri Grose, Otto Havelka, Rose Hoffman, Lorraine Jirele,
Harlan Kern,  Tom Kingsley, Jim Klecker, Larry Klocek, Marlys Knight,
Jeff Kramer, Bev Macht, Gil Mamer, Mary Mamer,
Msgr. James McCauley, Mary Meixner, Suzanne Miedema,
Father Ed Mountain, Dorothy Mulert, Darlene Mumm, Willard Peterson,
Karen Pirkl, Kevin Raney, Steve Roden, Paul Schneider, Ivan Snorek,
Jeanine Snyder, Duane Spindler,Barb Strand, Dick Thamert,
Garrett Thigpen, Mary Lou Thurnau,  Joe Wagner, Eric Wandersee,
Gary Wandrey, Jerry Weber, Jim Wiggins, Irene Wierzbinski,
Jim Wierzbinski, Shirley Wierzbinski, Steve Wiese, and Tim Ziemke.
IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individual and
their families:
Brother Knight Myron Homuth passed away on May 14.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured,
please call Greg Nelson at  (507) 676-1748.

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our
sick or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and
their families.  Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:

Benefits Corner by Ben Schleicher

If you have KC insurance questions or needs, contact Ben
Schleicher. Here is his contact information.
Ben Schleicher, General Agent
Phone: 507-822-7173
E-mail: ben.schleicher@kofc.org

Chaplain’s Message by Rev. James Starasinich

We are planning on having a membership blitz on October 27 and 28
at both parishes. If anyone is interested in helping at the membership
blitz, please contact me.
We are having a Major Degree Exemplification on Saturday,
November 17, at the KC Hall in Owatonna. All First Degree candidates
please be at the Hall by 9:00 a.m. Anyone who knows of someone who
would like to join, and is  just waiting to be asked, let me know and I
will help you get them signed up. All First Degree members, this is an
opportunity to become a Third Degree member.
We are having a First Degree Exemplification on Monday, December 3
at the KC Hall in Owatonna. New candidates please be at the Hall at
6:30 p.m.
The members in the KCs who are involved in our projects have a lot
of enthusiasm and enjoy the projects that they participate in. We need
to continue to sign up new members to provide us with new ideas for
projects that we could bring into our Council. The publication rack at
the club also has Form 100s and information brochures. New members
are important to our Council.  Don’t wait any longer, call and visit
your prospective member today. Explain our Council’s
accomplishments and invite them to join us, they will thank you.
Any members who have not paid their dues for the past year, please
get them paid. We need the money from our dues to make ends meet
for our Council expenses.
If you have any questions, please call me at (507) 451-4102 or my cell
phone (507) 456-6738.

The four seasons are a blessing for us as they reflect the reality of
life.  Spring reminds us of the beginning of life.  Summer recalls the
years of an active life – working, raising a family, and enjoying the
many blessings that God grants us during those years.  Autumn
reminds us of a slowed-down pace and retirement.  Winter brings
us to reflect on our lives and on the promise that faith gives us.  It
returns to spring and the all-important Feast of all Feasts – the
Resurrection of Jesus!  The gift of faith in Christ our Savior
reassures us that we all have to pass through these seasons of life
in order to reach the gift of eternal life.
During this month of November, let us be thankful for the many
blessings we have received.  I know that there are many people
who are grateful for all that the Knights of Columbus have done
for our local communities down the years since Fr. McGivney’s
days.  It is what the Church has always fostered through God’s
grace, allowing us to be his instruments especially with the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  “And remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to
receive.'” (Acts 20:35) We know from our experience that Jesus’
words are true.  We have lived them and continue to live them.  Let
us be thankful that we have been called to serve one another.  It is
a great blessing.  May this Thanksgiving be filled with God’s love
around your family tables, offering the Good Lord our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving!



KC FAMILY GOLF OUTING & PICNIC - September 15

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMORIAL MASS - November 15
The Owatonna Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass will be held on Thursday, November 15, at St. Joseph Church. The liturgy will begin
at 7:00 p.m., with Worthy Chaplain Fr. James Starasinich as celebrant. There will be a rosary prior to the Mass beginning at 6:30 p.m.
The Memorial Mass is held each November and serves as a remembrance of those Knights who passed away since the previous year’s
Memorial Mass. Those Knights are:

Everyone is invited to join the families of these Brother Knights as their memory is celebrated in this annual tradition.
Music will be provided by the Knights of Columbus Chorus under the direction of Stephen Nelson. A Fourth Degree honor guard
will assist with the ceremony.
Reception  after Mass at the Joseph Hall.

David Dombrock Harlan Mussman
Myron Homuth Raymond Pirkl
Alphonso Langer Roger Soukup

BREAKFAST SEASON HAS BEGUN

Yes it has! On September 23, 331 people enjoyed a fine breakfast to
benefit the Serra Club. The newly remolded kitchen worked out very
well. The menu remains the same with choices of ham or sausage,
omelets or scrambled eggs, pancakes or French toast. Whatever you
choose, it’s bound to be good. And, of course, the fine service of
delivering your breakfast right to your table is also continued this
year.
Thanks to all the workers at the event – Saturday Prep:  Brian
Carlson, Tony David, Mike Jensen, LaVerne Klecker, Al Nelson,
Lyle Snider, Walt Spindler, Matt Thurnau, Earl Wheeler, and Ron
Wolf.  Sunday Breakfast: Pat Baldwin, Brian Carlson, Tim Chicos,
Steve Fisher, Kevin Gallagher, Tom Gebur, Jeff Hall, Lee Jardine,
Paul Jardine, Mark Kearin, Dennis Kelm, LaVerne Klecker, Terry
Kuck, Izzy Leonard, Reegan Lindholm, Al Nelson, Tony Nguyen,
Dave Pfeifer, Ethan Pieper, Will Pieper family, Greg Robillard, Dan
Sawyer, Jerome Spindler, Curt Supalla, Eric Tucker, Jeff Vortherms,
Rick Wittrock, Dan Wolfe, and Dave Wunderlich.

The next breakfast was Oct. 14 to benefit the Religious Education
Program (REP), which involves classes and other activities for those
students attending public schools. Support to this program is very
important and many did just that by attending the event. The total
count was 389 meals served.
Thanks to all the workers at this event – Saturday Prep:  Tim Chicos,
Tony David, Mike Jensen, LaVerne Klecker, Al Nelson, Tim Rice,
Lyle Snider, Jerome Spindler, Walt Spindler, Matt Thurnau, Earl
Wheeler, Ray Willmott, and Ron Wolf.  Sunday Breakfast:  Pat
Baldwin, Steve Fisher, Kevin Gallagher, Tom Gebur, Richard
Gerdts, Steve and Karen Graff, Roger Green, Vince Guggisberg, Jeff
Hall, Ron Heim, Lee and Paul Jardine, Dennis Kelm, LaVerne
Klecker, Terry Kuck, Chris Laughlin, Ben and Hannah
Lempianinen, Al Nelson, Tony Nguyen, Dave Pfeifer, Greg
Robillard, Dan Sawyer, Troy Titus, Eric Tucker, Rick Wittrock, Dan
Wolfe, and Dave Wunderlich. And a special thanks to Izzy Leonard.
By the way, the Saturday prep crew could use a couple more fellows
to help out. The work begins about 7:00 a.m. and we’re usually done
around 9:30 a.m. A couple cases of eggs need to be cracked – some
ham, peppers and onions diced – and the dining tables set for the
first round of customers. The workers have a nice breakfast as
‘payment for a job well done’. Please contact Tim Rice (451-3606) or
Matt Thurnau (455-1769) to get on the list to receive ‘reminder
emails’ a few days prior to each breakfast.
The next breakfast is scheduled for November 11. It will benefit the
St. Mary’s Home/School Association. Please consider attending to
show your support – and enjoy a great meal as well.

On a warm, sunny September afternoon, almost 60 golfers descended upon Brooktree Golf Club in
Owatonna for our 2nd Annual KC Golf Outing and Family Picnic. The 15 teams of golfers enjoyed the
warm mid-September weather as they competed for lowest score in each of the three flights, as well
as various on-course contests. Following golf, everyone gathered at Dartts Park pavilion for a great
BBQ meal, rewarding of the various winners and drawing of door prizes. A great time was had by all
in attendance and we hope more interested golfers will join us next year and expand the number of
teams. A big thank you goes out to all who attended to make this a fun event and special thank you
to John Kniefel, Paul Trautman, Jeff Vortherms, and Dan Wolfe, who co-chaired the event, as well as
Kathy Wolfe who helped prepare the meal. We hope to see many of you join us for next year’s
outing on September 14, 2019.

The Will Pieper family and
friends help at many of the
breakfasts.



CUT FOOT SIOUX FISHING TRIP
We went – we fished – we caught . . .  not quite as many as we had hoped, but it was good anyway. Had a
nice fish fry and brought a few home. Thanks to Mark at the Hall for furnishing a scrumptious Smoked Pork
Chop dinner for over 30 attendees.
Mother Nature provided us with a very nice show all week – the leaves turning glorious colors, eagles and
swans flying overhead – a little coolness, a bit of frost, and a thin layer of snow one morning.
The one-day fishing contest was a bit damp and gloomy, but didn’t keep the guys from giving the fish a
chance to ‘make my day’. The aquatic creatures weren’t real cooperative, but a fair number of decent fish

were entered into the contest. The Bob Seykora cabin grabbed four of the six prizes with 1st and 2nd entries in the Walleye and Crappie
sections. The number one Northern was caught by a relative of Ron Kjos – second place went to Philip Spindler.
Some pictures of other accomplishments are displayed below.

COUNCIL 945
DISTRIBUTES BIBLES

Council 945 once again provided bibles to the 4th
graders in the REP program through the parishes of
Sacred Heart and St. Joseph. The bibles were blessed by
Father Starasinich before they were distributed to the
children. Father Starasinich shared some great stories
with the children as they read the bible. Father
recommended that they start with the Gospels which
were written about Jesus. It was great to see the smiles
on the faces of the participants as they received their
gift from the men of Council 945.

Chaplain Starasinich encouraged us to join more than 1,200 sites across the
US in marching and praying the Rosary. Parishoners marched around the
block by St. Joseph Church, led in prayer by Brother Knight Pete Connor.

ROSARY COAST TO COAST
US NATIONAL ROSARY RALLY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

AMERICA NEEDS FATIMA
ROSARY RALLY

The Msgr. Henry Speck Fourth Degree Honor Guard from left to right: Ray Willmott,
Dave Lax, and LaVerne Klecker

The America Needs Fatima Rosary Rally was held Saturday, October 13th,
at 1:00 p.m. The Rally was set up by Steve Dornquast and led by Deacon
Pat Fagan. The Fourth Degree Honor Guard was present with
representation from all parishes of the Council. A thank you to all who
attended, and a special thank you to all who helped with set-up to make it a
success.



2018-19 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: ................................... Fr. James Starasinich
Grand Knight: ............. Dan Sawyer (612) 840-6608
Deputy Grand Knight: .............................. Tom Jirele
Chancellor: ................................................ Lee Jardine
Advocate: ............................................................. Open
Warden: ................................................................ Open
Inside Guard: ...................................... Eric Wandersee
Outside Guard: ........................................... Rich Gerdts
Financial Secretary: ..................... Dan Wolfe (PGK)
Treasurer: ............................................... Tom Eichten
Recorder: .................................................. Greg Nelson
Trustee (3 year): ..............................  PGK Dave Lax
Trustee (2 year): ........................  PGK Gary Sanford
Trustee (1 year): ......................... PGK Nic Matejcek

Directors and Chairmen
Program Director: ....................... Tom Jirele (DGK)
Membership Director: ....... LaVerne Klecker (PGK)
Adv/Publicity Director: ............... Dan Wolfe (PGK)
Aid & Assistance: ...................................  Greg Nelson
KC Chorus Director .......................... Stephen Nelson
Building Director ...................................... Tom Elbert
Director of  Faith Activities: ....... Dave Lax (PGK)
Director of Family Activities ............................ Open
Dir. of  Life Activities: ........... Nic Matejcek (PGK)
Dir. of  Community Activities: ......................... Open
Gambling Manager: ...............................  Terry Evans
District Deputy: ....................... Gary Sanford (PGK)
KC Hall Manager: ..........  Mark Cunningham (PGK)
General Agent: .................................... Ben Schleicher

This month we honor long-time member Knight
Paul Trautman as our Knight of the Month.
Paul joined our Council in November 1991 at
the urging of his neighbor, Tom Klecker, and
soon became a Third Degree member.
Paul grew up in Lake Benton, Minnesota near
the South Dakota border. Following graduation
from high school, Paul attended South Dakota
State University in Brookings, South Dakota,
where he earned a degree in Agribusiness. It
was also where he met his future wife Mary.
After college, Paul spent 42 years working with
farmers in sales management in the ag
business. He officially retired in 2014 but still
does some consulting work for his previous
employer.
Paul and Mary moved to Owatonna in 1977
and are members of St. Joseph’s parish. They
raised three children, Jennifer, Christopher, and
Daniel who all live in and around the Twin
Cities, along with their five grandchildren. Paul

says he enjoys playing golf, hunting, and fishing, in addition to spending time with
his grandchildren.  He also considers himself an accomplished gardener.
Paul has been involved in a number of Council activities, including Smokin’ in
Steele, Tootsie Roll Drive, and Bell Ringing. He has been a participant in the annual
KC fishing trip for many years and  has helped coordinate the  KC golf outing the
past 2 years. We thank Paul for his many years of service to our KC Council and
congratulate him on being named as our Knight of the Month.

HELP WANTED
Seeking Council Officers for this Fraternal Year, Family and
Community Director roles, along with Warden and Advocate,
Knights Visiting Knights, and Tootsie Roll Drive, please contact
Dan Sawyer at (612) 840-6608.

FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION -
OCTOBER 27

The Fourth Degree Fall Exemplification will be held in Lino
Lakes, Minnesota, on October 26 and 27.  If you would be
interested in joining the Fourth Degree please contact Duane
Ludewig at (507) 676-4709.

Know someone who is too busy to join right now? Introduce them to Online Membership.  Become an online member now and decide to
join the Council later through an exemplification.  Share with men of our parishes. Learn more at KofC.org/JoinUs.

MEMBERSHIP BLITZ

TRICK-OR-TREAT TRAIL
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Manthey Park
We will be needing help at a booth
at the Trick-or-Treat Trail. For
questions or to volunteer,  please
call 612-840-6608.

IT’S THE END OF
FOOTBALL BOARD

 PROHIBITION
Stop past the Club and purchase a spot
on a newly legalized football board.
Boards will be available for all regular
season Minnesota Viking games.

Paul Trautman

October 27 and 28
Sacred Heart & St. Joseph Church after all Masses

COATS FOR KIDS
Thursday, November 8 - 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Clothesline
4216, 155 Oakdale St, Owatonna, MN 55060

Contact Dan Sawyer at (612) 840-6608 for more information.

CHUBB’S BREW-BQ
Saturday, October 13

Council #945 donated $250 as a Gold Sponsor.  Funds
raised for the Juan Villareal, Jr. (Chubb) Memorial
Fund will be used in support of  We All Play
Owatonna, an Owatonna Miracle League and all-
inclusive playfield planned at Manthey Park for
citizens with physical challenges.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives.
For the winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness.
For the hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life.
For summer time, full of warmth and colour
And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth.
You are always with us.

MUCK & TRACY MUSIC TRIVIA
Saturday, Nov. 10, -  4:00 p.m.

KC Hall
Brought to you by Muck & Tracy. The team of
one to four contestants who score the highest,
receives a $25.00 bar tab.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Benefit Breakfast
for St. Mary’s Home/School Assoc.

Sunday, November 11   8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s School

Major Degree Exemplification
Saturday, November 17

KC Hall - First Degree - 9:30 a.m.
Second and Third Degree - 11:00 a.m.

Candidates please be at the Hall at 9:00 a.m.


