
COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall
rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday  7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, November 7
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.

October  31 - Halloween Party
  St. Mary’s School - 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
November 3 - KC Memorial Mass
  St. Joseph Church
  Rosary - 7:30 a.m.  Mass - 8:00 a.m.
November 7 - Officers’ Meeting
  and Gambling
  KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
November 11 - Benefit Breakfast
  St. Mary’s School
  8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
  for St. Mary’s Home &
  School Association
November 12 - Building Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
November 14 - General Meeting
  7:30 p.m. - Program
November 15 - Meger Annual
  Food Shelf Benefit Social
  Brick - Meger Funeral Home,
  reception center 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
November 24 - Major Degree
  Owatonna KC Hall
  First Degree - 9:30 a.m.
  Second & Third Degree - 11:00 a.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

GENERAL MEETING

NOVEMBER
2012

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, November 14
KC Hall

Program - 7:30 p.m.
Our speaker will be Joann Fagan who will

speak about the SERRA Club.

Read The Key and Drinks Are On Us!
We will be hiding 6 KC membership numbers
someplace in the newsletter. Find your number
and collect two free drinks at the KC Club Room.
Simply present your membership card and show
the bartender your number in The Key. There is a
copy of The Key posted on the bulletin board.
You will receive two complimentary drinks.
Winners’ names will be published in the next
edition of  The Key.

BENEFIT BREAKFAST
St. Mary’s Home & School Assn.
Sunday, November 11, 8:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

at St. Mary’s School
$6.00 Advance, $6.50 at the door

Kids under six eat free
All are welcome!

“KC Omelet Breakfasts”
  The Twins omelet -  ham & cheese
  The Viking omelet -  ham & cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  The Wild omelet  -  cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  Each served with pancakes or French Toast,
   milk and coffee

“KC Country Breakfast”
Pancakes or French toast; ham or sausage,
eggs - scrambled or fried-to-order, milk, & coffee

All with table service - delicious food served
hot from the grill to your table.

KIDS’ HALLOWEEN PARTY
Wednesday, Oct. 31, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

St. Mary’s School

Saturday, November 24
First Degree Exemplification

Owatonna KC Hall
Time:  9:30 a.m.

Second & Third Degree Exemplification
Time: 11:00 a.m.

New members be at the Hall at 9:00 a.m.
ASK A FRIEND TO JOIN!

MAJOR DEGREE

9th ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF
February 2, 2013    4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

National Guard Armory
2323 West Bridge   Owatonna, MN

Free chili dogs at the KC Lounge after every home
football game.

HUSKIES FOOTBALL

KC MEMORIAL MASS
In Memory of:

Francis E. Conley Jr.
Dr. Adrian J. Floersch

Eugene J. Gallea
Linden R. Gross

Richard D. Haberman
Francis P. (Duke) Randall

All Brother Knights and families are
encouraged to attend.

St. Joseph Church - Saturday, November 3
7:30 a.m. - Rosary    8:00 a.m. - Mass

RICHARD ROHWER CHRISTMAS PARTY
For special people with developmental disabilities.

Wednesday, December 5 -  6:30 p.m.
SeniorPlace

Contact Russ Bowar, 451-1778, if you can help.

Monday Night Football Challenge
Every Monday starting Sept.10 thru Dec.17,

weekly winners receive a large Heggies pizza,
a bucket of  Coors Lite beer, and Coors Lite prizes.

Year-end winners receive: 1st - $100,
2nd - $50, & 3rd - $25

Tacos - 2 for $3.50 served 6:30 p.m. thru half-time.
Happy hour prices and free peanuts during game.
$1.50 Coors Lite tap beer with purchase of glass.



Grand Knight’s Message by Wade Schroeder

In this Year of Faith, the work of the Knights of Columbus to
promote understanding of the Catholic faith has been and continues
to be valuable. I think we need to be equally clear about civics. In
the various controversies running up to the election there is a
concerted effort to isolate faith from politics. We can see that in the
language of some politicians who are Catholic and oppose abortion,
but are unwilling to impose their religious views on others. That
presumes that abortion is a religious issue in the same way that a
Catholic politician would declare support for the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy and not want to enshrine them in law, which
would be quite correct. I think all would agree that the practice of
our faith or any religion should not be required or favored in law. But
that does not mean that our faith or religion in general does not have
something to say about law and public policy which is in itself not
simply religious or about our faith. I am personally opposed to theft,
and I expect any reasonable person would agree that theft should be
illegal and not simply because it is in the Bible and church moral
teaching. Even the thief would not want to be a victim of theft, and
we can presume that even the pro abortion person is glad they
survived the womb!  1312028
These are tough and emotional issues. The right to life of one is
pitted against the right to life of another. Many seek to transform
marriage from a fundamental cultural institution anchoring the family
to a right of free association. We need to continue to speak to these
with conviction and with the kindness and mercy of God.
So what is the civil role of religion? May we be as familiar without
founding civil documents and legal tradition as we seek to be as a
Catholic about the Sacred Scriptures, the patristic writings, the
councils, the catechism and the traditions of our faith. So we can
recall that the Declaration of Independence acknowledged that our
basic rights, by consensus among the Colonies declaring their
independence of the British Crown, life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness come from the Creator. The ratification of the Constitution
was agreed to by the states with the promise of a Bill of Rights, the
first ten amendments to the Constitution - and the first freedom
guaranteed is the freedom of religion. Note the importance of a
preposition: “of” religion, not freedom from religion, against which
Congress is to make no law. Reading the Federalist Papers helps us
understand the importance of religion and the growth of tolerance in
the revolutionary period. Contrast that with the violence and anti
religious spirit of the French Revolution.
Unfortunately, in my opinion, the catchy phrase of  Thomas
Jefferson, “wall of separation” between church and state, it seems to
me, colors the current interpretation of religious freedom to relegate
religion to the margins of private choice along with an emerging
intolerance of the way in which religion has a formative role in the
culture that supports the state. Dismissing the Ten Commandments
from parks and courtrooms will tend to support a legal system and a
culture that is militantly secular and increasingly intolerant of
religious diversity. Thus Catholic hospitals and institutions will be
tolerated as long as they follow the prevailing social and legal norms
which may, and in some cases now, do restrict religious freedom.
We do not live in a democracy, we are a republic with democratic
institutions. A republic is limited government. Our faith and every
faith has prospered in the constitutional, legal, political, and civil
traditions established in our founding as a nation. I think we are
seeing some erosion of that in an atmosphere of political correctness
that mirrors the excesses of mob rule. We certainly live in
challenging times. Read the Declaration of Independence. Read the
Constitution and its amendments. Read the Federalist Papers.
Reflect on the fonts of law and good government.

From the bright reds, golden yellows and muted shades of green and
brown of the trees to the glistening crystals of ice and snow,
November is known for bringing change to nature while bringing out
its full glory; showing us the many visions of beauty within nature.
The council activities, like nature in the November weather also start
looking different this time of the year as we tend to move more of our
activities, albeit not all of them, towards the indoors. One may also
think we are slowing down but that is not the case at all. From now
until June, we will have at least one benefit breakfast each month,
there are multiple holiday parties planned for the different
communities we support, the Memorial Mass to remember the
members of our council who passed away and a week end of “ringing
the bell” for the Salvation Army to only mention a few activities we
are planning during what is left of 2012. With over 600 members, not
only is our council one of the largest in the state, we have the ability
to and repetitively do take on ambitious endeavors.  It is no wonder
we can and do stay as busy as we do.  All our “busy-ness” requires
many hours from many of our members to be successful.
Here are some “DO’s and DON’Ts” to help new (and old) members
stay involved in council activities.  3287240
    1.  DO stay informed about what is happening in the council… it
would seem odd to encourage members to read The Key by writing a
message in The Key but the reality is, our newsletter is our formal
monthly attempt to capture and share with the entire council
everything we have recently done and what we are planning on
getting accomplished in the near future. Reading the newsletter each
month should provide a well-rounded list of potential activities and
the schedule of all council activities for nearly all of our 600 members
to be involved in.
    2.  DON’T wait for someone to call you and ask you to be involved
in something you are interested in… You need to call them. I
constantly hear about how much fun the members who came to a
specific event had or how rewarding an event was for everyone who
was there but, I have yet to hear about the council activities that
were a failure because we had to turn too many volunteers away…
    3.  Do attend the General meetings each and every month. The
meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of every month so they are easy
to plan for and typically held upstairs at the KC Hall. Again, all of the
events the council has planned and or has just completed will be
reviewed during the meeting.
          a.    At 7:30 there is a speaker or a first degree exemplification
each month. Doors will be closed between 7:30 and 8:00.
          b.    At 8:00, the general meeting starts. Doors will be opened
between the speaker and the start of the meeting. You promptness is
appreciated and keeps the interruptions minimized.
          c.    After the meeting attendees socialize and a light meal and
refreshments are available in the kitchen area.
Viviat Jesus

Chaplain’s Message by Rev. Edward McGrath



The second benefit breakfast of the 2012 - 13 season produced a nice
profit for the St. Mary’s REP program. Hungry breakfast patrons
numbering approximately 350 were treated to another fine KC
breakfast on Sunday morning, October 14. Breakfast Chairman, Al
Nelson commented, “We had excellent help from the REP folks. They
always have a good number of workers in the dining room and
parents and friends support the breakfast very well.” He went on to
thank the Saturday morning prep crew and the Sunday crew who do
an excellent job of providing the best benefit breakfast in Owatonna.
The Saturday prep team included: Gerry Barry, Bob Grebe, John
Henry, John Oberstein, Tim Rice, Lyle Snider, Walt Spindler, Ray
Willmott, and Ron Wolf. Thanks to our excellent Knights of
Columbus Breakfast Team. The Sunday team included: Tim Biegert,
Tom Burke, Brian Carlson, Mark Cassen, John Degner, Tom Docksey,
Steve Dornquast, Joe Elbert, Terry Evans, Steven Fisher,
Bill Foreman, Joel Garten, Kevin Gallagher, Steve Graff, Lee Jardine,
Jim Kaplan, Mark Kearin, Harlan Kern, LaVerne Klecker,

Second Breakfast of Season Benefits St. Mary’s REP
Dennis Kelm, Terry Kuck, Al Nelson, Will Pieper, Paul Schneider,
Dick Thamert, Rick Wittrock, and Dave Wunderlich. We have
many workers, so if we missed anyone, please let us know and
accept our apologies.   3711127
Thanks to our closers, Tom Burke, Brian Carlson, Steven Fisher,
Bill Foreman, Kevin Gallagher, Lee Jardine, Jim Kaplan, Mark
Kearin, LaVerne Klecker, Al Nelson, Dick Thamert, and Dave
Wunderlich. We still need several more closers. Consider joining
this elite group!
Our next benefit breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 11,
for the benefit of the St. Mary’s Home and School Association.
We invite all Brother Knights along with their families and
friends to attend this next breakfast. Also, if you are interested
in working on either the Saturday morning prep crew or the
Sunday crew, just give Al Nelson a call at 456-4635. Additional
help is always welcome.

Have you prayed the Rosary lately?
The annual America Needs Fatima Rosary Rally was held in Central Park on
Saturday, October 13th. It was attended by over 20 people, Deacon Pat Fagan lead
us in prayer and song. The Fourth Degree added splendor by holding up the
banner and participating in the hour of prayer.
The annual Rosary March was held at Sacred Heart Cemetery on Sunday, October
14th. It was attended by approximately 25 people and Deacon Pat Fagan lead us in
prayer as we walked along the pathway. The Fourth Degree made a wonderful
presence with seven members leading us with the cross and flags. We had
refreshments and cookies afterwards and everyone enjoyed participating in this
prayerful event.
While the turnout was a little
light, this did not dampen the
spirits of those who
participated. These annual
events which promote the
sanctity of life are a public
demonstration of the strong
pro-life position of the
Catholic Church. Being pro-
life is to be in support of life
from the moment of

conception to the moment of natural death and everything in between. If you have
not participated in either of these events, we encourage you consider attending in
the future.

The Owatonna Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass will be held
on Saturday, November 3, at St. Joseph Church. The liturgy will
begin at 8:00 a.m. with Sir Knight Fr. Edward McGrath as
celebrant. There will be a rosary prior to the Mass beginning at
7:30 a.m.
The memorial Mass is held each November and serves as a
remembrance of those Knights who passed away since the
previous year’s Memorial Mass.

Those Knights are:
     Francis E. Conley Jr.
     Dr. Adrian J. Floersch
     Eugene J. Gallea
     Linden R. Gross
     Richard D. Haberman
     Francis P. (Duke) Randall
Everyone is invited to join the families of these Brother Knights
as their memory is celebrated in this annual tradition.
Music will be provided by the Knights of Columbus Chorus
under the direction on Stephen Nelson. A Fourth Degree honor
guard will assist with the ceremony.

Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass - November 3

Pictured from left; Sir Knights, Mark Nelson, Dennis
Kelm, and Ray Willmott, banner bearers, and Sir Knight
Deacon Pat Fagan, rosary leader.

Faithful Admiral LaVerne Klecker, cross bearer, leads
the Fourth Degree honor guard and rosary marchers
through Sacred Heart Cemetery.



Great Promise Award

Seventh graders from St. Joseph Parish, Sacred Heart Parish, Holy
Trinity Parish, and Christ the King Parish.

Congratulations to twelve seventh graders from St. Joseph
Parish, Sacred Heart Parish, Holy Trinity Parish and Christ the
King Parish who received the Great Promise Award on Monday,
October 10, 2012: Corey Gander, Allison Lenz, Nolan Malo,
Daniel Robbins, Bretton Ruiter, Nicholas Sande, Taylor Savoie,
Chloe Schroeder, Riley Sheehy, Evan Steiger, Brooke Wehseler,
and Joseph Wencl. Mass was celebrated with Fr. McGrath as our
celebrant and chaplain for the Serra Club of Owatonna Area, with
guest speaker Fr. Michael Cronin of Sacred Heart Parish. Eleven
of the recipients enjoyed with their families a delicious meal and
were awarded a “YouCat” (youth catechism) from Serra Club of
Owatonna Area. The recipients’ religious education teachers last
year nominated the youth for their Christian characteristics and
their leadership qualities, as future leaders in the Church through
their vocations as priest, religious, deacon, or in their married/
single life. As you see our young people, please congratulate the
students and their parents for teaching and practicing Christian
morals!
The Serra Club of Owatonna is a group of parishioners from
Steele County parishes who pray for vocations! Have you
thought how it would be without our priests to say Mass for us
and having the Eucharist! For more information about the
Serran’s our next gathering is Nov. 12th at Joseph Hall/St. Joseph
Parish or call Joann or Deacon Pat at 451-4845.

Benefits Corner by Kevin Gallagher, LUTCF, FIC

We just ended “Life Insurance Awareness Month” (September) and
I’m afraid it had little impact on you and me. A very recent study
showed that on a national basis, the gap between the amount of life
insurance a primary breadwinner should own and what they do own
is…a mere… mind-boggling…20 trillion dollars. In addition, this gap
is increasing year by year so it is not surprising that life insurance
ownership is at a 50-year low. This study provided some additional
interesting observations.   1249486
First, 80% of underinsured households named affordability as one of
the main reasons they have not purchased more life insurance, yet
80% overestimated what it would cost to purchase the much-needed
additional coverage. The majority of families believe life insurance is
more important today than at any time in the past, yet most said they
were “not confident” in the amount of coverage they had.
Why?
Why is it virtually every homeowner insures his or her home for at
least 100% of replacement cost, but insures his or her economic value

to those he loves for only a fraction of his or her worth? The odds of
your house being destroyed are a very small percentage. What’s the
chance of your dying? I’ll give you a hint…it’s more than 99.99%.
Studies continue to point out that there are fewer and fewer people
like me out there meeting with people one-on-one. I also believe we
are not successfully educating and communicating to people about
the need for proper planning. Simply put, we have to do a better job.
But when it’s all said-and-done, it is your responsibility to make sure
you have what you should have– that in your own personal situation
there is no “gap”. And that, of course, is where I can help. You might
be surprised how affordable life insurance is. But, please don’t wait
until it’s too late. The statement, “I’d rather buy it 10 or 20 years too
early than try to get it 1 day too late” is good advice for all.
Thanks for reading and have a great month. I can be reached at 213-
9410 or kevin.gallagher@kofc.org.
Kevin Gallagher, LUTCF, FIC

Mark Your Calendars
Your Council will again be ringing the bells for the Salvation Army during their 2012 campaign. The KCs will cover all
the locations in Owatonna on Saturday, December 1. Locations this year are Cabela’s, HyVee, Walmart, Cashwise,
Walgreens, and Fleet Farm. We need your help with this large project. Please take a time slot when the scheduling
chairman calls. Complete details will be in the December issue of The Key.

Knights of Columbus - Benefit Breakfast Schedule 2012-2013
November 11, 2012 St. Mary’s Home & School Association
December 9, 2012 KC Holiday Breakfast Extravaganza
January 13, 2013 Steele County Special Olympics
January 27, 2013 St. Mary’s Open house (free will donation)
February 10, 2013 KC Valentines Breakfast
February 24, 2013 St. Isidore School
March 10, 2013 St. Mary’s Music Boosters
April 14, 2013 Respect For Life/Sacred Heart Cemetery Fund
June 2, 2013 Smokin’ In Steele



2012-13 COUNCIL OFFICERS

The September Knight of the Month is a
proud recipient of the OAK (Owatonna
Active Knights) the last two years. Dan
Ruiter joined Council 945 in July 2010,
sponsored by Bill Lawrence.
Dan has been seen at KC events like the
many benefit breakfasts, Tootsie Roll drive,
fair brat stand, and Smokin’ in Steele. He also
holds the position of Advertising and
Publicity Director, which includes writing the
monthly Knight of the Month column.
Dan graduated with 11 other people from
Chandler-Lake Wilson High School, and went
on to study Mass Communications at St.
Cloud State University. He works at KEYC-TV
in North Mankato as the station’s News
Director, where he’s been a part of several
award-winning teams – even nominated for an
Regional Emmy. He’s also recently been
named President of the Minnesota

Associated Press Broadcast Board of Directors.
Dan is a member of Sacred Heart with his wife of 16 years, Tracy. Together, they have
three boys.  4337888
Dan really enjoys the camaraderie provided by the many events. He says his only
regret is that he didn’t join sooner. And, he adds, the reason he didn’t join sooner was
that “no one asked” until he was approached by Bill Lawrence. Dan said, “That’s why
it’s important to at least ask other Catholic men if they’ve ever thought about it. For me,
when I was asked, it was an easy decision. We need to help others reach those
decisions.”
Dan says he doesn’t have a lot of spare time, but says he does enjoy spending time
with his family and doing things like helping out with the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.
He also likes watching the Minnesota Twins and Vikings, and claims to be among the
worst players of fantasy football.
Congratulations to Dan Ruiter, the September Knight of the Month!

Chaplain: ................................. Rev. Edward McGrath
Grand Knight: ..... Wade Schroeder (507) 573-1586
Deputy Grand Knight: ...........................Dustin Reese
Chancellor: ................................................. Dan Wolfe
Advocate: ..................................................... Dave Lax
Warden: .................................................. Gary Sanford
Inside Guard: ....................................... Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ......................................... Harlan Kern
Financial Secretary: .............................. John Ahlberg
Treasurer: ............................................... Tom Eichten
Recorder: .................................................Scot Berkley
Trustee (3 year): .......................  PGK Bill Lawrence
Trustee (2 year): ...................  PGK Steve Dornquast
Trustee (1 year): .....................PGK Randy Balausky

Directors and Chairmen
Program Director: ................... Dustin Reese (DGK)
Membership Director: ....... LaVerne Klecker (PGK)
Adv/Publicity Director: ............................ Dan Ruiter
Aid & Assistance: ...................................  Greg Nelson
KC Chorus Director .......................... Stephen Nelson
Building Director ...................................... Tom Elbert
Director of Church Activities: ......... Pete Schneider
Director of Community Activities: ................. Open
Director of Council Activities: ......................... Open
Director of Youth Activities .................. Will Pieper
Dir. of Family Life Activities: ........ Stephen Nelson
Gambling Manager: ..............................  Josh Klecker
District Deputy: ............................. Joe Elbert (PGK)
KC Hall Manager: ..........  Mark Cunningham (PGK)
Benefits Advisor: ........ Kevin Gallagher - 213-9410

Membership by LaVerne KleckerAid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

    Lois Doyle, Mary Floersch, Rose Hoffman, Erlis Kelzenberg,
    Marlys Knight, Mary Ann Lammers, Bev Macht, Gil Mamer,
    Father James McCauley, Mary Meixner, Bob McDermott,
    Suzanne Miedema, Father Ed Mountain,  Dorothy Mulert,
    Darlene Mumm, Terry Nelson, Terry O’Brien, Karen Pirkl,
    Sylvia Prokopec, Kevin Raney, Sharon Rohwer, John Schmidt,
    Mary Jo Schroepfer, Howard Snyder, Jeanine Snyder,
    Carol Spindler, Becky Walsh, Gary Wandrey, Jerry Weber,
    Rownell Weber, Phyllis Wheeler, Irene Wierzbinski,
    Jim Wierzbinski, and Shirley Wierzbinski.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured,
please call Greg Nelson at  455-3976.

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of
our sick or injured members of the Knights of
Columbus and their families.  Let’s also offer up
prayers for all deceased members and their families.
The KCs’ prayers and good wishes go out to:

Wilbert Hunt, brother-in-law of Brother Knight Tim Rice is
dealing with some serious health issues.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing
challenges...

We are having a Major Degree Exemplification on Saturday, November
24, at 9:30 a.m. at the KC Hall in Owatonna. Everybody bring their new
prospective members to the Hall at 9:00 a.m.  Anyone who knows of
someone who would like to join, and is just waiting to be asked, let me
know and I will help you get them signed up. Second and Third Degree
will follow immediately after the First Degree at 11:00 a.m.  All First
Degree members this is an opportunity to become a Third Degree
member. Any members who have sons or grandsons who are 18 years of
age or older, and are currently not a member, this is your opportunity to
have them become a Brother Knight.    301678
If you need any help signing up a new member or if you have any
questions about either of the above Exemplifications please contact me
at 451-4102 or 456-6738.
If you have overlooked paying your dues, please do so as soon as
possible.  We use money from the dues to make ends meet running our
Council.

Dan Ruiter

Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the
harp unto our God Who covereth the heaven with clouds,
who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to
grow upon the mountains. ~ Psalms 147:7-8
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Major Degree Exemplification
Saturday, November 24

KC Hall - First Degree - 9:30 a.m.
Second and Third Degree - 11:00 a.m.

Benefit Breakfast
for St. Mary’s Home & School Association

Sunday, November 11    8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s School


