
COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers’ Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Thursday  7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Wednesday, June 3
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

JUNE
2015

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COMING EVENTS

May 29, 30, & 31
  Smokin’ in Steele
  BBQ Contest & Blues Fest
  Steele County Fairgrounds
May 31 - Benefit Pancake Breakfast
  Steele County Fairgrounds
  Beer Garden -
  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
June 3 - Officers’ and
  Gambling Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
June 6 - Sacred Heart
  Cemetery Mass - 10:00 a.m.
June 8- Building Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
June 10 - First Degree Exemplification
  KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
  Candidates please be at KC Hall
  at 6:30 p.m.
June 10 - General Meeting- KC Hall
  Program - 7:30 p.m.
June 20 - Officer Installation Mass
  & Awards Banquet
  Mass-St. Joseph Church-4:00 p.m.
  Installation following Mass
  Social, Dinner, & Awards - KC Hall
  following Installation
June 25 - Fourth Degree
  Meeting - KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
June 25 - Knights of Columbus 945
  Relay for Life Spaghetti Supper
  KC Hall - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
July 17 - Relay for Life
  Steele County Fairgrounds

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, June 10
Program - 7:30 p.m.

Speaker will be Wade Schroeder
on Relay For Life

Door Prizes Awarded

KC FAMILY
CORPORATE COMMUNION

Sunday, May 31  - 9:00 a.m.
at Sacred Heart Church

All members and their families are invited
to process in and be seated together at this Mass.

PUB GRUB FRIDAYS
KC Hall - 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Every Friday in June
Serving appetizers, assorted burger baskets, steak
sandwiches, fish sandwiches, shrimp baskets,
chicken strips, and more.

BENEFIT PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday, May 31

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
at the Steele County Fairgrounds

in the Beer Garden
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,

milk, and coffee
$6.00 at the door

Children under age 6 eat free
Everyone welcome

May 29, 30, and 31
Steele County Fairgrounds

SMOKIN’ IN STEELE BBQ CONTEST
AND BLUES FEST

OFFICER INSTALLATION MASS
& AWARDS BANQUET

Saturday, June 20
Mass - St. Joseph Church - 4:00 p.m.

Installation - following Mass
at St. Joseph Church

Social and dinner following installation at KC Hall.
Paid members and guest are also invited.  Please

R.S.V.P. to Dan Wolfe at (507) 451-3935
or Dave Lax at (507) 456-1575 or (507) 451-2099

by June 12 if you are going to attend.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 945
RELAY FOR LIFE

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Thursday, June 25

KC Hall - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
$7.00 in advance or
$7.50 at the door.

Advance tickets can by purchased from the
KC945 Relay for Life team members

and at the KC Hall.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The annual election of Officers for next year will be
held at our General Meeting on Wednesday, June
10. The following Brother Knights have agreed to
represent you in 2015-2016.

Grand Knight: Dave Lax
Deputy Grand Knight: Gary Sanford
Chancellor: Nicholas Matejcek
Advocate: Thomas Burke
Warden: Open
Inside Guard: Peter Schneider
Outside Guard: Harlan Kern
Treasurer: Tom Eichten
Recorder: Dan Sawyer

This slate has been proposed and endorsed by the
Council Trustees for your approval. Additional
nominations for all positions will be accepted at the
June meeting, and anyone wishing to serve is
welcome to make it known at that time. These
members and the Committee Chairs will shape the
direction of the Council for the upcoming year.
Come and show your support.

Saturday, June 6, at 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Degree Honor Guard and KC Chorus

SACRED HEART CEMETERY MASS

FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION
Wednesday, June 10 at the KC Hall in Owatonna

beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Candidates, please be at the Hall at 6:30 p.m.



Aid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

John Berning, Bruce Born, Fr. Michael Cronin, Jack Dillemuth,
Marilyn Dillemuth, Lois Doyle, Mary Floersch, Rose Hoffman,
Sharon Skala, Barb Klecker, Jim Klecker, Larry Klocek,
Marlys Knight, Don Loeb, Bev Macht, Gil Mamer, Mary Mamer,
Msgr. James McCauley, Mary Meixner, Suzanne Miedema,
Father Ed Mountain, Dorothy Mulert, Darlene Mumm, Karen Pirkl,
Ray Pirkl, Kevin Raney, Sharon Rohwer, Ron Schleif,
Ivan Snorek, Howard Snyder, Jeanine Snyder, Duane Spindler,
Gary Wandrey, Jerry Weber, Ludwig Wencl, Earl Wheeler,
Irene Wierzbinski, Jim Wierzbinski, Shirley Wierzbinski, and Jan Wolf.

Please remember in your prayers all of our sick and injured
Assembly members and family members.

Grand Knight’s Message by Dan Wolfe

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our
sick or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and
their families.  Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing

challenges...

Chaplain’s Message by Rev. Edward McGrath

IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Cathie A. McCarthy, sister-in-law of Sir Brother Knight Russ
Bowar passed away on April 8.
Greg Fischer, son of Brother Knight Robert Fischer and brother of
Brother Knight Bradley Fischer, passed away on April 27.
Brother Knight Donald Morman passed away on April 29.
Jim and Cathy Hively of Balaton, Minnesota, brother-in-law and
sister-in-law of Brother Knight Cecil Claeys,  passed away on April
30.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured, please
call Greg Nelson at  (507) 676-1748.

With Pentecost upon us, Easter has wound down, and ordinary
time about to begin again with the advent of early meteorological
summer.  With summer come many outdoor activities and
vacations.  Please remember to keep prayer and Mass as the center
of your travels and recreation.
Planning is much easier in our day and age with the internet.  You
can book transportation and lodging ahead of time.  For example
you can check masstimes.org for Sunday Mass near where you
might be going.  I suggest you consider religious housing as an
alternative to the usual motel or hotel.  Most monasteries and
some convents and priories have guest houses or retreat houses
that can be rented, and then you have the advantage of daily
Liturgy of the Hours and Mass, but lack a pool and waterslide!
Folks are a bit more aware of this in Europe, but the idea is
spreading in the USA.  Friends of mine have stayed at Leo House
in New York City which is very economical and very free, and is an
apostolate of the Sisters of St. Agnes and lay coworkers.  Rooms
begin around $120 for single and $240 for family (rates increase
this summer).  There may be similar guesthouses in other larger
cities of which I am not aware.
My favorite is Christ in the Desert Monastery near Abiquiu, New
Mexico, to which I will return this summer.  I enjoy a few days of
monastic prayer and life in a canyon of stunning beauty.  The
hospitality is quite simple.
Brother Knights, do consider summer as a time to renew and
deepen prayer.  Even the outdoor activity can be drawn into a
deeper prayer life in gratitude to God for the wonder and beauty of
nature.  This is a time when youngsters can learn the value of
prayer and be schooled in its discipline in the family.  I always
remember our family picnics beginning with prayer, and even the
township picnics began with singing the doxology!
We have one ordination this year, and with retirements at least two
pastors will not be replaced.  The next possible sacerdotal
ordination will be in three years with three candidates currently.  A
number of our parishes are in transition from parish to oratory and
Mass schedules will be rearranged in the coming year or so.  Keep
praying for vocations.  Encourage our young people to engage in
discernment of God’s call to priesthood or to consecrated life as a
religious sister or brother.
Have a blessed summer!

Dear Brother Knights,
It is hard to believe that we are closing in on the end of another
Council year and next month a new slate of officers will assume
their leadership roles for Owatonna Council 945.  The time has gone
by quickly for me this past year.  But as the saying goes, time flies
when you are having fun. Tempest fugit as we say in Latin.
Because of the many activities our Council sponsors throughout
the year; it is easy to get involved and spend time getting to know
the many great members that make us one of the largest and most
active in the state.  I thank each of you for your time and service
that you have given to our Council this past year and have greatly
enjoyed the time together.
Last month many of you helped in the latest Tootsie Roll Drive for
People with Developmental Disabilities that raised over $6,000. That
is truly awesome.  The last weekend in May will bring together
another large turnout of volunteers in support of our 8th Annual
Smokin’ in Steele event which continues to grow each year.  The
Relay for Life event will be coming up in July, followed be the SCFF
in August, the benefit breakfasts will start a month later, and on and
on we go.  Tempest Fugit.  Time truly does fly when you are doing
good works and having fun and fellowship at the same time.
While many of you are involved in helping out at the various
events throughout the year, some of you will also be asked to
consider serving our Council as an officer.  Great organizations
need many great leaders and our Council is no different.  I consider
myself very fortunate to have been asked to serve in my capacity
as an officer and your Grand Knight this past year.  It was an
opportunity that I am very thankful for, have enjoyed immensely
and one that I hope many of you will consider both now and in the
future.
And speaking of the near future, I invite all of you to attend the
annual Officer Installation and Awards Banquet on June 20th.  It
will be a night to look back on the successes of the past year,
welcome in the new Grand Knight and the slate of officers for the
upcoming year, present a number of service awards while sharing a
great meal and a few stories along the way.  I hope to see many of
you there.  It will be here before you know it.  Tempest Fugit.
Vivat Jesus



2015 Tootsie Roll Drive a
Big Success

A corps of dedicated workers made possible the raising of $6,200.00 in gross
proceeds for the benefit of the developmentally disabled.
The weekend of April 24th through the 26th found Brother Knights manning
collection stations at Cash Wise Foods, HyVee, Fareway Foods, Post Office, and
Wal Mart.
After deducting the cost of the Tootsie Rolls, the remaining money will be
distributed to the following beneficiaries: Owatonna Special Olympics, Rainbow
Residence, Cedar Valley Services, Owatonna Park & Recreation Therapeutic
Recreation, and 5 percent will go to the Special Olympics Fall Classic.
Jerome Spindler, chairman, would like to offer a huge thank you to team leaders
Dave Lax and Wade Schroeder. We also want to gratefully thank the following
individuals for their help with the 2015 Tootsie Roll Drive:

Lynn Becker and Les Abraham at HyVee.

Les Abraham
John Ahlberg
Lynn Becker
Keven Boettcher
Tim Blum
Tom Byrne
Casey Connor
John Connor
Joe Docksey
Tom Docksey
Tom Eichten
Joe Elbert
Terry Evans
Gary Fisher
Steve Fisher
Jim Gleason
Steve Graff

Tim Hassing
Chris Herzog
Gordy Hofus
Jay Hudrlick
Dale Janke
Matt Jessop
Tom Jirele
Jim Kaplan
Mark Kearin
Harlan Kern
LaVerne Klecker
Rob Kniefel
Scott Kozelka
Don Kramer
Kevin Krumholz
Bill Lawrence
Dave Lax

Patrick Lehmann
Greg Lenz
Nick Matejcek
Mike Meger
Miguel Mulet
Al Nelson
Gary Nelson
Greg Nelson
Steve Nelson
Tony Nguyen
Dillion Noble
Travis Oltmans
Will Pieper
Tim Rice
Pat Rose
Chris Prohaski
Dan Ruiter

Greg Salmonsen
Gary Sanford
Bailey Sanford
Dan Sawyer
Chris Smith
Pete Schneider
Wade Schroeder
Lynn Siebenaler
Lavern Soukup
Jerome Spindler
Leo Spindler
Norman Spindler
Curt Supalla
Matt Thurnau
Don Trenda
Dan Walsh
Jim Wencl

Tom Jirele at Wal Mart.

Sunday morning, April 26, 260 hungry attendees made their
way to the St. Mary’s School cafeteria for the breakfast
conducted for the benefit of the St. Vincent DePaul Society.
The usual fine crew of Brother Knights served the patrons
with little waiting for th- custom prepared breakfasts. The
delicious omelets and country breakfasts continue to be rated
as the best breakfast in Owatonna! The efforts of the group
with pre-breakfast ticket sales and walk-up patrons resulted in
a $500 profit being raised for them.

Al Nelson, event coordinator, reported that workers from the
SVDPS and the Council did an excellent job and there was
plenty of help. He wants to thank the workers who are listed
here:

Saturday prep team:  Tom Bremer, John Henry, Mike Jensen,
Al Jirele, LaVerne Klecker, Al Nelson, John Oberstein, Tim
Rice, Lyle Snider, Ken Thurnau, Earl Wheeler, and Ron Wolf.

St. Vincent DePaul Society Benefit Breakfast
Sunday team:  Keven Boettcher, Joe Elbert, Steve Fisher, Bill
Foreman, Steve and Karen Graff, Ron Heim, Dennis Kelm,
Harlan Kern, LaVerne Klecker, Terry Kuck, Tony Nguyen, Dave
Pfeifer, Will Pieper, Lavern Soukup, Troy Titus, Eric Tucker, Eric
Wandersee, Dan Wolfe.

There were a lot of workers, so if we missed anyone, please accept
our apology and thanks for your efforts. Thanks also to the
patrons who braved the elements and came to the breakfast!

Please remember the next breakfast, which is the culmination of
the Smokin’ In Steele Barbeque Contest and Blues Fest as well as
the 2014 – 2015 breakfast season. It will be held in the Beer Garden
on the Steele County Free Fairgrounds and will be served on
Sunday, May 31, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon.



OFFICER INSTALLATION MASS & AWARDS BANQUET
On Saturday, June 20, the Officer Installation & Awards Banquet will be held to recognize and honor Knights for their years of
membership, service to the community, and contribution to the Council. In addition, new officers will be installed for the 2015-2016
Council year. The evening will begin with a 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph Church, where Rev. Ed McGrath will preside. The Officer
Installation ceremony will take place in Church immediately following Mass. The evening will then continue at the KC Hall with a
social hour, dinner, program, and awards presentation. Individual Membership Awards (25-Year, 50-Year, and Honorary and Life
Members), OAK (Owatonna Active Knights) hours will be recognized, as well as the Knight of the Year, Trustee’s Service Award, and
Past Grand Knight Award will also be announced. Please mark your calendar and join us for a wonderful evening.

Election of Officers
The annual election of Officers for next year will be held at our general meeting on Wednesday, June 10. The following Brother
Knights have agreed to represent you in 2014-2015.

Grand Knight:      Dave Lax
Deputy Grand Knight:   Gary Sanford`
Chancellor:      Nick Matejcek

This slate has been proposed and endorsed by the Council Trustees for your approval. Additional nominations for all positions will
be accepted at the May and June meetings, and anyone wishing to serve is welcome to make it known at that time. These members
and the Committee Chairs will shape the direction of the Council for the upcoming year. Come and show your support.

Advocate: Thomas Burke
Warden: Open
Inside Guard: Peter Schneider

Outside Guard: Harlan Kern
Treasurer: Tom Eichten
Recorder: Dan Sawyer

The Owatonna Council 945 is proud to announce that we have
formed a Knights of Columbus Council 945 Relay for Life team for
2015. Here are the names of current KC945 Relay for Life team
members: Wade Schroeder, Dan Wolfe, John Ahlberg, Joe Elbert,
Dave Lax, Dustin Reese, Randy Baluasky, and Gary Sanford.
The Relay for Life is an organized, family friendly overnight
community fund raising event most noted for raising money for
the American Cancer Society and the use of luminaira on the night
of the event. This year’s event is scheduled for the evening of
July 17th on the east end of the Steele County Fairgrounds.
Besides the many beautiful lit luminarias lining the walking track,
there will be activities for kids, live entertainment, food, and a
silent auction on the night of the event.

RELAY FOR LIFE
Each and every one of us in our Council has been indirectly or
directly affected by cancer and involvement in or support of
this event is a fun and rewarding way to raise money to
continue to fund cancer research. Individual Brother Knights
who would like to join the Council’s Relay for Life team can
contact Wade Schroeder at (507) 573-1586. Individuals who
would like to purchase luminaria can purchase them at the KC
Hall or contact any member of the Knights of Columbus 945
Relay for Life team.
The Knights of Columbus 945 Relay for Life team will also be
hosting a spaghetti supper on Thursday, June 25th to raise
money for the relay. Dinner will be from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the
upstairs of the KC Hall – Cost is $7.00 in advance or $7.50 at the
door. Advance tickets can be purchased from the KC945 Relay
for Life team members, at the KC Hall, or at the door on the
night of the event.

The Spring Exemplification
was held on April 18 in
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota at
the Minneapolis Marriot
Northwest. Congratulations
to Sir Knights Randy
Balausky and Gary Sanford
who became members of the
Fourth Degree.

SPRING EXEMPLIFICATION

57 YEARS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
Bishop Quinn presided at Litomyl on May 17 celebrating 57
years of  Catholic education. Msgr. Henry Speck Fourth Degree
Assembly and the Children’s Choir participated. A social was
held at 10:30 a.m. and school tours were also given.  Lunch was
served at 11:30 a.m. St. Isidore students presented a concert
and a play.

Pictured from left to right are: Bill Regan, David Fairbrother, Tony
Nguyen, Bishop Quinn, Glen Meger, Eric Wandersee, Joe Elbert, and
LaVerne Klecker.



2014-15 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: ................................. Rev. Edward McGrath
Grand Knight: .............. Dan Wolfe (507) 451-3935
Deputy Grand Knight: .. Dave Lax (507) 456-1575
Chancellor: ............................................. Gary Sanford
Advocate: ..................................... Nicholas Matejcek
Warden: ............................................... Thomas Burke
Inside Guard: ....................................... Pete Schneider
Outside Guard: ......................................... Harlan Kern
Financial Secretary: .............................. John Ahlberg
Treasurer: ............................................... Tom Eichten
Recorder: .................................................. Dan Sawyer
Trustee (3 year): ...................  PGK Randy Balausky
Trustee (2 year): ...................  PGK Wade Schroeder
Trustee (1 year): .......................... PGK Dustin Reese

Directors and Chairmen
Program Director: ......................... Dave Lax (DGK)
Membership Director: ....... LaVerne Klecker (PGK)
Adv/Publicity Director: ............................ Dan Ruiter
Aid & Assistance: ...................................  Greg Nelson
KC Chorus Director .......................... Stephen Nelson
Building Director ...................................... Tom Elbert
Director of Church Activities: ......... Pete Schneider
Director of Community Activities: ................. Open
Director of Council Activities: ......................... Open
Director of Youth Activities .................. Will Pieper
Dir. of Family Life Activities: ........ Stephen Nelson
Gambling Manager: ............  Randy Balausky (PGK)
District Deputy: ...................Randy Balausky (PGK)
KC Hall Manager: ..........  Mark Cunningham (PGK)
Benefits Advisor: Luke J. Rennie - (507) 417-4169

Membership by LaVerne Klecker

We are scheduling a First Degree Exemplification on Wednesday,
June 10 at the KC Hall in Owatonna. Please have your candidate at
the Hall by 6:30 p.m.
We need the help of our entire membership to make our Council’s
membership goal.  Now is the time to make contact with your
prospective member. If you need any material or help in signing up
a member, please contact me at (507) 451-4102 or (507) 456-6738. The
publication rack at the club also has Form 100s and information
brochures. New members are important to our Council.  Don’t wait
any longer, call and visit your prospective member today. Explain
our Council’s accomplishments and invite them to join us, they will
thank you.
The members in the KCs who are involved in our projects have a lot
of enthusiasm and enjoy the projects that they participate in. We
need to continue to sign up new members to provide us with new
ideas for projects that we could bring into our Council.
We are plannng a summer exemplification to accommodate the
schedules of college students home for the summer. If your son or
grandson will be home for the summer, please invite him to join the
Knights of Columbus.
Any members who have not paid their dues for the past year, please
get them paid. Statements have been sent out for the 2015 dues.
Please pay them as soon as possible so you can remain a member in
good standing. We need the money from our dues to make ends
meet for our Council expenses.

Benefits Corner by Luke J. Rennie

The April Knight of the Month is someone with
a lot of history behind him – and he's a big part
of Council 945's history, too.
Dan Pirkl joined the Knights of Columbus more
than 50 years ago when he was just 18 years
old. He says he joined because his father and
older brother were both Knights. He went on to
help make the hall into how it looks today. Dan
helped conceptualize the handicap accessible
features in the building, and he also helped
design the buzz-in lock system utilized in the
bar area still today. Dan also says he helped
with some of the design features (and some of
the heavy lifting associated with it) to put the
bar in its current place. Many of the younger
members, Dan points out, may not know that
the bar used to be much smaller and placed
further to the west where the current card room
is located. He enjoyed the friendships he

gained with the Knights, and enjoyed helping out. “It's just part of my makeup, I
guess,” Dan said. He continued, “There was a job to do, so we just did it.”
Dan Pirkl is a native of the area. He was born and raised in the area. He graduated from
what was then known as St. Augustine's Catholic High School in Austin. He was
baptized, confirmed, and married at Holy Trinity in Litomysl, where he and his wife
Karen remain members to this day. Together, they have five children, 11 grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild. Dan was an electrician for 40 years before retiring in 2001. He
said that some of his hobbies are fishing, hunting, and Nascar.
In the past, Dan was chair of the Building Committee, and was even named Knight of
the Year back in 1989. To this day, he's still called upon to help, and will do what he is
able to do. And that's why Council 945 is once again honoring him. Congratulations to
Dan Pirkl, Council 945's Knight of the Month for April!

Long Term Disability Awareness Month
According to the United States government, a staggering one in four
of today’s 20-year-olds will become disabled before reaching the age
of 67.1 The nature of the job is irrelevant. According to the Social
Security Administration, 95 percent of all disabling illnesses and
accidents happen outside of the workplace.
Consider a typical male, age 35, a non-smoker, who works at an office
job with some outdoor responsibilities and leads a very healthy
lifestyle. He has a 21 percent chance of being injured or becoming ill
and unable to work for three months or longer prior to retirement.
And what happens once that occurs? What happens if your last
paycheck is your last paycheck?
If your illness or injury is among the 95 percent that happen outside
of work, workers’ compensation will be of no assistance to you. If
you plan to rely on the government, you may find that you are
among the 64 percent of Americans - including severely disabled
Americans - who do not receive any assistance from the government
or governmental programs, including Medicare, Social Security, and
Supplemental Security Insurance.

TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE CLUB
Serving BLTs and potato salad every Tuesday in June

5:45 - 6:45 p.m. in the Lounge

Dan Pirkl
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED Benefit Pancake Breakfast
May 31,    8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Steele County Fairgrounds Beer Garden

Smokin’ in Steele BBQ Contest & Blues Fest
May 29, 30, and 31

Steele County Fairgrounds

Officer Installation Mass and Awards Banquet
June 20,    Mass - 4:00 p.m. St. Joseph Church

Installation after Mass
Social, Dinner, & Awards to follow at KC Hall


