
COLUMBIAN CENTER

507.451.6103
KC LOUNGE

BAR BINGO
Every Tuesday in the
Lounge at 7:00 p.m.

Open: Mon-Sat 3:30-12:30
Happy hour Mon-Fri 4 - 6

Free Hors d’oeuvres during
Friday happy hour.

Member discount for Hall rental.

820 Elm Avenue South
P.O. Box 623

Owatonna, MN 55060

Owatonna

Council 945

Officers’ Meeting - KC Hall,
First Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
General Meeting - KC Hall,

Second Wednesday  7:30 p.m.
Fourth Degree Meeting - KC Hall,

Fourth Wednesday  7:30 p.m.

OFFICERS’ MEETING

Monday, April 8
KC Hall

Meeting - 7:30 p.m.
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

KC WEBSITE
visit our website

www.kofccouncil945.org

APRIL
2019

The Key
to greater Council unity.

COMING EVENTS

GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, April 10

April 7- Benefit Breakfast
  St. Mary’s School
  8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
  for St. Vincent de Paul Society
  & Hospitality House
April 8 - Officers’ and
  Gambling Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:30 p.m.
April 8- Building Meeting
  KC Hall - 7:00 p.m.
April 10 - General Meeting
  KC Hall
  Program - 7:30 p.m.
April 13 - 33nd Annual Night of
  Knights Auction
  St. Mary’s School - 4:00 p.m.
April 23 - 2019 Knights of Columbus
  Spaghetti Dinner Fund-Raiser
  St. Mary’s Cafeteria
  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
April 24 - Fourth Degree
  KC Hall -  6:00 - 7:00 pm
 "Build your own taco bar” for
 members & guest
 Members only meeting after meal
April 27- Celebration of  Service
  KC Hall
  Social - 5:00 p.m.
April 26, 27, & 28- Tootsie Roll
  Fund-raiser
April 28 - Divine Mercy Sunday
  St. Joseph Church - 3:00 p.m.
May 3 - Fourth Degree
  Exemplification
  Hyatt Regency
  Bloomington, Minnesota

TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE CLUB
Serving BLTs and soup every Tuesday in April

5:45 - 6:45 p.m. in the Lounge.

April 7

May 5

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BENEFIT BREAKFAST SCHEDULE

2018-2019
St. Vincent de Paul Society &
Hospitality House
Owatonna Clay Target Team

“KC Omelet Breakfasts”
  The Twins omelet -  ham & cheese
  The Viking omelet -  ham & cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  The Wild omelet  -  cheese,
          with sauteed onions, red & green peppers
  Each served with pancakes or French Toast,
   milk and coffee

“KC Country Breakfast”
Pancakes or French toast; ham or sausage,
eggs - scrambled or fried-to-order, milk, & coffee

All with table service - delicious food served
hot from the grill to your table.

BENEFIT BREAKFAST
for

St. Vincent de Paul Society
& Hospitality House

Sunday, April 7, 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
at St. Mary’s School

$6.50 Advance, $7.00 At the door, Free under 6
All are welcome!

Featuring the delicious
KC Country Breakfasts & KC three egg omelets.

Join us on April 27th for the
Knights of Columbus Council 945

“Celebration of Service”
(Formerly the Awards Banquet)

Social Hour: 5:00 to 5:45 p.m.
Dinner: 5:45 p.m.

Awards: 6:15 to 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: 7:00 p.m.

Program - 7:30 p.m.
Our speaker will be Deb McManimon, who will
talk about her work with Saint Paul Street
Evangelization. See their web site:
www.streetevangelization.com for more details
about this important work.

Speaker will be Joe Schmit, sports anchor at KSTP.
Topic: Silent Impact

Tickets: $15/individual or $25/couple,
limited number of tickets available.

Contact Tom Jirele (507) 213-9765 or
Mark at the KC Hall to buy tickets.

FRIDAY NITE SPRING PICNIC
KC Lounge - 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday, April 26
Serving grilled brats, burgers, corn on the cob,
and potato salad.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Sunday, April 28

St. Joseph Church - 3:00 p.m.
All are welcome to this hour of prayer.

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
for the benefit of the

OWATONNA LACROSSE
Tickets $8.00
Under 5 Free

Tuesday, April 30th
5:00 - 7:00 pm

St. Mary's Cafeteria



Grand Knight’s Message by Dan SawyerMembership by LaVerne Klecker

Aid & Assistance by Greg Nelson

Les Abraham, Dan Bauer, Julie Bauer, John Berning, Ted Blockey,
Bruce Born, Barb Claeys, Mark Cunningham, Margaret Deml,
Jack Dillemuth, Marilyn Dillemuth, Lois Doyle, Jan Fandel,
Jim Gleason, Terri Grose, Otto Havelka, Rose Hoffman, Lorraine Jirele,
Harlan Kern, Tom Kingsley, Jim Klecker, Larry Klocek, Marlys Knight,
Mary Lax, Bev Macht, Gil Mamer, Mary Mamer, Msgr. James McCauley,
Mary Meixner, Suzanne Miedema, Father Ed Mountain, Dorothy Mulert,
Darlene Mumm, Willard Peterson, Karen Pirkl, Kevin Raney, John Rice,
Steve Roden, Pat Rose, Paul Schneider, Ivan Snorek, Jeanine Snyder,
Duane Spindler, Eugene Spindler, Dick Thamert, Garrett Thigpen,
Mary Lou Thurnau, Joe Wagner,  Eric Wandersee, Gary Wandrey,
Jerry Weber, Jim Wiggins, Irene Wierzbinski, Jim Wierzbinski,
Shirley Wierzbinski, Steve Wiese, and Tim Ziemke.
IN MEMORY
Please remember in your prayers the following individuals and
their families:
Regina Klecker, grandmother of Brother Knight Eric Anderson,
passed away on March 16.
If anyone knows of a Brother Knight who is sick or injured, please
call Greg Nelson at  (507) 676-1748.

Please remember in your prayers and thoughts all of our
sick or injured members of the Knights of Columbus and
their families. Let’s also offer up prayers for all deceased
members and their families.
Let us be united in prayer for those facing ongoing

challenges...

Brother Knights,
Springtime – A Time for Change

As the days get longer and the snow starts melting, we look forward
to Easter and it is time to make a change. That change can be
relatively small, like giving up your favorite beverage for Lent, or
something more substantial, like doubling down on your efforts to
help others.
Opportunities to get more involved within our council are springing
up, too, pardon the pun! On April 6th, Habitat for Humanity is doing
their Hops for Habitat event and Council Members are encouraged
to get in touch with Ellen Heydon or me to sign-up. Also, we have
the Benefit Breakfast for the Hospitality House and St. Vincent
DePaul Society on April 14th. If you haven’t been involved with
folks from either of these groups, it is rewarding to be able to help
them out. I’ve rarely seen folks who so genuinely appreciate a warm
meal or any help we can give them, as well as the opportunity to
work together.
On April 23rd, we have the annual spaghetti supper benefitting
several community and school activity groups. This year, we will
also be hosting another spaghetti supper on April 30th for Owatonna
Lacrosse. Sign up to help out or just attend in support.
Although rare these days in baseball, we have a day/night double
header scheduled for Saturday, April 27th. April 26th-28th we are
doing our annual Tootsie Roll Fundraiser for people with
developmental disabilities. In the evening on the 27th, our annual
Celebration of Service will celebrate all the hours Council #945 has
volunteered this fraternal year. The speaker for our banquet will be
Joe Schmit, eighteen-time Emmy award winning sports broadcaster
and National Headliner Award winner, who will talk about having a
silent impact as leaders. This year, we will be also donating money to
Special Olympics.
If you have not been a regular volunteer, change your ways and get
in touch or sign up to help with one or more of these fun activities,
allow God to work through us, in our service to others in our Church
and Community.

Welcome to our two new members. We will be having a First
Degree initiation in the near future at the KC Hall in Owatonna. We
need to recruit 29 more new members to be eligible for Star Council.
If you need any help in signing up your new member give me a call
at (507) 451-4102. Don’t wait any longer, call, and visit your
prospective member today. Explain our Council’s accomplishments
and invite them to join us, they will thank you.
The members in the KCs who are involved in our projects have a
lot of enthusiasm and enjoy the projects that they participate in.
We need to continue to sign up new members to provide us with
new ideas for projects that we could bring into our Council.
All members have recently received their new 2019 dues statement.
Please get your dues paid as soon as you can. We need the money
from our dues to make ends meet for our Council expenses.
If you have any questions, please call me at (507) 451-4102 or my
cell phone (507) 456-6738.

33RD ANNUAL NIGHT OF KNIGHTS AUCTION
St. Mary’s School Benefit Auction

Saturday,  April 13
Doors open at 4:00 p.m.

Silent Auction - 4:00 p.m.
Live Auction - 7:30 p.m.

Great Refreshments - Food and Cash Bar - Many different raffles
Raffle tickets can be purchased at KC Hall, St. Mary's School, &

auction committee members.
For more information go to www.nightofknights.com

MINNESOTA TWINS
Stop by the Club to catch all the Minnesota Twins action. Play Taters
For Toddies for chances to win free drinks.

Steve Winkels, Field Agent,
PO Box 911, Faribault, MN 55021

Phone number 507-333-2977
e-mail steve.winkels@kofc.org

Benefits Corner by Steve Winkels

MARCH MADNESS
Stop by the Club and catch the NCAA hoops action. Chances
to win great prizes. Stop by the Club for details. Picks need to
be made by March 20. Starts on March 21.

Sunday, March 31
Sacred Heart Church - 10:00 a.m. Mass

CORPORATE COMMUNION

BAR TRIVIA
Get your team of one to four together to play trivia, Saturday,
April 6, 13, and 20, at the KC Hall at 4:00 p.m. Weekly winners
receive a $25.00 bar tab.

2019 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SPAGHETTI
DINNER FUND-RAISER

for the benefit of Culture Club, Robotics Team,
Boy Scout Troop 354, and Pack 354

Tickets $8.00    Under 5 Free
Tuesday, April 23  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

St. Mary’s Cafeteria



BENEFIT LENTEN FISH DINNERS
Every Friday during Lent  -  5:00 - 7:00 p.m. served in the KC Hall and Lounge

Fried or Baked Fish Plate, whipped potatoes with country gravy, vegetable, cole slaw, roll, milk, & coffee
Presale tickets -$10.00, $11.00 at the door   -   Kids under six eat free

All you care to eat.

April 5
April 12
April 19

Civil Air Patrol and Relay For Life
Msgr. Henry Speck Assembly & Sacred Heart Music Ministry & St. Joseph Music Ministry
Izaak Walton League

2019 Beneficiaries

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS EXEMPLIFIED ON FEBRUARY 25

COUNCIL 945 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MAKES DONATIONS

In addition to being a part of over 140 hours at the current Two Rivers
Habitat for Humanity build in Claremont, Council #945 donated $1,000
to support the organization. Members should contact Dan Sawyer or
Ellen Heydon if they are interested in helping with Hops for Habitat,
Saturday, April 6th. Pictured here are Taylor Herman, Habitat for
Humanity Board Chairman, and Dan Sawyer, Grand Knight.

Council #945 donated $1,500 to Homestead Hospice. Homestead
Hospice provides a comfortable home-like setting for community
members in the later stages of life to spend time with friends and family,
while providing the care to keep them comfortable. Homestead plans to
use the donation as they add kitchen facilities for families to use as they
visit their loved ones. Pictured here are Sir Knight and Homestead board
member Jim Brunner and Dan Sawyer, Grand Knight.

Trent Tucker is a member of Sacred Heart Parish. He is
employed at Federated Insurance Company. He was
sponsored by his dad, Brother Knight Eric Tucker.

Manokar Chinnadurai and his wife, Anushka, have one
daughter, Ashnini Manokar, and one son, Ghoutham
Manokar. They are members of St. Joseph Parish. He is
employed at Bosch Automotive Service Solutions. He was
sponsored by Brother Knight Lee Jardine.



RECENT BREAKFASTS WERE ‘TOUCH & GO’
OR MAYBE ‘NO’

The 4–H Purple Ribbon Club scheduled for February 24 was
cancelled due to a bit of snow – well, actually, quite a bit of
snow and wind. The Saturday Prep crew had things ready to
go “just in case”.
Thanks to the following for braving the early part of the storm:
Jerry Barry, Brian Carlson, Tony David, Al Nelson, John
Oberstein, Lyle Snider, Ken Thurnau, Matt Thurnau, Earl
Wheeler, and Ron Wolf.
Their backup date was March 17, when they joined forces with
the St. Mary’s Music Boosters for a combined super breakfast.
About 488 breakfasts were served that day.
These are the Saturday prep team members:  Brian Carlson,
Tim Chicos, Tony David, Mike Jensen, LaVerne Klecker, Al
Nelson, John Oberstein, Will Pieper, Lyle Snider, Ken
Thurnau, Earl Wheeler, Ray Willmott, and Ron Wolf.
The Sunday team included:  Pat Baldwin, Tom Burke, Brian
Carlson, Tom Docksey, Steve Fisher, Kevin Gallagher, Laura
and Tom Gebur, Richard Gerdts, Karen and Steve Graff,

Easter Sunday Prayer
Lord God,
You loved this world so much,
That you gave your one and only Son,
That we might be called your children too.
Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace
Of Easter Sunday, everyday.
Let us have hearts of thankfulness
For your sacrifice.
Let us have eyes that look upon
Your grace and rejoice in our salvation.
Help us to walk in that mighty grace
And tell your good news to the world.
All for your glory do we pray, Lord, Amen.
- Rachel Marie Stone

Roger Green, Jeff Hall, Lee and Paul Jardine, Jim Kaplan, Joe
Kearin, Mark Kearin, Dennis Kelm, LaVerne Klecker, Terry
Kuck, Izzy Leonard, Reegan Lindholm, Pat McGrath, Al
Nelson, Ethan Pieper, Will Pieper family, Grady Strand, Curt
Supalla, Jeff Vortherms, Eric Wandersee, Rick Wittrock, Dan
Wolfe, and Dave Wunderlich.
The next scheduled breakfast is April 8, for the benefit of the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul and Hospitality House. Both
these groups extend helping hands to many people in need and
thus your support will be much appreciated.
Following that, on May 6, the Owatonna Clay Target Team
(Owatonna High School students) will be the beneficiary of the
last regular KC breakfast at St. Mary’s school.
Please plan to attend these fine breakfast events. The food is
great – as well as the fine table service provided by the friendly
Knights servers.

SUPREME CONVENTION
Minneapolis, August 3 - 8

Need volunteers for many roles.
A combined Chorus will be led by Brother Knight Stephen Nelson and
is slated to sing at the Basilica of St. Mary’s for the first Mass of the
Convention. Seeking additional voices!

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
Know someone who is too busy to join right now? Introduce them
to Online Membership.  Become an online member now and decide
to join the Council later through an Exemplification.  Share with
men of our parishes. Learn more at KofC.org/JoinUs.

TOOTSIE ROLL FUND-RAISER
For people with Developmental Disabilities

Collected funds are disbursed to local organizations, with
the exception of a small percentage (5%), which helps fund

the Fall Classic Special Olympic events held
in the Twin Cities.

Friday, Saturday, & Sunday - Apr. 26, 27, & 28
At these locations: Cash Wise, Fareway Foods,

HyVee, & Wal-Mart
Help us set a new record!

To help, please use the link on the KC Website -
www.kofccouncil945.org to sign up.

or call Tony David at 507-475-2040 or Grady Strand at
507-456-1788.

HELP WANTED
We are still in great need of a Warden and  Insurance Agent. Please
contact Dan Sawyer at (612) 840-6608.



2018-19 COUNCIL OFFICERS

Chaplain: ................................... Fr. James Starasinich
Grand Knight: ............. Dan Sawyer (612) 840-6608
Deputy Grand Knight: .............................. Tom Jirele
Chancellor: ................................................ Lee Jardine
Advocate: ............................................................. Open
Warden: ................................................................ Open
Inside Guard: ...................................... Eric Wandersee
Outside Guard: ........................................... Rich Gerdts
Financial Secretary: ..................... Dan Wolfe (PGK)
Treasurer: ............................................... Tom Eichten
Recorder: .................................................. Greg Nelson
Trustee (3 year): ..............................  PGK Dave Lax
Trustee (2 year): ........................  PGK Gary Sanford
Trustee (1 year): ......................... PGK Nic Matejcek

Directors and Chairmen
Program Director: ....................... Tom Jirele (DGK)
Membership Director: ....... LaVerne Klecker (PGK)
Adv/Publicity Director: ............... Dan Wolfe (PGK)
Aid & Assistance: ...................................  Greg Nelson
KC Chorus Director .......................... Stephen Nelson
Building Director ...................................... Tom Elbert
Director of  Faith Activities: ....... Dave Lax (PGK)
Director of Family Activities . Nic Matejcek (PGK)
Dir. of  Life Activities: ...................................... Open
Dir. of  Community Activities: .............. Lee Jardine
Gambling Manager: ...............................  Terry Evans
District Deputy: ....................... Gary Sanford (PGK)
KC Hall Manager: ..........  Mark Cunningham (PGK)
Interim Field Agent: ........................... Steve Winkels

Craig Wencl, our Knight of the Month, comes
from our neighboring KC Council in Blooming
Prairie. Craig has been involved in numerous
KC activities in his home Council such as,
pancake breakfasts, spaghetti suppers, Lenten
fish fries, and has assisted our Council for a
number of years, serving as altar server for our
annual Memorial Mass. He was recruited into
the Knights by his father, Dennis. Craig’s
grandfather, Ludwig Wencl, was a long-time
member of our Owatonna Council 945 until his
passing a few years ago.
Craig grew up in Blooming Prairie, along with a
brother and sister. After high school Craig
began working with Cedar Valley Services in
Owatonna and currently has a job with Kwik
Trip stores. Craig enjoys working at and
attending many church and KC activities as
well spending time with family. He is a also a
fan of hockey and the Minnesota Wild. We
thank Craig for all the time and effort he

contributes to the Knights of Columbus and we congratulate him on being honored
as our Knight of the Month.

Chaplain’s Message by Rev. James Starasinich

Dear Brother Knights,
We shall celebrate the Paschal Triduum this month at the
conclusion of Lent. It begins with the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. The movement of these three days can be somewhat
confusing if we do not take the time to review and ponder the
meaning of the Sacred Triduum. It is three days, beginning
with Thursday evening, and concluding with the Paschal Vigil
on Saturday night. There is a respectful silence as we meditate
on the Passion of our Lord, who began that Passion in the
Garden of Gethsemane after he departed the place where He
shared the meal with the twelve apostles. We repose the
Blessed Sacrament in another location, adoring until midnight.
We leave the church in silence. We gather in silence on Friday
for the celebration of the Lord’s Passion. We venerate the
Cross, recalling also our own cross that we ask the Good Lord
to help us embrace and carry so that we may be worthy to be
called His disciples. Do not be afraid to take up your cross at
Jesus’ command as He carries it with us. We do everything in
Christianity with Jesus’ help. He welcomed Simon of Cyrene to
help Him carry the Cross. Let us welcome Jesus to help us
carry our crosses.  We leave again the church in silence. We
gather silently again and prepare to celebrate the Feast of all
Feasts, beginning with the Lucenarium, or the Liturgy of the
Light, done outside the church building (weather permitting).

Dues Reminder: Annual dues renewals have mailed out. Please pay your annual dues as soon as possible and make arrangements to
pay any past-due dues. State and Supreme Council continues to charge Council #945 for all members so it is essential that we collect
our dues in a timely manner to pay these on behalf of each member and to allow us to do all we do as a Council. Also, note that all
members should have received 2 raffle tickets each. These are an additional $5 each and give you a chance to win some great cash
prizes. Drawings are held at the State Convention in May. Half of the money from each ticket comes back to us as a Council, so it is a
great fundraiser for us also. More tickets are available from LaVerne Klecker or Dan Wolfe, if you want to increase your chances.

The Exultet is sung and the Light overcomes the darkness, for
our victory is at hand. Then the Liturgy of the Word is
celebrated in abundance, recalling salvation history and we
again sing the Gloria, while we ring the bells that fell silent at
the conclusion of the Gloria during the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. A festive Alleluia is sung, introducing the Gospel that
proclaims the Resurrection. It is a night when catechumens
receive full initiation into the Body of Christ, the Church.
Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen! That becomes our joyful
acclamation as we begin the Octave, the eight days of Easter
which is really one great day celebrated because Christ our
Passover is Risen for us!  Divine Mercy Sunday, instituted by
Pope St. John Paul II, concludes the Octave, recalling Christ’s
gift of Mercy to the world. That mercy is a gift freely given. Let
us pray that many will open their hearts to Christ’s invitation:
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened and I will
restore you.” Prepare well for the wedding feast of “the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sins of the world.”  The Love and
Mercy of God is the message we are all called to live as
Christians. May the Good Lord complete the good work he has
begun in us!

Craig Wencl
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Council No. 945
P.O. Box 945
Owatonna, MN  55060

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Benefit Breakfast
St. Vincent de Paul Society

& Hospitality House
April 7,    8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

St. Mary’s School

Benefit Lenten Fish Dinners
Every Friday during Lent

KC Hall     5:00 - 7:00 p.m.


