
                                                                                                            
Dear Fellow Knights, 

 It is with excitement and honor that I script my first letter as Grand Knight for 
Council 92.  As first a member of the Saint Joseph Cathedral, then as a new 
initiate into The Knights of Columbus, through the ranks of the Fourth Degree, 
then as Deputy Grand Knight, and now as Grand Knight, it has been an interesting 
journey, one that I welcome and embrace, in service to my fellow brothers, 
Christian community and extended Community.  As I follow in the footsteps of 
our past Grand Knight, Kenneth Komisarek, who now leads our district, I welcome 
this challenge that has been laid before me. 

I would like to thank all the Brethren who have supported my development and 
have supported my position in this seat.  All who have come before me, all who 
walk with me now in this journey, and all who support the causes that the Knights 
of Columbus represents: serving people in need. 

The following officers have been elected to serve Council 92: Deputy Grand 
Knight: Dan Mitchell; Chancellor: David Soucy; Recorder: Anton Kaska; Treasurer: 
Greg Palladino; Advocate: John Gomez.  Please join me in supporting their service 
to the Council. 

I would like to lead with success and honor, as I would like to fulfill your 
expectations, since you have voted me into this seat.   I welcome your ideas to 
make this a great Council to belong to, one that will be enjoyable, fulfilling and 
rewarding in accomplishing our goals together.  I would like to continue to lead 
this noble group that represents Precious Blood of the Virgin Mary, the Knights of 
Columbus, and our Roman Catholic tradition. 

Please join me for our important fundraiser for the upcoming NASCAR race on 
Sunday July 13

th
.  This is our most lucrative fundraiser of the year, and all 

members are urged to participate.  Attendees will meet at PBVM at 5AM and 
carpools will form and leave for NH Motor Speedway, Loudon at 5:30AM.  The 
Council will receive hourly wages for each attendee.  Your contributions are 
greatly appreciated. 

Your Brother in Christ Jesus, 

John W Caldwell, Sr. 

Grand Knight 
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Our next Council Meeting at PBVM Hall is 

July 17, 2014                   7:00 pm  
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                       Chaplain’s Message 
 

 
My brother Knights, 
     Stars and Stripes, barbeques and parades, long lazy 
days at th beach, hot dogs and watermelon – all these 
things and more are part of the “birthday bash” for our 
country as we celebrate the 4th of July all month long. 
     Our nation was founded on the principles of “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” recognizing that 
these inalienable rights are given to us by our Creator.  
The founding fathers of our country were not afraid to 
acknowledge that God is the source of their inspiration 
and their courage to charter a new course for a fledgling 
nation.  How did we take such a wrong turn? 
     Today, to acknowledge God is said to be a “private 
thing” and has no place in the public square.  We are told 
that we need not apply morality to the passage of laws 
or how we govern ourselves.  We must be politically 
correct and not stand up for what is right in case it 
offends someone.  This is not the America envisioned by 
our founding fathers and it is not the way God intends us 
to live our faith.  Faith is not a private thing.  It is the 
guiding force in the way we live our lives.  It is not 
something that is kept inside the door of church on 
Sunday morning, but a road map on the way to peace, 
justice and mercy.  Faith is not a measure of judgment, 
but one of love – received from God and shared with 
others. 
     There are some who want to limit our practice of the 
faith – not in church, but in the everyday living of our 
lives.  In some places you can be fined or arrested for 
speaking the truth, even if it offends someone.  Since 
when did the truths of God given to us in Sacred 
Scripture and the Judeo-Christian tradition, become hate 
speech?  When did the active living out of faith become a 
threat to others? 
     Martin Luther King, in his great speech on the mall in 
Washington, said, “I look for the day when a man is 
judged by his character and not the color of his skin.”  
How great it would be if the same could be said about 
the practice of faith.  “I look forward to the day 
whenman is judged on his moral character and not the 
political correctness of his speech.” 
Vivat Jesus! 
Fr. Smolley    
 

Communications Button on the Manchester 
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Program Reports 
 

Church Report 
The Silver Rose of Guadalupe will be at PBVM 
Church on Sunday, July 13 for the 9:00 am 
Liturgy.  A special prayer service will take place 
at the end of the Liturgy.  Arrangements are 
being made to see if the Rose will be at St. 
Joseph Cathedral on Saturday, July 12 at 
4:00pm. 
  

Council Report 
Installation of officers will take place o Saturday, 
July 19.  See the notice later in the newsletter. 
Also our first of 2 major fund raisers for the 
council – NASCAR – takes place on Sunday, July 
13.  See the notice on this later I the newsletter 
as well.  
 

Family Report 
No report this month 
 

Youth Report 
No report this month. 
 

Community Report 
No report this month. 
 

Pro-Life Report 
Our Lady of Guadalupe holy hour at Precious 

Blood monastery - 1st Sunday of the month; the 

HGPI Mass and Rosary -  2nd Saturday.   

We are waiting to see what effect the latest 

Supreme Court ruling has on the NH buffer zone 

law.  We pray it will be repealed. 

Installation of Officers 
All Council members are invited to the 

Installation of Officers for the Fraternal Year 

2014 to 2015 on Saturday, July 19, 2014 at 

PBVM Church.  The installation will take place at 

6:00pm and will be followed by a light dinner in 

the parish hall.  Families are welcome to join us 

for the evening which should end by 8:00pm. 

http://home.comcast.net/~kofc92


From Our Field Agent 

Rafael Peschiera 
Are you a new Knight?  Have you been a Knight for 
a while?  In either case, I would be very happy to sit 
down with you and your family to discuss the many 
programs we have that could benefit you.  Do you 
have life insurance?  Thinking of setting up an 
annuity or a retirement plan?  Whatever your 
financial needs there could be a program through 
the Knights of Columbus Insurance Program that 
could help you now and in the future.  Please do 
not hesitate to call on me if you have questions or 
want more information.  You can reach me by 
phone at 703-6780.  You can also email me at 
rafael.peschiera@kofc.org.   Thanks for your time 
and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

Silver Rose of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
When our Lady appeared to Juan Diego on the hill 
in Tepeyac, Mexico, she asked him to tell the 
bishop to build a church in her honor.  The bishop 
asked for a sign to prove who it was that was 
asking for the church.  Our Lady left an imprint of 
her on the tilma (or cloak) Juan Diego wore and 
near the place a rose bush appeared where roses 
never grew before.  Juan Diego gathered up the 
roses and brought them to the bishop.  When the 
bishop saw the image and the roses, he knew Juan 
Diego was telling the truth about his vision and the 
church was built.  Today, the rose is still the symbol 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who is also the 
patroness of the unborn.  
    Some years ago, a jeweler in Mexico fashioned a 
rose out of silver, the precious metal of Mexico, as 
a tribute to Our Lady.  So popular was that silver 
rose that he made 4 more.  These silver roses, 
blessed at the Basilica Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe tour North America as an object of 
reflection and a reminder of the appearance of Our 
Lady. 
     We are privileged to have one of those roses in 
Manchester for the weekend of July 12 and 13.  We 
are hoping to have the Silver Rose at St. Joseph 
Cathedral on Saturday July 12 for the 4:00pm Mass 
and then at PBVM on Sunday, July 13 for the 
9:00am Liturgy.  A special prayer service will be 
held following the Liturgy on Sunday.   

     Council member and their families are invited to 
join in praying to Our Lady of Guadalupe and her 
silver rose on that weekend.   
     The Silver Rose will be transferred to the care of 
the Vermont State Council on Saturday, July 19. 
 

Council Position Still Open 
As you know, at our meeting in May we elected 
new officers for the 2014 – 2015 Fraternal Year.  
There are still two openings for Council officers 
that still need to be filled – Warden and Inside 
Guard.  If you would like to serve our Council in one 
of these capacities, please let GK John Caldwell or 
DGK Dan Mitchell know or you can declare your 
intentions during Old Business at our next Council 
meeting. 
 

New Hampshire Buffer Zone Law 
Will it stand? 

As you may know, the Supreme Court has struck 
down the Buffer Zone law as it was established in 
Massachusetts on the grounds of violating citizens 
1st amendment rights to assembly and free 
speech.  The question is how will this affect the 
recently enacted New Hampshire law which was 
based heavily on the Massachusetts law.  We hope 
that it will be struck down as well giving all who 
peacefully pray in front of abortion clinics the to 
use the sidewalks along side Planned Parenthood 
and other “women’s health facilities”.  Let’s hope 
so. 
 

NASCAR RACE – SUNDAY, JULY 13 
The first of our Council’s major fundraisers is 
coming up on Sunday, July 13 at New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway when members will work at the 
NASCAR race.  Our Council will be screening race 
attendees and their backpacks and coolers as we 
have done in the past.  We are always looking for 
more people to join in the work.  The more 
members who volunteer, the more money we 
make for our Council.  We will be leaving from 
PBVM at 4:30 am and will work from 5:45 to 12:00 
or so.  If you can help, please come to PBVM on 
Sunday morning.  There is a dress code for working 
– white shirts, khaki pants, and sneakers. Family 
members over the age of 16 are welcome to join us 
at this event. 

mailto:rafael.peschiera@kofc.org

