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Grand Knight Letter   

 

Brothers- 
 
Last month was a busy month for the Council. We finished up the year with a flurry of Christmas activities. 

On Friday, Dec. 2 we had our Nativity Lighting. Thanks to DGK Dave Idank for running the event and decorating the Council. After a 

round of caroling and a blessing from Fr. Euk, the kiddies went inside to decorate the tree and everyone enjoyed cocoa and cook-

ies arranged by Dave. Thanks to all of the volunteers who showed up to help Dave decorate the Council. 

On Sunday, Dec. 4 we had our annual Chili Cook Off. Thank you to Tony Konior for another great job. We had a good turnout and 

everyone enjoyed the chili. Thank you to everyone who took the time to cook their favorite chili recipe. 

Our Third Degree was held Dec. 9 at the Council. Congratulations to all of the brothers who made their degree. Thank you, DGK 

Dave Idank, for taking over for me, as I was unable to attend due to a death in my family. Congratulations, also, to Dave for receiv-

ing the Third Degree Award. Whenever I need Dave’s help with anything, he is there without hesitation. He does so much for the 

Council behind the scenes as well as the visible events like the PGK Dinner and the 2016 Annual Picnic, as well as our recent Nativ-

ity Lighting.  Thanks, also, to PGK Angelo Massaro, PGK Lou McGraw, PGK Chris Lehmann, PGK Rich Lehmann and PGK Bob Clifford 

for all of their help with the degree. Everyone raved about the food, and the State Council Officers commented on what a great 

job our Council does. They also told me that they prefer to do the Third Degree at our Council over any other. 

Our Children’s Breakfast with Santa was a big hit on Dec. 11. About 50 kids and their families enjoyed a full hot breakfast of eggs, 

hash browns, sausage, bacon and pancakes. After breakfast, our special guest, Santa, handed out gifts to all of the lucky children 

in attendance. Thank you, Santa, for taking time out of your busy Christmas schedule to make this appearance. It was wonderful 

to see the smiles on all of the little kids’ faces as they sat on Santa’s lap and received their presents. Thanks, also, to Mike and Erin 

Bradley for running the event. CCP Jim Murphy, PCCP Andy Pavelko, and Mike Ambrosino did a wonderful job cooking the break-

fast. Special thanks to PGK Lou McGraw for buying the Council a train set for around the tree, and setting it up numerous times 

that day (the kids really enjoyed playing with those trains!). 

 

Meetings: 

Council: 1st &3rd Friday of the Month at 8:30 P.M.  

Officers Meets at 7:30 P.M.  

Officers: Tuesday before 3rd Friday of the Month at 8:30 PM. Columbian Club     

Columbian Club: 3rd Friday of the month following K.C. 



 

The adults had their Christmas party of Dec. 16. PGK Chris Lehmann did an outstanding job with the food and gave us a beauti-

ful presentation, complete with centerpieces. We enjoyed Swedish meatballs, fried chicken, “funeral sandwiches,” (trust me; 

they taste better than the name sounds). We even had sushi! Chris and his wife Jamie, his niece and his son Jacob all worked to 

make the night a success. 

On Dec. 17 we distributed our Christmas food baskets and gifts to Jackson families in need. We delivered to a record 115 fami-

lies this year. Special thanks to PGK Bob and Donna Clifford and their daughter Meghan. It is all of their hard work that helps 

make this possible. Thank you to all Council members who ran or helped with the many events that make these donations pos-

sible. Special thanks to Steve Stasko and his Golf Committee, who raise a large part of the food basket funds, to all of the volun-

teers who showed up to get the food from Shoprite, assemble the baskets and deliver them to the families. Because of the rec-

ord number of baskets, many volunteers did more than one run.  

There is nothing like seeing the smiles on people’s faces when you show up at their door and knowing you made their holiday 

better, that you made a small difference by doing God’s work. Remember what Jesus said: “I was hungry and you gave me to 

eat.” We are truly a special Council in both our ability to pull off a large effort like this so seamlessly, but also in our desire to 

serve our community. 

On Dec. 17 we also had our Old Timers Day. Thank you, CCP Jim Murphy and Mike Ambrosino for cooking the food that we 

served to our longtime members. Thanks, also, to all of the brothers who showed up to socialize with these members and share 

stories. It was nice to see our older members. They really seemed to enjoy the day. 

We joined the St. Al’s Boy Scouts at Care One on Sunday, Dec. 18 to sing Christmas carols to the elderly. The kids, dressed in 

festive costumes, handed out homemade Christmas ornaments and shared cookies with the residents. Special tanks to Mike 

Bradley, Joe D’Angelo, Tom Raulinavich, PCCP Rich Russo, and Alex D’Ambrosio for joining us, and to Mike Ambrosino for play-

ing Santa on short notice! Lori Ambrosino took videoed the event for our Facebook page. PGK Lou McGraw was nice enough to 

bake the cookies we ate. We all had a great time, and it was nice to see the smiles on residents’ faces and the children sang for 

them and handed them the ornaments. 

I hope that you and your families had a blessed Christmas. After seeing the hardship in our own community, may it make us 

mindful of our many blessings. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Grand Knight Victor Salvi 



Columbian Club President Letter 

 

First I hope everybody had a merry Christmas and a happy new 

year with their families. As the new year is upon us I pray that 

we all work harder on being better Knights. We have run a lot of 

events lately and we were very short on our membership help-

ing out with these events hopefully this year more people will 

step up. It is up to us to make this council A success we all need 

to work together and make time to help out. Remember all we 

do helps a lot of people in need. 

I would like to thank my worthy recorder Mike Bradley and his 

wife for all that you do for the kids of this council . I would also 

like to thank Jean-Marie DeBiase for all that she does for this 

council . And all the other ladies that helped out with our 

events if it wasn't for you ladies are events would not be as suc-

cessful as they are. We all appreciate everything that you do for 

us. The ladies of the knights deserve our respect and apprecia-

tion for everything they do. 

CCP. Jim Murphy  
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Please note, to add or remove someone from the prayer list, contact Russ Taylor at wrtaylor@optonline.net 

 

For These We Pray 

Monsignor Innocenzio, Alan Ford, Anne Ciccone, Bob Ferrell, victims from the recent 

flooding, Brother Knight and one of our Council’s patriarchs, Alfred Lehmann. Tom 

Drum’s wife who recently passed, Edith Cromwell, Michael Foley, Gregory Mador, 

Maryellen Kennedy, Alfred Lehman & The Lehman Family, Charles Schmidt,  victims of 

recent terrorist attacks, Police & Firefighters, persecuted Christians around the world, 

All Military Personnel here and aboard, Diocese's Seminarians. As well as all the recent 

victims of  terrorism. 

 


