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Patriotism


Patriotism is Duty, Honor, Country. (Knights to Christ December 5th entry)





Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people chosen as his very own. (Psalm 33:12)





Christmas Truce of 1914





�





The above artist’s rendering from The London Illustrated New of January 9, 1915 depicts German and English soldiers locked arm-in-arm, exchanging headgear during a Christmas truce of 1914. 





In the week leading up to the holiday, French, German and British soldiers crossed trenches to exchange seasonal greetings and talk. In some areas, men from both sides ventured into � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_man%27s_land" \o "No man's land" �no man's land� on � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve" \o "Christmas Eve" �Christmas Eve� and � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Day" \o "Christmas Day" �Christmas Day� to mingle and exchange food and souvenirs. There were joint burial ceremonies and prisoner swaps, while several meetings ended in carol-singing. Men played games of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football" \o "Association football" �football� with one another, giving one of the most memorable images of the truce. Peaceful behavior was not ubiquitous; fighting continued in some sectors, while in others the sides settled on little more than arrangements to recover bodies. 





The following year, a few units arranged ceasefires but the truces were not nearly as widespread as in 1914; this was, in part, due to strongly worded orders from the high commands of both sides prohibiting � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternization" \o "Fraternization" �fraternization�. Soldiers were no longer amenable to truce by 1916. The war had become increasingly bitter after devastating human losses suffered during the battles of the Somme and Verdun, and the incorporation of poison gas into the hostilities.


  

















Fraternity


Fraternity is His life in us. (Knights to Christ December 18th entry)





I have been crucified with Christ and no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)





Upcoming Events


January 1	Solemnity of Mary


January 6	Carron Coffee House 


January 7, 8	Community Sunday


January 7, 8	LOW Diaper Drive


January 10	Council social meeting


January 15	Parish breakfast (Men’s Club)


January 21	Food Bank of the Rockies


January 17, 18	Samaritan Sunday


January 18	Council officers’ meeting


January 20	Carron Coffee House


January 21	Parish Anniversary Dinner Dance (Men’s Club)


January 24	Council business meeting


January (date to be determined) Council audit





Wreaths Across America


Thanks to members of our council and assembly who participated in the Wreaths Across America ceremony at Ft. Logan on December 17. A total of 6500 wreaths were placed at the gravesites of deceased veterans.





Prayer for Persecuted Christians


God of all the nations, the One God who is and was and always will be, in your providence you willed that your Church be united to the suffering of your Son. Look with mercy on your servants who are persecuted for their faith in you. Grant them perseverance and courage to be worthy imitators of Christ. Bring your wisdom upon leaders of nations to work for peace among all peoples. May your Spirit open conversion for those who contradict your will, that we may live in harmony. Give us the grace to be united in truth and freedom, and to always seek your will in our lives. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us. 


Prayer composed by Archbishop William E. Lori, Supreme Chaplain











