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Brothers, 

 We have just concluded another successful state convention. All the 

state officers were again elected to their state offices. Congratulations to all 

my fellow state officers on their reelection. We were also privileged to have 

with us our Deputy Supreme Knight, Logan Ludwig. We extend our thanks 

and appreciation for his attending our annual state convention.  

 Kathie Difiore, from Several Sources Shelters, was our guest 

speaker at the banguet. Kathy gave a very moving and inspiring 

presentation of the tremendous work her organization is doing to save 

babies and help the mothers. 

 At our annual state convention banquet, the following awards were 

presented: 

 Family of the year- The DiLoreto Family, Lou and Kathie, and their 

children Donnie, Brianna, Dakota and Sierra from Marlton N.J.; 

 The DD Circle of honor:  

 Trenton Diocese - Paul Donini, Ed Michalak;  

 Paterson - John Walsh and Dave Coppola;  

 Metuchen - Scott Williams and John Brower;  

 Newark - Paul Pinkman and Charles Collins;  

 Camden - Mathew Gagnon and Joseph Williams  

 DD of the Year: Paul Donini for his leadership in starting the 

“Shoulder to Shoulder” program, leading our support for the Police. 

My congratulations to all. 

 The end of the fraternal Columbian year is fast approaching. All 

councils are requested to send in their completed Sp-7 form by June 15-no 

later. If there are any discrepancies on the form we still have time to correct 

them and resubmit them to Supreme. All councils should clear their 

completed forms with their DD before sending them in. 

 On behalf of all the state officers, my congratulations and 

appreciation to all the DD’s, councils and members for their continued 

commitment and dedication to our order. This past year New Jersey State 

Council again had a banner year. We are looking to do even greater things 

in 2017. 

God Bless you all for what you do for our order. 

Bruce De Molli KSG 

NJ State Deputy 

 

 

Bruce DeMolli 
State Deputy 
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My Brother Knights. 
            As the calendar turns from May to June, our thoughts 
turn to warm weather, long weekends at our favorite beaches, 
trips to visit family in locations other than where we live, 
basically vacation time with friends and family. 
            Two dates to remember during the summer months are 
important in the history of these United States of America. The 
first one is Flag Day, June 14, a day when people across 
America honor the National Colors and commemorate the 
Flag’s adoption. On June 14, 1777, a Resolution was adopted 
by the Continental Congress following the report of a special 
committee that was assigned to suggest the Flag’s design. 
The Resolution read as follow: 
“That the flag of the United States shall be of thirteen stripes 
of alternate red and white, with a union of thirteen stars of 
white in a blue field, representing the new constellation.” 
            Observation of the adoption of the flag was not soon in 
coming, though there are many claims to the first “Official 
observance” of Flag Day.  One from a Hartford, Ct, celebration 
during the summer of 1861. At that time, schools all over the 
United States, as well as individual communities, held Flag 
Day programs to contribute to the “Americanization” of 
immigrant children. 
            Another claim is from New York, where, on June 14, 
1889, the principal of a free kindergarten for poor school 
children had his school hold patriotic ceremonies in 
observance of the anniversary of the passing of the 
resolution. Shortly thereafter, the state legislature passed a 
law making it the responsibility of the school superintendents 
to ensure that schools hold observances for Lincoln’s 
Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day and Flag Day. 
            On June 14, 1954, President Eisenhower signed the bill 
inserting the words “Under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance, 
which many have tried to have reversed recently. Can you 
imagine the uproar if someone tried to do today what was 
done in Connecticut in 1861, or in New York in 1889? 
            The other major day in the history of our great country 
is July 4th.  I believe we all know thesignificance of this date in 
our country’s history and I am sure most know there were 5 
citizen of New Jersey that signed that document: Richard 
Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart 
and Abraham Clark. 
            I hope you all have a splendid and safe summer with 
your friends and family, enjoying all this great country has to 
offer. 

John 
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Father Michael McGivney Guild 

Every K of C member should be a member of the Father Michael McGivney Guide. The cost is free. It should be 

presented to the new members at every First Degree or have members join on line: 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html   

Father McGivney’s Life 

Father McGivney was an idealist. He was a man whose youthful vision and creativity  

expanded and matured even as his physical well-being diminished. 
 

Favors & Testimonials 

When an individual becomes a candidate for sainthood, there is an opportunity to call upon him or her for help. 

Favors received through Father McGivney's intercession are signs of God's love manifested through the holiness 

of his life. Enlist Father McGivney as an intercessor for your prayers. View prayers. 
 

Report & View Favors 

Tell the world how Father McGivney has helped you!  The Farther McGivney Guild, One Columbus Plaza, New 

Haven CT 06510-3326 
 

Weekly Guild Mass 

Each week a Mass is celebrated by Father Gabriel B. O'Donnell, vice postulator of the cause for Father McGivney, 

for the intentions of members of the Father McGivney Guild. 

All Souls Novena of Masses 

Between Oct. 24 and Nov. 2, Father Gabriel B. O’Donnell, vice postulator, celebrates Mass for all deceased 

relatives and friends of Guild members.  
 

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney  (order Supreme form #2617) 

          God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the 

widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father Michael J. 

McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the 

young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the 

example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus 

Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and 

building up his Body which is the Church. 

           

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater 

confidence in your love so that we may continue his work 

of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask 

that you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. 

McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy 

will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now 

present (here make your request).  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.) 

William Birtwistle, PSD, State Chairman 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
http://www.kofc.org/common/video/bplayer.html?id=1980414117001
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/guild/favors/index.html
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/guild/events/index.html
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/guild/events/index.html
mailto:william.birtwistle@njkofc.org
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 June is here and it’s filled with many different messages Hopefully we are working on 

fulfilling our quotas for STAR COUNCIL, bringing in those last remaining members and working 

with our Insurance Agents to sign up fraternal benefit members. Even if we have not reached our 

goal of STAR COUNCIL it is time to check why we have fallen short. With a new year approaching, 

Grand Knights doing a second year or a newly elected Grand Knight must start planning now if you 

are to attain your goals. The State and Supreme will be providing membership training and 

hopefully you will take advantage of it. 

 It is time to sit down and speak with your Insurance Agent to map out a strategy to educate 

our members on the insurance programs. 

 Financial Secretaries and Retention Chairmen should definitely be taking leadership training 

and financial secretary training. Remember retention starts the day a member takes his first degree. 

Doing retention correctly makes all the difference in the world as to whether we lose a brother or 

retain him. 

 A strong membership team with an outgoing leader is an important part of the puzzle. Start 

planning your membership drives (BLITZ) and always remember that everything you do is a 

membership drive. THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX. Perhaps what you have been doing is not reaching 

your perspective members. 

 If you are struggling, let’s talk. Either I or a member of the membership team will be more 

than happy to work on a plan that will be successful. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Mike Vaclavicek, FDD 

Membership Director 

“Protecting God’s Kingdom 

’  

 
 
                                                      
 

 

 
 

mailto:mikevacl@aol.com
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“Nobody says it’s too much…….” 
 In the years that I have been an agent, I have done the paperwork for hundreds of death 
claims.  I have had the privilege of helping countless widows and widowers and grieving children who 
have lost a loved one.  Taking the time to sit with them, do the paperwork for their Knights of 
Columbus policies and annuity contracts and helping them with forms for any other entity that they 
needed help with. 

 In all those years there is one constant………..No one has ever said, “It’s too much I don’t 
need that much money.” 

 Not one widow when faced with the loss of her husband, and the loss of some of her income, 
says, “No, take it back I don’t need it”.  More often than not they say that they could use more and 
wished their husbands had taken out more insurance.  Not one brother Knight who has lost his wife 
ever says, “Keep it, and give it to someone who needs it more”, when his wife has died.  The more 
common comment is, “I wish I had taken out more, I have a lot of bills to pay.” 

 Most people are blissfully ignorant when it comes to what their true needs in retirement are.  
And what liabilities remain, when the ability to earn new money ends.  Too often we hear from 
members, “my investments will cover, I don’t even need insurance”. Only to find out a few years later, 
when they lose a loved one that they really did need more insurance, as it ended up being a better 
value than trying to time or beat the market. 

 In a time when there are huge fluctuations in the value of the market from year to year and fees 
and taxes often eat up most or all of the gain you do make, we sell guarantees. 

 We guarantee that the death benefit will be there, when you or your loved one passes, as long 
as your premiums are paid.   

 We guarantee that, if applicable, you can access cash values of your policy in times of need. 

 We guarantee that, when everyone else is asking you for a check to pay off a debt resulting 
from the death of a loved one, that we will be there, bringing you a bucket of income tax free cash, to 
help you keep your head above water. 

 Permanent life insurance has been described by Forbes and CNBC as an asset class that 
needs to be in every family’s portfolio.  And we are the best permanent insurance company in 
America, bar none.  Top ratings for financial strength, and ethical conduct.  A promise made by our 
founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney to be there when you need us the most.  134 years of fulfilling his 
vision and making it our vocation to help our brothers and their families.  That’s what a Field Agent 
and General Agent does.  That’s who we are and what we do.   

 Protecting Catholic Families since 1882. 

 Charles Miraglia 

 General Agent, Northern New Jersey 

  

mailto:charles.miraglia@kofc.org
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Brothers, 
 Amazingly, we are reaching the end of the 2015-2016 Columbian Year. It has been a truly 
remarkable year. This year was an eye opening experience for the team and me, where we have 
seen an increase in service program involvement throughout the State.  We found ourselves amazed 
at the creativity of Council’s and Individuals who crafted new programs in response to the ever 
changing environment we live in. My sincerest thanks goes to Hal Delaney, Deputy Program Director, 
Joe Miller, Youth Activities Director, Peter Briody, Columbian Squires and Squire Rose Director, Rich 
Connor, Community Activities Director, Peter Kueken, Church Activates Director, John Castagna, 
Council/Fraternal Activities Director and Joe Wickham Special Programs Director, for their leadership 
by example. I would also like to thank our State Council Web Master, Bernie Ernst for keeping our 
online presence up to date and accurate. In addition, I would like to thank John Gazis for his hard 
work and effort on supporting Bernie with the website as well as for being the Editor in Chief of the 
Crusader, our e-Newsletter.   
 Most of all, I thank our program chairmen for their involvement and enthusiasm.  Their 
contribution makes the difference. I have learned a great deal from the feedback on our programs we 
have received from our State Officers, District Deputies, Grand Knights, and Brother Knights. Your 
knowledge and support is always appreciated and makes a difference in how we respond to our 
organization’s needs.  The contributions and efforts of all these individuals were evident at the NJ 
State Knights of Columbus Convention during the Programs Award section of the agenda.  Over 130 
awards were given out in the 7 program areas, where many worthy Councils were eligible for 
recognition.  But of course, only one can win. 
 I can say without hesitation that the New Jersey State Council is very fortunate to have such 
councils of distinction and caliber involved in our many service program activities. We can be very 
proud of the fact that they go the extra mile. As in the passage from Mathew 25:40 --  “The King will 
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’  Our NJ State Councils truly act as Disciples of Christ through their actions.  They make a 
difference in our communities and they define just what the Knights of Columbus are all about: 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. 
 

As always, here are a few reminders:  
Programs: 
 

 06/25 – Grand Knights Meeting, 7:45 am Mass, 8:15 am Registration.  Invititation forthcoming. 

 06/26 - State Tank Pull Competition, Clifton. Register on line www.tankpullkofc.org 
 

REPORTS DUE: 

 06/30 – Columbian Award Application Due (Form SP-7) (There’s no reason it can’t be sent it early) 

 07/01 – Report of Chosen Officers Due (Form 185) 
 

I look forward to the coming Columbian year 2016-17.  Let us, together, do our best to develop a 
calendar of programs with the tools supplied by our State Council and Supreme.  Remember to have 
fun and work together to Protect God’s Kingdom. 
 

Keep the Faith, 
Jim Sweeney, FDD 
NJ State Program Director 
 

http://www.tankpullkofc.org/
mailto:jim1_sweeney@hotmail.com
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My Brother Knights, 

 Every year thousands of people are diagnosed as having an 'Autoimmune Disease'.  An 

autoimmune disease is one wherein the body's immune system turns on itself, what's called 

an immunity response, attacking its organs and internal systems, slowly destroying them. 

Autoimmune diseases can affect the connective tissue in your body (the tissue which binds 

together body tissues and organs), as well as other parts of your body such as nerves, 

muscles, the endocrine system (the system that directs your body’s hormones and other 

chemicals), and the digestive system. 

 There are more than 130 diseases, which fall into this category of illness.  Individually, 

autoimmune diseases are not very common, with the exception of thyroid disease, diabetes, 

and systemic lupus. However, taken as a whole, they represent the fourth largest cause of 

disability in the United States. 

 There is no definitive explanation as to the causes of most autoimmune diseases and 

most have no cure.  They remain among the most poorly understood and poorly recognized of 

any category of illnesses. Individual diseases range from the benign to the severe. Symptoms 

vary widely, notably from one illness to another, but even within the same disease. But 

because the diseases affect multiple body systems, their symptoms are often misleading, 

which hinders accurate diagnosis. To help patients live longer, healthier lives, a better 

understanding of these diseases is needed, as well as a means of providing early diagnosis 

and treatment 

 The following is a short list of the better-known autoimmune diseases: 

 Multiple Sclerosis   Systemic Lupus Erthematosus (Lupus)  

 Rheumatoid Arthritis Type 1 Diabetes    Crohn’s Disease  

 Scleroderma  Ulcerative Colitis   Myasthenia Gravis 

 For a complete list of autoimmune diseases as well as more information about them, 

including local or regional support offices point your Internet browser to www.aininc.org 

 The purpose of this program is to promote awareness and education of the diseases, 

which fall into the autoimmune category.  As you can imagine research and progress into 

finding not only a cure but also the causes of many of these diseases is hampered by a lack of 

awareness and availability of funding for their research 

 You and your council can help those afflicted with autoimmune diseases, including your 

councils’ members and family members, by hosting an ‘Autoimmune Disease Education Talk’ 

led by program chairman Jim Stoever at a social meeting in your council, assembly, chapter or 

federation or after a Sunday mass in your church. 

 You can also raise funds to help those combating these diseases.  Since this program’s 

inception last year, Jim has traveled the state speaking to councils, chapters and federations 

educating them on this topic.  Each presentation was well received and many attendees came 

forward to acknowledge that someone they know suffers from one of these diseases.  Contact 

me for more information on ways to help or to request assistance in scheduling an education 

night or a fundraiser 

Joseph Wickham, Special Programs Director 

http://www.aininc.org/
http://www.aininc.org/
http://www.aininc.org/
http://www.aininc.org/
http://www.aininc.org/
mailto:jdwickhamofs@optimum.net
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Brothers: 

 With the 2016 State Convention over, we have one month left in the Columbian Year to 

reach our Culture of Life goals, if we haven’t already. If you have reached your goal, try exceeding 

it. The year isn’t over just because we’re back from Wildwood. June is for dads, so let’s celebrate 

and honor all the fathers out there with a rose sale, baby bottle drive, or a donation through the 

Save a Life or Share in Life programs. Maybe combine that with Adoption as an Option and make 

the donation in the name of an adoptive father in your council! 

 

The competition for the Huggie Award in the Diapers for Babies program was  

quite fierce this year, with many more councils reporting participation. From the  

council reports, 46,227 diapers, 30,359 wipes, 1,780 units of formula and  

$3,656.95 were sent to various crisis pregnancy centers, social service agencies  

and food pantries! We are making a difference with this program! 

 

Congratulations also to those winning awards for Share in Life participation:  

Our Lady of the Mountains ($8,106.65), Father Capodanno Council ($4,800), and Queen of Peace 

Council ($1,800). Kudos also go to St. Joseph’s Council 3402 for raising and donation $41,800 to 

Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center in Salem, NJ! 

 

Spiritual Adoption Program. Another great way to promote the Culture  

of Life in June is to participate in this program! Talk to your pastor about  

scheduling a Pledge Drive in your parish to gather the names and  

e-mail addresses and scheduling a virtual baby shower at the end of the  

selected 9 months. Now is the time to get things on calendar for the Fall!  

Also, anyone who took a pledge card at the state convention should please  

email his or her name to Bill Harris as soon as possible. If you will be  

attending the Grand Knight’s meeting later this month, please consider  

signing a pledge card if you have not already. 

 

Grand Knights Meeting. Speaking of the Grand Knights Meeting, we will be launching a new and 

exciting program that spans both Respect Life and Catholic Citizenship. Please be sure that your 

council has a representative in attendance to find out the details! Remember, just because we are 

starting a new Columbian Year does not mean that the battle for the Culture of Life has ended; it 

continues on! You should be planning out your strategies for the new year and getting ready to 

implement them! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Steven J. Richardson, FM 

Culture of Life Programs Director 

 

 

mailto:bh1013@outlook.com
mailto:sksteve.richardson@gmail.com
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As The Curtain Comes Down… 

 June is a transition month.  Students end one grade and advance to the next; they graduate from one 

level and move on to the next; or they go out into the work force.  More weddings take place in June (10.8%), 

barely edging out April (10.2%).  June is also the month when Councils and Assemblies hold their elections 

(actually between May 15th and June 15th – Sec. 128 Knights of Columbus Charter, Constitution & Laws) so 

members are elected to an Officer Chair; advance through the Chairs; or retire. 

 Some Officers never really retire completely, they eagerly transition as “Immediate Past Grand Knight” 

or they are elected to continue serving their fellow Knights as a Trustee, Director or Chairman.  Or sometimes 

a combination of all three!  There are some of your Brother Knights who have been asked to serve the State 

Deputy in a variety of positions. Most stay on as the State Officers were newly elected to a 2nd term of office at 

the State Convention. 

 About 25% of District Deputies will also be retiring at the end of June, to be replaced by a batch of 

new, eager men. So what happens to keep everyone informed through The Crusader as they step up; step 

down; or step laterally?  We have a plan! 

 Current Grand Knights / Navigators who are continuing another term automatically remain on the mail 

server.  As each Grand Knight or Navigator steps down, they are shifted to a “Past Grand Knight” or Past 

Faithful Navigator status on the mail server and will continue to receive The Crusader and other important 

State notices.  The same holds true for retiring District Deputies, Program Directors and Chairmen. 

 For mail server purposes, and the upcoming 2016-2017 New Jersey State Council Directory, the 

current and incoming District Deputies will shortly be receiving a packet from the State Office including, 

among other items, worksheets and instructions for registering their assigned Council’s Grand Knight, 

Financial Secretary and Chaplain.   

 Assemblies, Federations and Chapters can log on now and register their organizations.  State staff 

have been registering since March 1st, anyone who has not already done so are asked to please take a few 

minutes now and complete your registration.  Deadline for all registrations is June 30th. 

 A word about your passwords:  If you already have a password for the state website, nothing will 

change.  If you are a newly elected / appointed State staff chairman; Grand Knight, Financial Secretary, 

Faithful Navigator, or Faithful Comptroller, you will need to register for a new security level or 2.   

District Deputies are automatically assigned a level 3 when we receive notification.  Your password 

never changes, only your security level.  Once you are assigned a security level you will never be 

downgraded (i.e. a PGK remains at level 2). 

As stated before, June 30th is the deadline to let US know of moves (up, down or sideways) and it 

takes us a month to sort and verify data), so by July 31st the mail server will be loaded and everyone should 

receive their August edition of The Crusader.  Remember, for each role you assume on the local or state level 

you will be assigned into groups.  If you have multiple roles you will receive broadcast mail for each of your 

positions.  Targeted e-mails to particular groups will be only single e-mails. 

*  PRIVACY NOTICE:  By submitting your original registration, or accepting an officer or staff position, you 
agreed to receive official New Jersey State Council Knights of Columbus e-mails from 
webmaster@njkofc.org.  Should you decide, at any time, not to receive official New Jersey State Council 
correspondence and notifications please send an e-mail to optout@njkofc.org and enter Unsubscribe in the 
subject line.  Please allow 72 hours for us to process your request.    
*   PLEASE: Remember to notify us if you change phone numbers, addresses, or e-mail addresses as we 
also update the State Directory and the mail server. 
 

Vivat Jesus!!!   Bernie Ernst, FDD ~ New Jersey State Webmaster  
 

mailto:webmaster@njkofc.org
mailto:optout@njkofc.org
mailto:webmaster@njkofc.org
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5 
SCHEDULED DEGREES 

LINK  individual councils below for details. 
 

DEGREE:         LINK  ,          LOCATION & DATE:  

                  

CAMDEN: 

1st ~ June 6th  Council 1443 Haddon Twp 

1st ~ June 13th   Council 7463 Waterford 

3rd ~ June 14th  Council 12184   

   Cape May Ct House 

3rd ~ June 17th  Council 1443 Haddon Twp 

                

METUCHEN 

 

                   

NEWARK: 

1st ~ June 8th   Council 13455 Dumont 
3rd ~ June 10th  Council 4504 Garwood 

1st ~ June 13  Council 5730 Scotch Plains 
1st ~ June 14th  Council 2188 Westwood 
1st ~ June 26th  Council 3550 Ridgefield 
 

PATERSON: 

3rd ~ June 3rd  Council 3359 Denville 

1st ~ June 15th  Council 11671 Clifton 
                 

TRENTON: 

3rd ~ June 3rd  Council 4969 Toms River 

2nd ~ June 8th  Council 3187 Fair Haven 
3rd ~ June 10th  Council 6201 Jackson 

1st ~ June 16th  Council 1082 Moorestown 
3rd ~ June 17th  Council 3187 Fair Haven 
 
 

All Website Schedules  
 

           

                       

                                  

   COUNCIL                             CHARTERED               YRS 

     588 ~ Sparta  June   1, 1901 115 
   3532 ~ Hilltop June   3, 1952   64 
    355 ~ Trenton June   5, 1898 118 
   2531 ~ Vineland June   8, 1924   92 
  2483 ~ Hackettstown June 10, 1923   93 
  1736 ~ Ridgewood June 14, 1914 102 
  3665 ~ Netcong June 14, 1953   63 
  5730 ~ Scotch Plains June 16, 1965   51 
  3428 ~ North Arlington June 18, 1951   65 
  4066 ~ Maplewood June 18, 1955   61 
  2850 ~ Linden June 21, 1942   74 
  5437 ~ Garwood June 21, 1963   53 
  3550 ~ Ridgefield  June 23, 1952   64 
  1345 ~ Dumont June 25, 1908 108 
  3679 ~ Closter June 25, 1953   63 
    589 ~ Burlington June 27, 1901  115 
  2617 ~ Wanaque June 27, 1926   90 
    520 ~ Englewood June 20, 1900 116 
 

 State Deputy Bruce DeMolli along with the entire 
NJ State Council and the Newsletter Staff would 
like to take this opportunity to wish ALL councils 
best wishes on their Charter Anniversary.  
    May your council continue to grow and do 
good deeds for many more years to come!  Let’s 
continue to grow our Order, expand our programs 

and continue “Protecting God’s Kingdom!” 

   

[NOTE: Due to the large number of anniversaries 

each month we have limited the publishing list to the 
names of councils celebrating their 25th, 50th, or 
higher Anniversary during the current month.] 

 

http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/camden-county-june-6.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/camden-county-june-13.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/cape-may-county-june-14-tuesday.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/camden-county-june-17.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-second-degrees/bergen-county-june-8.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/union-county-june-10.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/union-county-june-9.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/bergen-county-june-14.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/bergen-county-june-26-sunday.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/morris-county-june-3.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/passaic-county-june-15.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/ocean-county-june-3.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-second-degrees/monmouth-county-june-8.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/ocean-county-june-10.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees/burelington-council-june-16-1082.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-third-degrees/monmouth-county-june-17.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/degree-information/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/degrees/degree-information/scheduled-degrees/scheduled-first-degrees.html
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My Brother Knights, 

    In addition to our many civic and social projects, as well as our work to promote and 
cultivate patriotism and pride in our country, Flag Day holds a special place of honor for the 
Knights of Columbus. In that vein, more than 60 years ago, the Knights of Columbus helped 
lead the charge to add "under God" to the Pledge of Allegiance on Flag Day, June 14, 1954. 
 
     The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States originated on Columbus Day 1893 
with no mention of Almighty God.  On April 22, 1951, the Board of Directors of the Knights of 
Columbus adopted a resolution to amend the Pledge of Allegiance as recited at the beginning 
of every meeting of the 800 Fourth Degree Assemblies by the addition of the words "under 
God" after the words "one nation". The adoption of this resolution by the Supreme Board of 
Directors had the effect of an immediate initiation of this practice throughout the Fourth Degree 
Assembly meetings with numerous State Councils following suit. 
 

     Over the next three years, the U.S. Congress was inundated with similar  
petitions and resolutions. Persistence paid off with the adoption of the  
resolution by both Houses of Congress. The signing by President Dwight D.  
Eisenhower on Flag Day, June 14, 1954, finally made official the amendment  
conceived, sponsored and put into practice by the Knights of Columbus  
more than three years earlier. 
 

     In a message to Supreme Knight Luke E. Hart, on August 17, 1954,  
President Eisenhower, in recognition of the initiative of the Knights of 
 Columbus in originating and sponsoring the amendment to the Pledge of Allegiance, said: 
                     "WE ARE PARTICULARLY THANKFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR PART IN THE 
MOVEMENT TO HAVE THE WORDS "UNDER GOD" ADDED 
           TO OUR PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.......FOR THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH YOUR 
ORGANIZATION HAS MADE TO THE CAUSE, WE MUST BE  
           GENUINELY GRATEFUL....." 
 
  Six years ago, at the request of Supreme  
 Council and the New Jersey State Council, we  
 established a ceremony to honor our National Flag 
 and have successfully carried it forward each year 
 since.  We will continue that tradition on FLAG DAY 
 TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2016 at the MERCER COUNTY 
 PARK VETERANS' MEMORIAL, starting at  12:00 
 p.m. This is a public event and all are welcome to 
 attend.  Color Corps members are invited to 
 participate in the ceremony and form the honor 
 guard escorting the Flag. If you are able to attend, 
 please contact Sir Knight A. Thomas Ponting at 
 609-203-2390 or  atponting@gmail.com so we can  
 make arrangements for refreshments. 
 
 Chester Kulak 
 Master, Second NJ District 
         

 

 

 

mailto:atponting@gmail.com
mailto:chetkulak@gmail.com
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* PLEASE NOTE - ALL MONTHLY REPORTS ARE DUE AT THE 

   STATE COUNCIL OFFICE ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 
 

      Be sure to make a note of the activities that are scheduled for 

the next several months. Click the specific activity [hyperlink]  

to obtain more information, details and forms. Log-in required. 
 

                   
                 

Please forward this 
Newsletter to all your council members. 

 

WHEREEVER YOU SEE PRINT [“LINK”] THE COLOR OF THIS BOX –  

OR   – YOU CAN HYPERLINK DIRECTLY TO THE WEBSITE 

 
   CHECK  for “Summary of Forms & Deadlines”  

 
 

                   
 

 

 

JUNE 2016                                                  
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AUGUST 2016                                                  
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2016 

June 5 ~ Founders Day Awards Presentation 

June 24 ~ District Deputy Meeting, East Brunswick 

June 25 ~ Grand Knights Meeting, East Brunswick 

June 30 –  Year end Reports Due  

June 30 - Staff Directory Forms Due 

June 30 -  Assembly, Chapter, Federation 

 Directory  Forms Due 

   July 4 ~  Independence Day – Fly your Flag 

 July 9 ~ Installation of State Officers and  

   District Deputies 

July 24 ~  Parents Day 

Aug 2, 3, 4 ~ Supreme Convention – Toronto 

Aug 12 ~  Father McGiveny’s 164th  birthday 

Aug 14  126th  Anniversary of Fr McGivney’s 

  passing  

 

http://www.njkofc.org/start.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/summary-of-forms-deadlines.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/2016-2017-state-directory-forms.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/2016-2017-state-directory-forms.html
http://www.njkofc.org/start/members/forms-reports/2016-2017-state-directory-forms.html



