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Dear Brother Knights and Friends, 

As we enter February, the month devoted to love and the 
appreciation of those closest to us, I would like to wish you 
and yours a very Happy St. Valentine's Day. Let’s all try to 
remember the warmth of the love freely given by our 
spouses and our families as we proceed through the 
remainder of the year and strive to be patient and loving in 
return. No matter how mad they can make us! 

There are a few items I would like to touch on. First, the 
local councils, State council and Supreme council are 
joining forces to raise $300,000 to help fight for the 
passage of the Marriage Amendment in Pennsylvania 
which defines marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman. There are many who would prefer to further 
destroy the traditional family by legitimizing gay marriage. 
They would give the same rights instilled by God and 
seconded by government to all male and all female 
“couples”. This is both morally and socially wrong and we 
must help to keep this from happening.  The state council 
has requested an additional $2.00 per billable member 
plus an additional $1.06 per member to raise the $150,000 
that Supreme will match thus providing a total of $300,000 
to fight for what is right an proper. To date we have paid 
the $2.00 per billable member as approved at the 2007 
State Convention. As for paying the additional $1.06 we 
(the council officers) would like your input.  Do we pay the 
additional amount of $1.06 or not?  Many councils are 

appealing to their Life and Honorary Life members to 

contribute. Come to the regular meeting on February 4
th
 

and voice your opinion on the matter.   

A second item is the March for Life.  Both St. Bernadette 
and North American Martyrs had busses go to Washington 
D.C.. The showing for our bus was very encouraging in 
terms of  the number of youths attending the March. Each 
year the numbers seem to grow and so does the 
enthusiasm of those attending. At the same time it is a little 
disappointing in terms of numbers of members attending. 
Each year we see large numbers of brother knights from 
other councils marching together and proclaiming their 
distain for Roe vs. Wade and the legalized killing of unborn 
babies!  It would be a thrill to see our membership turn out 
in large numbers and really take a stand to reverse this 
immoral, unconscionable and deplorable ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The choice is yours!   

 

 

 

I think you will, as those of us who attend do, come away 
with a renewed determination to see the end of abortions. 
Each year the numbers of attendees (especially the 
number of children and young people) seems to grow as 
does the enthusiasm on the streets of our nation’s capital.  
It is truly an awe inspiring sight to look back from the steps 
of the Supreme Court and see the seemingly endless 
procession of believers (estimated to be well over 500,000 
strong contrary to the major news media’s report of 3-4 
thousand and generously up to 10 thousand) lining the 
parade route.  

They are making a difference!! So can YOU!!   Keep 
praying for the end to the slaughter of innocent unborn 
children and for the strengthening of the family. We are 
making progress!  

God Bless & Vivat Jesus, 

 Don 

EXCERPT - POPE’S MESSAGE FOR LENT 

 
 
Each year, Lent offers us a providential opportunity to 
deepen the meaning and value of our Christian lives, and it 
stimulates us to rediscover the mercy of God so that we, in 
turn, become more merciful toward our brothers and 
sisters. In the Lenten period, the Church makes it her duty 
to propose some specific tasks that accompany the faithful 
concretely in this process of interior renewal: these are 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. For this year’s Lenten 
Message, I wish to spend some time reflecting on the 
practice of almsgiving, which represents a specific way to 



Read the rest of His Holiness’ Message at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/lent  

assist those in need and, at the same time, an exercise in 
self-denial to free us from attachment to worldly goods. 
The force of attraction to material riches and just how 
categorical our decision must be not to make of them an 
idol, Jesus confirms in a resolute way: “You cannot serve 
God and mammon” (Lk 16,13). Almsgiving helps us to 
overcome this constant temptation, teaching us to respond 
to our neighbor’s needs and to share with others whatever 
we possess through divine goodness. This is the aim of 
the special collections in favor of the poor, which are 
promoted during Lent in many parts of the world. In this 
way, inward cleansing is accompanied by a gesture of 
ecclesial communion, mirroring what already took place in 
the early Church. In his Letters, Saint Paul speaks of this 
in regard to the collection for the Jerusalem community (cf. 
2 Cor 8-9; Rm 15, 25-27). 
 
According to the teaching of the Gospel, we are not 
owners but rather administrators of the goods we possess: 
these, then, are not to be considered as our exclusive 
possession, but means through which the Lord calls each 
one of us to act as a steward of His providence for our 
neighbor. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
reminds us, material goods bear a social value, according 
to the principle of their universal destination (cf. n. 
2404)…* 
 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND +DECEASED 
+Paul Buck, Richard Cauther, Jim Dawson,     
Sam Cosentino, +Bud Delaney, Dom 
DiNinno, Dan Doherty, Rose Doherty, 
+Felicia Gurski, Kelly Huffman, +Stanley 
Mazor, +Walter Rabazinski, Bob Reed, Jeff 
Seman, +Stella Studnicki, Bill Syrek, and for 
all other sick and +deceased members of 
our K of C families.  

 
ALIVE AND KICKING 

In the January 2008 issue of the Compass, we erroneously 
listed Ed Kuntz among the deceased. The good news is 
that the reports of Ed’s death, like those of Mark Twain’s, 
were greatly exaggerated! We regret the error. 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
Feb 4 Regular Meeting, Garden City Fire Hall 
Feb 7 4

th
 Degree meeting at Our Lady of Joy 

Feb 9 Holy hour with Bishop David Zubik  
Feb 11 Officers’ Meeting, Garden City Fire Hall 
Feb 18 Regular Meeting, Garden City Fire Hall 
Mar 3 Regular Meeting 
Mar 10 Officers’ Meeting  
Mar 17 Regular Meeting-Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
Apr 12 Gathering of Catholic Men, Palumbo Center 
Apr 17 Pope Benedict says mass in Washington DC 
Apr 20 Three Rivers Mass   
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BROTHERS 
FEBRUARY DATES 
4 Thomas G. Roche 
8 Michael P. Lynch & Matthew Czyzewski 
11 Edward J. Kosar 
20 Saverio Esposito 

25 Louis A. Renda 
29 Aaron Borowitz 
 
Be sure to wish Brother Knight Aaron Borowitz him a 
happy birthday, since it is only his 8

th
 one! He’s the only 

knight in our council to have had so few. 
 

HOLY HOUR WITH THE BISHOP 
His Excellency David Zubik, the new bishop of Pittsburgh, 
is hosting a holy hour at St. Paul’s Seminary at 8:30 AM on 
Saturday the 9

th
 of February. 

 
PRO-LIFE TOPICS 

Bishop Lawrence Brandt gave a very informative talk at 
the annual PCUC Pro-Life Breakfast on January 12th on 2 
main subjects: the Marriage Protection Act (MPA) and a 
new breakthrough in stem cell research – iPSC. As for the 
former you are asked to contact your State legislators and 
urge them to support MPA which would define marriage in 
PA as between man and woman only. Do this before PA 
goes the way of Massachusetts and other states where 
liberal judges have redefined the Constitution and 
legalized gay marriages. 
 
Induced pluripotent stem cell or simply “iPSC” research is 
an exciting scientific breakthrough which would negate any 
perceived need for embryonic stem cell research, thus 
potentially saving the lives of countless unborn children to 
abortion. The iPSC procedure uses a small sample 
(~0.1in2) of the patient’s own skin in which the cells are 
reprogrammed to generate stem cells which have all the 
properties of human embryonic stem cells. 
 
Recent scientific studies have concluded that adult stem 
cells (ASC) have successfully treated over 70 specific 
diseases, while embryonic stem cells have not 
demonstrated any such success. With a score of 70 to 
zero, what team would you put your money on? Yet the 
push to obtain federal funding for the destructive research 
using embryonic stem cells continues. Further scientific 
resolution of iPSC problems can be pursued ethically 
without the manufacture, destruction or cloning of 
embryos. Rapid advances in umbilical cord blood stem-cell 
research are also being made. 
 

MARRIAGE PROTECTION AMENDMENT 
On January 15

th
, Bishop David Zubik issued this statement 

called It is Time for a Marriage Protection Amendment: 
  

Vocation is a call from God to a particular way of life. 
It is a call that demands a response from every man 
and woman to freely choose God and his plan for 
them.  And concludes: 

 

Today in Pennsylvania, we need the Marriage 
Protection Amendment. 

 
THANK YOU FROM BROTHER JOE WEBER 

SK Joe Weber, chairman of the Christmas basket 
program, wrote on the 13

th
 of January: I wish to express 

my sincere “thanks” to all my brother Knights who gave of 
their time and worked so hard to make our Christmas 
basket project another success. Thank you so much. 


